
Windsor & Districts’
Historical Society Inc.
servicing the old Windsor Town Council areas 
of Albion, Alderley, Bowen Bridge, Eagle 
Junction*, Eildon, Kalinga, Kedron*, 
Lutwyche, Maida Hill, Newmarket*, 
Wooloowin and now extended to cover 
Herston. *part of this suburb.
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 The GUEST SPEAKER at our 
May Meeting on Sunday 15 May at 
3 p.m at the Council Chambers will be 
Shirley Johnstone.
 Shirley is a former resident of The 
Grange and has written recollections of 
her time in that suburb - Growing Up at 
The Grange - 1946 - 1952 , A Memoir and 
Social History.

 The self-published book was re-
cently launched at the Grange Library and 
it was an instant success.
 In the decade after World 
War Two, The Grange was an area 
where fathers came home from 
work at the same time every day 
in their grey Akubra hats, toting 
Gladstone bags. Kids hung around 
near local shops to meet Dad off the 
tram. On their father’s arrival, the 
kids squabbled over whose turn it 
was to carry his bag. Mothers in 
hand-embroidered aprons waited 
for husbands to come in before they 
put the vegies on.
 During my years growing up 
at The Grange, I often awoke to the 
clanging of the fi rst tram crossing 
the Fiveways intersection at the 
top of Gilbert Road. Some times at 
night I heard the last tram chug-
ging wearily back to the depot.  To 
me, snuggled in my bed, the image 
of a brightly lit empty tram rattling 
through the dark streets was eerie.  
Trams played a very important role 

May Meeting
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We will have a display at
LUTWYCHE CITY 

on 19, 20 and 21 May
 Lutwyche City would like photos, 
memories of that shopping centre.  

Which shops used to be there?
Barry & Roberts Department store for 

instance. 

NEXT ISSUE
The stories in the next issue will 

include:
George Marchant
Newmarket Bricks

United Milk Vendors
Rupert Street

Holy Cross Church (pt.2)
The Red Lion Hotel

Dr Joseph Smith Clowes
Measles - Windsor Infants

Building Trainees
RSSAILA  - Old Town Hall

in a lot of lives - including mine.
 As well Shirley will be at our dis-
play at the Lutwyche Shopping Centre on 
19, 20 and 21 May from 10.30 am to 2.30 
pm each day to sign her books which will 
also be available there.
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ANZAC DAY 2016

 Some faces from the huge 
crowds at the Windsor & Districts’ 
Historical Society’s 2016 ANZAC 
DAY Observance at the Windsor Me-
morial Park and afterwards at the 
Council Chambers.
 Uncle Joe Kirk, an 
Aboriginal Elder,  gave the Welcome to 
Country Address. The Federal 
Member for Brisbane Ms Teresa 
Gambaro pre-sented her Anzac Day 
Address. 

The Prayer was led by Ma-
jor Thelma Fischle of the Stafford 
Salvation Army. The Windsor State 
School Choir led the singing of the 
National Anthem.

The New Zealand National 
Anthem was sung by Mr Alex Rob-
inson in Maori and English.

Our State Member for Bris-
bane Ms Grace Grace made the cer-
emony’s closing remarks followed by 
Society President, Mr Robert Coop-er. 
The music, Last Post and Reveille was 
provided by the Salvation Army Band 
who have been playing for this 
ceremony since 1936. Thanks to all 
the services who assisted.

Photos by D
avid Teague.

M
ore on Facebook.



 The first individual urban allot-
ment estates in the area were opened up 
in 1864. They were the O’Connelltown 
and Town of Belfast estates.

