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JOURNAL

Windsor & Districts’
Historical Society Inc.
servicing the old Windsor Town Council areas 
of Albion, Alderley, Bowen Bridge, Eagle 
Junction*, Eildon, Kalinga, Kedron*, 
Lutwyche, Maida Hill, Newmarket*, 
Wooloowin and now extended to cover 
Herston. *part of this suburb.



 The GUEST SPEAKER at 
our next meeting at 3 pm on Sun-
day 21 August will be RICHARD 
TRAVERS.
 Richard is a Director of the 
well known custom joinery, cabi-
netry and glass company of Rode 
Road, Chermside.

 His address will include a 
discussion of traditional machinery 
compared with modern machine 
technology.  He will also talk about 
design and architectural changes 
in the timber industry to reflect the 
requirements for the environment: 
low energy glass, safety glass, tim-
ber section sizes and wind load-
ings.
 Richard will also tell us how 
the skill level for apprentices and 
tradesmen have changed in the 
timber joinery industry over the 
past ten years.
 It is amazing the architec-
tural comeback of timber windows 
and doors in buildings especially 
due to the high thermal perform-
ance in housing.
 Allkind Joinery and Glass 
have the ability to do heritage 
work using traditional construction 
methods.
 Bring your friends along to 
hear Richard Travers.

August Meeting
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NEXT ISSUE
The stories in the next issue will 

include:
98 Constitution Road

David Laughland Brown
John Massey

The Windsor Red Cross Society
Bile Beans

Farrington House
F.W. Wilson & Co.
Wilston School Site

1926 Railway Crossing Accident

 Guest Speaker, Shirley Johnstone and Pam 
Masel at the May Meeting at the Chambers.

Photo: Judy Willis.

REMINDER
Our financial year ends of 30 September 
next. You can pay your new subscription

(cash, card, cheque) at the Meeting.

CHANGES
 When you visit our head-
quarters at the Windsor Council 
Chambers you will notice a lot of 
changes being undertaken under 
the guidance of our Secretary, Rob 
Price. Drop in for a visit or come to 
the next meeting.
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 Brickmaking was an important 
industry for a new colony when Andrew 
Petrie started making bricks at Albion 
with his clay source at Oriel Road, Clay-
field. He was followed by many others 
including William Williams at Lutwyche, 
Masseys and Forbes at Grange, Webbs at 
Stafford and Fischers and Campbells at 
Albion. The mechanisation of brickmak-
ing started in the 1870s and so by 1896 
mass produced bricks could be purchased 
in Australia.  These bricks were much 
cheaper than the formerly handmade 
products.
 In the early 1900s a group of 
builders and architects banded together 
to form the Brisbane Brick and Builders 
Company Limited.  They raised £25,000 
and started to build a huge works near the 
Newmarket Station. The planned capacity 
was 40,000 bricks a day and was 
thought to be the largest kiln in 
Australia at that time. In its con-
struction a million and a quarter 
bricks were used with nearly 700 
fire holes.
 The design followed that 
of an Austrian, Friedrich Hoff-
mann who in 1859 invented  a 
technique of continuous firing.  
This enabled the drying and firing 
of the bricks to take place simul-
tanously using a large number of 
chambers.
 To construct the first kiln 
a huge number of bricks as stat-
ed was needed so the company 
started making them on the site.  
When the first kiln was finished 
they started making another 
kiln. Four down draft kilns were 
also constructed to enable them 
to make face bricks - these are 
glazed bricks for better presenta-
tions.
 As well, large fitting shops 
were established with the lat-
est equipment for repairing and 

making parts.  This made the works en-
tirely self-sufficient.
 A 300 horse power engine with 
Hancock and Wilcox self-stoking boilers 
was installed, as well as an auxiliary 17 
horse power engine for emergencies.

 The works generated their own 
electricity in particular for lighting.
 In the Windsor Historical Society’s 
collection there are many bricks including 
those stamped in the frog with the initials 
of the Brisbane Brick and Builders Supply 

Company Limited.
 At various times during 
its history the brickworks closed 
down for periods of over-supply 
or the need for a refit.  However 
during World War 2 it ceased pro-
duction with the company’s sheds  
being used by the Defence De-
partment to store goods and the 
engineering staff were engaged in 
defence work.
 After the war production 
resumed and the company was 
faced with a growing demand for 
its products.  In 1961 a new plant 
was opened at Strathpine using a 
modern tunnel kiln process.
 By 1987, the Newmarket 
brickworks had stopped produc-
tion and the site was demolished 
- the Hoffman kilns, dome kilns, 
drying sheds and the extruder 
presses.  The only item saved was 
the over 50 metre high heritage 
listed chimney which is now ac-
cessed by an easement from Mina 
Parade.

Newmarket Bricks
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in Lent. It had been previously referred to 
as the Lutwyche and Albion Church. The 
district then was known as Lutwyche, not 
Wooloowin.

