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PART ONE

Windsor & Districts’
Historical Society Inc.

servicing the old Windsor Town Council areas
of Albion, Alderley, Bowen Bridge, Eagle
Junction*, Eildon, Kalinga, Kedron*,
Lutwyche, Maida Hill, Newmarket*,
Wooloowin and now extended to cover
Herston. *part of this suburb.

Next Meeting:
3 p.m. 28 May
THE GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE

PETER
LATEMORE

You may remember Peter
was our guest speaker two years
ago in May 2015 when he spoke
on the house Uanda which was
designed by Nellie McCredie.
This time Peter’s topic will be:

QUEENSLANDERS

He will speak on all aspects of the design of Queenslanders. He will discuss the
various layout plans and the special elements
of adornment. The talk will be accompanied by
copious illustrations, plans and photographs.

HINKLER

To quell a local rumour and correct a
Brisbane walk website, Bert Hinkler did not
learn to glide at Hinkler Park or Eildon Hill.
At the age of 19 in 1912 he built gliders and tried them out on Mon Repos Beach,
Bundaberg.
He then went to England to learn to ﬂy
and join the war effort. A newspaper search will
result in many reports about his progress in
Bundaberg and letters that he sent home to his
parents about his experiences in World War I.
In 1928, he ﬂew solo from England to Australia
in the Avro Avian which is preserved in the
Queensland Museum.

Now
Available
As Peter is an expert in his ﬁeld, especially with restoring Queenslanders, his
talk will be invaluable to all members and importantly those who own Queenslanders. All
the nuances will be explained to assist you
with restoration. Invite your neighbours and
friends to come along. Remember, 3 p.m., 28
May next at the Windsor Council Chambers.

Beres’s Book

Areas
covered:
Wooloowin
Kalinga
Maida Hill
Thorroldtown

by Beres
McCallum
O.A.M.

$20

In the AUGUST Issue:
James Trackson
Goanna Salve
World War One Songs
Wilston School Opening
Barry Creyton
Our Gun - At Last
Fischer’s Pottery
Albion Story
Wooloowin - the Name
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SAD BUSINESS
DETERMINED SUICIDE
SOUTH BRISBANE

A very determined suicide took place on
Saturday afternoon, in Grey-street, South Brisbane, a very old resident in the colony, best known
as Pat Maunsell, putting an end to his existence
in a most determined manner.
About half-past three o’clock it appears
that Mrs Maunsell left the house in which she lived
with her husband and family, at the further end of
Grey-street, to come over to the North side to do
some shopping, taking with her two children, and
leaving a third at home with his father. Soon after
Mrs Maunsell had gone, Mr Maunsell sent the boy
left with him out for a ﬁg of tobacco, and the lad
went. He was away about a quarter of an hour,
and on returning found the doors locked and the
blinds drawn down. He felt a little surprised, but
said nothing to anyone about it, supposing his father had gone out and would shortly return, and
he amused himself as best he could for the next
hour, when his mother returned. Mrs Maunsell, being unable to get into the house at ﬁrst, was almost
going away when she caught sight of the keys lying on the ground outside the front bedroom window, and having possessed herself of them she
unlocked the door and entered the dwelling. There
was nothing in the sitting-room, into which the front
door opened, to excite either alarm or suspicion,
but on entering the bedroom, which opened from
it, a terrible sight was presented, the horrible nature of which she could not at ﬁrst realise. The ﬂoor
was covered with a great pool of blood, in the centre of which was visible the half-undressed body of
her husband, but the upper part of the body was
lying beneath the bed and was, therefore, invisible. The bed hangings were saturated with blood,
and on summoning courage to draw them on one
side the full extent of the dreadful occurrence became evident. Then the unhappy woman fully realised everything. The valence concealed a dreadful
sight. There lay the body of Maunsell with only the
trousers and shirt on and a terriﬁc gash across the
throat, while at hand lay a pruning knife with which
the unfortunate man had severed the jugular veins
and the windpipe, probably permitting him to pass
from this world in a very short space of time and
with little suffering. The cries of Mrs Maunsell attracted the attention of Sergeant Grimes, the police drill instructor, who, with a recruit named Max-

