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NEXT MEETING
20 MAY, 3 p.m.

 To celebrate our THIR-
TIETH year, at the May Meeting 
we will be showing the 1988 
BICENTENNIAL HISTORY OF 
WINDSOR and GRANGE - a 
program made by students of a 
video school under the direction 
of the late George Burne. 

  
 George was a member of 
this society and was a pioneer 
of the Queensland film industry 
with his  headquarters in Main 
Avenue.

 He trained with his father 
Al in making classic silent films 
and provided Queensland con-
tent for many newreel programs. 
In 1937 he took the first sound 
newreel films of the survivors of 
the Stinson crash in the border 
ranges. Later on his company 
Kinetone Productions filmed 
all the Brisbane horse races and 
with the advent of television, he 
processed all of Channel Nine’s 
news footage at Windsor before 
rushing it up to Mt Coot-tha to 
be telecast.
 As well a DVD of trams 
passing travelling through 
Windsor, Grange, Lutwyche and 
Kalinga will be shown.
 Come along and help 
celebrate our thirtieth year.

PLAN SHOWING 
FINAL 

POSITIONS 
OF THE PARTS 
OF FAIRLEIGH 

HOUSE.

In the AUGUST Journal:
 Kedron Lodge
 Herbert/Dowse
 To the Editor
 Chlorodyne
 Aerial View 1919
 Old & New 
 Up, Up and Away
 Creek Death
 Shops 1925
 Photographs
 1950 Election
 Kedron Omnibus Co
 Waverley

Conservatory

Site of Kitchen 
and Extension

Existing part of
 Fairleigh

            *

            *
            *

            *

Fairleigh 
Estate in 
1914 - the 
house and 
surrounds 
intact. The 
map shows 

how 
William 
Bradley 

divided the 
house and 
created 
further 

allotments.
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FAIRLEIGH
STORY

FAIRLEIGH 
30 CONSTITUTION 

ROAD
 The land on which 
Fairleigh stands was part of an 
Estate bought in the name of  
Mary Southerden  at the Crown 
Land Sales  on 21 September, 
1858.  It was described as 
Portion 143, Deed of Grant 315 
– 58/315 under the seal of the 
Colony of NSW by the hand of 
the then Governor Sir William 
Denison KCB.
 In 1881 it was sub-
divided and William James 

as belonging to Thomas Brown. 
By 1883 a large sprawling timber 
house named Sunnyside and 
owned by Julia Hay, stood on 
this land facing the main Bowen 
Bridge Road.
 William James Hooker, 
born in Geelong, Victoria in 
1854 was the son of Ebenezer 
Hooker.  Ebenezer Hooker, JP, 
of Longwick, Buckinghamshire, 
England was a follower of Dr 
John Lang  and emigrated to 
Sydney in 1849 at 22 years of 
age. In 1851 he married Miss 
Margaret Jane McCook who 

Hooker purchased Lots 8, 9 
and 10 comprising a total of 
four acres two roods twenty 
seven perches and seven tenths 
of a perch. These lots faced 
Constitution Road (then known 
as Southerden Road) and were 
on the western side of present 
day Hooker Street. A creek 
flowed through this land with its 
source on Eildon Hill. 
 At that time there was 
another estate below Hooker 
Street – the eastern  part of the 
Southerden original purchase. In 
the 1870s it was subdivided into 
11 blocks. Subdivision 6 is listed 

accompanied him to Geelong 
and then to Ballarat where he 
began a successful storekeeping 
business. In 1863 the Hooker 
family came to Brisbane where 
he carried on a business as a 
timber merchant. After two years 
as accountant with auctioneer 
Arthur Martin and then nine years 
as accountant for the Courier  
he commenced business in 
1874 on his own account as 
E. Hooker & Son, insurance, 
auctioneer and commission 
agents at 10 Exchange Rooms, 
Town Hall Brisbane. Later he 
built  commodious premises in 

Albert Street admitting to 
partnership his son William 
James Hooker and J.E. Elliott.
 William James Hooker 
spent five years in Dalby  
managing the stationery business 
of G. & J. Black. His postal 
address for 1876/77 lists him at 
Drayton Street, Dalby. In 1878 
he returned to Brisbane to join 
his father in the firm which 
then became known as Hooker, 
Son and Elliott. The 1878/79 
electoral roll shows him living 
with his father at Waterworks 
Road, Enoggera and having an 
office in the Town Hall. When 
Mr Elliott retired Ebenezer 
Hooker gave up his share in 
favour of his son and took a visit 
to England. On 10 June, 1879 
William James Hooker married 
Eliza Alice, the daughter of John 
L. Bale MLA who at that time 
was living at Stoneleigh on the 
corner of Albion and Lutwyche 
Roads.
 In December 1883 
William mortgaged the land he 
had bought in Constitution Road 
to William Gillon Cochrane 
for £300 and it can be assumed 
that this is the time he began to 
build a large timber home named 
Fairleigh on this block. The 
Postal Directory of 1883 shows 
him resident at Fairleigh. He 
was released from this mortgage 

Researched by 
Jenny Roemerman

Pre-Restoration House Section on Constitution Road 
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in June 1883 and on 8 August, 
1883 negotiated with Robert 
Davidson  for an increased 
amount of £700. 
 Robert Davidson died 
on 30 April 1885 and the David-
son estate was wound up by 
his executors Robert Richards 
Davidson, John Flockhart Sloan 
and John Potts.  W.J. Hooker 
was released from that mortgage 
on 6 August 1886. As a result of 
this even  a fresh mortgage was 
taken out for £1,760 to Jessie 
Ann Carpendale repayable by 
29 September, 1889. He was 
released from this mortgage on 
17 October, 1887 and took out 
a fresh mortgage for £3,000 
to James Cowlishaw at 7% 
repayable on 7 October, 1889.
Increases in the amount of the 
mortgages indicate that W.J. 
Hooker was continuing to add to 
his original modest Fairleigh. 