RAISING MONEY 
 The cash in hand at the laying of 
the foundation stone was £300  10s. 1d  
and this amount was increased to about 
£600 by the time the church was opened.
Through the kindness of two guarantors 
the Royal Bank advanced sufficient money 
to pay off the contractor. The brickmak-
ers of Lutwyche donated 9,000 or 10,000 
bricks. A successful bazaar was held, and 
the debt was wiped off within six months, 
The people of St Patrick’s parish gave 
substantial assistance. It is agreed that 
much of the credit for the successful in-
auguration of the new parish was due to 
Father Corrigan’s efforts. He attended to 
the spiritual needs of the people of Holy 
Cross at the beginning, Mr. W. Lynch, 

TENDER ACCEPTED
 Tenders were called, closing on 
March 1, 1886. The prices ranged from 
£2,107 to £1,202. The lowest tender was 
that of  Mr. J. A. M. O’Keefe, of Red Hill, 
and it was accepted. Then a hitch occurred. 
It is stated that the plans and specifica-
tions were sent to the bishop’s residence 
(Darra) for his approval, and that they did 
not come back to the committee, but were 
burned in mistake for rubbish. Delay was 
caused through the necessity to prepare 
fresh  plans  and  specifications. This and 
other difficulties at last were surmounted, 
and the foundation stone of Holy Cross. 
Church, in Chalk Street, Wooloowin, was 
laid by Bishop Dunne on March 14, 1886, 
and the church was blessed and opened 
about November of the same year.The 
name Holy Cross was suggested by the 
bishop, who thought it was appropriate, as 
the building of the edifice had been begun 

Holy Cross Jubilee
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who lives in the family’s old home in Hud-
son Road, Albion, was the secretary of the 
committee which brought the parish into 
being. He and Mr W. E. Musgrave are the 
only survivors of that sturdy hand, whose 
names survive in the parish in the Coltons, 
the Slacks, the Chrisfords and the Maun-
sells.In the early days there was only one 
Mass on Sunday at Wooloowin and it was 
at 8.30 a.m. Now there are four Masses 
on Sundays— at 6.30, 7.30, 8.30, and 10 
a.m.— and they are all crowded, not with-
standing that several churches have been 
built in the surrounding district, taking 
away many parishoners.
 THE ORIGINAL CHURCH
 The building was of brick, 50 ft 
long by 30 ft wide, with a chancel 20 ft by 
20 ft. On Sunday, August 22 of the same 
year, the church was solemnly blessed 
and opened by Bishop Dunne. With its 
fresh brick walls and roof of Carnarvon 
slates, the little edifice made a pretty pic-
ture. Simple gothic in design and at that 
time surrounded by trees, it assumed an 
Old Country appearance. There was a 
large gathering at the opening. Most of 
those present, including the bishop and 
clergy, have died, but the tiny flock that at 
first worshipped in the church has, in the 
intervening years, grown to such propor-

tions that Holy Cross is today a venerable 
mother church with a huge congregation 
and the parishes that have grown from the 
mustard seed are rivalling the mother in 
expansion and numbers.

EXTENSION 
 The original building (which for a 
time also was used as a school) became too 
small for the congregations as the years 
passed by, and in 1911 that portion used 
by the public — a wing being reserved for 
the Sisters and their charges of the Holy 
Cross Retreat — was extended to about 
twice its original length towards Chalk 
Street. The ceremony of opening the ex-
tension was performed by Dr Duhig, who 
was then Bishop of Rockhampton, on July 
11, 1911.

ERECTION OF PRESBYTERY
 For many years priests travelled 
out from the Valley to celebrate Mass and 
otherwise minister to the spiritual needs 
of the people. The present presbytery 
occupying a site of one acre 32 perches, 
bounded by Chalk, Torrance and Welling-
ton Streets, was opened by Archbishop 
Duhig in March, 1914. It is a commodious 
building standing in its own grounds with 
a paddock at the rear designed for the ac-
commodation of the fine horses which 
Rev. R.Walsh, then parish priest, used to 
love to drive.
Adapted from The Telegraph: 9 September 1936.

Extension Stone - 1911
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SnippetsSunday Mail (Brisbane) (Qld. : 1926 - 1954), Sunday 9 September 1934, page 24

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article97794458

 The Windsor Infants’ School was 
opened on Saturday 8 September 1934 by 
State Governor, Sir Leslie Wilson. Head 
Teacher, Mr R. J. Wilson is pictured address-
ing the gathering.     Sunday Mail: 9 Sept. 1936

Winner of Digger Joke 
Competition
Digger N.A. Cramb, 

Rosemount Hospital
 A Digger on leave in London was in 
one of his “fed-up” moods. Walking into a res-
taurant he asked for the toughest steak they 
could provide, and also insisted on having 
half-boiled potatoes. When this was served, 
he caused some surprise and consternation 
by asking that the plainest looking waitress 
should serve him and sit opposite him at the 
same table. Having his desires, he picked up 
his knife and fork, and after taking his fi rst 
tough mouthful he said to the waitress:

Australia Warned 
of Japanese Danger

“Australia is living in a fool’s paradise. 
There is a Japanese naval base nearer to 
Thursday Island than Brisbane is.” said Dr 
W. G. Goddard, speaking at the Kalinga 
Park Anzac Day Commemoration Service 
this morning. “There is not a shore bat-
tery north of Brisbane and the Japanese 
air fl eet is nearer to New Guinea than the 
Australian air fl eet is.” Dr. Goddard con-
tinued.
 Some people had called him an 
alarmist, he said, but the country was not 
safe, and the most insecure part of it was 
Queensland.
 The ceremony, which was pro-
moted by the Kalinga Anzac Committee, 
in conjunction with the Toombul sub-
branch of the R.S.S.I.L.A., was held at 
the Kalinga Park honour gates. Mr. H, G. 
Oxley. chairman of the Joint committee, 
presided.            The Telegraph: 25 April 1939

“Go on. Do a bit of nagging.”
“Are you not well?” she asked
“Oh. I’m O.K. Why?”
“Well, fi rst you want our toughest steak,                   
half-boiled potatoes, and now you want to 
be nagged it seems mad to me.”
  The digger smiled! “Well, miss,” he 
replied
“I am married with a wife in Brisbane.”
“What has that got to do with it?” In-
quired the waitress.
“Well, you see. I was just feeling a bit 
homesick. That’s all.” replied the digger

