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The Under the Lino Project is a
Brisbane-based community collaborative research project revolving around
three 1940/50 bankbooks and money,
Caylie Jeffrey found underneath the
lino ﬂooring in her 1912 Queenslander
in Milton.

Caylie Jeffery (née Fernandes) is an Anglo-Indian Australian, born in Malta but raised in Brisbane, with a passion for
new experiences, the written word and interesting people.
Career-wise, Caylie started out as a nurse and counsellor, with a degree in Psychology. The daughter of a boat-builder
and midwife, she was also very practical, which stood her in
good stead for the next phase of her life.
In 1996, Caylie and her partner, David, bought their ﬁrst
home together in Milton. It was a rambling, 1912 Queenslander
that required their constant attention for the next three years.
They worked full-time and renovated full-time, until the
day they got married at St Francis’ Chapel next to the Old Bishopsbourne behind their house.
Not yet ready to start a family, the Jefferys moved to
the UK where they worked (and renovated again!), played and
travelled merrily until terrorists blew out their ﬂames of safety
and happiness in 2005.
Realising that nothing less than a huge adventure would
rekindle the spark that had been doused, Caylie and David set
sail for two years at sea, from the UK to America, where they
settled down in NYC to have their ﬁrst child.
Family illness brought them back to Australia, where
life started throwing ﬁreballs at them once again. In between
ducking and weaving the slings and arrows, Caylie started to
write. About life, love, tragedy, friendship, learning and family.
She started to share these experiences on her blog, Distractions of a Busy Mother, once again connecting with people
experiencing situational ups and downs. Her goal was to help
others feel less alone through shared laughter, tears and inspiration. Caylie’s words transformed everyday events into vivid
sketches, showing an understanding of what people in her community were experiencing every day.
Caylie’s ﬁrst book, Bedtime Stories for Busy Mothers
– a collection of short stories – was published in 2014, with
heart-warming reviews and a successful run in Brisbane bookshops and is available on Amazon and via Caylie’s web page.
Caylie loves a good project that she can sink her teeth into and
her life has been peppered with fascinating experiences. Every
time there’s a lull, however, the universe drops another into her
lap, and the fun begins again!
The Under the Lino experience is one such project. It
has completely taken over her professional life and she loves
every minute of the twists, turns and conversations that swirl
around her like a vintage vortex.
Caylie also works at the Queensland Writers’ Centre as
a Mentor for others writing their memoirs and self-help books,
running Blogging and Journaling workshops regularly in Brisbane Libraries.
When Caylie’s not writing and researching, she cares
for her family, (still) renovates, paints pictures, takes photographs, volunteers at various schools and is on the management
committee of SANDS Queensland.
She has a strong circle of extraordinary friends and family and
a growing number of like-minded colleagues to whom she is
eternally grateful for their encouragement, interest and authenticity.
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NEXT MEETING
4 p.m. 17 November

Members and guests are invited to attend
our Thirty-First Annual Meeting and hear the
reports of our progress over the past twelve
months and ﬁnancial members are invited to
vote for the ofﬁce bearers for the next twelve
months.
Bring along a plate to share and enjoy
each others company.
Nominations close 14 days before the
meeting (Sunday 3 November).

90 YEARS AGO

On Tuesday night, 3 September 1929, a new recruit that
joined the ranks of Brisbane’s talkie theatres was the Imperial Theatre, Lutwyche. At a cost of about
£5,000, the management installed
an R.C.A. photophone system which
was the ﬁrst of its kind in Brisbane.
The ﬁrst program was headed by
On Trial starring Pauline Frederick and Bert Lyttel.

The new system had 16
movable coil cone speakers making
the sound go around the screen.
There were six speakers placed
down each side of the screen and
four at the top.
The theatre screened four
nights of the week with one program on Tuesday and Wednesday
and a new program on Friday and
Saturday.
The theatre manager was
Mr O.J.Fenwick.