 During Ebenezer 
Hooker’s time as a timber 
merchant in the 1860s he had 
bought most of his supplies from 
Greathead & Co. Limited in 
Maryborough and it is possible 
that his son sought supplies from 
the same merchants to build 
what by 1889 was a really huge 
timber house.
 William and Eliza 
Hooker had five children. Their 
eldest daughter Lillian Alice 
born in 1880 married George 
Oliver Windmell Smith. Their 
second daughter Ethel Eliza 
born 1881 married Arthur Ernest 
Bickmore. Two sons George 
Arthur b.1884 and Alfred 
Walter born 1890 both died 
very young, George in 1901 and 

Alfred in 1891. Another son 
William James was born in 1889 
and married Robina Anderson 
Wallace in 1912.
 On 2 July, 1890 William 
James Hooker sold Fairleigh 
with all its land to John Hunter 
Brown who took over also the 
huge mortgage of £3,000 to 
James Cowlishaw at £7 per 
centum per annum. 
 In 1887 John Hunter 
Brown, the eldest son of Thomas 
Brown of Dalnair, Drymen, 
Stirlingshire, Scotland had been 
brought to Brisbane to take over 
the business known as Thomas 
Brown & Sons which had been 
commenced in Brisbane by his 
uncle David Laughland Brown in 
1862. 
 John Hunter Brown, born 
in 1861, was educated at the 
Glasgow Academy and then at 
Craigmount, Edinburgh before 
going to Witten in Germany to 
study French and German. He 
had served his apprenticeship in 
the family firm of Smith Sons 
and Laughland of Glasgow 
and became the buyer for this 
large merchant warehouse. This 
handsome, well educated young 
businessman was the ideal 
choice as a husband for Isabel 
the daughter of Albert Victor 
Drury. Her mother Mary was the 
sister of Judge Ratcliffe Pring. 
The Hunter Brown’s marriage 
took place on 24 January, 1888. 
By 7 July, 1890 John Hunter 
Brown had purchased Fairleigh 
(subject to mortgage 169853 for 
£3,000 to James Cowlishaw) and 
the young marrieds moved in to 
this spacious timber mansion. 
 John Hunter Brown was 
released from this mortgage 
on 18 February, 1898. By 11 
June 1904 he had mortgaged 
the property to Alexander 
Raff, William Butler, James 
Henry McConnell and Henry 

Plantagenet Somerset for £2,850 
at 5% per annum. This was 
repayable by 1 June, 1907. 
 As the mortgagees all had 
cattle properties in the Brisbane 
Valley area this could be the time 
when he established Fairleigh 
Stud at Windsor  raising 
Ayrshire Cattle and Fox Terriers. 
The house at that time was twice 
the size of the present Fairleigh 
and as Isabel Brown (nee Drury) 
had been raised in the highest 
stratum of Colonial Society 
there would no doubt have been 
some very interesting visitors 
to their home during the years 
immediately before and after 
Federation. Isabel Brown’s father 
Arthur Victor Drury was the 
Clerk of the Executive Council 
and was a prominent and popular 
figure with governors, premiers 
and ministers of the Crown. 
John Hunter Brown was also 
extremely popular and well-
known through his connection 
to Thomas Brown & Sons. Old 
time residents tell of the house 
having a ballroom. In 1900 and 
in 1905 he went on a trip to 
England.
 It is hard to imagine in 
the present day paddocks dotted 
with stud cattle stretching down 
as far as the Windsor Station 
and market gardens surrounding 
the  house. A large bush-house/ 
conservatory protected fragile 
plants. 

   
 Ayrshire Cattle are 
Scottish and quite a rare breed 
in Australia. They are sharp-
horned,  red and white and are 
prolific milk producers. During 
the 1890s they consistently won 
prizes at agricultural shows. 

Ebenezer H
ooker

W
illiam

 Jam
es H

ooker
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 The Brisbane Courier  
of 8 January 1906 headed the 
advertisement –

Isles Love & Co will sell 
This day at eleven o’clock

On the premises
Bowen Bridge Road, Brisbane, 
well-known Fairleigh Stud of

Ayrshire Cattle and Fox Terriers
Also

Vehicles, Horses, Pony stallion, 
Harness etc.