well, happened to be near.
They at once went to the house, which is an
ordinary four-roomed one, and found what has been
already described. From the position of the body it
would appear that the fatal deed had been committed while Maunsell was in a sitting position on the
ﬂoor, that he had then fallen back against the bed,
and ultimately rolled under it or, perhaps, he may
have struggled under it. Maunsell had been many
years in the colony, having arrived in Queensland
in 1852, and having been, with few exceptions, a
resident of Brisbane, ever since. He was a man of
considerable means, and lived principally on rents
derived from house property in South Brisbane and
various parts of the city. Until recently he had been
living on a property of his own at Kedron Brook, but
came into town, as it suited him better. Those who
knew him best had noticed during the week that he
was not quite in his usual frame of mind. On meeting old acquaintances in the street he failed to recognise them on several occasions until reminded of
their identity, and he showed signs of restlessness,
such as continually pacing his veranda and so forth.
The immediate reason which led, to the occurrence
of Saturday afternoon can only be vaguely guessed
at by the deceased’s most intimate friends.
Dr O’Doherty saw the body soon after Mrs
Maunsell returned to her house, and pronounced
life to have been extinct for some time. — A magisterial inquiry was held on Tuesday before Mr. W. H.
Day, Assistant Police Magistrate. Margaret Maunsell, wife of the deceased, gave evidence which
was substantially the same as that given above,
and further stated that she had been married
twenty years, and that up to within two months ago
she and her husband were living at Kedron Brook.
During the past week her husband had been low
spirited. He had not been drinking lately, but had
been drinking very heavily all the time they resided
at Kedron Brook. After his drinking ﬁts he used to
be very violent; he had, however, had no drinking
ﬁts since November.—Stephen M. Maunsell, 10
years of age, the boy who had been left at home
when his mother went out last Saturday afternoon,
stated that his father sent him out for a ﬁg of tobacco, and giving him a penny told him he need
not be in a hurry returning. As he was leaving the
deceased put down the windows and went into the
kitchen, and witness concluded that he intended to
go out.— Sergeant Grimes continued on Page Five
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TO THE EDITOR
The Brisbane Courier: 12 May 1887
Sir, - May I trespass upon a small space in your
paper to “air” a grievance that, I am sure, is felt
by all folks living north of the Bowen Bridge-road,
and by the majority of people who use this road
in any way, and that this hill in the ﬁrst place was
not a steep one by any means, and in the second, if it were so, why the divisional board should
not have had it cut down expeditiously, fails to
come within my power of comprehension.
The trafﬁc on this road is great, and at
times - as for instance the polo match at Kedron
Park on Saturday - very great, the danger at the
cutting I have alluded to, both for equestrian and
vehicular trafﬁc, being excessive. The road that
is left open for trafﬁc would just be wide enough
for two vehicles to pass with ease if it were in a
good state of repair, but this it most certainly is
not, the portion of the road that is at the base of
the cutting of Oakwal boundary being in a most
disreputable condition for any heavy vehicle to
pass over, and for a light buggy or dogcart dangerous; only some few weeks back an omnibus
full of passengers went clear over into the cutting.
Now, I am told, the contractor has “two
years and a half” allowed him to level this hill,
and if this be the case it is a most preposterous
thing, and in a city like ours should not be allowed.
I have visited many cities and towns in
the world, and I never saw such an absolute
want of management in the keeping of roads in
good order as in Brisbane.
Go into almost any street or road and you
ﬁnd it pulled up somewhere, and yet, with all this
labour, we never have a decent one to travel on.
So for two years and a half we residents having
this part of the road in a very dangerous state,
and, moreover, apparently we have no remedy,
but experientia docet*up the remedy may be
found.
*Experience
I am, Sir, &c,
is the best
C. PARKER.
teacher.
Sunnyside,
Bowen Bridge-road, 10th May.

The Brisbane Courier: 12 January 1910
Sir,-As an example of the up-to-dateness of the
Postal Department, and a striking proof of how not
to do it, I think you will ﬁnd the following very hard
to beat. A lady friend, on December 21, posted at
the one time three post cards addressed to three
of my children, with the following address-- Sixthavenue,
Eildon Hill, Windsor. Though all
posted at the
same time, only
one of the post
cards
came
to
Brisbane;
the other two
were marked,
try New South
Wales and jauntily sent along
to that State. It
was a real case
of playing “tiggy,” for New South Wales sent them
on to South Australia. The South Australian ofﬁcials, instead of sending them further westward,
marked them, try Victoria. After travelling round
the Melbourne suburbs, they were marked, try
Queensland, and the post cards wearily found
their way to the proper address. The only thing
that surprises me, Mr Editor, is why they did not
try Windsor, so well known in connection with
Windsor Castle; in fact, I suppose that the mention of Windsor invariably brings Windsor Castle
to one’s mind, so that one can scarcely excuse
such a lapse of intelligence on the part of the
postal ofﬁcials.
My children have quite a collection of post
cards, and naturally highly prize the ones now
under review, so I should be pleased if you would
kindly return them after perusal.
Jas. Johnston.
Note: In 1910, the local postman was deprived of his horse
and supplied with a bicycle. Not
much of an advantage in this
hilly district.
Johnston owned Eildon
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OUR BIG GUN

