
Windsor & Districts’
Historical Society Inc.
servicing the old Windsor Town Council areas 
of Albion, Alderley, Bowen Bridge, Eagle 
Junction*, Eildon, Kalinga, Kedron*, 
Lutwyche, Maida Hill, Newmarket*, 
Wooloowin and now extended to cover 
Herston. *part of this suburb.
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The Annual General 
Meeting

will be held at the Chambers 
at 5 p.m. 20 November, 2016.
 The Agenda for the Meeting 
will include: Minutes of the 2015 An-
nual Meeting; Annual Reports from the 
President, Robert Cooper and Audited 
Financial Statements from Treasurer,   
Gem Cowlishaw.

November Meeting

Windsor & District’s Historical Society - November Journal - Page TWO

For the latest 
NEWS and

 PHOTOS 
look at  

our 
FACEBOOK page 

on our website.

In Our Next Issue:
Airgraphs, Nostalgia, 

Grange Explosion, 
Kedron Park Hotel, 

Kalinga Trams, Bruce Pie, 
Clippings, Wilson Hostel, 

Chalk’s ‘Busses,
Holy Smoke, ‘Bus Bits.

2015 -2016 COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Front front left and up and down: 
Gem Cowlishaw, treas-
urer, Rosalie Raciti, vice 
president, Andrew Gildea, 
Rob Price, secretary, Rob-
ert Cooper, president, Cr 
Vicki Howard.

  Election of Office Bearers for the 
2016 - 2017 Year will follow. Positions 
vacant: President, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Junior Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Councillors (3)
 Don’t forget to bring a plate of 
goodies as we celebrate the previous 
year’s achievements and the Festive 
Season. 
 The next General Meeting will be 
held on 19 February 2017 at 5 p.m.

10 & 11
November

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY DISPLAY

Lutwyche 
Shopping Centre

Come and 
See Us
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 Matthew Rigby was the first presi-
dent of the Windsor Shire Council 1887 
and he served as a councillor until 1892. 
 He was born at Wigan in 1831, the 
youngest son of Matthew and Betty Rig-
by. His early life can be traced using the 
U.K. Censuses.
1841  Census: Matthew Rigby 42, warehouseman, Bet-
ty 47, Mary 18, James 16, Elizabeth 14, Matthew 10 
- all cotton workers at Cotton Street, Blackburn.
1861 Census: Matthew Rigby 29, grocer, Emma 27, 
Elizabeth 6, Emma 1, Maria Elcroft 27, house servant 
were at Grover’s Shop, 1 Brackenbury Street, Preston. 
 Matthew married Maria Atherton 
at Liverpool on 3 August 1853. Unfortu-
nately Martha died on 26 April 1854 with  
the birth of their first daughter Elizabeth.
 On 21 June 1855, Matthew mar-
ried his cousin Emma Bennett at Leigh, 
Lancashire. Their first child, Emma was 
born on 28 October 1859 in Manchester. 
Matthew  decided to come to Australia 
and left his pregnant wife and two daugh-
ters with her parents William and Eliza-
beth Bennett.
 The next part of this story is best 
told in Matthew’s own words, which he 
wrote in 1880 to U.K. newspaper in re-
sponse to a dismal letter written by a 
Tydesley man about his migration experi-
ences.
 I left Liverpool as a steerage 
passenger in the good old ship White 
Star bound for Melbourne at the 
latter end of June 1863. The voyage 
on the whole was a pleasant one, 
and no mishaps occurred worth 
mentioning, suffice to say we made 
Melbourne in about 75 days, and 
I was astonished and delighted to 
see such a fine city.
 When I went on board at Liv-
erpool after paying my passage 
money, all the money I had in the 
world was £2/0/6: when I reached 
Melbourne I had augmented it with 
honest industry to £5.
 We landed on a Thursday. 
Having a knowledge of books I 

went about dealers’ shops and 
spent about £3 out of my £5 on old 
books, etc. for sale. On the Saturday 
evening on counting up my cash, I 
found that I had taken between £4 
and £5, making a £2 profit out of it.  
I followed this business in this way 
for about two months.
 After hearing so much about 
Sydney, I determined I would go. I 
did so and reached Sydney just be-
fore Christmas, but I confess I did 
not like Sydney as much as Mel-
bourne.
 I began dealing in much the 
same manner as I had done in Mel-
bourne, mostly in the Market, but 
I took an old wooden building in 
Clarence Street and kept a Johnny-
all-sorts shop. I soon removed to 
a better premises in Market Street 
following the same trade. But be-

Matthew Rigby

Re
se

ar
ch

ed
 b

y 
D

av
id

 T
ea

gu
e.