Under instructions from J. 
Hunter-Brown who is visiting 

England
Terms – Cash

Catalogues and extended 
pedigrees on application to the 

auctioneer
 The Fairleigh cattle 
included a magnificent imported 
bull Wigtown Boy 3 ¾ years 
old imported in 1904 from 
Lindsay’s celebrated Carse 
Gowan Stud at Wigtown in 
Scotland; an Ayrshire bull, 
Pink of Perfection – 3 years 10 
months bred by Morton, Rusley 
Park, New South Wales; three 
young Ayrshire bulls and six 
heifers, including a bull by the 
1904 champion of Scotland, out 
of one of the imported heifers. 
There were seven Ayrshire 
cows, including Polly 111  of 
Auchenbrain, imported in 1904 
from Robert Wallace’s stud at 
Auchenbrain, Scotland, Florence 
of Mount Grand from Rusley 
Park, NSW; Young Mattie and 
Blossom from Waitati, New 
Zealand, etc.
 The fox terriers included 
champion Dancing Buck 
(imp. Bred by Mr F. Redmond, 
England); Lindon Liberty, a 
superb bitch bred by William 
Hamilton, Sydney; nine dogs 
and bitches bred from above and 
other celebrated strains.
 Also selling at auction 
was a stylish hooded waggonette, 
with best harness and well 

known bay horse Yankee, pretty 
brass mounted morve cart by 
Fox & Son with harness; four-
wheeler dog cart and harness, 
bay Shetland pony stallion (10 
hands), etc.
 During  John Hunter 
Brown’s absence in England 
his mortgage was taken over 
by Thomas Brown & Sons, 
Ltd. In April, 1910 it reverted 
to the consortium of Alexander 
Raff, William Butler, James 
Henry McConnel and Henry 
Plantagenet Somerset. He came 
back to Fairleigh for a few years 
and for a time became Consul for 
Chile. After his father Thomas 
Brown’s death in 1912 he was 
recalled to London to take over 
the firm there. Sadly he also died 
only five years later in 1917 after 
catching a chill while out fishing. 
 The first sub-division of 
resubs 15 and 16 of 34.7 perches 
occurred on 9 October 1914. 
Mary Bourke was the purchaser. 
A house built on this lot on the 
western corner of Brown and 
Fairleigh Streets is still standing. 
On 25 November, 1915 Anne 
Kirkwood bought resubs 38 and 

39 – 22.56 perches. It appears 
that there were no further sales 
by the mortgagees  then until 
1917. 
 On 16 April, 1918 
Benjamin Wagner bought from 
the mortgagees  resub 1 (the 
house block) with 1 acre 3 roods 
27.6 perches and further sales 
of smaller resubs continued 
through to the early 1920s. It is 
interesting that Ben Wagner’s 
wife was the daughter of a James 
Brown but so far no relationship 
to the Thomas Brown family can 
be established.
 On 7 May 1921 Ben 
Wagner sold the house lot of 1 
acre 1 rood 20.7 perches (subs 
1 to 4)  to his sister-in-law 
Annabelle Bradley,  another of 
James Brown’s daughters who 
then  lived at Fairleigh and was 
married to William Bradley. He 
also sold 2 roods 6.55 perches 
to Mary Atkin (subs 5 and 6) on 
19 January 1923. This lot was 
on the corner of Hooker Street. 
Its frontage was to Constitution 
Road and a house was built 
by the Atkins next door to 
Fairleigh. This house was later 
moved back to face Hooker 
Street and the present two 
storied house was built on that 
elevated corner by Mary Scanlan 
(nee Windsor) and her husband 
solicitor Pat Scanlan after their 
marriage in September, 1939. 
 It was Annabelle 

The Daily Standard:
11 July 1914

The Knight Boys 
at Fairleigh Flats.
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Bradley’s  husband William who 
in the 1920s saw the advantage 
of buying up Windsor’s large 
Victorian houses and cutting 
them up as smaller homes. He 
divided the large Fairleigh 
into two parts and winched 
the present half across to face 
Constitution Road. The other 
half remained facing Fairleigh 
Street and for a time served as a 
maternity hospital. In the 1960s 
a serious fire caused it to be 
demolished and two brick houses 
were built on the site facing 
out over the city.  The adjacent  
kitchen cum servants’ quarters 
became a very nice small 
residence facing Fairleigh Street. 
The bush house/conservatory 
also was transformed into a 
small cottage up an easement 
from Constitution Road. The 
remaining part of Fairleigh was 
converted into six flats. Bradley 
descendants tell of a lovely fish 
pond between the house and the 
conservatory but no remnant of 
it was found when Bill Goodwin 
bought the rather dilapidated 
flats in 1987 and spent three 
years and a lot of money 
restoring and renovating the 
house to its present condition.  It 
was then sold again to its present 
occupants.
 
