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The Windsor Red Cross Society
as the boys at the front.
 Fifty beds had to be furnished with 
their complements of linen; and towels 
and pyjamas, dressing gowns etc., were 
all urgently required. There was no hesi-
tation, the work had to be done, and the 
members of the Windsor Red Cross Soci-
ty commenced and finished their arduous 
task without a rest or murmur. 
 Each year a pair of socks with 
Christmas Greetings has been sent to all 
relations of members who were serving at 
the front. The Branch has also given as-
sistance to the Red Cross Kitchen and on 
the first Wednesday in each month the 
members brought delicacies for that in-
stitution.
 In addition to the work of providing 
warm clothes and comforts for the men at 
the front, the Windsor Branch recognised 
that the campaign could not be carried on 
without money and the result of their vol-
untary efforts was that over £2,000 was 
raised for Red Cross purposes.

from Souvenir of The Great War 1914- 1919           
Compiled by Alderman W.A. Jolly.

 Shortly after the Great War broke 
out the people of the Town of Windsor re-
alised the gravity of the position and also 
how true it was that our gallant men who 
were going to the front required more that 
a rifle and a bayonet to defeat the enemy. 
They would require warm clean clothes, 
special food luxuries and medical com-
forts.
 

 Action was taken at once and the 
Windsor Branch of the Red Cross Society 
formed. The first meeting was held in Sep-
tember 1914 - not a month after the out-
break of hostilities - and since that date 
the members have continued to meet eve-
ry Wednesday morning for the purpose 
of knitting socks, cutting out, sewing and 
completing warm clothes and underwear 
etc. and as evidence of the good work done 
in this direction it might be mentioned 
that the Branch has sent into Headquar-
ters 5,600 garments since its formation.
 When the Rosemount Hospital was 
opened for sick and wounded soldiers the 
Windsor Branch took care of this Institu-
tion as their special work. The hospital 
was kept supplied with delicacies, flowers 
etc. for the wards and mending was done 
and concerts arranged from time to time. 
Many a soldier will bless them for their 
companionship, the sympathy and the 
many comforts provided by the women of 
Windsor, but most of all for the unbroken 
sympathetic interest shown by one and 
all. It was no light task and our women-
folk showed that they were as dauntless 

SOUVENIR
OF THE
GREAT WAR
1914 - 1919

Issued to the Soldiers of Windsor and their 
families, in 1919, a listing of the 

Men who enlisted from this District. 
A Special Limited Edition with 

photographs. $20 available now.
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BILIOUSNESS AND HEADACHE

BILE BEANS PROVE THE 
REMEDY

 When you are bilious, every thought 
of food is nauseous. When the room gets 
warm, you feel as if you are going to be 
sick. If you hurry to catch a car or a train, 
there is the feeling again. Headaches, 
turning off with sickness, a nasty coated 
tongue, are other symptoms of Bilious-
ness, and a symptom most distressing to 
the female sex is the fearful green-yellow 
colour which the face comes to have if Bil-
iousness is allowed to continue. All this 
arises from misdirected bile, which is due, 
primarily, to improper liver action. 

 Mr August Lather, of Massey’s 
Hill, Kedron Brook Road, Enoggera, Bris-
bane, says :- I was greatly troubled with 
Biliousness, which was accompanied by 
headaches, a nasty taste in the mouth, 
and fits of vomiting, which caused me 
many a restless night. I tried many so-
called cures for Biliousness, but could 
gain no relief until I took Bile Beans. A few 
doses afforded me immediate relief from 
the Biliousness, dispelled the headaches, 
gave me a relish for food, and brightened 
me up generally. My wife also reaped 
considerable benefit from Bile Beans, 
and from an all-round experience I can 
safely say that they are unequalled as a 
mild, safe, and effective family medicine.

