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NEXT MEETING
18 NOV., 4 p.m.

EILDON HILL

1925

 From the earliest days of 
settlement, the bald Eildon Hill has 
always been a favourite spot for lo-
cals and visitors to use as a lookout. 
It was so popular that in 1862 a road 
over the hill was declared through 
private properties. Later a lookout 
tower was built there. In the 1890s 
it was the place with Wilston Hill 
to view military mock battles con-
ducted by the Queensland Defence 
Forces 
 In the 1930s after the reser-
voir was built, it retained its popu-
larity as a lookout. It was the place 
to view Ekka fireworks.
 NOW as several members 
have remarked lately, it is a dis-
grace. The site is so overgrown 
with rampant species of trees and 
weeds that the views are completely 
blocked out. At one time in the past 
viewing windows were cut in the all-
enveloping bush at allow visitors a 
reasonable outlook. 
 Eildon Hill now needs to 
be restored as a local lookout. The 
road needs improving, a few park-
ing spots need to be provided, view-
ing gaps need to be created and der-
elict buildings need to be repaired.
 The two bodies responsible 
need to do something!

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING and 

BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATIONS

 Yes time certainly flies. 
Thirty years completed and now 
the start of year thirty-one.
 This Journal is a little 
early to remind you:

*1.cPut your nominations for 
management positions of the So-
ciety.
(Due 4 Nov., displayed 11 Nov.)

*2. Come to our Remembrance 
Day Commemorations - 
        10.30 a.m. 11 November.

*3. Remember to attend out An-
nual Meeting on 18 November 
next and remember that it will 
start at the amended summer time 
of 4 p.m. Bring something along 
for our afternoon tea.

*4. Our secretary Rob Price is 
planning a special program of 
video clips and historic photo-
graphs.  They will be screened on 
our new Giant TV screen at the 
meeting.

*5.  Read the rest of this JOUR-
NAL from cover to cover. We 
reckon it is the best around. Save 
the electronic or print edition for 
future reference.

*6. Oh yes - most importantly - 
pay your current year’s member-
ship dues and you’ll be entitled to 
vote at the Annual Meeting and 
keep receiving our Journals. See 
page 20 for the contents of the 

 TWO LORD MAYORS 
of GREATER BRISBANE
 At our August meet-
ing, former Lord Mayor of 
Brisbane, Sallyanne Atkin-
son was our guest speaker.
 Our Secretary, Robert 
Price posed Ms Atkinson on 
the historic Windsor May-
or’s chair which is positioned 
under the photo of former 
Windsor Mayor and Greater 
Brisbane’s first Mayor/Lord 
Mayor, William Jolly. The 
chair is on loan from the 
Museum of Brisbane.
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WILLIAM 
WILLIAMS

 William Williams, son 
of well-sinker Francis Willams 
and Hannah Roberts was born in 
Bristol, England about 1839.
 On 6 September 1861, 
he married Matilda Walker, 
daughter of John Walker, black-
smith and Mary Hallsworth, in 
Manchester. Shortly after they 
migrated to Brisbane (as their 
eldest son, William was born 
there in 1864.)
 He purchased two acres 
of freehold land at Lutwyche and 
commenced brick making.

 Soon he purchased an-
other 9 acres in 1874 and in 1888 
he had 26 acres in four brick-
fields, two of which he managed 
himself.
 His family included:
* William Williams, born 1864
* Mary Jane Williams, born 1867
* Matilda Williams, born 1871
* Joseph Williams, born 1875
* Francis James Williams, born  
 1879
* Prudence Matilda Williams,  
 born 1881

 Several died young: 
Matilda in 1871, Joseph in 1876,  
Prudence Matilda in 1887. An-
other son, Albert Victor Williams 
died in 1889.
 Eldest son, William 
worked with his father in the 
brickyards and since 1882, Mrs 
Williams managed the business.
 The family home now 
called The Grange is on the 
corner of Crowther and Fuller 
{once William(s)} Street. It was 
constructed in brick - presum- 
-edly his own, and has verandahs 

on four sides. Not long after the 
initial construction a kitchen was 
added using his own bricks.  The
kitchen was erected by John Wil-
liam Young at a labour only price 
of £69/10/-. The building had 
four rooms and two fireplaces. 
There was a staircase to the attic.
Internally the walls were horse-
hair plastered and  both the main 
house and kitchen had corrugat-
ed iron roofs.

 Williams’ bricks were 
used in many buildings locally 
and in the city. The most promi-
nent building that used them is 
the Government Printing Office 
building in William Street.
 There were many other 
brick makers in the district. The 
Estate of B. Rhodes and Son was 
sold on April 19, 1866. It con-
sisted of 2 acres of land, equip-
ment, tools and 37,000 bricks on 
the ground and another 30,000 
opposite the School of Arts. 
Samuel Hedge was also offering 
to sell 100,00 bricks in 1868.
 Matilda died in 1890 
and William (snr) was buried in 
Toowong Cemetery on 5 Janu-
ary 1892.  Son William carried 
on the business. He died in 1899. 
The house was sold  in 1904 and 
the land was subdivided, possi-
bly as Brickfield Hill Estate.

Old Government Printing Office

The Grange
Researched by D

avid Teague.

Researched by D
avid Teague.



NEWMARKET
PROGRESS HALL

 In 1912 the Newmarket 
end of the Town of Windsor 
was booming.  The Newmarket 
Saleyards were very busy; the 
tram lines had been extended; 
the brickworks were productive 
and funds were being raised for 
the Wilston School of Arts Hall. 
 It seems that sometime 
in 1913 that this local progress 
association was formed  and the 
first project was to build a meet-
ing hall on land at the corner of 
Wilston Road and Daisy Street. 
Around 24 locals turned up to 
construct the hall.
 Already there had been 
a West Ward (Newmarket) 
Progress Association.
 The new hall proved a 
hit and was soon deemed to be 
too small and on Saturday, 10 
June 1922 another huge working 
bee started construction of the 
new hall. By the evening, work 
was so advanced that it allowed 
an impromptu dance to be held.  
During the day there were 70 
volunteers helping. By 7.30 pm 

the walls had been erected, the 
floor constructed and the roof 
fixed.
 The new hall was 60 
feet by 30 feet and the finishing 
touches were added on the fol-
lowing Saturday. It was decided 
that the official opening would 
be held at a later date.
 The official opening was 
performed on 4 November 1922 
by the Mayor of Windsor, Alder-
man W. A. Jolly. A fete which 
was open in the afternoon con-

tinued into the night. At night a 
dance was held in the hall and 
the stalls remained open. During 
the day the Brisbane Citizens’ 
Band played for the entertain-
ment of the large crowd. Even 

with the volunteer labour the 
hall still cost £3,000.
 Since it was built, a 
library had been installed in the 
building.
 The hall, now known 
as the Grange Progress Hall is 
still in service and thirty years 
ago, the Windsor and Districts’ 
Historical Society had initial 
rooms there before moving to 
the Windsor Council Chambers.
 Newspaper information from 
The Daily Mail and The Telegraph.