  House Hunt
 I bought my house in 
Fairleigh Street Windsor, in 
1978. It was yellow outside with 
blue still showing in parts. I had 
noticed this blue house when 
I looked at a house across the 
street 2-3 months earlier when 
I began the search for the right 
house for me, near my work. I 
knew it was THE house for me 
as soon as I walked through the 
back doorway with the agent—
old wide chamfer boards and 
every room painted a different 

colour, and full of furniture!  
 One thing I could do was 
paint, having learned to do so, 
when my family moved to an old 
house in my teenage years. So 
my rainbow house became white, 
eventually inside and out!
 So began the changes to 
resurrect it and put my stamp on 

remained in Fairleigh Street and 
the back half was winched closer 
to the Constitution Road side of 
their property where it remains, 
and the detached kitchen shifted 
to the western portion of their 
property. The survey map of 
1923 shows the Bradley property 
prior to subdivision, and as the 
houses were altered and shifted, 
some were put under separate 
titles. The cottage behind me, 
formerly the fernery/greenhouse 
was made into a house where 
Mrs Bradley lived in retirement 
close by her two daughters 
and grand-daughter.  The two 
larger portions of the original 
house were each made into 
flats eventually six in each, 
and advertised in local papers 
from 1927 on. One report at the 
History Society said the house 
was 22 rooms and another 12 
— definitely large with wide 
verandahs. The part in Fairleigh 
Street burnt down in the 1960s.  
My neighbour recalls the smell 
as a child and his dad contacted 
the fire brigade. That land was 
then divided, and two brick 
houses constructed. The grand-
daughter then lived with her 
children in one. My land was 
transferred to Sidney G. Edser 
in 1931 after the death of his 
brother, John E. J. Edser. Sidney 
also bought the property 11 
Fairleigh Street in 1933 and 
his descendants continue to live 
there. My search to find out when 
the detached kitchen portion 
was moved to face Brown Street 
continues. It appears these houses 
were created in 1923-4. It is 
fascinating to note that the main 
properties remained with this 
family until finally sold in the 
1980s.
 The interesting thing 
about this research is going 
to City Archives for sewerage 
surveys which only began in 

it. Unfortunately, photos taken 
when I first moved in were lost 
and my money went on tins of 
paint, not more film. First the re-
wiring, then painting of dining-
room, kitchen; lined ceilings in 
lounge and main bedroom to 
stop the snowstorm of flaking 
paint; and more sanding and 
painting.
 After about six months 
my neighbour behind, Mrs 
Ramsay, told me some of its 
history  of Fairleigh House, 
once a large house adjacent to 
this property built in 1882-3 by 
William J. Hooker. Fairleigh 
House was purchased by 
Annabelle and William Bradley 
in 1921,  from a relative, Ben 
Wagner. Family members, their 
daughters, Mrs Reid and Mrs 
Ramsay, recalled living in both 
Arwin-Tel and Fairleigh, but 
moved to Flower Street in 1923-
1926. William Bradley bought 
large old houses in the Windsor 
area and transferred sections 
to create smaller homes. He 
purchased Arwin-Tel, Captain 
Whish’s house on Arwin Terrace 
and divided it into three houses, 
at least one of which is still at 36 
Constitution Road. Mrs Ramsay, 
(William’s daughter) told me 
my house was the detached 
kitchen and also had timber 
from Arwin-Tel. Proof is some of 
the verandah posts are of solid 
cedar, so it is a combination 
from two stately homes of old  
Windsor—early recycling!!
 Fairleigh was divided  
into three—the front half 



1925 when the town councils 
amalgamated as BCC. I have 
also been to State Government 
Titles Office to see land surveys 
and titles for individual prop-
erties but I cannot locate an 
original transfer from Bradleys 
when the kitchen area of the big 
house was detached and shifted. 
 The Bradley family has 
continued connections with 
these properties. One daugh-
ter married and lived in a 
house next to the flats at 30 
Constitution Road. Her sister 
supervised these and lived in 
a Hooker Street house and her 
daughter (Jennifer Reid) lived 
in 7 Fairleigh Street. As their 
children grew these members 
moved on. The last only moved 
in 2014-15.
 The cottage/greenhouse 
had a succession of young 
families all linked to the Bradley 
family in the time I’ve lived 
here. They moved in to help 
get established by saving, then 
moving into their own homes 
elsewhere. After that in the 
nineties, a number of young 
people bought the cottage as 
their first home purchase then 
moved on to more adventures 
so our children had baby-sitters 
and later did baby-sitting for 
our neighbours who built a new 
house adjacent to the original 
fernery/cottage. Just to illustrate 
connections, my son was taught 
by Mrs Ramsay’s daughter (Jane 
Brown) at primary school and 
it was she who first told me 
about the fire in the block of flats 
caused by a tenant smoking a 
cigarette in bed.
 Our house, number 
15, has had a succession of 
owners, with the first occupants 
maintaining a local connection 
as relatives also lived across 
the road in a house built after 
the Fairleigh Estate was first 

subdivided in 1914, and also 
next door to 15 in number 11 in 
1933. My neighbour, Trixie Mair, 
who only died last year told 
me she and her future husband 
became friends over the side 
fence in the 1930s and forties 
just as her grandchildren did in 
the eighties and nineties with our 
children. She and her husband 
lived in my house when they first 
married and later moved next 
door to number 11 and remained 
there the rest of their lives. 
Our home has had a range of 
renovations from 1979 to 2012 to 
maintain and update it. 
 We built under it in 
1984-5 and bit by bit, altered 
and added to suit requirements 
for our budget and growing 
family. First was re-wiring—the 
electrician noted it was the 
oldest circuit board he had 
encountered. After painting I 
then had bathroom and kitchen 
modernized and put lining 
on the ceiling to cover the 
galvanized iron in the bathroom. 
The verandah was opened up 
in 1981 and stairs replaced in 
the opposite direction. Instead 
of moving we went up about 15 
centimetres, excavated the dirt 
and rock below and closed in 
downstairs to create more space 
for our children. My husband’s 