Emma and Matthew Rigby

continued on Page Seventeen ...



warm red bricks, relieved at intevals with 
horizontal bands of sunken courses.  The 
terracotta roofi ng tiles will be mottled in 
a blend to tone with the walls.

The Telegraph: 22 November 1938.

From: Beres McCallum OAM
 The McCallums bought the house 
from Walter Teerman - he and his wife were 
English. It is understood, he built the house 
for his son, Alfi e. He and his father did much 
of the terracing in the back garden. Alfi e 
joined the RAF as soon as the war started 
and lost his life very early in the piece.
 Mrs Teerman told Beres that she 

 This new home is soon to be erect-
ed to be erected at Windsor on a com-
manding site which provides a sweeping 
panorama of the city and suburbs. Great 
care has been taken by the architect, Mr 
Arthur W.F. Bligh, in planning the whole 
to obtain the best advantage of the site al-
though economy in layout had to be stud-
ied.
 An unusually large lounge opens 
off the stair hall and is interesting in that 
it is L shaped. Large windows and a mod-
ern fi replace incorporated with a built-in 
seat and bookshelves are features of the 
interior planning.
 Easy access to the dining room and 
small offi ce is provided, and the kitchen, 
laundry, maid’s room and trades entrance 
are grouped for convenience.
 Two garages also are accommo-
dated in the ground fl oor. The fi rst fl oor 
includes three bedrooms, a sleepout and 
bathroom with separate closet.
 A large sun deck opens off the stair 
hall. This has a brick and metal balus-
trade which forms the roof of the entrance 
porch and garages.
 The exterior is to be treated in 

98 Constitution Road
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could not bear another winter in the house 
and Beres soon found out why. It really 
needed those fireplaces.
 The photos show what 98 Constitu-
tion Road looked like when the McCallums 
left it. 
 Initially it seems the house was al-
tered to conform with wartime restrictions.  
It was a tall box-like house with a smaller 
box-like bay window on the side. The sepa-
rate garage was abandoned and a garage was 
made under the main bedroom.
 The McCallums later enlarged the 
house by adding an L-shaped lounge with an 
open deck on top and  the lounge opened up 
onto a lovely glassed-in verandah. Crows ash 
floors from Kingaroy were a feature.
 For a full description of the rooms 
and their uses consult the file that Beres has 
compiled  at the chambers.

Photos provided by Beres McCallum, OAM
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Snippets
DEMON DRINK

 A man named William Forbes 
lately a farmer at Rush Creek, on the 
North Pine River, died yesterday evening, 
from the effects of delirium tremens, 
brought on by excessive drinking. It ap-
pears that the deceased came in from his 
farm about two days ago, accompanied 
by his wife and family, for the purpose 
of paying a visit to his brother-in-law, 
Mr Joseph Massey, of Kedron Brook. He 
commenced drinking immediately after 
his arrival, and continued it until last 
Friday, when he was attacked with de-
lirium. The family were living in a house 
near Massey’s, and yesterday Mrs Forbes 
came into town, leaving two little boys 
with her husband. During her absence he 
became very ill, had a sudden attack, and 
died before assistance could arrive.

The Brisbane Courier: 8 April 1873.

FILM OPERATOR’S
PROMPT ACT

Blazing Spool Thrown
Out Window

 When a spool of film caught fire 
at the Liberty Theatre, Day’s Road, 
Grange, on Wednesday night, Regi-
nald Le Francke, 21, of Eureka Street, 
Kelvin Grove, the chief operator, partly 
extinguished the flames with a patent 
extinguisher, and then threw the spool 
through a window. It struck and dam-
aged the hood of a motor car belonging 
to Harold Pike, of Raymont Road, Ald-
erley, and fell beside the car, on which 
paintwork was blistered. Le Francke re-
ceived slight burns on the arm and face.
The spool, which carried 2000 ft of film, 
was being removed from the projector 
at a performance, when a spark ignited 
it. Le Francke’s prompt action prevented 
the spread of the flames, and none of the 
audience was aware of the occurrence.

The Courier-Mail: 10 June 1938

ST COLUMBA’S, 
WILSTON

Convent and School Opened.
 St Columba’s convent and school, 
Wilston, were blessed and opened by 
Archbishop Duhig yesterday afternoon. 
The archbishop was assisted by Rev. Fa-
ther J. Byrne (administrator St Stephen’s
Cathedral) and Rev. Father Fitzgerald 
(parish priest, Wilston) and amongst those 
present were a number of other priests. 

 The convent and school are situated 
on either side, of the church, which occu-
pies a commanding position on the hilltop 
at the corner of Kedron Brook Road and 
Fourth Avenue. 
 The total area of the land secured 
by the church authorities in that favoured 
situation is about 8 acres. The land was 
purchased for about £1,250 and the build-
ings cost about £8,000, whilst other ex-
penses (furniture &c.), swell the total 
outlay to about £10,000. The archbishop 
announced that there is a debt on the 
church, and the convent is free from debt, 
but the school has yet to be paid for.
 Yesterday’s collection amounted to 
about £300 including an anonymous gift 
of £100. Mr W. Naughton contributed £25 
and Archbishop Duhig a like amount.