1915

1922
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Researched by D
avid Teague.



THE PEACE LOAN

Kedron Park Racecourse

 On 18 August 1919, the 
Peace Loan was launched in 
Queensland to assist with the 
Commonwealth’s debt from the 
World War.
 The campaign was of-
ficially opened at a free concert 
in the Exhibition Hall (now 
known as old Museum building). 
The loan was publicised by a 
travelling inquiry office, painted 
red, white and blue, which was 
moved to different locations 
around the city each day.
 As well the Tramways 
company made available a 
Dreadnaught tramcar which was  
decorated with hundreds of col-
oured lights. Each night the tram 
would travel to different termi-
nuses and on board was a band 
which provided entertainment. 
The Excelsior Band was the first 
band that played there.
 The Railways Depart-
ment was involved as well by 
allowing placards to be placed in 
front of the railway engines. Also 
the committee organised speak-
ers to travel on various suburban 
trains to deliver short speeches in 
the carriages.
 School pupils through-

out the state received copies of 
a special children’s newspaper 
which urged them to become 
involved.
 As well, arrangements 
were made with the Defence 
Department to send an aeroplane 
to tour the various main centres 
around the state. A couple of 

days later it was announced that 
Flight Captain F. R. Smith of St 
Leo’s College on Wickham Ter-
race would leave by the Sydney 
mail train to bring up the Peace 
Loan aeroplane from Melbourne. 
 Commercial companies 
also supported the Peace Loan. 
The AMP Society pledged to 
match a percentage of new pre-
miums with contributions to the 
loan.
 The Commonwealth 
Treasury approved a scheme to 

issue commemorative tablets in 
each district where the loan quo-
ta was met. The Windsor Town 
subscribed double the quota 
and received an enhanced tablet 
which is shown on the next page.  
 The Federal Government 
also outlined that if necessary, 
would  secure compulsory sub-
scriptions. Persons of means who 
failed to contribute would be the 
first to whom this compulsion 
would be applied.
 By the end of the month 
Captain Smith had arrived from 

Melbourne and his Avro aircraft 
was due to arrive by rail early in 
September. The search for suit-
able landing places around the 
state commenced.
 The children’s newspaper 
had commenced production and 
copies were despatched to all 
schools each week.
 Manager of the Kedron 
Park Racecourse, Mr E. J. Law-
rence placed the racecourse at 
the disposal of the Peace Loan 
Committee.

Kedron Park Racecourse

Sources: The D
aily M

ail, The D
aily Standard, The Telegraph, The Brisbane Courier.
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The Peace Loan Aeroplane at Kedron Park Racecourse
Captain Frank Smith with Frank Bowcher, Chairman of Central Peace Loan Committee.
The Daily Mail: 10 September 1919.

 On Saturday 6 Septem-
ber, the lawns of the racecourse 
were thrown open to the public 
and the Excelsior Band played 
selections. Several thousand 
people attended. Captain Smith 
took off early for Ipswich and 
flew across country to provide 
an exhibition of flying above 
the racecourse and performing 
stunts.
 Smith was born in Toow-
oomba and prior to enlistment 
worked for the Bank of Queens-
land. He attained the rank of 
flight-commander at the front 
and was awarded the Military 
Cross and the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross medals.
 The machine, an Avro 
biplane, had a nine cylinder, 80 
horsepower engine. It was a dual 
control, two seater. It was not 
a fighter but was considered as 
safe as houses.
 The weather was not the 
best that day and some of the 
stunts had to be omitted. How-
ever  he was able to twice loop 
the loop. While over Ipswich on 

Saturday morning he dropped 
Peace Loan leaflets.  The leaflets 
were in Captain Smith’s hand-
writing and bore his signature.
All U Gentlemen, in the 
street, on the earth. I’m 
up now. It would have been 
all up with you if the 
sailors and soldiers had 
not fought for you; show 
your gratitude by invest-
ing in the Peace Loan. 

Kind regards.
 It was signed by Smith, 
Up in the air. Unfortunately 
the wind dropped at Kedron 
Park and the telegrams were 
spread outside the racecourse. 
Smith made many joy flights and 
dropped many leaflets all over 
the state using Kedron Park as 
his base. On one flight photog-
rapher F.W. Thiel took photos of 
the city. See August 2018 Issue for one photo.

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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ROWALLAN
 Our story starts with the 
original purchase of land adjoin-
ing Kedron Brook.  On the fifth 
of April 1859, John and George 
Harris purchased Portion 195, 
Parish of Enoggera of 47 acres 
for £47.
 In 1862 a new road, Lut-
wyche Road was declared and it 
cut the Harris land into two. The 
Harrises decided to take advan-
tage of this and had Surveyor 
Huxtable subdivide the land into 
thirty-two lots of one to two 
acres each and put them up for 
sale.
 Subdivisions 5 & 6 of 2 
acres 36 perches, were purchased 
by Humphrey Edward Owen on 
4 November 1864. Subdivisions 
7 & 8 of 2 acres 24 perches were 
purchased by Harry George Hor-
ton. These sub-divisions faced 
Kedron Park Road. They passed 
through several owners until the 
Coutts family owned all four.
 James Muir was born in 
Scotland in 1832 and arrived in 
Brisbane in 1855, 23 years old, 

with his brother on the ship Wil-
liam Miles. In 1884 he married 
Katherine Gray Coutts.
 In December 1884 subdi-
visions 7 & 8 were transferred to 
Katherine from John Coutts and 
in January 1885, subdivisions 5 
& 6 were transferred to Kather-
ine Muir from her mother Wil-
helmina Coutts, now a widow.
 The Muirs had a large 
house built which they called 
Rowallan. It was named after 
Rowallan Castle in Scotland, the 
traditional home of the Muirs. 
The house had nine rooms, a 
kitchen, servant’s room, pantry, 
bathroom and storeroom.
 Their family included 
Donald Coutts Muir - born 1885, 
Elisebeth Wilhelmina Muir - 
born 1886, twins Oswald Lennox 
Muir - born 1888 but died De-
cember 1890,   Walter Gray Muir 
who died in December 1888 and 
Agnes Muir born in 1895.
  For  some reason the 
Muirs shifted out of the house 
and it was advertised for rental in 