In the next issue

* Hair Oil
* 1931 Flood
* Hon. Hedley Vicars Strutt
* Thistle Estate
* Tifﬁn’s Troubles
* The Fine Print
* Old Bill’s Column
* Photographs
* The Sky is Fallin’ In
* The History of Aprons
* Star Theatre Kalinga
* The Galloway Estate
* Portraits
* Presbyterian: New Church
* Fowl Business

During the past half year, the editor has contributed
over 500 printouts of news items to our ﬁles.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Brass plate from our W.W. I
Howitzer Gun.
JOURNAL
Volume 31 Number 4
November 2019
Recent issues are viewable at the
National Library of
Australia, Canberra,
State Library of Queensland
and on line at
www.windsorhistorical.org.au

Much of the historical material used was
found at Trove Newspapers,
National Library of Australia
Circulation Manager: Gem Cowlishaw
Proof Readers: Judy Willis
and Rosalie Raciti.
Production costs donated by the editor.

Produced and Edited
by David Teague, B.Ed.

Delivered by e-mail to members.
Print version courtesy of
Trevor Evans, M.P.
For the latest news join us
on our new website or
facebook or twitter.
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STEEDMAN’S
SOOTHING POWDERS

From 1 Jaunary 1878,
Queensland newspapers were
blanketed with advertisments proclaiming the wonders of an English brand of teething powders for
children cutting their teeth.

ture of sugar, alcohol and potassium bicarbonate.
Along with proprietary
soothers and teething mixtures,
proprietary narcotic lozenges,
prepared with morphine and
opium or tincture of opium were
sold by chemists and confectioners as sweets for children. Door
to door salesmen sold opiate
based medicines and commonly
left samples on the doorstep if no
one was home. This was a potentially lethal habit as children
playing the street had access to
these samples. It was not until
1925 that this practice was controlled.

Researched by David Teague.

The advertisments remained the same for decades.
The powders were used to relieve symptoms of teething in
children such as gum inﬂammation, fevers, convulsions and diarrhoea. The formula remained
a mystery until 1909 when it was
discovered that they contained
calomel (mercury) which was not
removed until 1940. The original
formula also contained opium.
In the 1880s the Queensland coroners deliberated upon
ninety-eight deaths of infants as
a result of sickness. In ﬁfteen
cases proprietary medicines were
named, having been administered by parents. Six cases were
blamed on Steedman’s and four
were attributed to Chlorodyne.
Proprietary teething powders were the most popular remedy used to tranquilise crying
and feverish infants. They were
typically based on calomel (chloride of mercury) and the inclusion
of opium. Legislation gradually
proceeded conﬁning the use of
opium in the various drug and
poison acts. By the end of the
ninteenth century most soothers
no longer contained opium. The
formulas tended to contain a mix-

Other supposed remedies
should be avoided:
* never rub aspirin on a baby’s
gums
* never use alcohol on a baby’s
gums
* never put completely frozen objects on a baby’s gums
* never allow you child to chew
on hard plastic toys - this poses
an oral health risk as well as a
choking hazard.
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SHEPHERD SMITH
by R. F. Holder
Australian Dictionary of Biography

him a reputation for being uncompromising and arrogant. Smith
developed efﬁcient machinery
for the New South Wales government’s banking operations, but
the size and ﬂuctuations of the
business created problems for
the bank which sought exclusive
rights while the treasury wanted
the best terms for its funds. He
failed to resolve the ensuing difﬁculties with successive treasurers and in 1875 clashed with
William Forster. Smith’s political
ineptitude helped to make each
renewal of the agreement increasingly acrimonious, until in
1885 the treasurer, G. R. Dibbs
made other arrangements. Both
the government and the bank
published their correspondence
and a protracted lawsuit followed;
after the government’s technical victory in the Privy Council in
1887, the bank paid over £25,000
to the treasury.
In Queensland Smith had
been a director of the Cabulture
Cotton Co. and in 1866 joined
John Richardson in three runs
on the Darling Downs and nine
in the Maranoa District. In 1872
they sold four runs to John Watt
and W. Gilchrist, and gradually
disposed of the remainder but
retained Gideon Land in the Darling Downs until 1883.
A formidable High Churchman, Smith was a lay member of
the ﬁrst Sydney diocesan synod
of the Church of England in 1866,
and of the ﬁrst provincial and general synods of 1869 and 1872. He
devoted much time to the ﬁnancial
affairs and the management of
the property and charities of the
Church, but became embroiled in
political and liturgical issues. As
a leading member of the Church
of England Defence Association