Bile Beans

 Bile Beans are a safe and speedy 
cure for Biliousness, Headache, Indi-
gestion, Stomach Troubles, Constipa-
tion, Piles, Debility, Female Weaknesses, 
Nervousness, Bad Blood, Bad Breath, 
Anaemia, Disturbed Sleep, Loss of Ap-
petite, Summer Fog, and, in fact, all ail-
ments that owe their origin to defective 
bile flow, assimilation, or digestion. Ob-
tainable generally at 1s. 1 1/2 d, or 2s. 9d. 
large box.
(contains three times the 1s 1 1/2 d. size)
The Brisbane Courier: 15 December 1905.

 Advertisements like these with 
personal testimonials appeared in news-
papers all over Queensland in the 1890s 
and 1900s.
 Bile Beans was a laxative supposed 
to be based on a secret recipe known only 
to aboriginal Australians.  It actually con-
tained cascara, rhubarb, licorice 
and menthol. This product was still be-
ing sold up to 25 years ago.
 August Lather married Martha 
Massey of the Grange brick-making fam-
ily in 1878 and had a large family: Anna 
(1878), Edwin (1879), Albert (1882), 
Ernest (1884), Aurora (1885), Lancelot 
(1886), Bertha (1891), Oscar (1893), Ju-
lius (1895), Herbert (1896), and Howard 
(1897).Re
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Farrington House

Lee was transferred to Babinda about 
1926 and about three years later to Toow-
oomba, where he subsequently died, and 
Farrington House was sold.
 Farrington then passed through 
several owners, most of whom resided 
there until it was purchased by the Bap-
tist Union of Queensland in 1948 for use 
as a refuge for elderly people of the Bap-
tist and other denominations. It was to be 
know as Clifford House in memory of the 
Baptist pioneer, Dr Clfford.
 The house was later used as a room-
ing house and flats which left the building 
severely mutilated, with interior fittings 
stripped, partitions erected, verandahs 
enclosed and multiple carports.
 This delightful residence is built of 
timber in a Carpenter’s Gothic style with 
attic windows, finials and cast iron ballus-
trading to verandahs and balconies.
 The timber structure, where pro-
tected by the verandah, has its studwork 
and bracing exposed to form a decorative 
pattern. Timber posts appear in pairs and 
have a joint spiky capital. The entry pedi-
ment fretwork has no overhanging barge 
although barges appear on the gables.
 On the western side of the house, 
cedar doors between the dining and draw-
ing rooms can be folded back to make one 
large area, at either end of which is a mag-
nifiicent stained glass window - one por-
traying Thrift, the other Labor.
 In 1911, most of the land around 
Farrington House was subdivided into 
124 sixteen perch allotments and sold. 

 The picturesque home often de-
scribed as a wedding cake with dripping 
icing, was built about 1882, the year 
that Frederick Waters Wilson, a biscuit 
manufacturer, purchased the land from 
Christopher Llewellyn. Perhaps it is not 
only a co-incidence that Wilson’s firm 
was awarded prize medals in the wed-
ding cake section of the Queensland Ex-
hibitions in 1885 and 1886.
 At the time of construction of 
Farrington House the firm solicited the 
attention of Captains, merchants and 
storekeepers to the large and varied 
stock kept by them at their steam biscuit 
manufactory, Mary Street, Brisbane.
 It seems that Wilson died in 1894. 
One story proposes that he suicided 
when his biscuit manufactory was flood-
ed in 1893. From this time until 1917, it 
appears that Farrington House was 
rented. 
 In 1917 Farrington House be-
came the home of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harry William Lee and his family. Lee, a 
school teacher and war veteran, was later 
appointed headmaster of the Chermside 
State School. He was associated with the 
formation of the Queensland Teachers 
Union and was a member of the Univer-
sity of Queensland Senate from 1920 - 
1923.
 Farrington House was a hive of 
social activity during the Lee’s family resi-
dence. Every Sunday was open house and 
tennis was played on the gravel court.
 