June 1893 and for sale in Sep-
tember 1893.
 The Wooloowin Boys 
Home occupied Rowallan in 
1898.  The Boys’ Home was 
started in 1890 by the Thomp-
sons in their own home in 
Stanley Street, South Brisbane. 
It was maintained by public 
subscriptions and donations. Mr 
James Ferguson of Watson and 
Ferguson printers and booksell-
ers was the treasurer and sec-
retary of the home. He found 
work for the boys and acted as a 
trustee in depositing their wages 
in bank accounts.
 With the increasing de-
mand a shift to larger premises 
was warranted. Mr H. Thomp-
son, superintendent of the home 
was delighted at the spot selected 
as the house was situated in the 
midst of spacious grounds.
 They celebrated Christ-
mas in a big way that year. 
There were 16 youths under 
care and they decorated the 
premises. Many kind persons 
visited on Christmas Eve and a 
good Christmas dinner was had. 
Fireworks were planned for the 
evening but as the weather was 
inclement, the display was held a 
couple of days later.
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 In 1906 the boys were 
moved to a nine acre property in 
Hurdcotte Street, Enoggera and 
changed its name to the Enog-
gera Boys Home.
 In 1910, the property was 
purchased by the Queensland 
Government. It replaced the Dia-
mantina Orphanage at Bright-
on and was renamed the Dia-
mantina Receiving Depot and 
Infants’ Home. It was used as a 
place for protestant children until 
they could be boarded out and 
as a place when they returned.
The Diamantina Orphanage 
was established in Roma Street 
in 1865 and the government as-
sumed control in 1879. It moved 
to South Brisbane in 1883 and to 
Brighton in 1893.

 When it opened it cared 
for 15 children and during the 
first year it catered for 211 chil-
dren. It continued operation until 
1962. In December 1964, it was 
called the Warilda Receiving 
and Assessment Centre. Mod-
ernising of the original buildings 
and new additions were com-
pleted in 1977.
 Emergency admissions 
became more frequent since 

LADY DIAMANTINA ROMA BOWEN
 Born in 1833 on Zakynthos in the Io-
nian Islands off Greece, Diamantina was the 
tenth of 11 children of Count Giorgio-Candi-
ano Roma and his wife. Given the family’s 
privilege and influence, she enjoyed a happy 
and comfortable early life with access to edu-
cation and high culture.
 Diamantina married English scholar 
Sir George Bowen at Corfu in 1856, just two 
years before he was appointed Queensland’s 
first governor.
 After a long voyage from Greece, the 
Bowens arrived in Queensland in 1859 on 
a hot December day with  many joyous 
Queenslanders lining the banks of the Bris-
bane River, thus commencing his tenure as 
the first governor. He declared  Queensland 
to be a separate colony. The various homes 
were named after Lady Bowen because of her 
charitable work as well as towns and rivers. 
 The Bowens moved to New Zealand in 
1868 and to Victoria in 1873.

Brighton Site

it opened as a 24 hour crisis 
care centre in 1978. At 30 June 
1979 there were 64 children at 
Warilda. School aged children 
attended the Wooloowin State 
School which was at the back of 
the premises. The Queensland 
Archives has admission cards 
from the early days and children 
can be found on the Wooloowin 
State School Admission Regis-
ters.          

(Copies of these Registers are held 
at the Council Chambers.)

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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KEDRON PARK
SERVICE STATION

 In our February 2018 
Journal, mention was made of 
Ahmed Hu Sadik who built serv-
ice stations with an accompany-
ing shop. 
 After the Windsor one he 
built at the Kedron Park corner, a 
service station and a shop which 
he and his wife established in 

1923, before selling and moving 
on.
 The date on the front 
sign used to say Established 
1932. In my recollection it was 
always run by Mr Alex Symons 
and it was always an independ-
ent service station - that is, it 
pumped several  brands of petrol. 
In the photo below it had Ampol, 
C.O.R. and Purr Pull pumps.  
 Commonwealth Oil 
Refineries (C.O.R.) was taken 
over by British Petroleum (BP). 

The photo on the left shows Alex 
Symons, seated, and his son Lex 
in 1951.  They specialised in rare 
car parts. 
 The main photo shows 
the station when it was owned 
by Lex and his wife Pauline 
Symons. (pictured above).They 
lived in a house behind in the 
next street. In 1992 with the 
widening of Gympie Road, the 
station was resumed and closed.
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DEDICATION OF THE NEW 
CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, 

AT KEDRON BROOK.
 The inhabitants of Ke-
dron Brook and its adjacent 
localities have just shown their 
appreciation of the advantage of 
having a place of worship near 
them, and St Andrews’ Day, 
1866, will long be remembered 
by many, as that on which their 
new church was solemnly dedi-
cated to its sacred purpose. 
 The building has lately 
been erected by public subscrip-
tion, at a cost of something over 
£200, and will comfortably 
accommodate 133 persons. In 
designing it, the architect has 
endeavoured to produce, as far 
as the materials at his disposal 
would admit, a building which 

should remind those who fre-
quented it of the quiet English 
village church, and at the same 
time prove the possibility of 
combining ecclesiastical charac-
ter with the use of common eve-
ry day materials. In this it will be 
for our readers to say how far the 
attempt has been successful; but 
the general impression yesterday 
seemed to pronounce a favour-
able verdict.
 Previous to the opening 
the church had, by the kindness 
of several friends, been prettily
decorated with flowers, and 
on the invitation of Mr Justice 
Lutwyche, who gave the ground, 
and by his great munificence 
may be said to be the founder of 
the church, at the time named
for the opening service many of 

