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February Meeting
The GUEST SPEAKER at our
February Meeting be:

CAMPBELL NEWMAN.

The topic will be: Campbell Newman - Legacies and Leadership.

WHEN: 5 p.m., 21 February,
2016
WHERE: Upstairs - at the
Grange Bowls & Community Club
79 Sellheim St, Grange.

HELP WANTED
Can you assist with ﬁling
News Clippings. Senior Vice President Rosalie is up to her eyes with
unﬁled local news clippings. Evidently our researcher, David, has
brought in over 1000 news stories to
be ﬁled. Come along on any Sunday
or Monday openings to assist.
When someone from our community puts their hand up to be a leader, they
are giving a large part of themselves to
us. They make many sacriﬁces personally as they strive to inspire, develop and
innovate to improve the lives of others,
they ultimately leave behind legacies
that many will continue to beneﬁt from.
Just think of the magniﬁcent City
Hall renovation. Think of the additional
bridges built, the tunnels taking us to another part of the city in just a few minutes.
Think of the new infrastructure, the development of new business opportunities,
the decisions made for an ever growing
city to cope with. Think of the leadership
needed at the time of natural disasters.
Campbell Newman has made history
and he is the latest of a long line of leaders from the Windsor District. Hear about
how he has led us and what he has left
for us from his 11 years of public service
to Brisbane and Queensland.

NEXT ISSUE

Some of the stories in the next
issue will include:
First Lord Mayor
Torrance’s Bakery
Water, Water (1931 Flood)
Town of Belfast
Karl Wacker
Women Smoking
ANZAC Day 2016
Holy Cross Church Jubilee
Ellenthorpe

For the latest
NEWS and
photos look at
our FACEBOOK page on
our website.
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George Murray
References: Scottish Birth and Baptisms 1564 - 1950, 1841 England, Wales & Scotland Census Transcription,
Queensland Birth, Death and Marriages, The Telegraph - 2 July 1904, The Telegraph - 4 July 1910.

We have all heard of Murray Street,
Wilston and in particular of the reception
houses that used to operate at number 17
and 29 but I am sure the name Murray is
not as well known.
George Putteney Malcolm Murray,
son of James and Wilhamina Murray was
born on 13 October 1837 in Langham and
christened at Westerkirk, Dumfries, Scotland on 28 November 1837 and died at
his home at Yarrum, 17 Murray Street,
Wilston in 1910.

He lived on a large block of land in
Langley Bank Estate. He settled there just
after 1900 and retired in 1904 and lived
there until his death.
George married Jane Jardine in
1863 and had ﬁve sons and ﬁve daughters. I have traced nine of them:

When he retired from public service on 30 June 1904, Murray was described as tall, erect, and slightly grizzled.
His tall ﬁgure, ﬂowing beard and piercing
brown eyes were the most outstanding
features of the man.
When he was 11 years of age his
family settled in the Bathurst District of
New South Wales where his father had

Researched by David Teague.

1866: Wilhelmina Ellen Murray
1869: George Wiseman Jardine Murray
1871: Maud Mary Murray
1873: Jessie Isabella Jardine Murray
1876: Ellen Ruth Jardine Murray
1877: Paul Murray
1880: Pultney Malcolm Jardine Murray
1882: Kate Jane Jardine Murray
1885: Allan James Jardine Murray

taken up a sheep station. With no schools
in the immediate district, George was educated privately.
In 1854, he went to Maryborough
and assisted with a sheep station Stanton
Harcourt in the Wide Bay District. Three
years later George joined the native police
as a second lieutenant and was appointed
to the Dawson River District which was
the then northern frontier of New South
Wales. It was a particularly troublesome
area with murders of isolated white settler by aborigines.
At the end of 1861 he was promoted to the rank of ﬁrst lieutenant and
appointed in charge of the Northern Division, based in Rockhampton which was
then considered a town full of sin, sweat
and sorrow. It was time when the nearby
Canoona gold rush had petered out.
A place where Murray camped near
the Athelstane Range is still called Murray’s Lagoon. Next he was transferred to
the Springsure District in 1866 where earlier it was the site of the infamous Cullinglaro massacre. Besides being newly married he was promoted to chief inspector
of police for the northen district and also
acting police-magistrate.
Next he was appointed to the dual
position of gold warden and police magistrate in Clermont during its boom and
declining years. In 1877 he was appointed
to similar positions in Warwick until 1882
when he was transferred to Toowoomba.
In 1889 he was appointed relieving
police magistrate where he served time at
Cooktown and the Herbert-Atherton disticts.
In 1890 he was appointed to the
South Brisbane bench and in 1892 to the
city bench. In 1898 he became senior
magistrate until December 1903 when he
retired on leave.
He retired to his Wilston home and
attended to his gardens He died in 1910
and was survived by his widow, three sons
and ﬁve daughters.
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Explosion at Lutwyche
At twenty minutes before midnight
on Saturday, 20 February 1875, residents
of Brisbane and suburbs were startled by
a violent report, succeeded by a long rumbling echo. The concussion was most felt
in the higher parts of the city, where, in
several cases, the casements rattled and
the houses were felt to shake slightly.
It appears that for about two years
past, a man named Henry Parrish has
been carrying on the business of preparing an explosive compound for blasting
purposes at the village of Lutwyche and
on Saturday night his premises blew up
hurling the unfortunate owner, who was
the sole occupant, into eternity. Parrish
was a man about ﬁfty years of age, and
formerly was in trade as a baker at South
Brisbane. He was a married man, having a
wife at present at Birmingham, England,
and he is said to have a brother in New
South Wales.
The dangerous nature of his occupation was often complained of to him
by his neighbors, and we understand had
been under the attention of the police authorities, who, however, it is said, were
debarred from taking proceedings, owing
to being advised that there was no means
of bringing any existing law to bear on the
case. The complaints of his neighbours,
Parrish is said to have paid little attention
to, telling them to do their worst, as he was
authorised to keep two hundredweight of
powder on his premises. At the time when
the accident occurred, however, his stock
must have largely exceeded that quantity, as from a neighbor who was on terms
of something like intimacy with him we
learn that he had at that time seven kegs
of explosive materials in his house. This
statement is corroborated by Mountedconstable Amies, who visited the place
two days before the explosion, when making a round of visits to collect agricultural
statistics, and saw in one of the two rooms
into which the house was divided ﬁve
kegs of 48lbs. each, and in the bedroom