© BrisbaneCity Council

Shepherd Smith (18351886), banker, was born in Durham, England, son of Thomas
Smith and his wife Isabella, née
Thompson. Educated in Durham,
he became a choir-boy at the
cathedral. He worked brieﬂy in
a London private bank, migrated
to Sydney in 1853 and joined the
Bank of New South Wales as a
junior clerk. In 1856 he opened
the bank’s gold-buying agency
at Rocky River, also a branch at
Tamworth and early in 1858 one
at Deniliquin. The next year he
became manager in Brisbane
and in 1860 was acting colonial
auditor-general for Queensland.
In 1864 he went to New Zealand
as inspector for the bank but was
recalled at the end of the year to
Sydney and appointed general
manager.
Under Smith’s guidance
the bank became the largest in
the colonies in terms of deposits
and advances and won repute
for stability, leadership and independence. An administrator rather than innovator, he stressed the
necessity of large reserves, especially after some early losses
in 1870. Hard-working, with ﬁne
attention to detail he maintained
a ﬁrm central control in a competitive era over the expanding network of branches and all aspects
of the bank’s activities. In principle Smith favoured loose agreements regulating interest rates
with other banks, provided they
were observed in all colonies; but,
too much of an individualist to tolerate breaches, he was prepared
to play a lone but powerful hand.
In tangled negotiations in the
1870s he was at odds with most
of his fellow bankers, particularly
the Associated Banks of Victoria,
and his strong personality earned

he, with (Sir) Alexander Stuart,
opposed the abolition of state
aid to denominational schools.
After the introduction of the 1880
Public Instruction Act he resisted
the supply of religious teachers
to public schools and reafﬁrmed
that the Church should support
its own schools. He withdrew
from the general synod in 1881
after censure by senior clergy
for outspoken criticism of some
of the forms of the prayer book
and for his advocacy of revision.
A founder and trustee of the Clergy Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,
he was a committee man of the
Sydney Female Refuge Society
and, in 1879, a founder of the
Industrial Blind Institution. He
supported the establishment of
volunteer ﬁre brigades and used
the bank’s services to import the
latest equipment.
Beneath his uncompromising exterior Smith retained
a sense of compassion and a
respect for the dignity of the individual. Aged 51, he died on 13
September 1886 and was buried
in the Anglican section of Rookwood cemetery. He was survived
by his wife Emily, née Phillips,
whom he had married at Parramatta on 11 January 1859, and
by two sons and seven daughters. His estate was valued for
probate at over £20,000.

Arrived in Brisbane 1860, purchased portion 264 of 45 ac 2 rds (between Kedron
Brook and Newmarket Roads) in 1862 from
Patrick Byrne and sold it to William Wilson
in 1873.
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EPITAPHS for FUN
Harry Edsel
Smith

1903 - 1942
Looked up an
elevator shaft
to see if the car
was on its way
down. It was.

Here lies
Johnny
Yeast.
Pardon
him for not
rising.
On 22nd
of June,
Jonathan
Fiddle
went out
of tune.

Here lies
LESTER
MOORE
Four slugs from
a 44
No Les, No more.
LESTER MOORE

Here lies
the body of
Jonathan
Blake.
Stepped
on the gas
instead of
the brake.

Jonathan Blake

Here lies the body
of our Anna.
Done to death by a
banana.
It wasn’t the fruit
that laid her low,
But the skin of the
thing that made
her go.
Sir John Strange.
Here lies an honest lawyer,
and that is strange.

Here lies and
Athiest. - All
dressed up and no
where to go.

Here lies The Kid.
He was quick on the
trigger,
But slow on the draw.

Under the sod and
under the trees,
Lies the body of
Jonathan Pease.
He is not here, there’s
only the pod,
Pease shelled out and
went to God.

Reader, if cash thou art
in want of any,
Dig 6 feet deep and
thou wilt ﬁnd a Penny.

Here lies
Ezekial
Aikle.
Age 102.
Only the
good die
young.