the inhabitants and their friends 
were on the spot. Kedron Brook 
is in the Valley district, and 
therefore under the spiritual care 
of the Rev. James Matthews, 
who was assisted in the service 
by the Rev. T. Jones and the Rev. 
E. Hoare. 
 In conducting the service, 
which was choral, the assistance 
of some members of the choirs 
of St John’s and Wickham Ter-
race Church was gladly given, 
and as gladly and gratefully 
accepted - the harmonium being 
effectively played by Mr Cox, 
from South Brisbane.
 At the hour named for the 
ceremonial - half past 11 - a pro-
cession of the congregation was 
formed, headed by the choristers 
and clergy, vested in their sur-
plices, and singing the 100th
psalm while walking round the 
church. On arriving at the porch 
the Rev. J. Matthews opened the 
doors of the church, from which 
every one had previously with-

ST ANDREW’S 
CHURCH COVER 

STORY
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drawn, the choir at the instant 
singing the verse, “ O enter thou 
His gates with praise,” and indif-
ferent indeed must have been 
any of those present who could
feel other than deeply affected at 
the sound of those noble words, 
sung to the grand old tune, in 
that spot for the first time since 
the world began.
 The service of the day 
was then commenced, proper 
psalms and lessons being ap-
pointed suited to the occasion 
- the psalms being the 84th, 
122nd, and 132nd, and the 1st 
Lesson1 Kings, viii. 22 to 31, 
and 54 to 62; 2nd Lesson, He-
brews x. 19-26. At the end of the 
3rd Collect was sung the hymn “ 
Christ is made the sure Founda-
tion; and at the end of the Litany 
the hymn “ O Word of God 
above.”
 A sermon was then 
preached by the Rev. T. Jones, 
taking his text from 2 Chron. 
vi. 40. The offertory collection 

was then made, and we under-
stand with a very satisfactory 
result. On the greater part of the 
congregation retiring, the Holy 
Communion was administered to 
about thirty communicants, and 
Mr Matthews having pronounced 
the Benediction, the service was 
ended. 
 The number present 
during the early portion of the 
service was about 154, while 
many were gathered in groups 
round the building outside. To 
Mr Justice Lutwyche, and to Mr 
Matthews especially, and to all 
who have interested themselves 
in promoting this undertaking, 
the result of the day must have 
been peculiarly gratifying, and 
we trust that so fair an example 
may not long be in want of oth-
ers to follow it. A proof has thus 
been afforded that it is possible 
even in this country to build a 
church which shall at once be 
inexpensive, afford the requisite 
accommodation, and at the same 

time, by its ecclesiastical charac-
ter and details, be an ornament
and source of gratification to 
those who frequent it.
 Acting in the pleasant 
and genial character of the old 
English squire, the Judge after-
wards entertained many of his 
friends and visitors at a sumptu-
ous déjeuner, having erected a 
large tent for that purpose in his 
grounds at Kedron Lodge. By a 
rule previously laid down, no
toasts were proposed, but it was 
felt by all that the best thanks of 
those present were due in no
slight measure to their host and 
hostess, who spared no pains to 
give their guests the heartiest
of old English welcomes.
 Before parting, how-
ever, the cheers that could not 
be repressed were given for His 
Honor, and the company sepa-
rated, well pleased with the
occupations of the day.

The Brisbane Courier: 
1 December 1866.

Photos: The Queenslander.
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Sir Manuel Richard 
Hornibrook

by Raymond L. Whitmore
Australian Dictionary of Biography

 Sir Manuel Richard 
Hornibrook (1893-1970), mas-
ter builder, industrialist and 
company director, was born on 
7 August 1893 at Enoggera, Bris-
bane, and registered as Emanuel, 
second of seven children of 
Irish-born parents John Horni-
brook, storeman and builder, and 
his wife Catherine, née Sullivan.  
 In 1896 John took up far- 
ming in the Obi Obi Valley, near 
Nambour; the family returned to 
Brisbane in 1903 where he set up 
as a tea merchant and died that 
year of typhoid fever. Manuel 
was educated at Nambour, Obi 
Obi, Bowen Bridge and South 
Brisbane state schools. A ‘big 
lump of a lad’ at the age of 13, 
he was apprenticed to H. W. 
Fooks, Adelaide Street, to learn 
the building and joinery trade. 
In August 1912 he established 
his own business as a builder 
and contractor; his brother Reg 
joined him in the following year. 
On 27 November 1915 Manuel 
Hornibrook married with Meth-
odist forms Daphne Winifred 
Brunckhorst at her parents’ 
Enoggera home.
 From the outset Horni-
brook showed the drive and ini-
tiative that were to characterize 
his career, though his business 
was, from the first, very much a 
family affair. Four other brothers 
joined him—Ray in 1918, Eric 
in 1919, Frank in 1921 and Gus 
in 1948. The company began 
carrying out drainage schemes 
in Brisbane suburbs for local 

councils in 1918, and then con-
tracted for large sewerage works 
at Longreach, Roma and other 
towns in western Queensland. 
In 1922 the firm excavated the 
State’s first open-cut coalmine 
at Blair Athol, and constructed 
water-supply systems for 
Goondiwindi, Mackay and Rock-
hampton. By 1926 business had 
developed to such an extent that 
M. R. Hornibrook Ltd (a propri-
etary company from 1932) was 
formed with a paid-up capital of 
£25,000. In the late 1920s Horni-
brook extended into New South 
Wales, establishing a subsidiary 

company (Hornibrook Bros & 
Clark Co. Ltd) in Sydney in 
1938. In 1947 Hornibrook Con-
structions Ltd was registered 
in Papua. Other branches were 
set up in Victoria and South 
Australia in the 1950s. Over a 
period of forty years these com-
panies built wool stores, wheat 
silos, wharves, sugar-sheds, tank 
farms, water mains, factories 
and electricity power-stations. 
They constructed shipping bea-
cons at the entrance to Moreton 
Bay and at Weipa. A major 
achievement was the successful 
completion in the 1960s of the 
superstructure of the Sydney 
Opera House, including the 
sail-like roof.
 It was, however, as a 
bridge-builder that Hornibrook 
made his reputation. His first 
sizeable bridge, erected for the 
Department of Main Roads 
across the Burrum River in 
1925, was the earliest, publicly 
funded, reinforced-concrete 
bridge in Queensland. The 
Hornibrook Highway—a 
toll road which he launched 
as a private venture during the 
Depression—included what was 
Australia’s longest bridge at 
the time of its construction, and 
provided full-time employment 
for hundreds of men. The group 
built more than one hundred 
bridges, some of the better-