carpentry skills expanded and 
the budget was tight for years. 
Rails and floor were completely 
replaced in 2011. The roof 
and guttering have also been 
replaced and the house has been 
repainted three times—white and 
grey and blue. There’s a patio 
area at the back and internal 
circular stairs.
 It was listed as of 
heritage interest by the BCC 
(see the item in the City Council 
Heritage Walk brochure) but 
an official inspection deemed it 
too altered for heritage listing! 
Reminders of its origin:— items 
of historic interest include 
the wide boards on the back 
wall, twelve foot ceilings, no 
struts in the walls of the two 
central rooms except corners, 
with double tongue and groove 
linings, and turned-over 
recycled floorboards. No wall 
or floor level is straight which 
has presented challenges for 
each carpenter, or carpet-layer 
employed over the years. 
 For us it is different, 
unique and our comfortable 
family home after 38 plus years. 
I value it for its individual 
flavour as part of local Windsor 
history and our life memories
here. 
 Jenny Roemerman
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PHOTO 
STORIES

MYRTLE ALICE 
WRIGHT

 of Sixth Avenue, Eildon 
Hill (now Windsor).
Myrtle was the second 
daughter of William 
George Wright and 
Margaret Steedsman and 
was born in 1901.  Her 
sister Florence was born 
in 1899.

1908:  ALBION BAPTIST 
CHURCH.
Photos by 

Rev. William Higlett.

Bible Study Group.

Procession of Sunday 
School Scholars to 

Empire Day Picnic -
25 May 1908.
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CROWN HOTEL
The Brisbane Courier: 17 October 1881
  A large and commodi-
ous two-story brick hotel (the 
Crown) has been recently opened 
by Mr Stott at Lutwyche. The 
situation is an excellent one, on 
the eminence overlooking Break-
fast Creek, the river, the Valley, 
and Bowen-terrace, and there is 
a picturesque view of mountain 
and forest from the front and 
back verandahs. The general ap-
pearance of country hotels has
hitherto not been of a character 
to induce customers, and espe-
cially boarders, to avail them-
selves of the pleasures of a coun-
try residence,
 In this case the archi-
tect, Mr G. W. C. Wilson, has 
designed and handed over to the 
proprietor a building that in all 
its arrangement for the comfort 
and convenience of boarders will 
bear comparison with most city 
hotels. There is a wide entrance 
hall and a large vestibule on the
first floor landing. Two very 

large tanks have been sunk in the 
solid rock, and the supply of
water will be practically inex-
haustible. Downstairs are the bar, 
parlour, and dining-room, with 
folding doors, so that accom-
modation can be provided for 
a large party. On the first floor 
there is drawing-room, ballroom, 
with ante-room, and a
number of well furnished, lofty, 
and well ventilated bedrooms. 
At the back are good stables and 

other conveniences, and the pro-
prietor intends to make provision 
for two or three popular outdoor 
games.

EARLY LICENCEES
1881 - 1883 Charles (Carl) Scott

1883 - 1884 Charles W. 
  Thompson
1884             John Joseph Bryce
1884             James Broderick
1884 - 1888 John Rennison
1888 - 1889 John McDermott
1890 - 1899 Leonard C. Bird 
1899 - 1900 Martha Ann Bird                  
 OWNERSHIP
1881 - 1884 Charles Scott
1885 for over a century -
McDermott, Webb, Goldburg 
family.

1925

1880s
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BIG STINK
BRISBANE: SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 17, 1885.
Barring Out an Industry.

 Some months ago, Elliott 
Bros & Co., sulphuric acid manu-
facturers at Balmain, an aquatic 
suburb of Sydney, became desious 
of establishing a sulphuric acid 
factory in Queensland, and sent up 
a representative to look around for 
a site. A suitable one was found 
at Brookhill, Kedron Brook, Lut-
wyche. In accordance with laws 
made to regulate factories that may 
become nuisances, an application 
was made to the Ithaca Divisional 
Board for permission to carry on 
the manufacture of sulphuric acid 
at Brookhill. In order to guide it 
respecting a decision, the Ithaca 
Divisional Board very wisely sent 
some Commissioners over to Bal-
main in order to inspect the factory 
of Elliott Bros, there, and to make 
enquiries whether a sulphuric acid 
factory is or is not a nuisance; and 
to find out, if it is a nuisance, what 
is the best way to regulate it  - in 
short, to find out all about sulphuric 
acid factories.
 These Ithaca Board Com-
misssioners went to the Balmain 
factory secretly and without giving 
notice. They inspected the works 
thoroughly, then made local enquir-
ies as to whether it was a nuisance 
or ever had been a nuisance, and 
then came back to Queensland and 
to Ithaca with a report. The report 
of those Commissioners shows that 
they found everything clean and 
without the faintest trace of a nui-
sance. The trees around the factory 
were in full blossom and healthy 
condition. The process of manufac-
ture is a “dry” one, and no water is 
used except for cooling purposes. 
All the employees, many of whom. 
had worked there for several years 
and some up to 20 years, were in 
excellent condition, and declared 

