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Windsor & Districts’
Historical Society Inc.

servicing the old Windsor Town Council areas
of Albion, Alderley, Bowen Bridge, Eagle
Junction*, Eildon, Kalinga, Kedron*,
Lutwyche, Maida Hill, Newmarket*,
Wooloowin and now extended to cover
Herston. *part of this suburb.

Jenkin Rees

Researched by David Teague.

Younger daughter, Janet was born in 1861
Jenkin Rees, the son of stonemason,
and
later
married brickmaker, Samuel Hedge,
Morgan Rees and Mary Phillips, was born in
They had a family of eight children.
Swansea, Wales on 3 October 1816.
In 1867, Jenkin bought over eleven acres
It is assumed that he was apprenticed to
of land at Lutwyche near the ﬁveways and comhis father and became a stone mason also.
On 24 July 1847 we next hear about menced brickmaking. He also bought land frontJenkin for he and three friends are listed for trial ing Lutwyche Road and lived in a brick cottage,
at the Brecon Summer Assizes. Jenkin Rees 32, later to be occupied by John Graham and by
mason, Thomas Jones 20, collier, David Davies Carroll the chemist and now the site is occupied
26, puddler and William Howell 23, tinman were by the Good Guys electrical store.
Son Morgan and son-in-law Samuel
charged with assault of Evan Thomas and the
theft of 12 half crowns (2/6), 10 shillings and one
sixpence. They were convicted and received a
sentence of seven years’ exile.
Although there were thousands of convicts sent to Moreton Bay for colonial crimes,
only two ships were sent carrying exiles directly to Moreton Bay. The ﬁrst was Mount Stewart Elphingstone in 1849 and the Bangalore
which left Plymouth on 6 January, 1850. Aboard
the Bangalore which arrived on 30 April, were
Rees, Howell and Jones. The Moreton Bay
Courier of 28 September 1850 printed a list of
men from the Bangalore who received their tickets-of-leave. So they were free but couldn’t reMorgan Rees and Family
turn for seven years. Rees gained employment
Hedges
were
also well known brick makers.
in Fortitude Valley.
Jenkin was a staunch supporter of the loIt is recorded in the Brisbane General
cal
Methodist
Church and donated the land for its
Hospital Minutes that Jenkin was admitted to the
construction and together with other local brickhospital in 1851.
In May 1853, Jenkin married Elizabeth makers donated the bricks for its construction.
Jenkins, daughter of Evan Jenkins and Janet He died on 1 November 1895 at “Rees Paddock”
Howells who was born in 1821 in Wales and ar- and was buried at Lutwyche Cemetery. Wife
Elizabeth died in 1896.
rived in Brisbane on 11 JanuSon Morgan Rees’
ary 1853 on the Parsee.
obituary in 1940 stated he, faMary Ann, their ﬁrst
ther
of Messrs Steven Rees,
child, was born on 28 Octointer-state bowler, and Morber 1854 in Fortitude Valley.
gan
and Mervyn Rees, also
In 1874 she married local lad
Brisbane bowlers, died in
Thomas Bradshaw (jr) (fruithis home, Everton Cottage
erer and drayman) and had
on the corner of High Street,
eight children.
aged 81. Mervyn Rees reSon, Morgan was born
ceived the Military Cross in
Rees’ Brick Cottage
in 1859 and later he married
1918.
Annie Clara Murray and had a family of seven
A photo of Steven Rees’ newagency appears on page 19.
children.
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FLOOD DAMAGE -1887
RUINED GARDENS
EMPTIED TRENCHES
NO “DRY” EARTH
LOST PANS
AWFUL SMELL

that the contractors
will
use every effort to resume
the supply of
earth to the
public as soon
as possible.
In the
stables
the
water
softened the ﬂoor
to such an extent that several
horses
were bogged;
and the corporation shed has been blown to the ground. The
road to the depot has been washed away opposite Mr Galloway’s residence, and men and
drays are now employed carting ﬁlling-up stuff
to render it passable. The sanitary contractors
have lost property to the value of about £1000,
among which was a stock of 401 pans which
were washed right away, beside others, of which

Brisbane Courier: 25 January 1887 - Researched by Grace Beecher.