of deceased two kegs more. It is not quite
clear what the contents of the kegs were,
except that they were explosive materials,
as it appears the deceased was in the habit of buying up damaged gunpowder and
of mixing it with sound blasting-powder,
dynamite, and with the ingredients used
in the composition of powder.
He possessed machines for grinding and triturating charcoal and nitre,
and, we understand, sold to railway contractors and others a composition of his
own for which he claimed greater power
than ordinary blasting powder, without
the deleterious fumes of nitroglycerine, lithofracteur, or dynamite. Parrish’s
house, where the explosion took place,
is situated in a paddock about half way
through the straggling village of Lutwyche, and about ﬁfty yards back from the
main road. Approaching from Brisbane
there are no houses for some distance
before reaching the place, but beyond it
several stand, the nearest, occupied by a
Mr. Hopkins, being only about seventy
yards away, while on the opposite side of
the road, and consequently more remote,
are several cottages.
TWO EXPLOSIONS
It would appear that there were
two quickly succeeding explosions, as a
Mr. Stott, living on the Brisbane side, was
attracted to his door by hearing a slight
detonation, and was in time to hear the
great explosion, and to see the fragments
of the hut hurled hundreds of feet into the
air. The houses in the vicinity were severely shaken—moveable articles, such as
crockery, being knocked off the shelves,
etc, and the door of the residence occupied by A. Neilen, tipstaff to Judge Lilley, who was the ﬁrst to convey the particulars to the police, was burst open, the
fastenings being wrenched off. Stott was
the ﬁrst to make his way to the spot, approaching the site of the hut on his hands
and knees in fear of another explosion. In
this posture, he came upon the body of
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the unfortunate inmate, which was lying
in the track about ten yards from where
the hut had been, and frightfully mangled.
The body was nude, and so completely
blackened that he for a moment imagined
it was that of an aboriginal; the hair and
whiskers had disappeared, both thighs
and arms were broken, and the intestines
were protruding through a rent in the abdomen.
NOT ONE STICK...
Of the habitation itself not one stick
is left upon another. It had been built on
piles, and even of these one has been torn
out of the ground and driven away several
yards, although it had been sunk a foot in
the soil. Two or three others are blown out
of the perpendicular. The heavy sleepers
upon which it was framed are hurled in a
confused jumble; the slabs and posts are
lying around at considerable distances,
one of them having smashed a panel of
strong fencing about twenty yards away.
The lighter material thereof, consisting of
shingles and pine rafters and battens, are
still more widely scattered, a quantity being entangled in the tops of the large saplings which surround the spot. Where the
bulk of the explosives was stored a sort of
shallow pit has been created by the force
of the explosion. All around the ground is
strewn with fragments of the hut and its
contents, and a sort of store shed a few
yards removed has both ends blown out
and the roof taken clean away. The shattered carcass of a cat lies some twenty
yards from the ruins of the hut, and fragments of machinery, domestic appliances,
sheets of paper, and leaves of a Prayerbook, are all over the place. A horrible
stain on the fence shows where the body
of the deceased must have struck it when
projected through the air, and a little further away a still deeper blot on the ground
marks the place where the remains were
found.
SPECULATION
The immediate cause of the accident can of course only be a matter of
speculation. The deceased had only left the
house of his neighbor Stott about ten minutes before the explosion took place. He
had, it is stated, during the day been dry-