 Portion 192, Parish of Enoggera of 
30 acres 2 roods was purchased by Hen-
ry Pillow of Ipswich for £30/10/- on 5 
April 1859.
 Henry Pillow, son of Thomas Pil-
low, was born in Mullabrack, County 
Armagh, Northern Ireland in 1828. Mul-
labrack was a small village whose name 
meant speckled hilltop.
 On 10 March 1853, he married a 
local lass, Anne Jane Spence, daughter of 
James Spence, She was born in 1830.
 Shortly after in 1853, their daugh-
ter Sarah Ann was born. On 15 May 1854 
they left Liverpool on an assisted passage 
on the 1000 ton ship Monsoon for More-
ton Bay in New South Wales. They landed 
on 17 August that year.
 The ship’s passenger list showed:
 Ann* Jane Pillow 23
 Henry Pillow 26
 Sarah Ann Pillow 1
 The Pillows soon settled in Ipswich 
with the exception of a few years in Toow-
oomba. He carried on his trade as a black-
smith there for the rest of his life.
 Soon young Elizabeth was born 

Town of Belfast
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*Spelling
varies

on 6 December 1854 in Ipswich but she 
caught diptheria and died on 20 October 
1864 short of her tenth birthday.
 Ida Elizabeth joined the family on 
28 October 1873.
 Henry worked in partnership with 
other blacksmiths but spent most of his 
working years in the railway workshops 
at North Ipswich.
 There are frequent newspaper ref-
erences to Henry as he took part in com-
munity and church activities.
 Sarah Ann married Edward Potter 
in 1889 at Ipswich and Ida Elizabeth mar-
ried George Harrison at Ipswich in 1894 
and had six children.
 The Town of Belfast estate was 
advertised for sale on 26 September 1864, 
consisting of 100 allotments each of 32 
perches. It was situated on high dry land 
close to the new bridge over Kedron Brook 
and near to the grounds of Judge Lutwy-
che.
 The Town of Belfast may safely 
be expected to become in a very short 
time the most flourishing of the many 
Metropolitan Suburban Townships; and 
this prosperity must be augmented by 
the contemplated Railway to Sandgate, 
which must undoubtedly pass through 
this charming property when construct-
ed. 
 Apart from its prospects of Com-
mercial importance, it possesses at 
present every charm and convenience 
for Suburban Residences; and it has been 
laid out into large allotments, so that 
every purchaser may hold an Estate of 
commodious size, without being perpet-
ually reminded that, while living in the 
country, they have all the inconvenienc-
es* arising from the overcrowded state of 
towns.  The Brisbane Courier: 5 September 1864

 In August 1888, section three of 22 
former allotments was resubdivided into 
69 smaller lots and sold as the Wind-
sor Park Estate. (Between Felix and Isedale 
Streets)           Photo: Monsooon on Page Six.Re
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modern note in the maple suite, a lead-lighted 
sideboard and china cabinet. The dainty carpet 
which has a blue motif to harmonise with the 
curtains. The dining room is separated from 
the lounge by swing doors. Access to the liv-
ing quarters is provided by a wide stairway of 
much greater area, than is seen in the average 
two-story home. The main bedroom occupies 
the north-eastern corner. The colour scheme 
is a refreshing green against a background 
of stone coloured paper. There are two other 
bedrooms and both the first and second bed-
rooms have, access to the sun-porch which is 
a decided advantage during summer nights. 
The bathroom has been situated conveniently 
to all of the bedrooms and has been finished 
with mottled slate coloured walls and a cream 
ceiling. The kitchen at Ellenthorpe is wor-
thy of particular mention because it is one of 
the largest ever seen in a modern home. The 
laundry is adjacent to the kitchen and its com-
plete equipment includes an electric washing 
machine.
 Truly, Ellenthorpe is a complete 
home and one that has been built not only 
to stand the test of time but to become more 
attractive in mellow old age.
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Ellenthorpe
A BUILDER’S HOME AT WINDSOR

 The beauty of face brickwork and the 
assurance of security which it gives are ex-
emplified in Ellenthorpe, the home of Mr 
and Mrs E. L. Atkin, in Constitution Road, 
Windsor. As we are interested in the home 
the architect would design for himself, so we 
are interested in the home which the builder 
builds for himself, and for that reason Ell-
enthorpe is worth studying because Mr At-
kin is a well known builder.
 Mr Atkin chose bricks for his own 
home because he wanted the longevity they 
insure and he selected face bricks because he 
admires their beauty and they have the added 
advantage that they never require recondi-
tioning or any other maintenance. Mr Atkin 
has introduced colour into the design by us-
ing three series of colours in the brickwork, 
graduated from very dark red for the plinth 
to red for the ground floor section and russet 
for the walls of the first floor. Each series has 
been separated by a band of cream cement 
work, the same treatment being carried into 
the arches of the colonnade entrance and the 
pillars of the sun porch above. Brightness 
also has been achieved in the white panels of 
the gables and their half-timbering.