FLOOD DAMAGE

The damage done at the manure depot,
Kelvin Grove, is enormous and it is impossible
to state what the result of the inundation will be.
The water rose to within 12 ft of the stables, and
the lower part of the paddock was completely
submerged, the water lying on it to a depth of 2 ft
to 10 ft.
The earth which covers the deposits in
the pits or trenches in this part has been washed
away and the contents of the pits strewn all over
the ﬂats, together with a mass of decaying vegetable matter from the neighbouring Chinaman’s
gardens. About sixty or seventy pits have been
emptied in this manner, in some cases even the
old trenches ﬁlled up when Messrs Baker, Pibworth & Co. had the contract, being washed
out.
The “dry” earth reserve is 6 ft under water,
and about 200 loads of dry earth carted by Messrs
Dobbyn & Co. have been destroyed. There will
consequently be no dry earth to be obtained for
some days to come, but Mr Dobbyn assures us

the number is not known. Pans are now being
picked up in twos and threes in different parts of
the surrounding country.
The contractors are digging fresh trenches on the dry part of the depot, but as fast as the
earth is thrown out, water runs in, and the nightsoil will have to be emptied into the water until a
better state of things is established.
The smell from the disinterred excrement
and decaying vegetation is something awful. It
will be many days before the damage is made
good.
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coming ofthetrams
Ever since the extension of the electric
trams to Bowen Bridge in 1897, the local residents and Windsor Shire Council pressed for an
extension into their area.
Hopes were raised when in January
1912, the Windsor Council was informed by Mr
Badger, manager of Brisbane Tramways, that
he intended to extend the Bowen Bridge Road
tramway to Kedron Park. It was explained that
it would take time as the rails had to be ordered
from England.
In May, it was announced that the rails
were on their way and permission was sought to
store them along the route until needed and that
the work would be done in two sections: ﬁrst to
the council chambers and then to Kedron Park.
The next stage was to obtain State Government approval for the 2 miles 73 chains
extension. Another problem was the use of a
temporary Bowen Bridge while a new bridge
was being built. Finally on 5 December 1912,
the approval for the extension was given but not
published in the Government Gazette until legal

problems were settled.
In the meantime, the manager, Mr Badger
had been away for six months travelling to England and the United States. He brought back the
design for a new tram which he ordered.

The local councils were unhappy with the
company and were in talks to buy out the franchise before it ran out in 1925 but nothing eventuated.
It wasn’t until October 1913 that the government and the company agreed to terms for
the extension. The Windsor Council was informed by letter that the work on the tramway

Background - next to Bunya Pine - Bradshaw Estate (2) Sign

The Opening of the Kedron Park Tram Extension - 5 December 1914 Outside Wooloowin School.
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Site of future BCC Store
Felsman’s Butchers

Bradshaw Street

Looking North along Lutwyche
Road at the Bradshaw Street
crossover.

would run from Kennedy Terrace, Red Hill to
Kedron Park.
Every man and his dog was at the opening ceremony. The politicians from everywhere
were there. The Mayor of Windsor, Alderman
William Clark conducted the proceedings from
the motorman’s position on a tram and after
a speech from State Member, Mr Macrossan
which included a reference to the recent signing of the contracts for the new Bowen Bridge
(Windsor) School, drove the tram breaking the
ribbon stretched across its path.

Written by David Teague.

would start on 10 April 1914. Work progressed
quickly and the Windsor tram extension to the
Windsor Town Council chambers opened on 3
September 1914. There was no ceremony but
the services were heavily patronised on the day.
A ten minute service was instigated to Red Hill
via the city. There was a double line of track to
there.
By October there were
several problems arising
with the tramway. Firstly
a waiting shed was to be
erected on vacant land
near the chambers but the
company suggested the
council’s design was such
that it would be used by
undesirable people. There
was a dust problem with
the construction along Lutwyche Road and the council was suggesting changes to the design of the
line near Kedron Bridge. It was proposed to buy
land from the Perry Estate to widen the road.
Finally on 3 December The Daily Standard reported that the new tram extension would
be opened the following Saturday, 5 December
1914. It said that the ﬁrst cars would only run as
far as the new school (Wooloowin) as the ﬁnal
section of the line was not ﬁnished. The trams