that the nature of the work had not 
affected their healths in the slightest 
degree.
 Eighteen years ago, a sci-
entific commission reported favour-
ably on the works. The neighbours 
of the factory had no complaint to 
make against it. What better assur-
ances could be wished for than the 
above? The Ithaca Commissioners, 
however, to make assurance doubly 
sure, concluded their report by
recommending that, if permission 
were granted to erect such works, 
they should be placed in an elevated 
position, with a chimney stack 120ft 
high, for the purpose of effectually 
carrying off all smoke and waste 
gases. 
 The commissioners added 
that this recommendation was 
made, not as having direct reference 
to sulphuric acid works, but as bear-
ing upon the possible commence-
ment of fresh industries when once 
such works were erected. Further, 
the commissioners presented the 
Ithaca Board with a report of a 
Royal Commission appointed by the
Government of New South Wales, 
relative to this very Balmain factory 
and it said that they did so “because 
it was necessary to satisfy the public 
on the best scientific authority, that 
there is nothing injurious to health 
in any branch of industry that may 
be started.” 
 The N.S.W. Royal Com-
mission’s report, the report of an 
eminent analytical chemist of N.S. 
Wales, and the report of a second 
analytical chemist, who reported to 
the Balmain Municipal Council—all 
reports of undoubted authority and 
without bias were highly favorable 
to the factory of Elliott Bros. But 
some Lutwyche residents bucked at 
the scheme, and a “special” report 
was prepared a couple of months 
back, to the order of H. Crossley,
of Lutwyche. The “special” was 

one, Thomas Brentall (of Horner, 
Brentall & Tulloch, of Melbourne), 
and he found fault with Elliott Bros 
factory. He said that two house and 
land agents had told him that it had 
depreciated the value of property! 
Further, that a solicitor had distinct-
ly smelt sulphur!!
 The Ithaca Divisional 
Board seemed to be about to consult 
the best interests of its division by 
granting the necessary permission, 
when a few stuck-up property own-
ers called an indignation meeting, 
which duly came off on Monday 
evening last. George Byrne moved 
a resolution against the erection of 
works, Levers seconded the same, 
and Day (“vittles-and-drink” Day!) 
and Flower supported it. The works 
were comprehensively described as 
“chemical works,” and two work-
ing men were put up to speak about 
the injuries, they had sustained in 
their healths by working in “chemi-
cal works.” The meeting, primed 
and packed, carried the resolution 
by a large majority, and the Ithaca 
Divisional Board will probably have 
to refuse the application of Elliott 
Bros, and Co. Here’s an effect of 
over-legislation if you like!
 A few paltry property own-
ers, who have built suburban villas 
to which to retire, stick up their pro-
test against a project that would be 
worth thousands to the neighbour-
hood and hundreds of thousands 
to the colony of Queensland. The 
works themselves would cost £4000 
to erect, and perhaps 50 men would 
find permanent employment at the 
factory. Sulphuric acid manufacto-
ries are to be found in every large 
town in England. The “dry” process 
can’t be a nuisance if it were carried 
on under one’s nose, the only fume 
from it would be sulphur, and that’s 
a disinfectant, and might often be 
profitably employed in the precincts 
of the Brisbane Police Court, since 
Police Magistrate Day seems to 
be one of the Lutwychians who 
have such keen noses for stinks. 
Stinks? Ye gods! Isn’t Brisbane 
full of them? The same snoodling 
individuals who --
continued on next page under illustration

Ithaca Divisional Board was forerunner of Windsor Shire Council.
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will smell a cholera in a sulphuric 
acid factory will stand over any 
Spring Hollow gutter-trap and 
profess to hold nothing but sweet-
ness of perfume in its fever stinks. 
It mightn’t be a bad idea if a few of 
the Lutwychian stink-noses were fu-
migated with sulphur occasionally. 
The manufacture of cheap sulphuric 
acid is of the vastest importance to 

Queensland. Besides the numerous
trades in which the apid is em-
ployed; there is, in the mining 
industry alone, a use for it, the 
profits of which form an unknown 
quantity. The acid treatment for sav-
ing gold would bring in thousands 
of ounces now lost in tailings, could 
the acid be procured at a cheap rate. 
At present, the process costs more 

to treat tailings than the tailings 
are worth. If, again, householders 
here could get cheap acid, everyone 
could make ice in his own house 
at a moderate cost as depending 
on ice companies. Queensland has 
few enough manufacturers, with-
out blocking, in the selfish and pig 
headed manner, such a promising 
offer.
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A LUTWYCHE 
LITANY