The Telegraph: 2 November 1940

 The late Jack Mann looking 
at his father’s listing in  The Souve-
nir of the Great War, reprint of the 
1919 book given to Windsor families 
of service people.
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Snippets
Magistrate on

“Wild Boys Who Throw
Pennies into the Air”

 “If you will be one of these wild 
boys who throw pennies into the air and 
punch policemen, you will have to pay for 
it.” said Mr. W. P. Wilson, P.M. in the Po-
lice Court to-day, when Melville Nelson 
Anderson, 29, mechanic, pleaded guilty 
to charges that on May 9, at Cartwright 
Street, Windsor, he played an unlawful 
game (two-up), and that he assaulted 
Constable T. Griffiths in the execution 
of his duty. Sergeant J. N. Mackay, who 
prosecuted, said there had been com-
plaints for some months about two-up 
schools being conducted on the banks of 
Breakfast Creek, and that on the night in 
question police watched a position be-
tween the bank of the creek and a row of 
houses. They saw a number of men play-
ing and watched them for a time before 
running forward. Anderson was caught 

and struggled violently, striking Consta-
ble Griffiths on the jaw before he was over 
powered.

 The prosecutor said that men had 
previously been arrested in that locality 
for this offence. He asked that a substan-
tial penalty be imposed to act as a deter-
rent to others. Anderson told the court 
that he had only been there once previ-
ously. The police had grabbed him and he 
had no knowledge of the alleged assault 
what ever, he said.
 On the charge of playing two-
up Anderson was fined £10, in default a 
month’s imprisonment; on that, of as-
sault, £3 in default 14 days’ imprison-
ment.                         Telegraph: 10 May 1941

Stenhouse & White’s Shop - cnr Constitution Road and Bowen Bridge Road - 1937

Mrs Ida Stenhouse 
and Miss Grace 

Hopkirk.
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Rupert Street

A VIEW FROM EVERY WINDOW
 Nestling in the shade of old trees 
on the heights of Windsor is a character-
istic family home. It is not too large, nor 
is it small but good use is made of every 
room, and so the atmosphere in each, is 
of real homeliness.
 The owners are Mr and Mrs John 
Laidlaw, and their home is in Rupert 
Street, Windsor, on the old Flower Es-
tate (Kirkston Estate), which commands 
sweeping panoramas as far as the eye 
can see. Indeed, there is a delightful and 
ever-changing view from every window 
on both floors.
 They were fortunate in being able 
to secure so sheltered a site as recently as 
four years ago, yet which is within three 
minutes of the tram. As convenient as it 
is from the point of view of access, the 
elevation makes the home a retreat from 
the noise of traffic. Credit is due to Mr J. 
M. Collin, architect, for some effective 
structural details and for his wise plan-
ning but it requires only a few minutes 
with Mrs Laidlaw herself to discover the 
fount of bright and original ideas which 
have been incorporated to make this a 
loveable home in which the visitor is at 
his ease instantly.
  Mrs Laidlaw has made her home 
almost completely electrical and she 

delights in homemaking. Although she 
has been in her present home only four 
years and the visitor would agree that she 
has everything that makes for happiness 
through comfort and convenience, Mrs 
Laidlaw says she would like to be just be-
ginning. There are many things she would 
change and she means no reflection on 
the architect who has done a good job. 
It is in those, hundred and one personal 
likes and dislikes that she sees room for 
improvement according to her own taste.
 When we say that the home is al-
most completely electric we mean that 
Mrs Laidlaw’s domestic equipment in-
cludes an electric fire in a real fireplace, 
radio, sewing machine, cooker, refrigera-
tor, mixing machine, floor polisher, and 
vacuum cleaner, washing machine and 
wringer and electric ironing machine. 
Other conveniences include a 500-gallon 
water softener, and hot and cold water 

2016
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for it is lighted from three generous win 
dows, in a deep bay which also opens to 
a glorious view of the colourful foothills 
and the distant canvas of Mount Nebo.
 There are many interesting de-
tails that indicate Mrs Laidlaw’s love of 
home-making which must be a delight 
to every member of her family and the 
secret of her success is in the fact that 
everything has a definite use in the 
home and the mother of the household 
is never happier than when the family is 
putting things to their best use. That is 
the difference between a house that is a 
series of showrooms and a home that is 
a joy to live in. 

Telegraph: 11 July 1939

throughout. Incidentally,  with a gas-burn-
ing urn the water is at boiling point con-
stantly and with the aid of an ingenious tea 
and coffee brewer she can give you a per-
fect cup of either beverage  in  a moment.
 For the convenience of the entire 
household  there are about a dozen points 
and some 26 light points and it is logical 
that Mrs Laidlaw is a living advertisement
for electrical aids in the modern home.  As 
a mother who is meticulous in all things 
concerning the management of home 
her observations on electric washing are 
worthwhile, and she says she would not be 
without her machine after using it for four 
or five years without trouble of any kind.
 Mrs Laidlaw has been without the 
service of a maid for the past two months 
and she has found it no trouble to put 
through three batches of washing a week 
because the machine does all the work 
while she is busy at other household jobs. 
As for the ironing, the machine is so simple 
in operation that she is able to do it while 
comfortably seated.
 A really valuable feature is the sun-
room, annexe to the lounge which is an ide-
al sun-room, workroom or reading room, 

1939
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 The business thrived and the 
company was very generous to charita-
ble organisations. In 1939 they donated 
1000 bottles of milk to the Housekeep-
ers’ League fund to provide milk for poor 
children. The company then switched to 
small necked bottles sealed with alumin-
ium foil. In 1948 the company switched 
over to square bottles replacing the previ-
ous round bottles. The cap was impressed 
with the company name and date of bot-
tling. The larger milk company Pauls Ltd. 
was not thrilled when Vendors switched 
to square bottles and used a dark gold foil 
cap claiming it was copying their gold cap  
and went to court and won a restraining 
order in October 1950. E v e n t u a l l y 
Vendors changed to coloured foil with a 
silver cow jumping over the moon logo.  
They used a different coloured foil each 
day and at special times of the year they 
used decorative foils - Easter and Christ-
mas for example. 