Ezekial Aikle

Here lies
AnnMann
who lived
an old maid
but died
and old
Mann

Remember man,
as you walk by,
As you are now,
so once was I.
As I am now,
so you’ll be,

Compose
your own.
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ROSEMOUNT

The Queenslander: 24 July 1930, by F. E. Lord
Abounding in historic interest is this old home, not only
for its associations, but on account of the use to which it is put
to-day—a hospital for those gallant men who made history for
us in the Great War. Sir Maurice
O’Connell, one of its early owners, was himself a gallant and
distinguished soldier, and I am
sure, were he alive now, he would
be pleased to know the fate of his
old home. But the ﬁrst name connected with Rosemount is that
of Mr Daniel Rowntree Somerset, who, it is understood, built
the original house in the year
1859, before separation. It stood
where now stands the porch of
Rosemount, and that portion
of the house into which it leads,
namely, the main hall, it having been an oblong building. Mr
Somerset, I think, had something
to do with the Customs at that
time. Speaking of Brisbane in
the early ‘ﬁfties, Mr Bartley, in his
Opals and Agates, says: Across
the street (the part meant is now
Petrie Bight) was the little den of
a Customs House; then came
Richardson’s Wharf, where I ﬁrst
started business in Brisbane,
and Daniel Rowntree Somerset
had the upper ﬂoor—a kindly,
honest, simple-hearted gentleman. This house, with which the
name of Mr Somerset is ﬁrst associated, was built of soft stone.
Later another building of solid
stone was erected, with a veranda at one end, and at the other
a wooden gangway connecting it
with the older portion. But whether this second house was built by
Mr Somerset or the next owner.
Sir Maurice O’Connell, I have
not been able to ascertain. The
latter’s residence there. I think,
dated from some time in the ‘sixties until 1870, or thereabout.

That part round Rosemount is
spoken of as “O’Connell Town,”
and there is a street in its vicinity
called Le Geyt street, after Lady
O’Connell, who was the daughter
of Colonel Le Geyt.

Sir Maurice O’Connell

After Sir Maurice and
Lady O’Connell—they had no
family—left Rosemount, I understand that it was occupied ﬁrst by
the Lyons family, and then by the
Keiths. Both names are familar to
old Brisbaneites, and a piece of
ground near the Rosemount Estate was known as Lyon’s parade.
Mr Lyons went in for racehorses,
and it was there that they were
exercised. It was from the Keiths
that Rosemount was purchased
in 1885 by Mr Alfred Jones, one
of the founders in Brisbane of that
world-wide ﬁrm, Messrs. Gordon
and Gotch, Ltd. It was known by
its present name then, it having
always been a wonderful place
for rose growing, but which of
the four previous owners named
it I do not know. When Mr Jones
bought the property it consisted
of six acres, and the home was
composed of the two buildings
joined by the wooden gangway,
as described previously. Then, as
in the course of time, the original
building of soft stone began to