From
 Farrington Estate folder.
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for storing butter and other articles re-
quired in the baking.
 There is some new machinery just 
received but not yet erected in the room. 
When it is up the output of the estab-
lishment, we believe, will be materially 
increased In the building are two patent 
lifts one for lifting or lowering goods from 
one floor to the other and the second for 
receiving or delivering at the rear of the 
building. At the back of the building is a 
large yard extending through to Marga-
ret street and here are sheds for storing 
and repairing the tins in which the bis-
cuits are packed as they are turned out.  
Ascending a staircase from the back, we 
come again onto the first floor, where the 
whole of the packing, in connection with 
the establishment is done. About fifteen 
or twenty girls are here engaged and as 
the work of packing consists of merely 
placing the biscuits neatly in tins, and 
those at work can sit down all the time, 
the occupation does not appear to be 
by any means arduous. The biscuits are 
spread out on a long table, and the pack-
ers sit in rows at either side of the table, 
with their tins beside them. The greatest 
cleanliness is observed in this work and 
the tins are as bright as though they were 
just turned out from the smiths’ shop. On 
this floor there are piles of biscuits ready 
tinned and waiting removal as they are 
sold. Passing this spot we come again to 
the front doors of the establishment  
 Throughout the whole place the 
scrupulous cleanliness on every side is 
to be remarked. Twice a year Mr Wilson 
informs us every part of the premises is 
white washed, and every day there is a 
thorough cleaning up. The biscuit trade 
in this city and the provincial towns of the 
colony is largely supplied by Wilson and 
Co. and their business is rapidly increas-
ing. The firm employs altogether about 
fifty hands, and the work done is under 
the direct supervision of the principals.

 The biscuit factory of Messrs Wil-
son and Co. is a substantial brick build-
ing facing Mary Street in this city, and the 
premises of the firm extend back as far as 
Margaret Street. On entering the build-
ing we find the private office on the right 
hand, and the counting house on the left. 
Passing through the latter place we come 
to a division of the establishment which 
may be fairly termed a show room.
 The prevailing articles exhibited 
are shop window decorations, Christmas 
tree decorations, show cases and glass 
shades of all descriptions, and general 
fancy goods in the trade. Some of the show 
cases are filled with wedding cake embel-
lishments, and the firm seems to have at 
least a thousand marriages in anticipa-
tion. This fact will be consoling to bashful 
young men and elderly spinsters. Before 
going through the storing and packing 
room, which is on this floor, Mr Wilson 
suggests that we shall take a turn down-
stairs. Here on the ground floor is a fine 
room 62 ft by 51 ft, and it seems to be full 
of machinery. Belts are flying in all direc-
tions, and though baking is going on and a 
10 horse power engine is supplying motive 
power to the numerous labour saving im-
plements the room is pleasantly cool. Mr 
Wilson objected to any detailed descrip-
tion of the machinery employed. He does 
not wish other people to reap the benefit 
of his experience and come into competi-
tion with him in the trade. One interesting 
item in the place is what is termed a ma-
chine oven. In this the biscuits after being 
prepared are cut into shape and baked, the 
machine work being more regular than ef-
fected by hand. (see Page Seven)
 Men and lads are hurrying, to and 
fro, some with tins of kneaded dough and 
others with trays of biscuits ready for the 
oven, while others are attending the ma-
chines and receiving the material for the 
oven as it is turned out in proper form. At 
one end of this apartment there is a cellar 

F.W. Wilson & Co.

Th
e 

Br
isb

an
e 

Co
ur

ie
r:

 2
1 

Ju
ly

 1
88

4.



Windsor & District’s Historical Society - November Journal - Page FIFTEEN

school being erected Bowen Bridge, at a 
cost of something like £15,000.

The Telegraph: 24 July 1915.

NEW SCHOOL AT 
WILSTON

 The Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion (the Hon. H. P. Hardacre), in com-
pany with Mr H. G. McPhail, M.L.A., and 
the Mayor of Windsor (Ald A. Inglis), on 
Saturday afternoon visited the proposed 
site of a State school for Wilston. The site 
in question is at the south-eastern corner 
of the Wilston Park reserve. The scheme 
proposed contemplates that the council 
should sell to the department an acre and 
7/20 ths of an acre as a site for the school, 
the council undertaking with the pro-
ceeds of the sale to provide a children’s 
playground, also a tennis court, mainly 
for the use of the children, on two sepa-
rate blocks adjoining the school site. Mr 
Hardacre was very favourablv impressed 
with the site, and will recommend its ac-
ceptance.