 On 24 May 1937 a company called 
United Vendors Pty Ltd was registered. It 
had a capital of £2000 in 2000 £1 shares 
and it was listed as a dealer in dairy pro-
duce. Two milk vendors - James F. Fraser 
and Norman J. Wedmaier - started the 
company.  Up to the 1930s, milk was sold 
raw and in bulk. Vendors would load up 
with ten gallon cans of warm milk and de-
liver to householders’ billies.
 Frazer and Wedmaier set 
up business in Lyons Terrace, 
Windsor and initially bought 
raw milk and cooled it and sold 
it to vendors. Their plans were 
much greater and they had built a brick 
processing and bottling factory where the 
milk was fi ltered, pasteurised and bottled 
and sold on to the vendors.
 The factory had a large picture win-
dow facing Lyons Terrace where passers-
by could see the stainless steel bottling 
plant and it was opened on 10 December 
1938.

 Initially the milk arrived at the fac-
tory in 10 gallon cans which after emptying 
were sterilised in a large cylindrical steam 
cleaner near the factory loading dock.  The 
milk was packed in one pint wide-necked 
bottles which were fi rst washed by hand 
on spinning brushes and then sterilised 
and inspected before fi lling. The bottles 
were sealed with a dual thickness manilla 
cardboard cap.

United Milk Vendors
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 As a 19 
year old, my 
father Ron 
Teague started 
working for 
Vendors at the 
start up. He did 
a whole range 
of activities in-
cluding wash-
ing bottles and 
delivering milk 
on the compa-
ny’s milk runs. 
He also used to 
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 The com-
pany had distinc-
tive glass bottles 
with its name on 
them as well as 
cardboard caps. 
The company’s 
logo was a cow 
jumping over the 
moon.
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commercial vehicle sections of the Bris-
bane Exhibition in August.
 The next innovation to their range 
of bottled milk, flavoured milk and cream 
was the introduction of half pint bottles 
of orange juice in 1951. It cost 10d a bottle 
and was delivered by the milk vendors.
 Later that year there was a severe 
shortage of milk and the other Brisbane 
milk companies were unable to supply 
milk every day, but Vendors had a good 
supply from Warwick.
 The next major crisis for the com-
pany occurred in 1952 when a group of 
southside milk vendors formed a com-
pany to supply themselves with milk and 
refused to carry other brands. An adver-
tising battle about freedom of choice and 
milk zoning followed.

 The next major item in Vendors 
history occurred on 3 March 1953 when 
more than 20,000 third pint bottles of 
milk rolled off the plant at Windsor to 
the start of the School Milk Scheme. Four 
firms - Pauls Ice Cream and Milk, United 
Milk Vendors, Metro Milk Co-operative 
and Camford Dairy Milk were the suppli-
ers of 60,000 bottles. Initially the milk 
was to be delivered between 9 am and 11 
am each day.
 Vendors sponsored quizzes and 
children’s radio programs on 4BC, 4KQ 
and 4BH in the 1950s and  gave away 
booklets Things to Make and do with 
United Milk Vendors Bottle Tops.
 Being a part of the Vendors family 
at Christmas we would source punched 
rolls of bottle top foil in various colours 
for our Christmas Tree.  There were al-
ways empty wooden milk boxes to play 
with and in the forties milk cans and box-
es served as extra seats (with cushions on 
top) when needed at home.
 About 50 years ago the company 
was taken over by Pauls Ice Cream and 
Milk, the successors of which today are 
Parmalat. Photos: Pages 19 & 20

take cans of cold milk to the milk bars in 
the city.  The Black and White Milk Bar 
had a huge trade in selling milk shakes.
 Soon he had a milk run of his own 
in South Brisbane but finances were tight 
relying on his cash customers to carry 
him through. On 22 December 1941 the 
American Troops arrived and he set up 
outside the Eagle Farm Racecourse where 
they were camped and sold milk. Unfor-
tunately for him the troops only had US 
money and he thought the larger nickel 
(5ç) was equivalent to a shilling and the 
smaller dime (10ç) was equal to sixpence.  
I still have those small takings of US mon-
ey today.
 Another time shortly after he used 
to deliver milk at lunchtime to the work-
ers at the Ford Factory at Eagle Farm 
where they were making wooden pon-
toons.  This did not last long because of 
his meagre petrol allocation.
 In 1947 the Miss Australia contest 
was very popular and Vendors slanted 
their advertising to this theme.