ing in the sun some large trays of powder,
which, in consequence of an approaching
shower, he had stowed under the house
imme diately below the place where his
bed stood. The ﬂooring is said not to have
been very close set, and it is conjectured
that he may, after striking a light on getting home, have thrown down the match,
which dropped through the crevices into
the tray; or possibly he may have lit his
pipe and let a spark or two fall. On the
other hand, it is stated that so completely
indifferent to danger had he become by
habit, that he was accustomed to stand
his candle on the top of one of the powder
kegs in his room, the candle having been
seen on one occasion in that position during the day-time with the gutterings of
wax run down on to the keg head.
RESERVED DISPOSITION
Parrish is said to have been a man
of rather a reserved disposition. At the
same time we should judge that he was a
man of an ingenious turn of mind. Among
the debris we picked up a number of sheets
of what had been a scrap-book, consisting
of clippings from newspapers pasted in an
old account book. These extracts mainly
bore upon industrial processes, such as
the manufacture of sugar, reduction of
ores, and such like receipts.
Singularly enough, however, the
ﬁrst items which met our eye in this collection were a warning against smoking in
bed, and an account of a fearful boiler explosion. On the explosion being reported
to the police, Mounted-constables Meegan
and Amies were at once dispatched to the
scene, and remained in charge all night.
They picked up, among other articles,
the watch which had belonged to the deceased. The case was greatly shattered, but
the works were still going. A ledger and a
letter, or copy of a letter, from deceased
to his wife were also picked up. The concluding sentence of this letter is curious.
After describing a recent accident, to men
blasting at the railway works, he writes,
“People say I shall be blown up next, but I
hope not”
The body was brought to town early on Sunday morning and buried.
The Queenslander: Saturday 27 February 1875.
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Snippets

President, Robert Cooper and Vice President, Rosalie Raciti at the presentation to the Students of the Murri School who painted the ﬂagpole surrounds as featured in our August Newsletter. Photo by Gem Cowlishaw.

Windsor’s 150th
Photos: LeftHonourable
Paul de Jersey,
Governor of
Queensland.
Right: The
Sunny Scene
on the School
Oval.
Lower Right:
Member Rob
Price dressed
for the Event.
It was a bright sunny day for the Celebration
of the Bowen Bridge Road/Windsor State School’s
150th Anniversary Celebrations. Members of our
Society were involved in the many long months of
planning this event.
Past Pupils answered roll calls and met their
former classmates.
The Society had a staffed information display for the visitors.
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Snippets
from Ross Vickery
Dear Team,
I bumped into your Newsletter of
May 2014 whilst doing some research on
Colwill Place.
My maternal grandmother, Beatrice Colwill, was a cousin of Arthur William Colwill, who built Colwill Place, so
I am interested for family reasons. I grew
up in Brisbane but have lived in the UK
since I graduated from University in 1967
and I have lived in Edinburgh since 1973.
Ross has sent entensive information on the Colwill Family
which is now in our ﬁles.

Windsor State School presented
the Society with two original Marseilles
tiles from the school roof.
Photo: Courtesy City North News.
---------

“NO SPEEDOMETER.”
Thirty Miles per Hour.
The excuse given by Stanley Dixon,
who was prosecuted in the City Summons
Court, before Mr. A. Dean, P.M.,yesterday,
on a complaint that on 12th June drove

a motor car on Lutwyche road, Windsor,
at a faster rate of speed than 12 miles per
hour, was to the effect that, as he did not
have a speedometer on his car, he did not
know at what speed he was driving. The
speed was stated to be 30 miles an hour.
He was ﬁned £5, and ordered to pay 3s.
6d costs.
The Telegraph: 28 June 1921.
--------WAR STORIES.
There used to be a service station
and shop on the corner of Bowen Bridge
and Constitution Roads. At various times
during WW2 there would be lines of taxis waiting to ﬁll up. This was strange as
petrol was rationed and coupons were
needed.
The explanation was uncovered
when a petrol tanker with a trailer tank
returned to the depot from a delivery to
Archerﬁeld Aerodrome with the trailer
tank still full.

DO YOU REMEMBER?
The ﬁrst grafﬁtti that I can remember around the area was a roughly painted
* Wrong
sign on the corrugated iron fence of the
Brand.
Holy Cross Steam Laundry facing Bridge
Street which read:
SACK MENZIES
Evidently the regular driver was
A little later the “S” on the sign was
sick and as usual the workers at Archeraltered to make it read:
ﬁeld
emptied the tanker. On the return
BACK MENZIES
trip the regular driver would visit WindOn the opposite side of the road
sor and the trailer tank of aviation fuel
was a post and split rail fence along the
would be emptied.
railway line. d.t.
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Imperial Pictures
IMPERIAL PICTURE PAVILION.
Yet another picture show has been
opened in Brisbane. The ﬁrst entertainment in the Imperial Picture Pavilion,
Lutwyche road, Lutwyche, was given on
Saturday night in the presence of a large
gathering. The pavilion is a neatly appointed and commodious structure, and
is built on the principle that fresh air is
healthier than the warmth engendered in
closed buildings. The opening ceremony
was performed by the Mayor of Windsor
(Ald. C. Taylor), who was supported by
Mr. H. G. M’Phail, the new member for
Windsor. Interspersed amongst the excellent and varied series of pictures were
songs by Mrs. A. Guyatt and Mr. A. B.

Miller. Overtures were played by Mrs. and
Miss Knight. The picture programme was
as follows : Shorty and the Aridville Terror, Benares, Substitute for Pints, Manufacture of Essences, Australian Gazette,
The President’s Special, Colonel Heeza
Lear’s Big Game Hunt, Davis Cup Final,
and A Fatal Sweet Tooth. The kinomacolour picture of the sacred city of Benares
was one of the outstanding features of the
programme. A new programme is promised for Wednesday night.
The Telegraph: 31 May 1915.