HORNIBROOK
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known including the William 
Jolly, Story and New Victoria 
bridges in Brisbane, the North-
bridge and Iron Cove Bridge, 
Sydney, the King’s Avenue and 
Commonwealth Avenue bridges 
in Canberra, and the Markham 
River Bridge in the Territory of 
Papua and New Guinea.
 As did (Sir) Leslie 
Thiess, Hornibrook brought 
modern, mechanized methods of 
civil-engineering construction 
to Queensland and Australia. 
Reflecting Hornibrook’s natural 
mechanical and engineering in-
stincts, his company established 
its own workshops for maintain-
ing the heavy machinery which 
had become an essential part of 
large-scale contracting. It also 
developed facilities for designing 
and manufacturing the special-
ized tools required for specific 
contracts. A first-rate craftsman, 
Hornibrook insisted that his 
company should employ the best 
methods in carrying out its work. 
Nor was he afraid of adopting 
new techniques, as indicated 
by his pioneering use of the 
‘sand island’ method of prepar-
ing foundations for the piers 
of the William Jolly Bridge in 
1927. His application of air-lock 
technology to the construction 
of the piers of the Story Bridge 
provided another model for later 
contractors.
 In February 1955 Horni-
brook (Pty) Ltd was floated as 
a £1 million public company 
and was heavily oversubscribed. 
By the following year it was 
employing over two thou-
sand people. The strength of 
the Hornibrook group, which 
stemmed from being the creation 
of a single, dynamic personality, 
became a weakness after it was 
launched as a public company. 
Lacking a sufficient technical 
and financial support base, the 

firm began to lose contracts to 
its rivals, particularly those from 
abroad. Hornibrook’s individual-
ity could not come to terms with 
the need for modern financial 
and management structures in his 
companies. As a result they were 
unable to meet the competitive 
pressure of international con-
tracting. In 1964 Hornibrook Ltd 
and M. R. Hornibrook (N.S.W.) 
Pty Ltd were acquired by the 
British-owned Wood Hall group. 

 He devoted much time 
and effort to raising the profes-
sional status of civil-engineering 
contracting in Australia and to 
improving educational facili-
ties for young men planning to 
enter it. In 1914 Hornibrook had 
joined the Queensland Master 
Builders’ Association and was its 
president in 1922 and 1923; he 
was president (1926) and a life 
member (1959) of the Master 
Builders Federation of Australia; 
he was also a foundation fellow 
(1951), councillor and president 
(1952-56) of the Australian In-
stitute of Builders, and a driving 
force in the construction of its 
headquarters at Milson’s Point, 
Sydney. For his contribution to 

the science and the practice of 
building, he was awarded the 
A.I.B.’s first medal of merit 
(1955). President (1953-59) of 
the Queensland Civil Engineer-
ing Contractors’ Association, he 
was an honorary member (1968) 
of the Australian Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors 
and an honorary fellow (1969) of 
the Chartered Institute of Build-
ing (Britain)—the first Austral-
ian to be so honoured. He was 
appointed O.B.E. in 1957 and 
knighted in 1960.
 Known to his associates 
as ‘M.R.’, Hornibrook was a big 
man, not only in physique—he 
stood 6 ft 2 ins (188 cm) tall and 
weighed 17 stone (108 kg)—but 
also in personal magnetism, vi-
sion and spirit. Courage, ability 
and determination carried him to 
the highest levels in his profes-
sion. He dominated his immedi-
ate environment, had a cool head 
in crises and did not suffer fools 
gladly. His lack of formal edu-
cation was amply compensated 
by a large measure of common 
sense, energy and enthusiasm. 
Hornibrook’s warm humanity 
and interest in people was legen-
dary. He enjoyed golf and bowls, 
and was president of the Queens-
land Golf Council. His organi-
zational abilities were always in 
demand for fund-raising and, in 
1931, during his term as presi-
dent of the Hamilton Bowling 
Club, a spacious clubhouse was 
built. Sir Manuel was a Rotar-
ian and an ardent worker for 
International House, University 
of Queensland, of which he was 
foundation master (1966-70).
 Survived by his wife, 
daughter and two sons, Horni-
brook died on 30 May 1970 at 
the Holy Spirit Private Hospital, 
Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, and 
was cremated. His estate was 
sworn for probate at $230,564.
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HEARNE’S
 Cases completely cured 
by one bottle of Hearne’s Bron-
chitis Cure.
 Severe cold with loss of 
voice cured by half a bottle.
 Hearne’s Bronchitis Cure 
didn’t seem to appear in adver-
tisements in Queensland newspa-
pers until about 1901.
 It was prepared by W.G. 
Hearne, a chemist from Geelong, 
Victoria. Like all miracle cures 
of the times the advertisements 
were supported by myriads of 
testemonies from relieved users.
  *Suffered for Seven Years.
  *Completely Cured.
  *9 Months’ Torture
  *Relieved at once and com-   
    pletely cured.
  *Distressing, Suffocating Dry     
    Cough.
  *No other treatment could 
   even ease it.
  *A seventeen years’ case -       
    Cured by 3 bottles.

 What was in this mira-
cle cure? The first ingredient 
was camphor.
 Camphor is a waxy, 
flammable, white or transparent 
solid with a strong aroma. It is 
a terpenoid with the chemical 
formula C10H16O. It is found in 
the wood of the camphor laurel 
(Cinnamomum camphora), a 
large evergreen tree found in 
Asia.
 The second main ingre-
dient was ephedrine hydroxide. 