DIGNIFIED DESIGN
 Ellenthorpe is a very dignified 
home. The roof has been given a generous 
overhang at the eaves to cast a cooling shad-
ow down the walls and the windows them-
selves have been protected by wide shades. 
Occupying a corner site some seven or eight 
feet above the roadway, the home has a com-
manding position and an excellent sweep of 
panorama is provided from the sun deck on 
the upper floor. Leadlighted doors give ac-
cess to the lounge from the entrance porch 
and this room is notable for its spaciousness 
and the warmth of its furnishings. Biscuit 
toned paper has been hung on the walls in 
panels that rise to a white ceiling and the il-
lumination is given from a five point chan-
delier of brass throwing off light through 
yellow globes. The suite itself is in autumn 
tonings with carpet and curtains to harmo-
nise and dignity is added by the presence of 
a full-sized Everard grand piano.
 Similar tonings have been chosen 
for the large dining room and here there is a Ad
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Snippets

Monsoon - refer to story on Page Four

BELLS AT LUTWYCHE
 When the news of Hinkler’s arrival 
at Bundaberg was received in Brisbane the 
bells of St Andrew’s Church of England, 
Lutwyche, were rung by Mr G. Smoothey, for 
20 minutes, after which “See the Conquer-
ing Hero Comes” was pealed four times.  Mr 
Smoothey finished up with the Westminster 
Chimes.   The Telegraph, 28 February 1928.

OLD BAMBOO
 The old Bowen Bridge school building 
has long since been demolished. Mr J.J. Caine 
was the first master in my recollection.
 “Old Bamboo” as he was known to the 
scholars, had the able assistance of his daugh-
ters. We have kindly recollections of Mr Caine 
and his wife.  The school children seldom re-
ceived corporal punishment. A kind word or 
two generally had the desired effect when a 
boy or girl had to be admonished. It is within 
recollections that many a luncheon was sup-
plied by Mrs Caine to children whose lunches 

had been stolen from their bags on the old 
porch of the school.  The thieves were truant 
boys from other schools.
 The old Bowen Bridge school was the 
only one to my knowledge that gave extra les-
sons at night to girls and boys anxious to im-
prove their minds. Mr Caine and his daughters 
gladly gave their time and help to those of us 
desirous of improvement. Mr Caine in later 
years became a school inspector.
                   H.R.S: 26 January 1930.

HENRY LAWSON DEBATING SOCIETY
 The fortnightly meeting of the 
Henry Lawson Literary and Debating 
Society was held in the the Windsor 
Council Chambers with the president, 
Mr G. J. Hoey, in the chair. Messrs Doy-
le, Danton, McLaughlin, Kyle, Taylor 
and Rooney were also present.
 The business of the evening 
was a literary review, in which the fol-
lowing members contributed: Mr D. 
Doyle.”The Art of Writing” (Sir Arthur 
Quiller-Couch; Mr B.J. Maguire, “The 
Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent” 
(Washington Irving); Mr L. D. Taylor, 
“Why We Behave Like Human Beings” 
(George S. Dorsey) and Mr A. Rooney, 
“Countries of the World: Peoples of All 
Nations”. 
 A club debate is set down for the 
next meeting night between the Right 
and Left sides, subject being “That 
commercial enterprise is a factor for 
the promotion of peace among na-
tions.” The Lefts will affirm.

The Telegraph: 24 February 1930
     You didn’t know we were a cultured lot!!