The Imperial
Picture Pavilion
as it was in the
open-air days.
Electrical power
was drawn from
the direct current line of the
Tramways.
The snack bar
was staffed by
Amy and May
Stokes (c1920)
Bottom: New
enclosed theatre
- c1924.
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Violet Day
HAVE YOU HEARD OF VIOLET DAY ?
Violet Day was ﬁrst held as a day
of remembrance for Australian Soldiers
killed in Gallipoli in the First World War.
The Secretary and Organiser of the Cheerup Society, Mrs Alexandra Seager conceived the idea of a day to commemorate
the fallen heroes of the war and the ﬁrst
Violet Day was held on 2 July 1915.

She saw the fragrance
of the violet as an emblem of
remembrance and organised
members of her Cheer Up societies to sell lapel ﬂowers and
badges as fundraisers. The day
helped bring people together in
a bond of closer fellowship. Everything had been going on as
usual, except for the families of
the men who had fallen on Gallipoli Peninsula. In the homes of
the bereaved were vacant chairs
and an aching void. Violet days
were held all over South Australia, in small country towns
and in the city.

Thanks to
Diann Trikilis
and Sue-Belinda Meehan
for asistance
with this
article.

E-mail from Sue-Belinda Meehan:
I did know about the South
Australian Violet Day - my
Nan who lost three brothers-in-law in WWI grew violets specially as they are the
ﬂoral symbol of on-going remembrance. The South Austrailian commemoration did
not cross borders into other
states sadly, though Canon
David Garland, who was a
Queensland clergyman, did
start (again before poppies)
the violet silk badges that
I remember buying in my
childhood days to wear on
Remembrance Day - again
the violets are associated
with the Greek goddess Mnemosyne whose ﬂower was the
violet and whose herb was
was rosemary which again has a
violet coloured ﬂower. The badges
seem to have died out now but their
sale raised money for returned
service people and their families.
(See Newsletter: May 2014, Volume 26 Number 2
for more details about Canon David Garland.

In Adelaide small bunches were
sold by the Cheer-up Society to raise funds
and many of these collections were to augment the headstone fund of the A.I.F. section of West Terrace Cemetery.

ANZAC DAY
SERVICE

9 am
WINDSOR MEMORIAL
PARK
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Windsor’s Blind Soldier
WINDSOR EFFORT
FOR BLIND SOLDIER.
Support is being solicited to a proposal to erect a home for Private F. Barnett and his wife in Windsor. Private Bannett was severely wounded in France, and
as a result is now totally blind. He has recently been married to the young lady to
whom he was engaged before enlisting. At
a public meeting held in the School of Arts
on the 29th August, it was unanimously
decided to erect a dwelling on a site in
Wesley street, Lutwyche, generously donated by Mr. F. Marsden, and presented
to Private and Mrs. Barnett as a small token from the citizens of Windsor, for the
great sacriﬁce he has made and appreciation of the noble spirit of the lady who is
standing by him in his afﬂiction. It is estimated that the cost will be £500, and towards this a valuable donation of £75 has
been promised by the Colonial Sugar Reﬁnery Company and staff. Private Barnett
having been temporarily employed at the
New Farm reﬁnery before leaving for the
front. The labour will be provided free by
the builders and tradesmen of the town.
The Telegraph: 14 September 1918.

HOUSE FOR THE
BLIND SOLDIER.
The house for the blind soldier at
Windsor, the stumps of which were capped
a week ago, was considerably advanced on
Saturday last. A large body of men started early and got the frame erected, and
then the walls were covered as by magic.
By dinner time the plumbers and painters got to work, and on their leaving off
about sundown the house had the roof on
and its ﬂoor laid, it was partly lined, and
covered with one coat of paint, and a large
amount of levelling had been done to the
ground by a large party among whom were
the member for the district, Mr. C. Taylor,
M.L. A., and the Mayor (Ald. W. A. Jolly,
using picks and shovels. The house will be
presented to Private and Mrs. Barnett by
his Excellency the Governor on Saturday,
14th December.
The Telegraph: 4 November 1918.
Photo taken from The
Souvenir of the Great
War
by Ald. W.A. Jolly,
Mayor of Windsor. 1919

ble
Copies availa
0g
$20 post 14

His Excellency, the Governor, presenting the house to Private Barnett.
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Special Poppy Project
Last year there were many special
projects around to commemorate Anzac
Day. One was the creation of 5000 knitted or crocheted poppies.
Vice President Rosalie saw this and
thought it may be a good idea for us to
create these poppies for sale on our Anzac
Day 2016.
As a result the Society has decided to endorse this project and invited all
members and friends to participate. The
Society will purchase the wool/thread
and make it available. Using our contact
points please let us know if you are interested.
We are indebted to Lynn Berry of
Ashburton, Victoria for the use of her patterns.