According to wikipedia ephe-
drine is a medication and stimu-
lant often used to prevent low 
blood pressure during spinal 
anesthesia. It has also been used 
for asthma, narcolepsy, and 
obesity but is not the preferred 
treatment. It is of unclear benefit 
in nasal congestion. It can be 
taken by mouth or by injection 
into a muscle, vein, or just under 
the skin. Common side effects 
include trouble sleeping, anxiety, 
headache, hallucinations, high 
blood pressure, fast heart rate, 
loss of appetite, and inability 
to urinate. Serious side effects 
include stroke and heart attack. 
Ephedrine was first isolated in 
1885. It is on the World Health 
Organization’s List of Essential 
Medicines, the most effective 
and safe medicines needed in a 
health system. 

 And the third main ingre-
dient was squill.

 Squill is derived from 
a plant. The bulbs are used to 
make medicine. Squill is used for 
lung diseases including chronic 
bronchitis, asthma and whooping 
cough.
 Despite serious safety 
concerns, people take squill 
for mild heart failure, irregu-
lar heatbeat and certain vein 
problems. It can also thin mucus 
secretions in the lungs.
 So by looking at the 
ingredients Mr Hearne’s Bron-
chitis could have been quite 
effective for the times.

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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ABBOTT, F., Windsor.
ACREMAN, Benjamin A., Harris Street, Windsor. 
ADAMS, Arthur J., Edward Street, Albion. 
ALEXANDER, Alfred, Bowen Street, Windsor.
ANDERSON, Archie Colledge, South St, Newmarket.
ANDREWS, Edwin Charles, Laurel Avenue, Wilston.
ANGUS, William Darrock, Gracemere St, Newmarket.
ANTHONY, Norman John, Albion Road, Albion.
ARCHIBALD, Jack, Rosemount Street, Windsor.
ARTS, Bert, Second Avenue, Albion.
ATWELL, Alan, James Street, Wooloowin.

BALLARD, Albert Edward, Thistle Street, Windsor.
BARRY, Edward Joseph, Kent Road, Wooloowin.
BARRY, Howard Joseph (brothers) Hill St, Wooloowin.
BARRY, Kevin Joseph (brothers) Hill St, Wooloowin.
BERTWHISTLE, E. J., Stain Street, Wooloowin.
BOYD, James, Isdale Street, Wooloowin,
BRENNAN, William, Miles Street, Wooloowin.
BROOKS, Percy, Kedron Park Road, Wooloowin.
BROWN, James Robert, Gaunt Street, Newmarket.
BRUCKSHAW, James Robert, Gaunt St, Newmarket.
BURGESS, David William, Kedron Park Road, Wilston.
BURTON, Stephen Henry D., Turner Street, Albion.
BUTTERWORTH, Charles E, Sandgate Road, Albion.

CAIRNS, John Alexander, John Street, Albion.
CAIRNS, Norman Robert, John Street, Albion.
CAIRNS, Roy, Felix Street, Wooloowin.
CARROLL, John O’Connel, Rosemount St, Windsor.
CHANDLER, Ernest William, McGregor St, Wilston.
CLAREY, Robert, Somerset Street, Windsor.
COLEMAN, Edward Longden, Railway Tce., Wool’win.
COLLINS, Leslie Thomas, Grove Street, Albion.
CRAWFORD, Norman Leslie, Morris St, Wooloowin.
CURRAN, Grenville Edison, Rosemount St, Windsor.

DAWES, Thomas James, Wickham Street, Newmarket.
DIMMICK, Leonard James, Eildon Road, Windsor.
DUTTON, William, Lutwyche.

EDNEY, Tom, Wilston.
ELMS, Bert George, Oakwal Terrace, Windsor.
EWART, Cosser Smith, Windsor.

FRASER, Duncan, Sixth Avenue, Windsor.

GARDNER, Alfred, Windsor.
GIBNEY, William, Main Avenue Windsor.
GOUGH, Thomas John, Wilston.
GRANT, George Fergusson, Park Road, Wooloowin.

HADDOCK, John William, Bridge Street, Wooloowin.
HALLIDAY, Arthur Laughton, Wride St,Wooloowin.
HAMILTON, Ernest Henry, Newmarket.
HAMILTON, Henry Herbert, Gunyah Street, Windsor.
HANLY, J., McLennan Street, Albion.
HARDAKER, George William, Station Street, Albion.
HARLEN, Victor, Sandgate Road, Albion.
HARRIS, Hubert J. I., Kedron Street, Wooloowin.
HART, Morris, Lutwyche Road, Windsor.
HILL, Stanley Noble, Newmarket Road, Windsor.
HOCKIN, John Treverne, Old Sandgate Rd, Wool’win.
HODSDON, Charles Harold, McLennan Street, Albion.
HOLLINGSWORTH, J., Albion.
HOPE, Arthur E., Fifth Avenue, Windsor.

JACOBSEN, Leslie Norman, Eildon Road, Windsor.
JONES, Frank Russell, McIntyre Street, Wooloowin.

KELLY, Renton Moffatt, Constitution Road, Windsor.
KENNEDY, William Walker, Albion Road, Albion.
KING, Samuel Edward, Gaunt Street, Newmarket.
KIRK, George Hamilton, Emma Street, Eagle Junction.

LAW, Edward Manning Wm., Lutwyche St, Wooloowin.
LAWSON, George T., Persse Street, Newmarket.
LEWIS, Frederic George, Railway Tce., Wooloowin.
LILWALL, W. G., Rigby Street, Wooloowin.
LOW, W. H. G. F., Thorn Street, Windsor.
LUXTON, Robert Joseph, Wellington St, Wooloowin.
LYNAM, Frank James, Grove Street, Albion.

MARGERRISON, William, Short Street, Wooloowin.
MAVER, James, Ray Street, Wilston.
MAYNARD, Charles, Edmonstone Street, Newmarket.
METCALFE, Albion Street, Albion.
MIDDLETON, Clyde Warren, Newmarket Rd, Windsor.
MILLER, David, Swan Hill.

TOWN OF WINDSOR

Heroes who have paid 
the supreme sacrifice
Greater love hath no man than this

Copied from Souvenir of The Great War 1914 - 1919
Edited by Alderman W. A. Jolly, Mayor of Windsor
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MITCHELL E., Abuklea Street, Wilston.
MOATE, Frank, Abuklea Street, Wilston.
McFARLANE, John McDonald, Isedale St, Lutwyche.
McGREGOR, Alexander, King Street, Lutwyche.
McGREGOR, Alexander Stewart, Lutwyche Rd, Wind’r.
McHARDY, James Clelland, Laurel Avenue, Wilston.
McKENZIE, Robert McNeil C., Windsor.
McKENZIE, Samuel Aubrey, Windsor.
McMUNN, Jack T. F., Wooloowin.