Also See Next Issue

In August 1922 a 5.9 German
howitzer, captured by Australian
Forces on 8 April 1918 was presented
to the people of the Town of Windsor,
by the Australian War Memorial.

5.9 German Howitzer in Action

Compiled from Brisbane Courier 28 August 1922 originally researched by Grace Beecher..

It was mounted on a slab of concrete in
the chambers yard. It was handed over by the
State Governor, Sir Matthew Nathan.
Not for the gloriﬁcation of war, but as
a memorial of superb sacriﬁce, was the sentiment expressed at the ofﬁcial handing over of
the 5.9 howitzer to the Town of Windsor.
The gun was captured in the big advance on the western front. It was placed on a
concrete foundation in the grounds of the council chambers, but the ultimate resting place was
proposed to be in the new Memorial Park on the
opposite of the road. The camouﬂage painting
was added since the gun arrived in Brisbane.
The original camouﬂage was light blue and gold
and these colours were considered unsuitable
to the gun’s surroundings.
The Mayor of Windsor (Ald W.A. Jolly)
said that this was the ﬁrst occasion on which
the Governor has ofﬁcially visited Windsor and
he wished to extend to His Excellency a hearty
welcome on behalf of the citizens.
He added that Windsor had certainly taken part in the capture of the gun, and also in the
defeat of the German army. About 1100 men
had enlisted from the town and of that number

123 had paid the supreme sacriﬁce.
Windsor had not accepted the trophy in
any spirit of gloriﬁcation of war, but as a reminder
of the sacriﬁces which had been made for the
Empire. He trusted that in future the nations
would ﬁnd some better method of settling their
differences than by recourse of war.
The State member, Mr Charles Taylor
supported the Mayor in repudiating any desire to
glorify or deify war. He said the trophy would be
held as a reminder to future generations of the
tremendous sacriﬁce which had been made in
order that they might enjoy liberties.
continued from page 3

and Dr. O’Doherty were also examined.—Dr.
O’Doherty described the wound on deceased’s
throat, stating that he was of opinion that it was
self-inﬂicted, and that death must have been instantaneous. The Week: 12 February 1881.
FAMILY: James Maunsell, son of James Maunsell and
Catherine Casey was born c1828. Children: James 1860,
Catherine 1862, Ellen 1864 died 1867, Edward John 1867,
Stephen Michael 1869, Helen 1872.
Possibly he was licencee of the small Queens
Head Inn from 1852 until it closed in 1855.
One of Patrick’s holdings at Kedron Brook
(Grange) was Portion 31 of 78 acres which he bought
on 25 May 1857 for £78. This lot was sold the following
year.

SOUVENIR
OF THE
GREAT WAR
1914 - 1919

Issued to the Soldiers of Windsor and their
families, in 1919, a listing of the
Men who enlisted from this District.
A Special Limited Edition with
photographs. $20 available now.
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KIRKSTON
In Kirkston we see a truly impressive
residence, successfully designed for Brisbane’s
climate by a prominent and talented architect,
G.H.M. Addison.
Addison who was a member of the Melbourne ﬁrm of Oakden, Addison and Kemp before setting up his own ﬁrm in Brisbane, also
designed The Mansions, Stanley Hall and
Cumbooquepa, as well as the (former) Queensland Museum.