SCENES IN COURT.
 Mr John McMahon, a 
fruit hawker, of Lutwyche, was 
arraigned at the suit of Mrs Hurst 
for using language contrary to 
the law made and provided Mrs 
Hurst, a lady of uncertain age, 
and positive demeanour, deposed 
that on Wednesday evening she 
was standing on her verandah, 
and defendant was in his yard 
about 20 yards away, and for 
some reason unknown he called 
Mrs Hurst a sanguinary some-
thing cow and a carmine ruby 
pig. Mrs Hurst hove this slab of 
language off her chest without 
turning a hair, and alleged that 
she had not given defendant any 
cause to thus forcibly impugn 
her human attributes. Under
cross-examination by Mr Price, 

she admitted going to defend-
ant’s house to complain about his 
boy, but she emphatically denied 
calling him a little b——, or 
offering to dash his brains in, or 
any such threat. Her daughter, a 
little wench of 13, corroborated, 
and related her story with the as-
surance of a hardened politician, 
and easily held up her end of the 
log against Mr Price.
 For the defence, the fruit 

hawker denied having used the 
language. He said he was talking 
to his wife, and merely remarked 
that if the person who called him 
a pig would come into his yard 
he would show him a point, but 
as nobody came forward, he re-
tired to the interior of his castle. 
A rather timid young woman was 
next called.
“Your name is Mrs Horsley ?”
“It is,” said the witness.
“And you live with your husband ?”
“No, with my brother and my par-
ents.’’
“ Oh !” said Mr. Price with some 
chagrin. The witness went on to 
say that the only thing defendant 
had said was to invite the mythi-
cal person who had called him 
a pig to come to face him in the 
yard. At this stage the witness, 
for some, unaccountable reason, 
began to weep, and the rest of 
her evidence was punctuated by 
loud sobs.
“ Did you hear Mrs Hurst make
any threats to defendant’s boy ?”
“ Yes,” said the witness between
her sobs. “She said, ‘You little
b ——, I’ll s-screw your b—— 
neck.”
And she wound up in a crescen-
do weep.
“ Well Mrs Hurst said she didn’t.’’
“ She d-did; I was in the yard,”
she said,‘ You lit-lit-little ra-rat.’ 
And the witness went off into a 
sort of wailing scream.
Inspector Nethercote asked the 
witness what she was crying for. 
Mr Price whispered something, 
and Nethercote said “Oh !” and 
didn’t press the question.
The wife of John McMahon was
then called. Mrs McMahon 

seemed to have an objection to 
kissing the Book. She made a 
swoop with it in the direction of 
her mouth, but stopped about six 
inches short of her kissing appa-
ratus. Instantly the stern com-
mand “Kiss the Buke !” shook 

the court, and Mrs McMahon 
had to osculate. Then the follow-
ing dialogue took place :—
“ What’s your name ?”
“ Mrs McMahon.”
“ No, no. Your first name ?”
“ Mary Ann Gordon.”
Eventually witness said that 
Mary Ann McMahon was her 
second name, and Mary Ann 
Gordon was her first. She related 
how on the previous Sunday, 
Mrs Hurst had come raging up 
to her place, and asked, “Which 
av ye boys’ name is Martin ?” And 
on Martin being pointed out, she 
said,
“ You damn little b——, I’ll 
bash in yere brains if ye hit my 
boy agin. I’ll screw yere neck, 
ye——.”
His Worship: “ What’s this got to
do with the case ?”
Mr Price was trying to show, 
when the witness burst out re-
peating the words, concluding:
 “ Them’s the blissed wurds she 
used, as thrue as there’s a God 
above me at this blissed minnet.”
Mr Price then started to harangue
the bench, and was dilating on 
the superior quality of his wit-
nesses, especially Mrs Horsely.
“ That’s the woman who cried,”
said the P.M.
“ Yes,” said Mr Price, “ in conse-
quence of some remark made 
from the bench.”
“ Who made any remark ?” 
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roared two or three J.P.’s.
“ It was because I called her a 
married woman,” said Mr Price.
“ You didn’t; you asked her if 
she lived with her husband.”
“ Yes, and your Worships com-
mented.”
“ We did not.”
“ I’ll give the names,” said Mr. 
Price
“ Name, name,” was the re-
sponse.
“ The P.M. and Mr McMaster.”
Uproar and confusion; every one
trying to speak at once. Presently
Mr Murray was heard to say:
“ What did you want to ask her if
she was a married woman, when 
you knew she wasn’t ?”
“ Oh, I didn’t know, or I wouldn’t
have been such a fool,” said Mr 
Price with charming candour, 
and he was going on.
“ Stop !” roared the P.M. “I want
to know what you meant about 
remarks. What was it you heard 
me say to Mr McMaster ?”
Nothing; but I thought you were
commenting upon the case.”
“ Oh, is that all? You’ll have to
apologise.”
And Mr Price duly apologising, 
the storm subsided.
Whatever chance the fruit man 
had was now destroyed, and it 
could plainly be seen the bench 
were against him. Presently Mr 
Price again rose, and said (excit-
edly): “The three J.P.’s on this 
side, your Worship, are looking 
at defendant’s record before you 
have decided on your verdict.”
Mr McMaster: “ We three have
decided.” 
Mr Price: “ You have no right 
looking at the record until you 
have all decided.”
Mr McMaster (hotly): Oh, we’ll
have no right here at all directly,
according to your theory. When 
the storm had blown itself out, 
the chairman asked the fruit-man 
to hand over two quid, with the 

alternative of doing fourteen 
days. And then the whole  boil-
ing, with their soiled and dam-
aged linen and their odour of 
blasphemy, faded out of court, 
and things fell back into the old 
hum-drum rut.

Truth: 16 September 1900

REMARKABLE DEATHS.
Extraordinary Coincidence.