Lynn’s Easy Crochet Pattern
This pattern gives a full crochet
poppy using only one size stitch, and is
an easy pattern for beginners.
Size 3.5 crochet hook (we want the
ﬁnished ﬂower to be quite tight). Col A 1
ball red 8 ply yarn (one ball will make a
number of poppies) Col B Scrap of green
8 ply yarn Col C Scrap of black 8 ply
yarn (eyelash yarn looks great)
BODY OF POPPY
Using Col A make a slip ring 1st round
Ch 3, 9 treble crochet into ring. Pull the
slip ring tight to close
centre of ring and slip stitch in top ch to
join
2nd round Ch 3, 1 treble crochet into
ﬁrst stitch 2 treble crochet into each
stitch to last stitch, slip stitch in top ch to
join
3rd round Ch 3, 2 treble crochet into
ﬁrst stitch, 3 treble crochet into each
stitch to last stitch, slip stitch in top ch to
join

4th round Ch 3, 1 treble into ﬁrst stitch,
2 treble into each stitch to last stitch, slip
stitch in top ch to join. Fasten off and
sew in ends.
CENTRE OF POPPY
Using Col B Make slip ring Ch 3, 9 treble
crochet into ring. Pull end to close centre
of ring and slip stitch in top ch to join.
Fasten off and sew in ends.
Using Col C Join yarn into edge of circle
on RS and Ch 1 * 1 double crochet into
ﬁrst stitch, 1 ch ... repeat from * to end
of round and slip stitch to join. Fasten
off leaving a long tail to attach centre to
body of poppy.
FINISHING
Sew in ends for body of poppy. The ends
for the centre can be sewn in if you wish
or hide them behind when you sew on
the centre. Using a yarn needle thread
black tail and invisibly attach the centre
to the body of the poppy.

Lorraine’s Easier Crochet Pattern
This design is only two rounds using treble and triple treble (yoh 3 times
before inserting).
Size 3.5 crochet hook Col A 1 ball red 8
ply yarn (one ball will make many poppies) Col B Scrap of green 8 ply yarn Col
C Scrap of black 8 ply yarn
BODY OF POPPY
Using Col A make a slip ring 1st round
Ch 3, 9 treble crochet into ring. Pull the
slip ring tight to close
centre of ring and slip stitch in top ch to
join
2nd round 3ch, 4trtr in same stitch. In
next stitch 5trtr, *in next stitch 1tr and
4trtr, in next stitch 5trtr. REPEAT from
* to end of round, ending with slip st in
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top to join. Fasten off. Sew in ends.
CENTRE OF POPPY
Using Col B Make slip ring Ch 3, 9 treble
crochet into ring and slip stitch in top
ch to join. Pull tail end to close centre of
ring. Fasten off leaving long tail to attach centre to body of poppy.
FINISHING
Using Col C Cut 6 x 7cm lengths of yarn
and using a small hook attach them
like a fringe to the post of each stitch on
Round 1. Stich centre to body of poppy.
NOTES
The petals are made up of 5 groups of 10
stitches worked over 2 trebles of the ﬁrst
round.

A web search of 5000 poppies will
provide many more designs that you may
like to try.
Anzac Day is not that far away so
let us know if you want to participate.

SOUVENIR
OF THE
GREAT WAR
1914 - 1919

Issued to the Soldiers of Windsor and their
families, in 1919, a listing of the
Men who enlisted from this District.
A Special Limited Edition with
photographs. $20 available now.
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Lynn’s Easy Knitted Poppy
This easy knit pattern gives a
lovely frilly ﬁnish to your poppy.
Size 3.5 mm knitting needles (we want
the ﬁnished ﬂower to be quite tight).
Col A 1 ball red 8 ply yarn (one ball will
make many poppies) Col B Scrap of
green 8 ply yarn Col C Scrap of black 8
ply yarn
BODY OF POPPY
Using Col A cast on 120 stitches. Rows
1-4 Knit Row 5 Slip 1 Knit 2 together
PSSO across the row (40 stiches) Rows
6-9 Knit Row 10 Knit 2 tog across the
row (20 stitches) Rows 11-14 Knit Row 15
Knit 2 together across the row (10 stitches) Cut yarn leaving a tail of about 15cm
Thread tail through yarn needle and slip
all the remaining live stitches onto the
yarn tail and pull tight. Pull around into
a circle and then mattress stitch seam for
an invisible seam.
CENTRE OF POPPY
Using Col B Cast on 8 stitches and knit
a square (approx 8-10 rows) of stocking
stitch. Cut yarn leaving a tail and thread
through live stitches as previously. The
purl side is the right side. Run a line of
running stitch around the outside of the
knitted square and ease enough to pull

the edges of the square into a round and
tuck under.
FINISHING
Stitch the centre tucked side down to
body of poppy and overstitch with black
yarn as shown, or alternatively use a
black or green button. Sew in ends.

Windsor Volunteer Fire
Brigade
Proposed Formation in Windsor
Shire
A number of ﬁremen from the New
Farm Fire Brigade attended the meeeting
of the Windsor Shire Council last evening
for the purpose of allowing the councillors
an opportunituy of inspecting one of their
hand reels.
For some time past a proposal has
been before the council to establish a volunteer ﬁre brigade. ...
It was decided to call a public meeting for that fortnight ... for the purpose of
trying to form a brigade.
The Telegraph, 14 August 1901.
Fire Brigade for Windsor
A public meeting was held in the
Windsor Shire Council Chambers last
evening for the purpose of considering the
question of forming a ﬁre brigade in the
district. ...
The motion was carried ... and a
subcription list was opened... It was considered that £120 would purchase a horse,
reel and the necessary appliances
The Telegraph: 28 August 1901.
Windsor Fire Brigade
A committee meeting was held of

the Windsor Fire Brigade and Salvage
Corps and it was decided to call for candidates. The subcriptions had reached £83
11s 6d.
Precis-The Telegraph: 8 January 1902.
Windsor Fire Brigade
An opening parade of the Windsor
Fire Brigade will take place at the Windsor
Shire Council Chambers, Lutwyche, on
Saturday 31 instant, at 3.30 pm at which
other brigades will be invited to assist in
making a creditable display to commemorate the event.
The Telegraph: 29 May 1902.
Windsor Fire Brigade
A long article appeared in The
Telegraph: 2 June 1902.
Successful Inauguration.
A very successful inauguration ceremony
in connection with the recently formed
Volunteer Fire and Salvage Brigade in
the Windsor Shire was held at the council
chambers Bowen Bridge road, on Satur-