Tramway Construction 1914 - From Chalk Street looking South.
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AT THE RACES
The Queensland
Figaro
30 April 1889

At the Kedron Park Races
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teach your girl
To sew.
To cook.
To mend.
To be gentle.
To value time.
To dress neatly.
To keep a secret.
To be self-reliant.
To avoid idleness.
To mind the baby.
To darn stockings.
To respect old age.
To make good bread.
To keep a house tidy.
To control her temper.

To be above gossiping.
To make a home happy.
To take care of the sick.
To humour a cross old man.
To marry a man for his worth.
To be a helpmate to a husband.
To take plenty of active exercise.
To see a mouse without screaming.
To read some books besides novels.
To be light hearted and ﬂeetfooted.
To wear a shoe that won’t cramp the
foot.
To be womanly under all
circumstances.

(Found in a Dr Morse’s Indian Root Pills advertising booklet.)

TEACH YOUR BOY
To run.
To swim.
To carve.
To be neat.
To be honest.
To make a ﬁre.
To be punctual.
To do an errand.
To cut kindlings.
To sing if he can.
To hang up his hat.
To hold his head erect.
To respect his teacher.
To button his mother’s boots.
To wipe his boots on the mat.
To read aloud when required.
To cultivate a cheerful temper.
To speak pleasantly to an old
woman.

To be kind and helpful to his sisters as
to other boys’ sisters.
To close the door quietly especially when
there is a sick person in the house.
Not to tease boy smaller than himself.
To help the boy smaller than himself.
To speak pleasantly to an old woman.
To put every garment in its proper
place.
If he does anything, to take his mother
into his conﬁdence and above all
never lie about anything he has
done.
To take pride in having his mother and
his sisters as his best friends.
When play is over for the day, to wash
his face and hands, brush his
hair, and spend the evening with
his family.
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chalk’s ‘busses
PART TWO
The effects on the 1893 ﬂood on the Chalk
enterprises were immediate.
In the Darling Downs Gazette of 24 July
1893 was a story CHALK CHALKED OUT.
Persons travelling by some of the
omnibus routes this morning were not a little surprised to ﬁnd the name of John Chalk
had been erased, and the names of others
substituted in its place. It is understood that
four gentlemen, including Mr John McMaster
(Mayor), had seized the omnibuses under securities. The initiative was taken by Mr William Siemen yesterday or the previous day.
This morning Mr McMaster, who was one
of the creditors willing to give “time” to Mr
Chalk, seized the Paddington, Lutwyche and
Spring Hill lines by virtue of his securities,
and two other creditors similarly protected
their interests. Light was thrown on the subject by the announcement that Mr Chalk had
ﬁled a petition in the Supreme Court for the
liquidation of his estate. The liabilities are set
down at £12,176 10s.
William Siemen had seized the Albion line
over which he held a bill of sale after he learned
that the Ropeworks line of omnibusses had been

handed over by Chalk to a ﬁrm that held a security over them. In The Telegraph on 2 August
1893, only a week later this article appeared:
Latest Liquidation.
A petition has been ﬁled in the Supreme Court for the liquidation of the estate
of Michael Chalk, of Brisbane, omnibus proprietor. Liabilities, £1,629. A general meeting of creditors will be held at the ofﬁce of
Messrs. Unmack and Fox, on Thursday, 17th
instant, at 3 p.m.
At a meeting on 8 August it was revealed
that in 1890s there was a falling off in receipts
because of opposition vehicles being run on
Chalk’s routes and also the extension of the
electric trams and the seemingly preference given to them. The account books were found to be
correct. The ﬂoods isolated various stables including the ones at Lutwyche and Albion and the
loss of Victoria Bridge causing a great reduction
of passengers and the high price of feed, sealed
the estate’s fate.
In the estate’s assets, the Lutwyche stables and two houses were valued at £1050.The
Albion stables and house were valued at £400.
It was decided to liquidate the estate by arrangement and not in insolvency.