The Telegraph: 17 July 1917.

Minister’s Mind
HOW IT WAS CHANGED

SCHOOL NEAR A HEALTH 
DEPOT

 At the meeting of the Windsor 
Town Council last evening, a letter was 
read from the Department of Public In-
struction re proposed site at Wilston, 
stating that the Minister desired a defi-
nite agreement to be entered into to the 
following effect: 
1. The council to permanently devote the 
children’s playground to the use of chil-
dren, not necessarily State school chil-
dren only, but to include State school 
children. 
2. The council to permanently devote the 
tennis court grounds to be used for the 
playing of tennis, the State school chil-
dren to be given free access to the ten-

 As the Wilston State School 
counts down towards its centenary, 
it is interesting to see some of the 
news items about its establish-
ment. 

Request for a School 
at Wilston

 Mr H. D. Macrossan, M.L.A. yes-
terday introduced to the Minister for 
Public Instruction a deputation of ladies 
and gentlemen representing the Wilston 
State School Committee and residents of 
the Wilston district who submitted a re-
quest that a school should be built there. 
The progress of the district and its needs 
were urged. It was stated that there were 
at present 323 prospective pupils who 
now had 35 minutes walk to the Bowen 
Bridge or Newmarket schools and there 
were dangers to the children in crossing 
the railway line. The longer the matter 
was delayed the more difficult it would be 
to secure a suitable site. Mr Blair, in re-
ply, mentioned that a similar deputation 
had urged the need for a school two years 
before when a report was obtained from 
an inspector, which had proved adverse 
to the granting of their wishes.

The Brisbane Courier: 30 June 1914.

SCHOOL FOR 
WILSTON

Inspection of Sites
 The Under-Secretary for Public 
Instruction (Mr J. D. Story), Mr. H. G. 
McPhail, M.L.A., and Ald C. Taylor (May-
or of Windsor) visited the State schools at 
Windsor, Wooloowin, and Bowen Bridge 
yesterday afternoon, and investigated the 
question of fixing a site for a new school 
at Wilston. The party inspected the new 

Wilston School Site
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now the council saying, that it would give 
the use of the ground to the people, but 
that if the school was to be put there the 
department would want to purchase the 
whole of the ground.
 Ald Lawson spoke in condemna-
tory terms of the developments in the 
matter revealed by the Mayor. He moved 
That this council sell to the Department 
of Public Instruction the necessary extra 
ground to the extent ot 66 feet depth on 
the site sold to the department at the rate 
of £100 per acre.
 Ald Jolly seconded the motion. Ald 
Gardiner, in a long speech, said that he was 
proud of the stand he had taken, and that 
he had altered the Minister’s mind. After 
several aldermen had spoken in support 
of the motion the Mayor remarked that 
he had previously received a letter of con-
gratulation from the Newmarkct Progress 
Association, in regard to the stand taken 
by the council in this matter. 
 Ald Gardiner said that the Minis-
ter has already selected a site, and there 
would be no school at Coronation Park. 
The motion was carried by ten votes to 
two, the dissentients being Ald Gardiner 
and Lane. 

The Telegraph: 21 November 1917.

Wilston School Site.
 The Minister for Education (Hon. 
H. F. Hardacre) stated on Saturday that 
the dispute which has been waged in 
Wilston as to the site for a school is to be 
settled by a poll. One party is advocating 
the erection of the school on part of Coro-
nation Park, and the opponents, who ob-
ject to the sacrifice of part of a recreation 
ground, say that the school should be built 
on what is now O’Connor’s paddock, for-
merly known as Mooney’s.*

The Telegraph 21 January 1918.
The school opening with be in the August 2017 issue.