February Journal - Page THIRTEEN

day afternoon last.
Invitations were issued to all the
regular and volunteer brigades in and
around the city, and in consequence there
were present, besides six or seven of the
newly organised Windsor volunteer ﬁremen— this brigade, consisting of 12 members in all, under Superintendent H. Hill
— Superintendent Hinton representing
the Central Fire Brigade; 16 of the New
Farm Volunteer and Salvage Brigade, under Superintendent H. G. Davidson; 7 men
from the Milton Volunteer Brigade, under
Superintendent A. J. Harper; 14 members
of the Ithaca Volunteer Brigade, under the
veteran, Superintendent W. H. Sorreyr;
and 6 men belonging to the Toowong Volunteer Fire Brigade, under Superintendent J. Devonshire; all the brigades invited
having thus responded, with the exception
of South Brisbane. ...
All the visiting brigades having assembled, some with horse and some with
hand reels, at about 4 o’clock a procession
of all the volunteer brigades of Brisbane
took place, the rear being brought up by
the latest addition to their ranks— that
of the Windsor Division, with their small
but handy little hand reel, painted the
usual bright red, with the mottoes Pro
Bono Publico in gilt letters in front and
Nulli Seecudus on the back portion of
it, ﬁtted out with the usual hydrant, 500
feet of hose, &c. After marching through
the principal parts of Lutwyche and Al-

Circa 1924.
bion, the procession returned to the point
of commencement, and the ceremony of
turning on the hydrant for the ﬁrst time
was performed by Mr. Petrie, M.L.A., who
afterwards thanked those present for the
honour which they had conferred upon
him, and promised his support to the proposed volunteer Fire Brigade Bill when
that measure was put before the House.
New Reel Installed
Some months ago at a garden party,
sufﬁcent funds were netted to secure a new
horse and reel for the Windsor Volunteer
Fire Brigade and Salvage Corps. On Saturday afternoon these were christened by
Mrs. A.L. Petrie. Mrs Petrie added some
congratulatory remarks after breaking a
bottle of wine on the wheel. She christened
the turn out Windsor.
The Telegraph: 30 November 1908.
Researched by David Teague.

Huge ﬁles of the Fire Brigade exist
in archives. They measure quite a lot of
shelf space.

Mrs Andrew Petrie - wife of local M.L.A. 1908
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Queensland Telephones
Queensland Telephones.
History of the System.
Amazing Developments.

Extracted form a much larger article in The
Telegraph: 6 April 1914.

The year 1880 ever will be memorable in Queensland as marking the introduction of the telephone era to this
part of Australia. In August of that year
the then Postmaster-General (the Hon.
C. H. Buzacott) gave instruction - that
all Government ofﬁces should be placed
in telephonic communication with each
other through a central exchange at the
head ofﬁce. The necessary instruments
were procured, and on the 8th October,
1880, ﬁve of the principal ofﬁces were
in intercommunication, and others were
brought under the system as soon as the
wires could he erected. In the meantime
it was announced that the public would
be allowed, to participate in the beneﬁts
of the system, as soon as practicable.
Several applications were received
from private ﬁrms for the erection of
lines, the ﬁrst being from Messrs. Quinlan, Gray, and Co., for a wire from their

Queen street ofﬁce to their brewery at
Milton, and this was, as a matter of fact,
the ﬁrst telephone service installed in
Queensland, the line (a direct one) having been completed before the abovementioned exchange was ready for opening. It is recorded that the system worked
well, and gave general satisfaction, and up
till June, 1881, 36 instruments had been
connected with the exchange. The charge
for the service was £5 per annum, for the
ﬁrst mile, or fraction thereof, and for distances beyond one mile, a proportion rate
for every quarter or part of a quarter of
a mile was charged. For distances over
ﬁve miles, a special arrange ment had
to he made. The ﬁrst country exchange
was opened at Maryborough in November, 1882, with 32 subscribers (the then
speciﬁed minimum), and others soon followed— Townsville in November, 1883,
Rockhampton, in April, 1884, Bundaberg
in 1886, and Charters Towers in 1891.
PUBLIC TELEPHONE
The ﬁrst public, telephone ofﬁce
was opened at Brisbane, on 6th April,

The Main Brisbane Exchange - 1910
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1888, the charge for conversations being
6d. for every ﬁve minutes or portion thereof.
In 1895 the total number of subscribers reached 779, but of these Brisbane
contributed 562, showing that very little
progress had been made so far as the country exchanges were concerned during the
period of 13 years that had elapsed.
The ﬁrst exchange in Brisbane was
located in a small room on the ground ﬂoor
of the telegraph section of the post and telegraph buildings, and part of the premises
now used was provided in 1889 by placing a
third storey on the building facing Elizabeth
street, then occupied by the stores branch,
a new multiple switch board was installed,
which met requirements for some years.
In 1899, the building was added to
in order to provide for the introduction of
female telephonists, and a now magneto
switch board was erected designed for metallic circuits.