NORRIS, Archibald James, Thistle Street, Windsor.

O’KEEFE, Patrick John, Fifth Avenue, Windsor.
OLSEN, C., Bowen Bridge.

PACKER, Charles, Laura Street, Wooloowin.

RICHARDS, Arthur Victor, Dickson St, Wooloowin.
ROBERTSON, Leslie Sandilands, “The Grange” New’t.
ROBERTSON, William, Fourth Avenue, Wilston.
RUSSELL, Walter Milne, Marne Road, Albion

SINNAMON, Leslie, Bowen Bridge.
SMITH, George, Hill Street, Wooloowin.
SNELLMAN, Alexander, McLennan Street, Albion.
SNEYD, Arthur Hartley, James Street, Wooloowin.
SNOW, Luke, Marne Road, Albion.
STEWART, Arthur, Grove Street, Albion.
STIRLING, William, Rose Street, Wooloowin.
STITT, Clifford, Fifth Avenue, Wilston.

STRINGFELLOW, George Jas, Green Tce, Swan Hill.
SURCH, J. R., Cooper Street, Newmarket.
SUFFOLK, John Joseph, Ruth Street, Wilston.
SUTTON, Oscar Oswald, Felix Street, Wooloowin.

TAYLOR, William George,  McLennan Street, Albion.
THORPE, Herbert, Dickson Street, Wooloowin.
THOMSON, Harry Alfred L., Wride Street, Wooloowin.
TUCKETT, George Henry, Fifth Avenue, Windsor.
TURNER, Percival Charles, Fifth Avenue, Windsor.

VANE, Thomas W. E. A., Silvester Street, Windsor.
DE VIS, Leslie Holmes, Rosemount Street, Windsor.

WADDELL, James, Persse Street, Newmarket.
WALBURN, James, Persse Street, Newmarket.
WALKER, Albert Reginald, George Street, Wooloowin.
WALPOLE, Thomas, Dover Street, Wilston.
WARNOCK, Thomas, Bridge Street, Albion.
WATSON, Norma Mayor, Old Sandgate Rd, Wool’win.
WEBBER, Albert Edgar, Albion.
WEBSTER, Eric, Albion Road, Albion.
WILKINS, Henry Townsend, Park Ave, Eagle Junction.
WILLIAMS, Henry George, Parket Street, Newmarket.
WILSON, Morris, Windsor.
WOODERSON, Henry Simms, Vale Street, Wilston.
WRIGHT, Thomas Stanley, Gore Street, Albion.

Additional names are recorded on the Memorial.

SOUVENIR
OF THE
GREAT 
WAR

Issued to the Soldiers of Windsor 
and their families, in 1919, 

a listing of the  Men who enlisted 
from this District. 

A Special Limited Edition with 
photographs. $20 available now.

WINDSOR
WAR 
MEMORIALS
Illustrated story of the 

Windsor War 
Memorials.

This edition now for $5.
Available from the 

Chambers or on line. 
Go to our site and 

download the form.

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 

CEREMONY
Windsor  

Memorial Park
from 10.30 a.m.

11 NOVEMBER 2018
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PHOTO STORY
D.L. BROWN & CO.

 In David Laughland Brown’s 
business history, he was beset by two 
large floods and a catastrophic fire.
 He arrived in Brisbane in 
1862 with 32 crates of goods for 
sale. His business was established 
but ruined by the flood of 1866. He 
re-established the business only to 
be wiped out by a huge fire in 1888.  
 
 See the David Laughland 
Brown story in November 2016’s is-
sue.
 Now we come to the 
1893 floods. His warehouses were 
crammed with goods and clothing 
when the floods arrived. 
 Being a thrifty Scot, he 
didn’t throw out all the clothes af-
fected by the flood, he organized his 
workers to wash them all. 
 The street was crowded with 
workers and wash tubs and lines 
were erected across the street out-
side his warehouse.
 In March 1898, David with-
drew from the firm and it was re-
formed as Thomas Brown & Sons 
with his nephews, sons of older 
brother Thomas in control.
 The Browns lived at Lang-
ley Bank.
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 The Bartley name is 
entrenched in the history of 
the local area. Bartley, Robert 
Thorrold and Judge Lutwyche 
attended the sales of lands along 
Kedron Brook in 1859. All three 
bought lots. Bartley bought por-
tion 201 which he sold shortly 
after. It later became the site of 
Judge Lutwyche’s home, Kedron 
Lodge. He also purchased por-
tions 144, 188, 189, 190, 258 
and 259 in his wife’s name, total-
ling over 250 acres - the whole 
of the western side of Lutwyche. 
With an additional nine acres, he 
subdivided the lot into two to five 
acre blocks and sold them from 
1864 as The Blackheath and 
Lewisham Estates.
 One of his books, Opals 
and Agates tells his story and 
so does the entry in The Aldine 
History of Queensland, pub-
lished in 1888, which is repro-
duced here.  
 Nehemiah Bartley was 
born in New Cross, Surrey, 
on May 10th, 1830, and was 
educated at the City of London 
School, Cheapside. He served 
his time in the office of his 
uncle, a merchant of Mark-lane, 
and had some experience in an 
accountant’s office in Bashing-
hall-street. He spent two years 
in France, and sailed for Ho-
bart Town, where he arrived in 
October, 1849. In the same year 
he was placed by Dr Crowther, 
of Hobart, in charge of a heavy 
cargo of Tasmanian timber and 
produce, with which he sailed 
for California. He spent a few 
days in Tahiti and explored that 
island. Here he met Mr B. Boyd, 

of Twofold Bay, N.S.W. (just 
before that gentleman was mur-
dered by the natives at Guadal-
canal), in his yacht, The Wan-
derer, and was advised by him 
to touch at Honolulu and sell his 
cargo there, as the San Francisco 
market was glutted, and a new 
field opened in the Sandwich 
Islands. He arrived at Honolulu, 
Oahu, in March, 1850, just after 
the French bombardment, and he 
sold timber from which one row 
of houses in Nunanu-street was
entirely built. Two months later 
he arrived at San Francisco, 
where he disposed of further
consignments arriving from 
Hobart Town, his cargo being 
lightened entirely by Yankee
captains who had lost their 
crews, and at £2 each per day for 
wages as stevedores. He saw
the whole of that city burnt in 
six hours in June of that year, 
the loss being six million dol-
lars; and, leaving in September, 
he touched at Honolulu again, 
where he saw Captain Denham, 
of H.M.S. Herald, just returned 
from his unsuccessful search for 
Sir John Franklin in Behring’s 