nis court grounds and the use of the courts 
equally with other persons.
 The Mayor (Ald Inglis) explained 
that this letter had been waiting for some 
time, in the office, and on Monday he called 
upon Mr Story, the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Public Instruction, and dis-
cussed the matter, but was surprised to 
learn that since the letter had been sent the  
Minister had been out with someone (Mr 
Story would not say who), and the Minis-
ter had been shown another site.  He (the 
Mayor) then saw the Minister, who showed 
him, a plan of the proposed new site. Well 
the proposition struck him all of a heap. He 
fought the new proposal with the Minister, 
and then left him with the knowledge that 
he (the Mayor) would fight this on behalf of 
the residents of Wilston, to the last ditch. 
The new site was almost adjoining Pib-
worth’s sanitary depot. 
 Next day he saw the member for the 
district on the matter, and later Mr McPhail 
saw the Minister. Well that day (Tuesday) 
Mr McPhail, Mr Brady (Under Secretary 
Department of Works), and the speaker 
went out to the site. It was on the second 
rise of Day’s road, and overlooking the 
sanitary depot. He knew in his own mind 
who had been to see the Minister, and af-
ter pressing  the matter he learned that Ald 
Gardiner had been very solicitous on behalf 
of the residents of the Wilston district. An-
other site had been mentioned, which was 
just  across Day’s road.  Considering that 
the site which the department had been in 
treaty about was outside of Wilston, he (the 
Mayor) did not think it a fair thing to go an-
other quarter of a mile away.
 He left the Minister with the state-
ment that he would put the matter before 
the Council that evening. The Minister said, 
in regard to the letter, that it was no good 

*D
ays and G

range Road to K
edron Brook.

Re
se

ar
ch

ed
 b

y 
D

av
id

 T
ea

gu
e.



Windsor & District’s Historical Society - November Journal - Page SEVENTEEN

-fore I settled down finally I made 
up my mind to try Queensland, so 
I sold off all that I could and took 
the rest with me to Brisbane.
 I soon found Queenslanders 
did not care much for old books. 
I abandoned this line and turned 
my book stall into a fruit stall un-
til the shopkeepers petitioned the 
Municipal Council against allow-
ing fruit stalls in the streets. An 
order came from the Mayor that I 
was not to stand there any long-
er.

 I took a shop in Queen Street 
and had a capital of about £200. 
After being in this shop  for about 
three years I purchased an old es-
tablished business which I am still 
in, and have been for ten years I 
pay £4 per week for my shop, 30/- 
per week  for the house in which 
I and my family reside, but next 
week we’re are going to live in our 
new house which is worth nearly 
£1,000.
 I pay my shopman 50/- per 
week and a boy of sixteen 16/- per 
week.  My shopman has been with 
me for over seven years. Shop 
opens at 8 o’clock a.m. and closes 
at 6 p.m. except Saturdays when 
we keep open until 10 p.m.

 This little I have about me, 
has not been obtained without at 
least careful plodding, perserver-
ence, faith in God, and making the 
best of circumstances. My Tydes-
ley friend seems to regret coming 
here. I also regret, but it is to the 
effect, that I did not come here  ten 
years sooner that I did.
 Not longer after Matthew emigrat-
ed his first son, William Matthew, was 
born in Leigh. It seems that he sent for 
his wife and three children and her par-
ents, in the late 1860s.  At this time he 
had a shop in Queen Street, before in 1871 
he bought Robert Bulcock’s seed shop in 
Queen Street.
 1871 was also important as his first 
Australian born son, James Atherton ar-
rived on 29 August and in 1873 he had a 
daughter who did not live. John Bennett 
Rigby completed the family when he ar-
rived on 16 May 1874. 
 At the end of 1880 the family 
moved to a new house on Somerset Street, 
O’Connelltown.  He called it Atherton 
after his first wife’s maiden name. There 
he established a large nursery to supply 
his shop with seedling and shrubs.
 The 1893 floods did much damage 
to his Queen Street shop and his health.  
He re-established his shop in Fortitude 
Valley in partnership with his brother-in-
law and son-in-law George Limon under 
the title of Rigby & Co.
 The Rigbys were heavily involved 
in religious affairs with Matthew being 
involved with the establishment of the 
Mission Church at Swan Hill, having do-
nated the allotment. 
 His eldest daughter, Elizabeth, married Rev. 
Edmund Turner  in 1879 and younger daughter, Emma,  
married George Limon* in 1885. William died in 1875 
aged 11 years. James married Florence Farnsworth in 
1896 and John married Margaret Bellamy in 1902.