 In 1948, bottled milk retailed at 4 
1/2d a pint. Vendors sourced much of their 
milk from the Warwick District and soon 
were the owners of a gleaming twelve-
wheeled stainless steel tanker. Some milk 
was still sourced in cans. All did not run 
smoothly, on 25 July 1951, when their 
tanker ran off the Cunningham Highway 
and spilled 2,500 gallons of milk.
 For many years Vendors had floats 
in the Labour Day Parades in May and 
also entered their delivery vans in the 
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 Most people now would not have 
heard of Marchant’s Soft Drinks but they 
may have heard of Marchant Park. Mr 
George Marchant, whose benefactions to 
charities and religious and temperance 
organisations ran well into six figures, 
passed away quietly at his home at Wat- 
son Street, Wilston, early on the morning 
of 5 September 1941. He was 83 years of 
age.
 Mr Marchant revelled in doing 
good. The motto which he had placed on 
the church for which, he did so much in 
Brisbane is: All religion has relation to life, 
and the life of religion is to do good.’He 
lived up to that motto.
 George was born in the little town 
of Brasted, Kent, England, on 17 Novem-
ber 1857. His father combined the calling 
of builder with that of hotelkeeper; and 
the son freely admitted in later life that 
he saw there so much of the evils of the 
drink traffic that he determined to support 
the temperance cause to the utmost of his 
power.
 How he kept that vow may be real-
ised when it is stated that he gave £41,000 
towards the establishment of the Canberra 
Temperance Hotel in Brisbane.

Canberra Hotel, Ann Street
 He also spent some £20,000 on the 
Garden Settlement for Aged People at
Chermside ( now Wheller Gardens) which 
is conducted by the Central Methodist 
Mission. Another munificient gift was 
his beautiful home Montrose, at Tar-

inga, which he handed over to the Soci-
ety for Crippled Children. When it was 
discovered that this was not altogether 
suitable for the purpose, George bought 
Ardoyne which formerly had been used 
as an invalid soldiers’ home, at Corinda 
and had the children transferred there. 
Montrose then was handed over to the 
soldiers under the name of Kingshome 
Soldiers’ Home. He left his Wilston 
home, Hillcrest, and the rest of his es-
tate to the Queensland Society for Crip-
pled Children.
 Marchant also has been a liberal 
benefactor to the Creche and Kindergar-
ten Association, the Palm Beach Home, 
and the Swedenborgian (New) Church, to 
which he belonged, not only in Australia, 
but also in England and U.S.A. 
 Marchant was a remarkable ex-
ample of how successful a selfmade man 
may become. He had little schooling, but 
he often said that he was proud of that 
fact for, knowing his limitations in that 
way, he was far more careful in his busi-
ness dealings than he otherwise might 
have been.
 Coming to Queensland as a youth 

George Marchant

Ad
ap

te
d 

fro
m

 T
he

 T
el

eg
ra

ph
: 5

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 1

94
1,

 S
un

da
y 

M
ai

l: 
7 

Se
pt

em
be

r 1
94

1,
 T

he
 H

is
to

ry
 o

f C
he

rm
si

de
.



August 2016 Journal - Page THIRTEEN

bottling machine which he patented and 
which now is used all over the world.
 George and Mary had no family. In 
his will he left Hillcrest at Watson Street 
to the Crippled Children Society, £200 to 
the Chermside Garden Settlement; £500 
to the Creche and Kindergarden Associa-
tion; £500 to the Boy Scouts Association; 
£500 to YWCA; £500 Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union; 1500 shares in the 
Bundaberg Gas Company and land at Tar-
inga to the Palm Beach Home (Brisbane 
City Mission).
 An enduring legacy of George 
Marchant is Marchant Park, Chermside. 
The Kedron Shire Council was instructed 
by the government to set aside more park-
land. George was approached to sell them 
some of his horse spelling paddock.  He 
replied that he would give them the whole 
paddock if they moved the blacksmith 
Vellnagel who had the corner allotment.
 The council arranged a land swap 
with Vellnagel with council land oppo-
site on Gympie Road.   The park which 
has since become an important venue for 
cricket.

of 16, he worked successively as a garden-
er, a store hand, a station hand, and soft 
drinks carter before taking over a small 
aerated waters factory in Elizabeth Street 
in 1886. Two years later he opened a fac-
tory of his own in Bowen Street, and there 
laid the foundation of the biggest soft 
drinks business in Australia, with branch-
es in Sydney, Newcastle, Melbourne and 
Adelaide. He retained an interest in the 
Sydney business till his death. In fact, one 
condition upon which the business was 
purchased by the company to which he 
sold it, was that he should remain a direc-
tor of it.

Ned Hanlon, M.L.A. and Mr Marchant
 Mrs Marchant, who was Miss Mary 
Jane Dwyer, and her husband met dra-
matically in the small shop in Edward 
Street in which she was employed when 
the young Kentishman accidentally trod 
on her toes when carrying a case of soft 
drinks into the shop. Their married life 
was ideally happy. Mrs Marchant died in 
1925.
 After handing over his palatial 
home at Taringa to the crippled children 
in 1932, Mr Marchant had a smaller place 
built on the heights of Wilston and spent 
the rest of his days there.
 He employed himself in writing 
the story of his life, which is full of rich 
thoughts, for he was naturally religious 
man, whose mind was a fine mixture of 
the practical and the philosophical.
 As a young man he invented a rapid 
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pug mill were placed on Red Lion grounds 
for the sale inspection.
 In May 1867 the licence was trans-
ferred to William Jane. On 21 November 
1867 an advertisement appeared in The 
Brisbane Courier offering the hotel, 
complete with stock and furniture for 
rent.It stated that it was doing a fair trade 
on the main road to the diggings. (Mary 
River - Gympie 1867). His reason given 
was the proprietor was leaving. Appar-
ently Jane must have reconsidered as he 
applied for a licence renewal in 1868.
 There are no mentions found of the 
hotel or the licence during the next five 
years until on several occasions in October 
and November of 1873 an advertisement 
appeared offering the premises for sale. 
Perhaps John had died.