literally fall to pieces; in the year
1894 Mr Jones had it demolished, with the wooden gangway
connecting it with the solid stone
house that had been erected
later, and built in their place, and
connected with the former, the
brick building and porch, thus
making the one long house. On
to the veranda at the end of the
stone portion of the now composite house Mr Jones had made
a ﬂat look-out roof, with railings
round it, he having become used
to such during some years of
his life spent in the East. Up to
this look-out led a specially-constructed spiral staircase, and a
pleasant place indeed was this
roof on a sum-mer’s evening. The
square and ornamental porch
leads into a hall, which runs right
through the building to the back
door. This hall is both wide and
lofty, and is divided by archways.
Leading from its centre on the
right from the front door through
the brick portion of the house to
the kitchen premises is another
longer hall, and both are ﬂoored
in tiles of a warm reddish brown
and hexagonal in shape. Some
steps lead down from the main
hall on the left hand to one running through the older building.
There are many ﬁreplaces throughout the whole house,
nearly every room containing
one; and all the mantelpieces are
of marble, with the exception of
that in the dining-room. This is of
wood and painted white, and consists not only of the mantelshelf,
but of ornamental shelves and
corner niches at both sides for
holding ornaments and ﬂower
vases. It is a pretty and unique
piece of work, and a ﬁnish to the
beautiful large room itself. The
white-painted wooden ceiling is
lofty, with a higher addition in the
centre; and there are two bow
windows, one at the end and the
other at the side of the room. The
windows are leadlights, one set
being casements and the other
sash windows, and all open on to
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the garden. A dark wooden dado
runs round the room, which was
designed for Mr Jones by the late
Mr G. H. M. Addison, with a little assistance, I think, from the
late Mr Godfrey Rivers. Floral
paintings were executed on the
wooden dado by a lady from Melbourne while on a visit to Mr and
Mrs Jones. But through want of
thought on the part of the painters, or lack of sentiment or interest on that of those instructing
them in their work, when this old
house was being renovated for
its present purpose (the house
itself is used as quarters for the
nursing sisters) these paintings
were almost obliterated by stain
or varnish. But the solid old twin
house itself has not been altered
except for the addition of the
veranda seen to the left of the
porch, and the ﬂat-roofed end veranda being ﬁlled in with rooms.
In the building of these the spiral
staircase was sacriﬁced.
After Mr Jones had purchased Rosemount and its six
acres, he bought an additional
three acres adjoining his property at the back. On this we see
to-day the soldiers’ wards and
other hospital buildings. Back in
the ‘eighties, when Mr Jones and
his wife and their three young
sons—Mr Edward, Mr Sydney,
and Mr Herbert Jones—went to
live at Rosemount, there were
few houses to be seen in that
part. Blacks were numerous, but
not wild, and the bushhouses—
for which with its garden in general, and roses especially, Rosemount was noted in the Jones’
time—were supplied with most
of their beautiful orchids, staghorns, ferns, &c., by the blacks,
and the tomahawks lent to them
by Mr Jones were always returned by the honest creatures.
It was from Kelvin Grove that
they obtained the plants in these
early days, it being then mostly
scrubland. So this garden home
was a most delightful as well as
a happy one, and Mr and Mrs
Jones entertained some interest-

ing people there. The noted Blondin once visited Rosemount, but
I do not know if it was during the
residence of Mr and Mrs. Jones.
They were noted for their kindly
disposition and generous donations to charity. Both died in or
about the year 1912. Then in
1913 the three sons left the big
old home with its both sad and
happy memories, and went to
live at Ascot. In 1915 they lent it,
under the most generous conditions, to the military, and eventually the latter acquired it.
The esteem and affection of the Jones sons for their
departed parents has been
made manifest in their giving to
their memory the lectern and a
stained glass window in Holy
Trinity Church in the Valley, and
the beautiful chime of bells in St
Andrew’s, Lutwyche. When the
marriage of the youngest son,
Herbert in Melbourne a little time
ago appreciation of this latter gift
and compliment to the givers was
shown by the Lutwyche parish
with the playing on those bells of
“Home, Sweet Home,” and “For
He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.”

Obituary.

MR. D. R. SOMERSET.

Our obituary of to-day
contains a notice of the death of
one of our oldest colonists, Mr D.
R. Somerset. His death occurred
on April 15, at Bowen, whither he
had gone in quest of health. Mr
Somerset arrived at Adelaide in
1849, and soon after at Brisbane;
two years later he left Melbourne
for Singapore in the Jenny Lind.
The vessel became a total wreck
on Ken’s reef, off Bowen. On that
lonely rock the passengers and
crew endured the most direful
privations for seven weeks, subsisting on a few casks of ship’s
biscuits saved from the wreok,
and of water distilled from the salt
water by the doctor, by means of
a piece of lead piping, fortunately
saved by one of the sailors, a
wineglassful of which was re-

ceived per day by eaoh.
Many of them escaped
from the wreck with only their
night clothing, and all were reduced to a few scanty garments,
barely sufﬁcient to shelter them

Jenny Lind

from the weather. From the wreck
of the vessel the ship’s carpenter
and crew constructed a miniature
schooner, in which, and in the
longboat, they all arrived, after a
tedious voyage, in the Brisbane
River in 1851. Mr Somerset then,
in conjunction with Mr John Richardson, commenced business in

Restored Figurehead
Jenny Lind

Eagle street, which he continued
to manage until the date of Separation, when he was appointed
chief clerk in the Customs - a situation of trust which he ﬁlled with
credit to himself and satisfaction
to the public until 1876, when he
was compelled by ill health to retire on his pension. On the 3rd instant he left Brisbane for Bowen,
fearing that the approaching winter here would be too trying to his
very delicate state of health. His
death will be mourned by a very
large circle of friends. All those
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance will agree that a more
scrupulously upright and conscientious gentleman than the late
Mr Somerset never ﬁlled a place
in our midst. He was a native of
Ireland, and at the time of his
death was in his 68th year.
Australian Town and Country
Journal: 24 April 1880.