Former Queensland Museum

Kirkston was built in 1889 for the solicitor John Henry Flower, and was named after his
wife, the former Dora Kirk. A large two-storey
brick residence surrounded by wide verandahs

ﬁnished with cast iron and lattice, the house occupies a prominent hilltop position. The slate roof
is a busy combination of gables, hips and chimneys, reﬂecting Addison’s somewhat unusual interior design of truncated wings rather than the
conventional symmetrical plan.
A remarkable account of the construction of Kirkston has survived in the diaries of
the builder, John William Young. The details recorded each day, give a fascinating picture of
a period when skilled artisans and specialised
craftmen practised occupations no longer viable
today. Young tendered for the construction of
J.H. Flower’s house on 17 July 1888. His tender,
for the sum of £3459, was accepted the following
day.
One week later the land was pegged out
by Mr Jopp, the surveyor, but the ﬁnal house site
was not decided until a month later. The cement
foundations and cellar were begun on 10 September, the brickwork using Hendra brick facings
on 14 September.
A month later the ﬁrst ﬂoor joists were
laid, and on 9 January the slater commenced the
rooﬁng.
In April the whole lavish interior was ready

KIRKSTON
1943
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for the Flowers to start moving in the furniture,
some of which had been specially built to complement the various rooms, and still is in Kirkston today.
The interior of Kirkston is typical of Addison’s work - embodying lavish use of times
both local and imported, large areas of brilliant
stained glass and leadlight, and colourful paving
tiles.
The library has a mantlepiece and surround of pale English oak, and a matching bookcase of the same timber. The living room mantle,
of English walnut, is by Bartholomew & Co. and
included an overmantle and cabinets exquisitively detailed with bevelled glass and ﬁne beading:
a matching corner whatnot stands opposite. The
dining room contains an ornate suite of imported
English oak. Here the locally made mantlepiece
of Tasmanian blackwood is hand carved with the
hibiscus motif which is featured in the brilliant
glass of the fanlight and sidelights around the
front door.
The Flower family moved into Kirkston in
June 1889, ﬁnding all to their satisfaction, and
Mr Young received his ﬁnal certiﬁcate for the job
from Addison on 20 July. While it must be remembered that Young employed up to 50 men,
the whole magnigicent construction was done in
those days of manpower and horsepower, in under 12 months.
Young himself was a man with an interesting past. Born in Somerset in 1845, he became
the captain of a ship trading from Durban up the
Zambezi River. Next he tried cotton growing in
Houston, Texas, but returned to England before
emigrating to Queensland in 1874. Here he began bricklaying in the Brisbane sewers, graduating to cottage chimneys, then to building whole
cottages, and ﬁnally to houses and large buildings.
The grounds of Kirkston were formerly
ten acres in area, and although later subdivision
has led to a proliferation of intervening houses,
the original entrance survives at the foot of the
hill, where two brick gateposts are ﬂanked by two
enormous weeping ﬁgs.

Streets) The family story is in the Society’s ﬁles.

FELO

The Far Eastern Liaison Ofﬁce was
based at Kirkston during World War Two. They
produced propaganda pamphlets which were
dropped behind enemy lines. P.O.W.s who were
imprisoned in a shed in the garden, acted as
translators. Beres McCallum, O.A.M.

NOW SERVICES CLUB

Kirkston, an old Brisbane home in Rupert
Street, Windsor, it being used as a mess for ofﬁcers of the Australian army women’s services.
It is open to ofﬁcers of the A.W.A.S., A.A.N.S.
and the A.A.M.W.S There is accommodation.
for 25 ofﬁcers from other States who are posted
to Brisbane, country ofﬁcers who are stationed
here, or ofﬁcers passing through Brisbane.
The Courier-Mail: 12 October 1944.

ESTATE

The Kirkston Estate was offered for sale
on the grounds on Saturday 27 November 1920.
There were 40 allotments offered. For further
details refer to the Kirkston Estate folder at the
Chambers. Map restored by David Teague 1997.

(copied from a photocopy in the Society’s ﬁles from Historic Houses)

FAMILY MATTERS

John Flower married Dora Kirk in 1886.
Their family included 1886 - Dora Lynne Flower, 1889 - Clara Wickham Flower, 1892 - Amy
Gladys Flower and 1897 Rupert (known as Bill)
Wickham Flower. Hence Flower and Rupert
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SNIPPETS
Boys not
forgotten