The Queensland Punch: 1 January 1882

Matthew Rigby
continued from Page Three
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LEVEL CROSSING SMASH AT 
WINDSOR

CROWDED MOTOR BUS 
WRECKED 

34 PERSONS INJURED IN 
COLLISION

 A sensational accident in which 34 
persons were injured, occurred at Wind-
sor on Saturday night, when a train bound 
for Enoggera crashed into a motor bus as 
it was passing over the level crossing. Eve-
ry person in the vehicle was injured, and 
30 were rushed to the General Hospital, 
eight being detained for treatment. The 
condition of several is regarded as serious. 
The occupants of the bus had a remarka-
ble escape from instant death. The engine 
struck the vehicle mid-on, and carried it, 
a mass of twisted wood and metal work, 
for about 12 yards along the line. The pas-
sengers were hurled in all directions.
 The passengers in the bus were re
turning from a party at Wilston at about 
10.30 p.m. No one was aware of the danger 
until the engine was almost upon the ve-
hicle. The joyful singing of the young peo-
ple suddenly gave way to screams, which 
were as suddenly silenced by a terrifi c im-
pact, which hurled the superstructure of 
the bus about 32 yards along the line.   

 The chassis was twisted into a gro-
tesque shape, smashing down the fence 
at the side of the pit. When the train was 
brought to a standstill two girls crawled 
from beneath the engine.
 The driver of the bus, it is said, took 
a route unknown to him. He was ignorant 
of the fact that a railway line crossed his 
path until a passenger suddenly cried, 
“Look there,” and looking up he saw the 
engine almost on top of them. “I saw no 
lights,” he said subsequently. “It was just 
like a big black object bearing down on 
us. I sped up the motor to get off the line, 
and thought I was clear when the engine 
struck the bus towards the back.”
 Other passengers, however, assert 
that the engine was carrying lights and 
the alarm bell was sounding. The force of
the impact was so severe that the front bo-
gie of the engine was thrown off the rails, 
and it was not replaced until the early 
hours of Sunday morning. The line was 
blocked for several hours, but traffi c was 
maintained by transhipping passengers in 
trains running on each side of the derailed 
engine. 
 It is diffi cult to imagine how any- 
one in the bus escaped death. Sheets of 
metal in the vehicle were twisted and 
torn, and the great springs were contorted 
into weird shapes. Even the canvas of the 
hood was torn in strips. The chassis of the 

The Telegraph: 8 February 1926

 Level Crossing Smash- 1926
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scene of the disaster set to work with a 
will to smash open the curved end of the 
bus, which had been left intact, and under 
which several girls were imprisoned. Un-
conscious human forms were seen every-
where. Two girls crawled from beneath the 
engine and one young lady had her feet
across the line, her ankles touching the 
wheels of the engine.
 The level crossing at Windsor has 
been the scene of several accidents. The 
method used in warning the traffic is the 
ringing of an alarm bell and the automatic 
lighting of a red light, which illuminates 
the word “danger” on both sides of the 
line. There are no gates.
 Interviewed later, Mr Berndt, the 
driver of the bus, said that after the train 
had stopped he heard a number of pas-
sengers calling for help in piteous tones, “I 
endeavoured to go to their aid,” he added, 
“but found that I was wedged between a 
post and the train, and could not get out. 
Then something seemed to give way and I
got free. My side and left leg were injured, 
and my clothes were torn to shreds.” In a 
statement to the police he said the train 
was travelling tender first, and he did not 
see any lights on it. “It was just like a big 
black object coming on top of us. Naturally 
I regard the crossing as a dangerous one.”
 “I was in the bus with my sister,” 
said Mrs Elizabeth Maud Brown. “I heard a 
motor-car pass us going towards Wilston, 
and the driver of the car shouted ‘Look out 
for the train.’ That was the first time I was 
aware that we were near a railway line. I 
saw the train coming and thought at the 
time it would not hit me, as the part ot the 
bus in which I was sitting had passed. The 
next thing I remembered was somebody                                                                                            
            Continued on Page Twenty