Old Bowen Bridge Road School
Photo: Judy Willis
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Snippets

Sporting News:
10 WICKETS IN AN INNINGS

 R. Markwell, playing for Shafton 
Rovers against Lutwyche in the fourth 
grade junior division, secured all 10 wick-
ets for eight runs in Lutwyche’s second 
innings. He also secured four wickets for 
six runs in the first innings.

Sunday Mail: 6 December 1931

NEW HOME AT WILSTON 
HEIGHTS

 Having generously donated his 
fine home at Taringa for use by crip-
pled children, Mr George Marchant 
has purchased for his new residence 
this charming dwelling and property at 
Wilston Heights. It offers a commanding 
view of the city.(See August issue for biography)

           The Telegraph: 20 December 1932

ATTACKED BY A 
HORSE

 Attacked by a 
horse outside his home 
in First Avenue, Wilston, 
yesterday, Victor Henley, 
a child, was attended by 
ambulance bearers for se-
vere cuts on the head and 
conveyed him to the Bris-
bane Hospital. 
       Telegraph: 26 May 1928.

President, Robert Cooper and Treasurer, Gem Cowlishaw (right) made a presentation to retir-
ing office-bearers Jenny Roemermann and Judy Willis at the Annual Meeting.

GRANDSTAND AT WINDSOR 
PARK

 The Brisbane City Council 
proposes to remove the pavilion 
at Dutton Park for re-erection as 
a grandstand at Windsor Park, 
which has lately been converted 
into a first class cricketing oval.
 The Cricket Association of-
fered a contributiuon of £250 and 
it was stated the the council’s con-
tribution would not be greater 
than this amount. The football 
club using the area in winter time 
also will be invited to contribute. 
The City Architect will invite ten-
ders for the removal and re-erec-
tion of the building.

The Telegraph: 27 November 1929.
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“Water, water, everywhere...”
 In our August 2015 Newslet-
ter, we featured the aftermath of 
the 1931 fl oods and the building of 
the Breakfast Creek canals. This 
time we deal with the actual fi rst 
fl ood.

 Wednesday night, 5 February 1931
saw 240 locals housed in a pavilion at the 
Exhibition Grounds (above) and a further 
50 or so were lodged at the Windsor School 
of Arts.  On Friday afternoon,  they were 
visited by the Governor, Sir John Good-
win and Lady Goodwin. He gave words of 
encouragement and praised the fortitude 
of the refugees.
 What did it look like outside. On 
Friday morning 6 February, a Brisbane 
Telegraph reporter surveyed the scene 
from Eildon Hill.
 ‘An early morning view of the city 
from the top of Eildon Hill reservoir, an 
admirable vantage point, afforded an im-
pressive idea of what the fl ood meant to 
the  inhabitants, even to those in places 
beyond the range of vision. The visibility 
was bad, but not bad enough lo hide great 
areas of water where less than a fortnight 
ago wide stretches of grass burnt brown 
by the severity of the summer heat had 
seemed to indicate the possibility of a mi-
nor drought.
 Over the southern districts of the 
city low dark clouds scurried as from an 
enchanter fl eeing and the wind, rising 
sometimes to almost hurricane force, 
lashed the raindrops into the face of the 
Press observer and the caretaker of the 

Water, Water ...
reservoir.
 Looking towards Breakfast Creek 
the eye was held by a broad stretch of wa-
ter that had spread from the main stream 
across Jackson’s Paddock, submerging a 
long section of Newmarket Road and Syl-
vester Street, where yesterday afternoon 
and last night many residents were forced 
to leave their homes, in Jackson’s Pad-
dock itself only the tops of trees, tossed 
by the wind and bent by the force of the 
rushing water, waved forlornly on the in-
land sea. 