The Telegraph: 8 January 1917.

bertnot - flickr



Windsor & District’s Historical Society - November Journal - Page SEVEN

Snippets
restoring the full area of playground for 
the use of the pupils of the Windsor State 
School by the removal of the military 
buildings in it, but about 300 men were 
now being trained in carpentry and wood 
machining and 142 more were awaiting 
the training course of six months dura-
tion.

Brisbane Telegraph: 2 April 1947.
See Page 18 August Journal for related story

Shooting Sensation
Brisbane this Morning

Supposed Suicide
WELL KNOWN MAN SHOT 

THROUGH THE
HEART.

 News reaches us through a reli-
able channel that Mr F. W. Wilson, of the 
well known firm of F.W. Wilson and Co., 
biscuit manufacturers, Mary Street, was 
found dead this morning at his residence 
at Enoggera. He is said to have been shot 
through the heart, and it is feared that the 
deed was self-inflicted. Mr Wilson has 
been in failing health for some time past, 
and his eyesight has been known to be a 
source of great trouble to him. The news 
has caused a sorrowful sensation in busi-
ness circles.

The Telegraph: 14 February 1894
Refer to Farrington House and F.W. Wilson arti-
cles later in this issue.

 Wilson was very generous to orphanages, 
hospitals and children’s home - donating parcels 
of biscuits and cakes at seasonal times.

How to Lay an Egg
 A Wilston resident had a pen of 
pullets segregated from the older fowls. 
When they began to lay he turned them 
into the main yard, but they refused to 
take to the nests and were laying their 
eggs here, there and everywhere.

 He decided to train them. On Sun-
day he caught one of the pullets when he 
thought she was about to lay, placed her
on a nest and held her there until she 
produced the egg.

Brisbane Telegraph: June 1948.

ARMY BUILDINGS 
AT SCHOOL

 Efforts to have military buildings 
removed from the grounds of the Wind-
sor State School have been in vain, the 
school committee stated in its report.
 The committee sought to restore 
to pupils the area on which the buildings 
had been erected.

Brisbane Telegraph: 1 April 1947.

Ex-Service Training 
Must Go On

 The Government was under an 
obligation to continue the training of ex-
servicemen in the buildings at the Wind-
sor State School until their courses had 
been completed, said the Minister for 
Education (Mr Williams).
 He realised the importance of 

Roller
Biscuit

Machine
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 David Laughland Brown was the 
third son of John Brown and Janet Laugh-
land and was born on 1 January 1839 at 
Stewarton, Ayrshire, Scotland.
 He married on 18 February 1859 
at Greenock Margaret Elizabeth Bethune, 
daughter of Donald Bethune and Grace 
Livingstone. She was born on 7 October 
1834 at Applecross, Scotland.
 

 Their first child, John Brown, was 
born in 1859 in Scotland. In November 
1861 the trio left Glasgow for London and 
Plymouth.  They boarded the sailing ship 
Clifton of 867 tons under the command 
of Capatain John D’Oyley which departed 
on 5 December 1861.
 After a voyage of 122 days the ship 
arrived at the Moreton Bay anchorage on 
9 April 1862. The next day, the family to-
gether with 32 crates of goods for sale was 
landed in Brisbane.
 A brick house near Dowse’s Wharf
was secured at the first store and in the 
new year a premises in Mary Street was 
acquired for the business of D.L. Brown & 
Co., wholesale importers of general dra-
pery.
 The family stayed at W. Watson’s 
boarding house in Charlotte Street before 
buying a small cottage on the corner of 
Wickham and Ann Street, Petrie’s Bight 
and later lived in a premises in William 
and Mary Street, associated with their 
business store.

David Laughland Brown
 On 1 August 1866, Brown bought 
22 acres at (Newmarket Road) Bowen 
Bridge and had built Langley Bank, 
which was named after his parents’ farm-
ing property in Scotland. 
 Unfortunately, Margaret Brown 
died on 29 April 1869, aged 33 years. The 
following year, David married Marion 
Wight on 29 November 1870. She was the 
daughter of Rev. George Wight of nearby 
Eildon.
 The family grew with the arrival 
of Helen (1871), Marion (1873), Ruby 
(1877), Janet (1878), Archibald (1882) 
David (1884), Dorothy (1886), Marjory 
(1891) and Agnes (1894).
 His business grew rapidly although 
it suffered a major setback with a flood in 
1863 and a huge fire in 1888 and of course 
another flood in 1893.
 In March 1898, David withdrew 
from the firm and it was re-formed as 
Thomas Brown & Sons with his neph-
ews, sons of older brother Thomas in con-
trol.
 In 1880 David bought Morven at 
Sandgate as a seaside residence and after 
the opening of the Sandgate Railway Line 
in 1882, moved there. He sold it in 1906 
and moved to Wyuna at New Farm. Lan-
gley Bank was rented and then sold to 
the Queensland National Bank in 1901.
 David Laughland Brown died on 
13 November 1907.
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1888 - Warehouse Fire
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Street Names