2 female monitors and 27 telephonists
(20 females and 7 males). Night duty—
that is, between the hours of 9 p.m. and
7 a.m. is performed by male ofﬁcers, who
rotate weekly in order to avoid’ continuous night work for this section of the staff.
The growth of this branch has necessitated very large increases in the staff, and in
order to provide suitable private accommodation, a new wing consisting of three
ﬂoors, specially was built. These rooms are
comfortably furnished, and set apart for
the exclusive use of the telephone staff.

A telephone similar to the extension phone at the Windsor State
School up to the 1960s.

TELEPHONE STAFF
Up till 1899 all of the telephonists
employed in the exchanges were males, but
it was then decided to employ females for
the work in the Brisbane central exchange.
In June that year 13 female telephonists
and a female supervisor took up duty.They
were, however, only required to be on, duty
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., the
work at other times being, performed by
males.
It now is necessary for these ofﬁcers to work up till 9 p.m. The introduction
of girls to telephonic work is considered a
satisfactory arrangement, especially for
dealing with heavy trafﬁc. The Brisbane
exchange now is staffed with one assistant
manager, 1 trafﬁc ofﬁcer, 3 female supervisors, 18 monitors (10 females and 2 males),
111 telephonists (91 females and 20 males),
whilst at the suburban exchanges there are

SUBURBAN EXCHANGES
The number of branch exchanges
in the metropolitan network has been
kept as low as possible in order to maintain a state of efﬁciency at a reasonable
cost for, it must he remembered that the
greater the distribution in this respect,
the greater the cost of operating, &c. on
account of the necessary intercommunication and transferred business, besides
which the efﬁciency generally is lower.
At these exchanges also there has
been abnormal development, and there
now are 840 lines connected at Albion exchange, 410 at Toowong, 130 at
Sandgate, and 95 at Wynnum.
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Local Boer WarVolunteer
A large ﬁle of newspaper clippings telling the story of William
Henry Bryce has been added to our
ﬁles.
Bryce, the son of Thomas Bryce and
Janet Menzies was born in Brisbane in
1874. He worked as a foreman in the ﬁrm
of Thomas Bryce and Sons, city and suburban parcel delivery.
Bryce volunteered to be part of the
Queensland Contingent to serve in Transvaal. On Thursday 26 October 1899, more
than 100 local residents gathered in the
shelter shed at the rear of Wooloowin Station to make presentations and wish him
well.
He was presented with a splendid
gold ring, silver matchbox, tobacco pouch
and a quantity of high class tobacco. He
was also presented with a silver mounted
ﬂash. At Thomas Bryce and Sons, employees presented him with an engraved purse
of sovereigns.
Bryce sent frequent letters and
postcards to his mother which were then
published in the Telegraph..
The contingent left Brisbane on the
troopship Cornwall. It wasn’t plain sailing
as the weather was rough and the need to
look after the horses and the need to sling
them.
A ﬁre broke out in the cook’s galley
and burned a hole through the deck down
to the soldiers quarters. Luckily it was discovered by William Bryce and quickly extinguished.
Bryce wrote that they were living
far too well as far as tucker was concerned
often having bacon and eggs for breakfast
and poultry for dinner.
Writing from Cape Town, Bryce said
it had taken them six weeks to reach there
and had only lost three horses. He said
there were a few young fellows who started
to think they would have been better off if
they had stayed at home. They will be left
at the base to look after the luggage.

William H. Bryce.

The soldiers were taken straight
from the ship and trucked to Orange River,
471 miles from Captown where they were
on Christmas Day.
He writes: My duty, at the present
time is tailing cattle about 5 miles, from
the main camp. I should say the blacks
do the work and we do the “bossing.”
These blacks are a handy lot they
do all the heavy work at all the camps. It
is fun to see them driving 12 mules in a
waggon about, as big as a bullock dray,
and going at full gallop. They sit on the
waggon and drive with reins. As soon as
our horses are all shod, we are going on to
the front.
This is a rum country. It is not a
patch on Queensland. All the way between
here and Capetown I never saw a single
tree and no grass. There is a small shrub
grows over the plains, and the cattle get
mud fat on it, but our horses will not eat
it. The weather is tcrribly hot, and the hot
winds are awful out on the plains, where
there is no shade. I suppose by this time
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you are busy preparing the Christmas
dinner—my mouth waters when I think
of it. My dinner to-day will consist of two
biscuits and a tin of sardines, but that is
better than none. We are on the army rations now all right. We Queenslanders
generally eat our day’s ration before dinner, and ﬁll up with water for tea.
The troops then moved to Belmont
closer to the front and saw the Canadians
burying the dead Boers. Apparently there
were 20,oo0 Boers about 29 miles ahead.
The next article goes into great detail about the ensuing battles.
After a month of constant activity,
on 24 February, Bryce obtained a day’s
leave which he spent in Kimberley.
He wrote:We came back into Kimberley tbe day before yesterday, and we
got a great reception from the people.
They cannot make enough of us. The
shells from the Boers have done a great
deal of harm to the buildings about here,
but there has been very little loss of life.
There is very little food for the inhabitants
- they have been living on half rations.
The trains started running the day
after we arrived here. Nobody knows
what a soldier has to go through until
they have had a go at it. When on the
march you get into camp about 10 o’clock
at night, up again at 2.30; draw rations
and horse feed; on again and never stop
till you get to your next camp; no matter
how much ﬁghting you have to do in between. I weigh about 12 stone now. For
the last three nights we have had to sit on
our saddles all night and shiver. We have
no blankets and no tents, and a heavy
thunderstorm comes regularly every
night about 7 o’clock and lasts till 11.
By 27 March the troops were at
Springﬁeld Farm, about 10 miles from
Bloemfontein. Bryce describes the carnage
wrought by their artilliary on the boer
camp. He relates that a lot of the Orange
Free Staters were laying down their arms
and returning to their farms.
By April Bill Bryce was promoted to
corporal and that month another concerted battle took place on the Natal Road with
the boer bullets falling like hailstones.
Bryce was then stricken with enter-