One of John Chalk’s Horse ‘Busses - Taken around 1890
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John Chalk’s ‘Bus travelling
along Hamilton Road
(Kingsford Smith Drive)
to the Hamilton Hotel.

Researched by David Teague with assistance from Sue Crittall.

Photo: A. Lomer & Co.

John Chalk died on 11 March 1914. He
left a widow, and a grown up family of three sons
and six daughters. The funeral departed from
his residence, Bideford, Goeldner Street, Eagle
Junction for the Nundah Cemetery.
Footnote: The Telegraph of 8 December 1893
said: Young Jack Chalk, son of the worthy
gentleman of omnibus fame, has cut the
painter with the City Trafﬁc Board, and is off
to provide the necessary omnibus accommodation for the Bundabergers.

The Telegraph: 10 July 1874

The Brisbane Courier: 7 August 1865
A four generation family tree is now
included in the Society’s ﬁles as well as the extensive newspaper clippings that were sourced
for this story.
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SHOPS - 1925
REES NEWSAGENCY
Lutwyche Road,
next to Imperial Theatre.
Look at the Newspapers
they sold:
The Daily Standard,
Courier,
Daily Mail,
Sunday Mail,
Truth,
Telegraph,
Sunday Times
As well as a soda
fountain & Kodak
supplies.
BUSH &
McCONACHIE
Eildon Road corner
Family Grocer and
Provision Merchant.
They sold:
Brush and Tinware,
Produce & Provisions,
Enamelware,
Crockeryware,
Ironmongery,
Huttons Hams & Bacon
Newspapers
BON MARCHE
EMPIRE CASH
STORE
Lutwyche Road,
near Methodist Church.
They sold groceries and
produce,
petrol (pump at RH edge)
Lux & Lifebuoy Soap,
Canned Goods,
Brushware,
Newspapers,
Galvanised Tubs,
Bags of Feed,
Phone: Albion 2454
Windsor & District’s Historical Society JOURNAL - May 2017 - PAGE NINETEEN

“bus bits

DIRECTORY

Windsor & Districts’ Historical
Society Inc.
Please address all correspondence to
The Secretary
P.O. Box 539, Lutwyche. Q. 4030
e-mail: windsorhistory@optusnet.
com.au
Telephone: 0401 802 980
Old Windsor Council Chambers
opposite Albion Road Junction
Lutwyche Road, Windsor
Opening Hours 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Sundays and Mondays
Membership Year:
1 October 2016 to 30 September 2017.

Exhibition - Hospital,
Swan Hill - Eildon Hill ‘Bus

(Destination on lower body appears to be VALLEY)

Amalgamated Omnibus
Company.

Since there appears to be some doubt
as to which lines and routes the company have
arranged to take over, we are instructed to
say the purchase of the following lines with all
plant, &c, namely: Chalk’s Lutwyche, Bulimba
Milton lines; Dennis’s Red Hill route lines; Winterbottom’s Highgate Hill and West End lines;
Jenkins’s James-street and Teneriffe lines;
Goodwin’s Kedron Park and Downfall Creek
lines; Roberts’s Toowong and Cemetery lines.
The Telegraph 20 April 1887
(There appears to be no evidence that this
amalgamation took place.)

You can read the journals on line at
www.windsorhistorical.org.au
Next Meeting:

3 pm Sunday,
28 May 2017
Ofﬁce Bearers
President:.......................Robert Cooper
Senior Vice-President:...Rosalie Raciti
Junior Vice-President....Andrew Gildea
Secretary:...................... Rob Price
Treasurer:......................Gem Cowlishaw
Councillors:
Tony Gleeson
Cr Andrew Wines

For the latest news join us on facebook.
Stories & Photos Welcomed
Produced by David Teague.
Proof Readers: Judy Willis
and Rosalie Raciti.

Windsor Road - Red Hill
Petrie Terrace
Railway Gates - Normanby ‘Bus

Delivered by e-mail
Print version courtesy of
Trevor Evans, M.P.
Thank you for your support.

(Similar style to the top photo))
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