 The next mention was in a report in 
The Brisbane Courier on 26 June 1879 
of a storm:
 In the vicinity of Lutwyche also, the effects 
of the gale were severely felt, trees were blown 
down and a building at one time known as the Red 
Lion Hotel, on the road to Lutwyche, was blown 
down, and two children who were in it at the time 
were crushed beneath the ruins, and are believed 
to have been seriously hurt.

 In 1866, John was a member of the 
St Andrew’s Church building committee 
and was authorised to collect subscrip-
tions. 
 Anne Laver married Edward 
Troughton in 1871 and had four daugh-
ters. Henry Laver married Ellen Stephens 
in 1875 and had two sons and two daugh-
ters.

 The Red Lion Hotel at Lutwyche 
was the first hotel in the district. It was a 
seven-roomed brick house, with kitchen 
and stables.
 It was established in 1864  by Som-
erset man, John Laver. Laver and family 
left for Moreton Bay on the Mary Pleas-
ants arriving on 9 August 1857. Accord-
ing to the passenger list there was John 
31, labourer, Mary 31, Anne 8 and Henry 
5: all born in Cudsworth, Somerset. Ac-
cording to the 1851 U.K. Census they were 
living in Butts, Walton, Somerset.
 Shortly after their arrival, in 1859 
John bought Portion 157, Parish of Enog-
gera, of 20 acres for £33.  This land runs 
from Chalk Street Lutwyche along the 
main road to just past East Street. He 
called the  property - Rose Hill Farm.
 John and Mary Ann Witcomb 
were married in 1846 at Wells, Somerset.  
Their first born, Anne was christened on 
26 November 1848. Next arrived young 
Henry who was christened on 6 October 
1850. According to records, both John 
and Mary could not read but the children 
could.
 In 1864, John Laver obtained a 
licence for his hotel and he held that li-
cence until about May 1867. During this 
time social events were organised there 
such as the Grand Ball held on 8 August 
1865.  Tickets were two shillings each 
with refreshments provided.
 The advertisement was signed J. 
Leaver. Now is this spelling the result 
of interpreting a West Country accent? 
Son Henry adopted this spelling for his 
family later on. The address at different 
times was given as Bald Hills Road, Great 
Northern Road, Bowen Bridge Road, and 
Lutwyche Kedron Brook. A rare mention 
was made in the Central Police Court of 
a charge against a David Ferguson for 
stealing money from the till. The hotel, 
it seems, was an important feature of 
the district, for when local brickmaker B. 
Rhodes died 20,000 of his bricks and his 

 The RED LION HOTEL

A   valuable   Piece   of   Land,   containing
 2 Acres 1 Rood, being part of Portion
 157,  Parish of  Enoggera,   Village  of
 Lutwyche,   on  which   is   erected  a
 7-Roomed House, known as the   Red
 Lion Hotel, with kitchen, stables, &c.
A  beautiful   site  for   private  residence  and
vineyard,  and  cannot well be  surpassed as a 
position for a GENERAL STORE, the want of
which  is  much  felt  in  the  locality.
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locally as he is shown as living next to 
Wheeler’s Store in 1896.
 Son Ainslie attended Brisbane 
Grammar School and then the University 
of Sydney where he studied for a Bach-
elor of Medicine and then a Bachelor of 
Surgery. He enlisted on 1 May 1915 and 
served as a Captain and Major in England 
and France. He suffered from ill health 
and was discharged as medically unfi t. 
While in England he married Marian 
Jessie Norton who unfortunately died in 
1918 and then he married Annie Eleanor 
Bancroft Bundrit in 1922 in Brisbane.
 Daughter Ida Clowes married John 
Webster and lived in Sydney. Joseph re-
tired from practice in 1927. After that his 
chief interest was reading. He died on 11 
October 1942 in his house on Sandgate 
Road.  He was remembered for his philan-
thropic work for the mothers and babies 
of the Holy Cross Retreat, Wooloowin 
and for aiding the work of the Salvation 
Army. His love for animals extended not 
only to his household pets, but led him to 
take an active interest in the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty.

Researched by David Teague.

References: UK Censuses 1861, 1871, 1881,The Brisbane Cou-
rier: July, September 1887, January, August 1888, July 1889. 
January, May 1891, Telegraph: 1942. Australian War Memo-
rial, Beyond 1914- Book of Remembrance, Qld Births, Deaths 
and Marriages, Ancestry.com, Brisbane Post Offi ce Directo-
ries, Dunrobin Estate Map 1896.

 From July 1887 until 1927, Dr 
Joseph Smith Clowes was a household 
name in the area. Not only was he a gen-
eral practitioner and surgeon, he was 
heath offi cer to Windsor Shire and Ham-
ilton Division.
 Joseph Clowes was the son of sur-
geon William Clowes and Rebecca Silcock. 
He was born on 12 June 1854 at Stalham, 
Norfolk, England. We can track his early 
life via the UK Censuses.

1861 Census: William Clowes 55, surgeon, Rebecca 
49, Frank 26, surgeon, Rebecca Jane 19, Ann 14, Mar-
tha 8, Joseph  S. 6, Elizabeth Crowe 24, servant, Eliza-
beth Hales 14, servant, at Stalham, Norwich.

1871 Census: Rebecca Clowes 59 independent, Anna 
24, Martha 18, Joseph S. 16, Julia Johnson 23, general 
servant at Surrey Road, Lakenham, Norwich.