Clifton Street: The name 
of the sailing ship that the 
Brown Family arrived on.
Granville Street: Ruby 
Davina Mary Brown’s mar-
ried name.
Vardon Street: Named 
after Walter Vardon Ral-
ston, manager of the 
Queensland National 
Bank.
Murray Street: Named 
after George Murray, 
former Police Magistrate - 
see February Journal.
Langley Street (now 
Crammond Street) and 
Langley Avenue: Named 
after Langley Bank Ral-
ston Street: Named af-
ter Walter Vardon Ralston 
who lived in Monte Video.
Laughland Street: 
Named after David Laugh-
land Brown. Laughland 
was his mother’s maiden 
name.

Approximately 1901
and below 1923

Langley Bank Estates



Massey Brothers - John and Ralph. Their 
brickworks were in the hollow near the 
Catholic Church, Boundary Street.
 The Aldine History said that 
Massey started near the railway - my in-
terpretation was York’s Hollow where by 
the 1860s there were many brickmakers.
 The police were heavy-handed in-
specting the brickmakers’ licences insist-
ing that everyone working had a separate 
licence.  The Corporation of Brisbane 
wanted York’s Hollow for a park and were 
trying to force out the men.
 In 1848, John Massey bought an 
allotment of about five acres for £15 in the 
Parish of North Brisbane and it looks like 
Ralph was in a cottage in Fortitude Valley 
in 1861.
 In 1859, John bought land in the 
Parish of Enoggera. This was Portion 266 
containing 27 acres 1 rood 29 perches, for 
£27/8/8. It was bounded by Day’s Road, 
Kedron Brook Road, Savage (Inglis) 
Street and a line extending from Montpe-
lier Road. Later on in 1886, he divided 
the land into four, transferring about four 
acres each to his three sons.
 John and his sons made sandstock 
bricks on their Grange property for many 
years. John died 7 September 1888.

 Daughter Sarah married Scot, 
William Forbes in 1863. Their eldest son 
Mansfield Forbes became the owner of 
2 acres of the Massey land in 1887 and 
his occupation is listed as a brickmaker. 
Unlike the red brick from Lutwyche, his 
bricks are dark brown.
Joseph married Jane Walsh; John jr married 
Harriet Butler; James married Mary Ann Ap-
pleby and Martha married August Lather.
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 John Massey, the son of Joseph 
Massey and Mary Ann was born in Eng-
land about 1808.
 It seems he was a teenager on the 
loose and fell foul of the law several times. 
The first offence, using the alias of Lowe,  
was being caught stealing a cake of soap. 
The second offence on 30 April 1825, to-
gether with his older brother Ralph, he 
stole two loaves of bread and was com-
mitted to the County Gaol.  Somehow they 
escaped from custody.
 His third offence was being caught 
stealing two shrew bottles and on 10 Jan-
uary 1827 at the Stafford Quarter Sessions 
was convicted and sentenced to seven 
years transportation.  His alias was listed 
as Lockett.
 He was transported on 11 April 1827 
on the Manilus to New South Wales. On 
21 March 1828 John Massey was brought 
before the court, charged that he had been 
detected in a neighbour’s house, which he 
had entered by a window and he was con-
cealing a bottle of oil. An additional three 
years was added to his sentence.
 He married Mary Simmons in 1836. 
He received his Certificate of Freedom on 
14 January 1837 and his first son Joseph 
was born that year at Mailtland. The fam-
ily then moved northwards to Brisbane.
 John (jr) was born in 1838, Sarah 
in 1840, William in 1842, James in 1851 
and Martha in 1855. References are scarce 
but there was an unclaimed letter at the 
Brisbane Post office in 1846 and anoth-
er in 1848 which is interesting as John 
couldn’t write.
 In November 1846, a Mrs Massey, 
wife of a brickmaker was assaulted by a 
soldier while crossing the river in a ferry 
boat. Also in November 1857 there was 
an advertisement outlining the sale of al-
lotments adjoining J. Massey’s brickyard. 
Brickmakers had to have a licence which 
cost £5 a year. Thomas Roper wrote that 
in the early days there were four families 
north of Petrie’s Bight.  One lot was the 

John Massey
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