At once stage he owned Rosemount, then Oakwall and then
St John’s Wood.
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GRANGE GARAGE
CASH BOX STOLEN
FROM GARAGE
One Man Fined £3;
Two Discharged
When three men, Charles
Milton Freeman (34), farmer,
Fred Perry (21), baker, and Keith
Maxwell (32), labourer, appeared
in the Police Court. before Mr P.
M. Hishon, C.P.M., yesterday,
charged with having stolen £6/10/,
the property of Thomas Alexander Armstrong, Detective Senior
Sergeant T. M. Brannelly said
he intended to offer no evidence
against Freeman and Perry, who
were represented by Mr J. R. Gilbert, and they were discharged.
Maxwell pleaded guilty, and was
ﬁned £3, and ordered to make
restitution of £6/10/, in default
imprisonment for two months.
Detective Senior Sergeant Brannelly said that the complainant
was a garage proprietor who carried on business at the Grange.
On July 2 the defendant Maxwell,
with the two other men, came
from a car, which had pulled up
a little way along the street from
the garage. The complainant was
told by the men that a tyre had

been punctured, and he walked
back with two of the men to the
car. One tyre was punctured.
The defendant waited at the garage, and when the proprietor
returned he saw the defendant
near a car in which he kept his
cash box. The complainant saw
Maxwell put what he thought was
the cash box under his coat, but
he did not question him. Later the
complainant found that the cash
box had been taken. The other
two men were still there when the
police arrived, and said they did
not know the defendant well, and
had picked him up at the Shamrock Hotel. The defendant was a
recent arrival from Sydney. Maxwell said that he stole the cash
box, and the other two men had
nothing to do with it. He brought
his wife out of hospital and had no
money in the house. He asked the
men to drive him to the Grange to
see if he could borrow £1 from a
friend. He saw the cash box and
took it. There was only £4/14/2
in it, and not £6/10/ as the complainant had said. The defendant
said that he had been offered a
job in Brisbane, and later in the

country. He asked the magistrate
to give him a chance. He did not
want to be in trouble all his life.
The Courier-Mail: 4 July 1935

PICKED LOCK OF
PETROL PUMP
Two Men Fined For
Attempted Theft

Having picked the lock
of a petrol pump at the Grange,
James Frank Steed, 20, furrier,
and James Byron Hay, 32, miner,
pumped six gallons into a boiler and had another six gallons
ready to be emptied, when they
were disturbed in the early hours
of yesterday morning. Detective
Sergeant T. W. Harold made this
statement in the Police Court yesterday, when Steed and Hay admitted having attempted to steal
12 gallons of petrol, valued at 22/,
the property of Thomas Alexander Armstrong. Detective Harold
told Mr P. M. Hishon, C.P.M., that
after Mr Armstrong had heard
that some one was acting suspiciously near his garage about
1 a.m. yesterday, he decided to
keep the petrol pumps under observation. He saw Steed and Hay
arrive in a motor car about an hour
later, but did not interrupt them, until they had pumped six gallons into
a boiler. Steed and Hay ran away,
but admitted their guilt when questioned by police ofﬁcers.
The Courier-Mail: 22 December 1938
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GRANGE

The Grange Private Hospital on the corner of Days Road
and Thomas Street was started
about 1929 under the direction
of Nurse J. Forest. It was mainly
a Maternity Hospital.

After the fire.
It was not rebuilt.

Near the end of Brisbane Tramways. This Grange Tram was on the single line on Days Road near stop 29.
Car 534 ran the last tram trip from Balmoral to Ascot on 13 April 1969. When it arrived in the city it was met by car
554, the latter had a police escort and was carrying numerous politicians from Brisbane. Near the Treasury building
in the city, trams were forced to stop as close to 300 youths became hostile and tried to tear apart their trams.
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