1881 Census: Joseph S. Clowes 26, surgeon M.R.C.S. 
& L.S.A., Martha Clowes 28, sister, Anna Temple 21, 
general servant, George P. Riches 17, groom were at 
Stalham.
 Both parents had died. He accepted 
a post as resident surgeon at the Metro-
politan Free Hospital in London.  and on 
9 November 1886 in Lancashire, Joseph 
married Ida Marion Bond, daughter of 
Rev. George Bond and Margaret Ainslie.
 Very soon afterwards they mi-
grated to Australia. In July 1887, notic-
es started appearing in The Brisbane 
Courier announcing he had commenced 
practice from his house in Bridge Street.
 Shortly after on 30 August his son 
Ainslie Stalham Clowes was born. Ainslie 
after  his grandmother and Stalham from 
the Clowes’ home town.
 For a short time Dr Clowes went 
to Humpybong (Redcliffe) to practice but 
soon returned to Albion.
 Next a daughter, Ida Margaret was 
born on 1 July 1889. Shortly afterwards 
on 11 July his wife Ida died at the age of 
23 years. Was it a co-incidence for 11 days 
later he put his house on the market? Ad-
vertisements continued well into August. 
 If he sold this house he remained 

 Dr Joseph Smith CLOWES
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 Windsor Infants School

cent Welch anticipated that the number of 
cases of measles among younger children 
would increase.
 He said that the incubation of this 
infecting disease was up to three weeks 
and other child members of a family in 
which a case had occurred should be kept 
away from school for that period.
 If a child appeared to be a little off 
colour and had a running cold in the head 
and running eyes - these were often symp-
toms.
 The spots would fi rst appear be-
hind the ears.
 Parents were advised not to look 
upon it as a simple disease for it was 
a  dangerous one because of its possible 
complications such as bronchial trouble.
 The affected child should be kept 
warm in bed for a few days after the fever 
had gone and in a darkened room because 
of the eyes which should be bathed with a 
borasic lotion.
 The patients should be given plen-
ty of cool water or lemon drinks and liquid 
foods only should be given.
 Prior to the development of a mea-
sles vaccine in the 1980s globally measles 

caused an estimated 2.8 million deaths a 
year. During the period 2000 - 2013 there 
was a 75% decrease in deaths.
 High levels of immunity across the 
population make it diffi cult for the disease 
to spread person to person. 
 This does not mean the complete 
elimination of measles in Australia as cas-
es may still be imported by travellers from 
countries where the disease is prevalent. 
About 85% of children globally are being 
vaccinated. Most of those who die are un-
der fi ve years old.
 Due to its highly infectious nature, 
an imported case of measles may also lead 
to infection among individuals who are 
not immune to the disease and may result 
in small and localised outbreaks.
 To maintain Australia’s elimina-
tion status, it is critical that high levels 
of vaccination with two doses of measles 
vaccine are continued.
 Two doses of measles containing 
vaccine are recommended for all children 
given at 12 and 18 months of age. Measles 
containing vaccines are funded by the Na-
tional Immunisation Programme and are 
safe and effective.

 Headlines like this are hopefully in 
the past but some parents seem to want 
history to repeat itself. Old newspapers 
are full of stories about whooping cough, 
tetanus, polio, diptheria and these head-
lines are only from 1946. In April of 
that year, out of 400 pupils at the 
Windsor Infants School, 104 were 
affected by an epidemic of measles.
 The chief medical offi cer of School 
Health Services of that time, Dr St Vin-
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Margaret 
Donnelly

 One of the early pioneers of the 
Palmer goldfields, Mrs Margaret Donnel-
ly, of Swan Terrace, Windsor, died at the 
Brisbane Hospital, at the age of 85.
 She was the daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs John Casey, and was born 
in Leitram, Ireland. She came to Queens-
land about 65 years ago with one of her 
brothers, the late Mr Frank Casey. After 
working in Brisbane she went to Cook-
town, where her marriage to the late Mr 
Daniel Donnelly, who was a policeman on 
the Palmer goldfields took place.

 When she came out of hospital in 
Cooktown after the birth of a child, Mrs 
Donnelly had to make the return trip to 
her home on horseback, carrying the child 
with her, and travelling all the time in fear 
of the blacks who were a great trouble.
 In Cooktown she was a close friend 
of the late Mrs Mary Beatrice Phillips 
Watson, the heroine of Lizard Island.
 She is survived by three sons, 
Messrs T.F., W. M. (of Brisbane), and O. 
D. Donnelly, of Jandowae, and Mesdames 
M. E. Kiernan and I. M. McEwan, of Bris-
bane. The funeral took place at the Toow-
ong cemetery.

The Telegraph: 23 January 1946.

James Rhodes
 The magisterial inquiry into the 
death of James Rhodes, 55 years of age, 
who was killed by a fall of earth in a clay-
pit at Lutwyche, on the 13th instant, was 
held at the Police Court yesterday after-
noon before Messrs. G. Prentice jun., and 
George Wride, J.J.P. Senior-constable Fay 
conducted the inquiry. James Bridge, who 
was working in a claypit near the one in 
which the deceased was killed, stated that 
he heard the fall of earth, and afterwards 
went to the pit and saw the deceased half 
buried, with his neck broken. They dug 
the body out and sent for Sergeant Brown, 
who brought Dr Clowes and took charge of 
the body. Dr Clowes said he examined the 
body, and could not give a certificate of the 
cause of death, but he made a post-mor-
tem the next day, and discovered that the 
cause of death was a transverse fracture of 
the cervical vertebras (broken neck). The 
inquiry then closed.
 The Brisbane Courier: 19 September 1888.