bus was entangled so inextricably with the 
wheels of the engine, that portion of it had 
to be burnt before it could be removed.
  The bus, which was driven by Mr 
Ernest Otto Berndt, of Stanley Terrace, 
Taringa was engaged on Saturday night 
to take a number of people to a party at 
Wilston. It was the first time the driver had 
been at Wilston during the night, and not 
knowing the locality well, he was unaware 
that there was a level crossing at Wind-
sor. On the return journey Mr George 
Iredale and Miss Alice Seawright were on 
the front seat with him. As the bus was al-
most on the line Mr Iredale shouted “Look 
there!” pointing to the approaching train. 
The driver, who was then on the  line, ac-
celerated his speed immediately and was 
almost clear of the track when the engine 
struck the bus, which crashed against the 
fence on the right hand side and shattered 
it, before it was tossed against one of the 
posts at the end of the cattle pit.
 The under carriage of the bus was 
then dragged between the post and the 
heavy wooden structure at the dead end of 
a line parallel to the one on which the train 
was travelling. The driver was thrown be-
tween the bus and the train, and for a few 
minutes was imprisoned by the wood-
work. Suddenly, however, the pressure 
upon him lessened, and, although dazed 
and bruised, he immediately went to the 
assistance of his passengers. 
 The Ambulance Brigade was sum- 
moned immediately, and the promptness 
with which they answered the call is wor-
thy of the highest praise. They skilfully at-
tended the injured, and in a few minutes 
were rushing them off to the hospital.
 The driver of the train, Mr Stephen 
Wright, of Agnes Street, Toowong applied 
the brakes as soon as he saw the obsta-
cle on the line, and probably the careful 
outlook which was being kept by the crew 
and their prompt action greatly mini-
mised the seriousness of the accident. It is 
believed that the incessant tooting of the 
horn on the motor-bus which was neces-
sary because the street was crowded with 
people, drowned the sound of the warning 
bell. Mr Berndt, who is a steady man, has 
a reputation for being a careful driver.
 The first man who reached the 
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helping me out of the wreckage and be-
ing put into the ambulance. The noise of 
the singing may have prevented the driver 
from hearing the approaching train.”  
 “The first I knew that anything was
wrong,”, said Miss Delia Stella Conroy, 
“was hearing a crash and feeling the bus 
falling on top of me. Then we were scram-
bling to get out of it. It was so sudden 
that we could not imagine what had oc-
curred.”
 “The first I saw of the train.” said 
Mr Alexander John McNab, “was when 
the headlights of the engine came crush-
ing through the side of the bus. I think I 
am lucky in some respects. There was a 
vacant seat next to the driver, and I was 
going to sit there, but changed my mind. 
Had I done so I think my injuries would 
have been more serious. When the crash 
occurred, I was thrown heavily to the floor 
of the bus, and the next thing I remember 
was being hurled through space. I fell on 
the road some yards away, and tried to rise, 
but could not. When lying there I could 
hear the timber of the bus being smashed. 
I then became dazed, and my recollection 
of what happened after that is somewhat 
hazy. I remember someone cutting my 
shoes from my feet and shortly after that 
the ambulance arrived. I was suffering in-
tense pain when I arrived at the hospital, 
and the brief time I waited for treatment 
seemed like days.”
 Thousands of people visited the 
scene of the accident yesterday, to view the 
wreckage. Numbers of them carried away 
portions of the woodwork as mementoes.
 “It seems incredible to me that 
such an accident could occur at that cross-
ing,” said Mr  C. A. Marlon, Secretary to 
the Commissioner for Railways, when 
commenting on the accident. “The safety 
devices installed there are quite adequate. 
The warning bell which rings is loud, and 
should be sufficient warning.