From the hospital looking north. Creek is above 
the twin sheds. Note the trams waiting.
 In the vicinity of the creek towards 
Kelvin Grove the Narm Company’s facto-
ry, standing in splendid isolation, attract-
ed the attention, but a squall immediately 
plunged the greater part of this suburb in 
the dimness that it had suffered for the 
past few days. The sight of a mob of cat-
tle being driven from Newmarket or Ald-
erley through the streets of Wilston sug-
gested a dislocation of road traffi c in the 
cattle yard district. The drovers, however, 
were doing their job well—they were get-
ting the meat into the city, not out of it.
 Swan Hill, the paradoxically, but 
not inappropriately named district whose 
riparian residents know more about 
fl ooded backyards than perhaps any other 
citizens of Brisbane, had a Venetian-like 
appearance, and no  doubt a closer sur-
vey would have yielded the sight of small 
boats successfully adopting the role of the 
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more stately gondolas of an older world.
 Swan Hill is thickly populated and 
the waters, which, it is stated, reached the 
peak height at 7 o’clock last night, infl icted 
the maximum ot discomfort upon a great 
number of residents. To those in the hol-
lows the tall and reassuringly solid hospital 
buildings on the far side of Breakfast Creek 
must have appeared to be hospitable in 
deed.
 Nearer to Eildon Hill and on the 
Windsor side many of the houses between 
Bowen Street and Grafton Street were deep 
in water last night, but early this morning 
the fl ooded area in this locality was consid-
erably reduced. At one time yesterday even
ing the water here had backed up to within 
fi fty yards of the tramlines on Lutwyche 
Road, at the foot of Constitution Road. The 
Albion fl ats were also well under water. The 
Albion Park racecourse had the appear-
ance of an artifi cial lake, the shape of the ex 
panse distinguishing it from the irregular 
outlines of other fl ooded areas that had not 
been greatly assisted to attractiveness by 
the efforts of man. Racing men are always 
talking of “mudlarkers” and of horses that 
revel in “soft going” but the only creatures 
that could be raced with any success at Al-
bion Park at present would be gannets or 
their kin.
 The fl ooded sections of the Kedron 
and adjoining districts could not be clearly 

seen from the hill, but it was evident that 
people in the Thistle Estate area and oth-
er low-lying places must have had an un-
enviable experience.  
 Those residents of the surrounding 
districts who looked forward last night to 
the opportunity of obtaining from Eildon  
Hill a “fi rst-class view” of the fl ood are 
suffering disappointment, for the hill has 
been closed to the public owing to the col-
lapse of portion of the bank, with a sec-
tion of the railing that surmounts it.  
 When the representative of The
Telegraph began his trudge from Eil-
don Hill to Lutwyche Road he had hopes 
that the fall of the water at Bowen Bridge 
would have been suffi cient to enable him 
to cross Breakfast Creek. Trams were 
running as far as the bridge, but many 
of the passengers, seeing on arrival there 
that the prospects of crossing without a 
drenching were remote, turned back to 
the  Albion Road where a bus was busily 
engaged in transferring city workers to 
the Clayfi eld tramline. Here again there 
was considerable congestion and a few at 
least determined to walk across the new 
Breakfast Creek bridge, which promised 
a drier passage into town.  
 On the Mayne fl ats there was much 
evidence of the havoc created in many 
humble homes by the overfl ow from the 
creek. Fences, had been forced  over, and, 

Bowen Bridge Road - across the top and Swan Terrace across the bottom.
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closer to the stream, many launches had 
been left high if not dry, One report is that 
a dozen or more boats were torn from 
their moorings and carried out to sea.  
 “How’s the boat?” shouted a by-
stander to a passing cyclist. “Gone,” was 
the brief but suffi cient reply. “He had a 
fi ne little craft and was always working on 
it,” commented the bystander to his mate.  
Here and there small parties were to be 
seen returning to the homes that they had 

At Albion - the edge of the fl ood.

hurriedly abandoned. Never before in 
these dwellings had there been such an 
accumulation of dirt, but if the waters do 
not rise again the housewives may be de-
pended upon to put things shipshape in 
no time. On the faces of most of the resi-
dents near the creek could be seen   traces 
of the anxious, night that they had expe-
rienced, but it was clearly evident that op-
timism was the prevailing sentiment. “It 
might have been worse,” said one.’

Looking north-east from the hospital with O’Connelltown in the top left-hand corner.