Albert Bush
 Mr Albert Bush, who, for many 
years, carried on a grocery business with 
Mr J. McConachie at Lutwyche Road, 
Windsor, died this week. He was a senior
deacon and treasurer of Windsor Congre-
gational Church, and superintendent of the 
Sunday School there for 26 years. Born at 
Tonbridge, Kent, 75 years ago, he came to 
Queensland 33 years ago, upon the death of 
his uncle, Mr W. H. Bush, who had founded 
the Windsor grocery business. From this 
Mr A. Bush himself retired four years ago. 
He had been ailing for six months before 
his death. Mrs Bush survives her husband, 
also two daughters— Mesdames R. S. Lane 
and A. P. Copp, both of Brisbane.

The Telegraph: 3 September 1943.

 Obituaries
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TOOLS READY FOR
BUILDING TRAINEES

 Tools and the necessary buildings 
had been acquired for the training of hun-
dreds of ex-service personnel in the build-
ing and allied trades in Queensland, high 
officials of the Ministry of Post-War Re-
construction said today.
 The Director of Rehabilitation (Mr 
R. F. Archer) and Mr E. P. E. Eltham (Di-
rector of Industrial Training) are in Bris-
bane to review progress of the training 
scheme and to plan for the future.
 At the present rate of demobili-
sation, they said, the bulk of the forces 
would be discharged by the end of June.
 Mr Eltham said that in addition to 
courses in miscellaneous subjects the Min-
istry was acquiring premises in Queens-
land to provide training in the building 
and allied group trades.
 In Brisbane the Ministry had taken 
over the stores in the grounds of the State 
school at Windsor previously occupied by 
the USA Navy.
 Alterations would be made to ac-
commodate between 400 and 500 train-
ees in carpentry and allied trades.
 As the Ministry had last year pur-
chased £370,000 worth of woodwork 
tools, including machine tools, there 
would be no hold-up in training.
 If necessary 100 men could begin 
training in this building immediately.
 The stores at Stafford, with an area 
of 60,000 square feet, also had been taken 
over. Those were in addition to buildings 
in operation at Moorooka, where about 
200 men were being trained in the wood-
work trades, and at Merivale Street, where 
boot repairers, upholsterers and cash reg-
ister mechanics were receiving tuition.
 Mainly to train men in carpentry 
and joinery, large building space had also 
been secured at Rockhampton, Marybor-
ough, Ipswich, Toowoomba, Bundaberg 
and Townsville.

Building Trainees
 Mr Eltham said that the biggest de-
mand for training came from men anxious 
to engage in the building industry, and 
plans for expansion of their training were 
being made accordingly.
 He added that up to November 16, 
14,162 ex-servicemen and women were be-
ing trained under the postwar scheme.
 Of these 3,100 were receiving full-
time  training, and 73,500 personnel were 
studying in the Army under the pre-dis-
charge scheme.
 Mr Eltham said that there was no 
waiting list so far as training in carpentry 
and the allied trades were concerned. All 
applicants had been placed in training es-
tablishments.

The Telegraph: 19 December 1945
Postscript: Last year it was announced that when 
the Officeworks lease was concluded, the land would 
go back for school purposes.

Old Windsor
Town Hall for

RSSAILA
 The old Windsor Town Hall is 
to become a centre for Windsor re-
turned soldiers with a bowling green, 
Memorial Hall, lounge, rest rooms, 
and a library envisioned.
 The City Council today ap-
proved a recommendation from the 
Finance Committee that the Windsor 
Sub-branch of the RSSAILA be grant-
ed a five-years’ lease of the building 
at a rental of £25 a year.
 The sub-branch undertook to 
maintain the grounds and the hall 
which is one of Brisbane’s land-
marks.        The Telegraph: 26 September 1944
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120 SWARM
IN QUARRY

 
 One hundred and twenty youths, 
armed with hammers and entrenching 
tools, swarmed over the face of Windsor 
quarry yesterday morning. 
 They were not training for moun-
tain climbing, nor were they seeking birds’ 
nests. They were geology students from 
the University, and their quest was knowl-
edge in the form of rock specimens from 
the quarry face.
 Part of their University course con-
sists of field work, involving trips to ar-
eas of geological interest, and yesterday’s 
excursion took in the Kalinga and Albion 
quarries, as well as that at Windsor.
 Windsor quarry forms an interest-
ing cross-section of a volcanic rock forma-
tion dating back to the Mesozoic Age (the 

Town Quarry
middle period in the earth’s history), and 
contains a variety of minerals, including 
age-old charcoal, Brisbane tuff, and mica.
 Mr O. A. Jones and Dr. Dorothy 
Hill, lecturers in geology at the Univer-
sity, stood by to explain points of interest 
and to answer questions.
 In the photo are students R.H. Lee, 
J.K. Wait and at the rear F. Meadows.
adapted  from Sunday Mail: 19 May 1946.

Packing School Milk - United Milk Vendors - 2 March 1953
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Milk 
Bottles

See the story on pages 10 & 11.

Brisbane milk bottles. 
Top row are pint bottles, Middle 
row are half pint bottles and the 
other is a third pint bottle.
From left to right: Wide necked 
bottles c1930s that had cardboard 
lids. Next narrow necked bottles 
that had foil lids c1940s.
Last: square based pint bottles 
that had foil lids from 1948+.

School Milk - 30 Third Pint Bottles to a Crate

Stories & Photos Welcomed