ic fever and was in hospital for six weeks.
He had been left with a terrible leg which
had swelled up from his groin to his toes
- about three times the normal size.

Bryce was then invalided out and
went to England on the troopship Gascon. On arrival he was reported unﬁt to
go on furlough and was ordered to a convalescent home.
Queen Victoria paid them a visit
and the next night the soldiers went up to
Osborne House.
It is not clear by the clippings but it
seems by August 1901, Bryce was back in
South Africa.
The Telegraph: 31 August 1901.
More Casualties.
Will Bryce Dead.

A cablegram has been received by
the Chief Secretary from the general in
charge of communications. Capetown, reporting the following Queensland casualties : Sergeant-major W. H. Bryce, of the
Prince of Wales’s Light Horse, and formerly
of the ﬁrst Queensland contingent, died of
wounds at Spitzmopvalel on August 24. His
address is given as care of his father, Mr.
Thomas Bryce, Adelaide Street, Brisbane.
The news of Sergeant-major Bryce’s death
will come as a great shock to his family and
to his many friends. It will be remembered
that when he left Queensland for South Africa he was the subject of a great send off
at Wooloowin. Many of his exceedingly interesting letters have appeared in the Telegraph. He was among the victims of enteric
fever and was invalided to Great Britain.
On his return to South Africa he joined the
Light Horse and went back to the front. This
is the ﬁrst news received of his injuries.

Sources: The Telegraph: 27 October 1899,
28 October 1899, 8 December 1899, 19 January 1900, 31 January 1900, 7 February 1900,
3 April 1900, 16 May 1900, 6 June 1900, 9
June 1900, 16 July 1900, 8 August 1900, 18
August 1900, 13 September 1900, 5 October
1900, 10 October 1900, 11 October 1900, 31
August 1901, 7 September 1901, 25 September 1901, 29 March 1902,.
Researched by David Teague.
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Windsor’s 150th

Clockwise from above: Governor Paul De Jersey rings the
school bell; Vintage Yellow
Cab; Classroom display; Past
Sudents Registration; Margie,
Florine, Jan and Rob; Jack
Mann Old past pupil; Penny
Farthing Bicycle.

Photos: Rob Price.
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Special Thank-you

The Society would like to acknowledge the service rendered by members of the Management Committee
who have not renominated.
Thanks to former Senior Vice-president, Judy, and to Councillor Jenny .
And ... congratulations to continuing
members and the newly elected
team members.

Just for Fun
See article on Page Nine.

DIRECTORY

Windsor & Districts’ Historical
Society Inc.
Please address all correspondence to
The Secretary
P.O. Box 539, Lutwyche. Q. 4030
e-mail: windsorhistory@optusnet.
com.au
Telephone: 0401 802 980
Old Windsor Council Chambers
opposite Albion Road Junction
Lutwyche Road, Windsor
Opening Hours 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Sundays and Mondays

Membership Year:
1 October 2015 to 30 September 2016.
You can read the journals on line at
www.windsorhistorical.org.au
Next Meeting:

Lianne Gould’s pattern for crochet violets
Make 8 chain Make 1 treble crochet in chain
5, then 3 chain and slip stitch back into chain
5.
Make 3 chain, 1 treble into next chain space,
then 3 chain, then a slip stitch into same
chain space.
Make 3 chain, 2 treble into next chain space,
then 3 chain, then a slip stitch into next
chain space.
Make 3 chain, 1 treble into next chain space,
then 3 chain, then a slip stitch into next
chain space.
Make 3 chain, 1 treble into next chain space,
then 3 chain, then a slip stitch into next
chain space.
Cut your thread leaving about 20cm tail,
thread tail through foundation chain row and
pull tight. Tie in a knot underneath with your
starting piece of thread. Crochet 15 chain
with the tail as a stem for your ﬂower.
Decorate with a small stitch of yellow.

5 pm Sunday,
21 February 2016
Summer Time of 5 p.m.
GRANGE BOWLS
CLUB

Ofﬁce Bearers
President:.......................Robert Cooper
Senior Vice-President:...Rosalie Raciti
Junior Vice-President... Kristian Wale
Secretary:......................
Treasurer: .....................Gem Cowlishaw
Councillors:
Andrew Gildea
Cr Vicki Howard
Robert Price

Edited by David Teague.
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