Straits. He sailed for Launceston 
in the Harriet Rockwell with
the gold-dust and doubloons he 
had received for Dr Crowther’s 
cargoes, there being at that time 
no bank drafts available. On this 
voyage he personally saved the 
stores and sails of a burning New 
York ship in San Francisco Bay, 
and saw another vessel wrecked 
off Honolulu, with loss of life.  
 Touching at Norfolk 
Island in November, 1850, he 
met Mr Price, comptroller of 
convicts, who was murdered 
at Pentridge, Melbourne. He 
visited Melbourne in March 
of the next year, and gained 
some colonial experience on 
Mr Jeremiah Ware’s station, out 
east of Geelong. Subsequently 
he went to Geelong, but, hear-
ing of the discovery of gold near 
Bathurst, N.S.W., he in July, 
1851, voyaged to Sydney in the 
ship  Blackfriar, and in the same 
month walked over the Blue 
Mountains, and part of the way 
with Mr R. Travers (afterwards 
of Aramac), who was also bound 
to the Turon diggings. He after-
wards spent a year at the gold-
fields, digging and storekeeping. 
In the latter business he was with 
John West (son of the popular 
editor of the Sydney Morning 
Herald), John Williams (son 
of the Errowanza missionary), 
Lancelot Threlkeld, and David 
Jones, junr., who together started 
the first bakery on any Australian 
goldfield. In June, 1852, he was 
offered a situation in the Bank of 
New South Wales, Sydney, and 
after one year at this employ as 
teller and ledgerkeeper he was 
ordered by his medical adviser to 
recruit his health at some out-
door occupation. The bank hours 
at that time of gold excitement 
were often from 9 a.m. to
10 p.m., owing to the scarcity of 
clerks and the great pressure of 

NEHEMIAH
BARTLEY
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new business. Some clerks
- notably W. Colley Lang (son of 
Dr Lang) - died of the overwork. 
In June, 1853, our subject over-
landed it with 10,000 sheep, in 
company of F. N. Burne (after-
wards of Lansdowne, Barcoo 
River), from Dubbo and the 
Lachlan to Paika, near the Lower 
Murrumbidgee and the Murray. 
Tyson Brothers (three) were then 
tending their flocks on the Lower
Lachlan, and Mr Bartley gained 
some experience, in sheep-
farming in this district. In com-
pany with John Lecky Phelps 
he boarded the first steamer that 
came up the Murray (commanded 
by Captain Cudell), and returned, 
via Melbourne, to Sydney.
  During his two years’ 
absence from Victoria since 1851 
great changes had come over the 
country, for eighty miles north of 
Melbourne and Prince’s Bridge 
and the Bay Beach, which was 
all grass in 1851, now in 1853 
was covered with tents. He next 
resolved to settle in Moreton Bay, 
and, arriving at the then village 
of Brisbane in 1854, he opened 
several agencies for his uncle,
Mr Tooth, of the Kent Brewery, 
Sydney, the Colonial Sugar Com-
pany, and the Chili Flour Compa-
ny of Valparaiso. The only direct 
cargoes from Chili to Brisbane 
came to him, and the flour, cost-
ing about £11 in Chili, realised 
up to £50 per ton in Brisbane, 
the Australian farmers at that 
time having all gone gold-dig-
ging. Our subject was the earliest 
regular commercial traveller in 
Queensland, and visited Gayn-
dah, Dalby, Nanango, Drayton, 
and Warwick (1854-1859). He 
was also one of the active agita-
tors for separation from New
South Wales, and he became by 
Crown purchase the owner of 
nearly all the picturesque hills:
Highgate, Eildon, etc., etc.-round 

Brisbane. He was instrumental 
in obtaining from the Govern-
ment of New South Wales, in 
1854 the grant of a racecourse to 
Brisbane, and took an active part 
in the founding of the Sydney 
Union Club in 1857 and the 
Queensland Club in 1860.   
 He, like many others in 
Brisbane, lost by the failure of 
the Bank of Queensland in 1866, 
and did not afterwards resume 
business. Since then he has chief-
ly devoted himself to journalism 
and sketch literature in Science 
and Art. He is an enthusiastic
collector of minerals in the direc-
tion of rare and instructive forms 
of gold associations, for which 
he holds a number of internation-
al and intercolonial prize-medals.
  A sunstroke and brain 
fever in France in early life made 
him nervous and retiring ever 
afterwards, and he was always 
more often heard of than en-
countered by his fellow-citizens. 
Mr Bartley married a sister of 
the Hon. E. Barton, formerly 
Speaker of the New South Wales 
Assembly, and is cousin to G. C. 
T. Bartley, M.P. for North Fins-
bury in the Imperial Parliament; 
also of Mr Tooth, late M.P. for 

Monaro, N.S.W.; and, in conclu-
sion, may be said to have lived in
the most exciting period of Aus-
tralian history, and to have been 
an exceptionally fortunate
colonist in that respect.
 Wife: Sarah Sophia Bartley. 
 Edmund Barton later became 
the first prime minister of Australia.
 The Lutwyche lands later be-
came the Lookout Estate, Rockton Rise 
Estate, Rougham Estate, Arwin Tel Es-
tate, Bowen Bridge Estate, Blackheath 
Estate, Kirkston Estate, Powelbank Es-
tate, Brookhill Estate, Lutwyche Village 
Estate, Archer Park Estate, Lutwyche 
Heights Estate, O’Mara Estate, Crown 
Hill Estate,  and The Brickfield Hill 
Estate.

KEDRON 
BROOK

GORDON 
PARK

LUTWYCHE ROAD

THISTLE
STREET

CONSTITUTION
ROAD
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