an autographed folder to each of the boys. The
folders were autographed by 40 veterans at the
annual reunion. Mr Worthington describes the
folders as treasured possessions among veterans
The African War Veterans’ Association
FOOTNOTE: On the bottom of each souvenir
will honour 11 small boys at Wilston State School
folder to be presented tomorrow are inscribed
tomorrow. The boys, members of the Wilston
the words: “Awarded to — for distinguished
school ﬁfe and drum band, were the heroes of
service.”
the veterans’ annual march through Brisbane on
Brisbane Telegraph: 22 June 1954.
May 30.
Due to a misunderstanding, the associaPut Colgate out of Business!
tion found itself without a band only 24 hours beBorax Dentifrice
fore the march. Mrs S. H. Worthington, wife of
Four ounces of powdered preciitated
the association’s president, was able to secure chalk, 2 oz of powdered borax, 1 oz of powdered
the services of the boys.
myrrh, 1 oz powdered orris root, 1 oz of powTomorrow, Mr and Mrs Worthington, and dered cinnamon. Mix and sift.
two vice-presidents and their wives will present
Warwick Examiner and Times: 12 September 1896

Brisbane Telegraph: 23 June 1954.
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Safety gates
electric

What Your Mum Used
To Say!

* Because I said so!
* Wait and see.
* Ask your dad.
* No pudding unless you ﬁnish your dinner.
* If someone asks you to jump off a cliff, would
you?
* I’ve told you a thousand times.
* Say “pardon” not “what”.
* What did your last slave die of?
* You’ll take someone’s eye out with that.
* It’ll end in tears.
* I want, never gets.
* Close the door, you weren’t born in a tent.
* Don’t sit that close to the TV, you’ll get
square eyes.
* There is no such word as “can’t”.
* Who’s ‘she’? The cat’s mother.
* Carrots make you see in the dark.
* If you eat your crusts, you’ll get curly hair.
* Don’t make that face. If the wind changes
you’ll stay like that.
* Do as I say not as I do.
* Back in my day .....
* If you don’t stop crying, I’ll give you some
BELOW:- THE CHALK FAMILY
thing to cry about.
Back: L to R: Arthur, Thomas, Newton, Michael.
* You can ask until the cows come home,
Front: Sarah, John, Polly, Mary Ann (mother),
you’re still not getting one.
Lizzie. (Before 1891)
See pages 17 & 18.
Electric safety gates are to be used at railway crossings, in the Brisbane area. They will replace the present manual
type.
The ﬁrst should be
installed in a few months. It
will be at the Wilston Road
level crossing near Newmarket station.
The Minister for
Transport (Mr Duggan)
said that the estimated cost
would be at least £2,000
each.
The new gate consisted of a boom extending slightly more than halfway across the left
hand side of the level crossing, one on each side
of the railway line.
The booms would be ﬁtted with red lights.
The lights would begin to ﬂash shortly before the
boom was lowered to warn approaching road trafBrisbane Telegraph: 14 October 1953
ﬁc.

Photo: Sue Crittall
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INDIAN ROOT PILLS

Researched by David Teague.

Many of us remember the familiar blue
pills could cure from both ends.
signs around the countryside (and one at WindOriginally the pills were compounded
sor) which advertised Dr Morse’s Indian Root
by one Andrew Moore
Pills.
but were later promoted
Around 1898, Queensland newspapers
by the W.H. Comstock
were ﬂooded with advertisements for this micompany of New York
raculous cure. They came in the form of tescity. This company also
timonials alluding to spectacular cures. Even
made Carlton’s Pile
the advertisements say these pills would cure:
Liniment, Kline’s Tooth
biliousness, indigestion, dyspepsia, constiAche Drops and Judpation, sick headache, liver diseases, sallow
son’s Worm Tea.
complexion, kidney troubles, gall stones,
The advertising
jaundice, ﬂatulency, foul breath, inﬂuenza,
story was that it was an old American Indian
malarial fever, travel, worms, female ailremedy and was promoted as such. It was exments, piles, pimples, boils, blotches, scrofported to Australia in the 1880s and a branch
ula, la grippe, palpitation, nervousness, eccompany was set up, based in Sydney. Elliott
zema, rheumatism, neuralgia and impure
Bros in Brisbane were the local
blood.
agents.
What was in this miracle cure? It turns
The pills were sold in a
out that it was aloe, mandrake, jalap, cayenne
unique moulded glass bottle at
pepper and gambage. What? Well Harry Potter
1/3 (12c) and a wrapper which
knows all about mandrake root. It is poisonous
bore the signature of W.H. Comand a laxative. Jalap comes from the roots of a
stock.
Mexican climbing plant. Gamage is a gum resin
from Cambodia. These ingredients are all laxatives - some quite strong and some even act as
an emetic. The pepper heats things up. So the
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