 Two remarkable deaths 
have occurred in the vicinity of 
Brisbane. A man named Hurst, 
residing at Lutwyche, ascer-
tained that his little daughter had 
fallen down a well, and jumped 
in. Both were rescued from the 
water, and in a few minutes 
the child was restored to life, 
but Hurst died in 10 minutes. 
The other case was that of J. S. 
Booth, owner of a saw-mill at 
Downfall Creek. He was sitting 
writing, and heard the nurse-girl 
outside scream in consequence 
of seeing a snake. Booth killed 
the snake and resumed writing, 
but was found sitting in the chair, 
dead. 

Australian Star 29 January 1890.

WOOLOOWIN STATE 
SCHOOL.

To be Opened by Minister.
 The Minister for Public 
Instruction will open the new 
State school at Wooloowin on 
Saturday afternoon, 12th Sep-
tember. The school is situated in 

an elevated position in Lutwyche 
road, near Norman street, and 
up the hill from the Lutwyche 
church. There is ample ground 
around it. and the view in front 
is pleasing and extensive. The 
building is constructed of brick 
and combines strength and 
durability with neatness. The 
school stands on brick pillars 
carried on concrete supports. 
There is a clear height of 6 feet 
9 inches under the building, and 
this space has been concreted 
for use for play purposes. There 
is seating accommodation in the 
school for 350 children, and in 
addition, considerable accommo-
dation is supplied by the 10 feet 
7 inches verandas. The class-
rooms number four, and there 
is also provided a headmaster’s 
room. which may be used for the 
teaching of scholarship pupils, 
and a teachers’ common room. 
The walls are plastered, and are 
constructed of fibro cement. The 
building is roofed with asbestos 
slates. Portions of the verandas 
are latticed in. Good ventilation 
and lighting are the main fea-
tures of the design. Air and light 
have access to the class rooms 
through windows, dormer lights, 
roof vents, &c. The contractor 
for the building is Mr Beavis, 
and the price was about £4,000.

Telegraph: 1 September 1914.
Photo: Physical Education: 1915.
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Driver Stabbed in Face.
Jockey Committed for Trial.

 At the City Police Court 
on Friday, before Mr G. P. M. 
Murray, P.M.. and Messrs D. 
Gallwey, K. D. Neilson, J, H. 
Bean, and C. Spry, J.J.P., a 
young man named George Rob-
son was charged with unlawfully 
wounding Alexander Fraser, an 
omnibus driver, at Lutwyche, on 
the evening of June 15. Subin-
spector Nethercote prosecuted. 
Constable Quinn deposed he was 
on duty at Lutwyche Road about 
half-past 8 o’clock last night, 
when he heard someone call out
“police.” He saw an omnibus 
pull up on the road, and going up 
to it saw the defendant lying on 
the road. Alexander Fraser, the 
driver of the omnibus, said to
witness, “I give that man in 
charge for stabbing me.” Fraser 
said the defendant had stabbed 
him in the face with a pocket
knife. Witness saw that Fraser 
was bleeding from the right 
check and also from a wound
on the right hand between the 
forefinger and thumb. A man 
named John Murray handed
witness an open knife. Witness 
then arrested defendant and 
brought him to the Lutwyche
police station. Alexander Fra-
ser deposed he was an omnibus 
driver in the employ of Mr J.
McMaster. Witness left William 
street on his omnibus about half-
past 7 o’clock for Lutwyche. De-
fendant was a passenger on the
box seat, and he was a little 
under the influence of drink. At 
Lutwyche defendant paid his 
fare, and witness told him to get 
off the omnibus. Defendant then 

wanted to fight. Witness told him 
to get down from the box seat. 
Defendant drew his pocket knife 
from his waistcoat pocket and
opening the blade cut his right 
cheek. Defendant then left the 
omnibus with the knife in his 
hands, and said to witness, “I
will rip you up.” 
 In warding off the de-
fendant’s knife he received a 
small cut on his left thumb.
By Mr Murray: Defendant was 
quarrelling all the way out to 
Lutwyche. John Murray gave 
evidence of the defendant’s stab-
bing Alexander Fraser. Defend-
ant then jumped off the box seat 
of the omnibus and said, “ I will 
stab any of you if you come off 
the box.”
 The bench held a short 
consultation, and Mr Murray 
said he had to inform the de-
fendant that a prima-facie case 
had been made out against him.
The defendant gave evidence on 
his own behalf, and deposed he 
was a jockey and a groom resid-
ing at Kedron Park. He went
home in the 7.30 omnibus last 
night. He had had a few drinks. 
The driver and the other witness 
were making fun of him, and he
asked them if they were ever 
drunk. He paid his fare, and the 
two witnesses continued to
make fun of him, and at last the 
witness Murray hit him across 
the face, knocking his pipe out 
of his mouth. He was cutting up 
tobacco at the time, and he made 
a hit at witness Murray. The 
knife was in his right hand and 
the tobacco in his left hand.
Fraser told him to get off the 
omnibus, and as he was leaving 

the box the witness Murray
struck him on the head, cutting 
his head. Witness Murray struck 
him again, and he did not re-
member anything else till Con-
stable Quinn came up.
 The defendant was com-
mitted for trial at the next sittings 
of the District Court, to be held 
on Thursday, July 27. Bail was 
allowed defendant, himself in 
£50 and one surety in £50.

Telegraph: 17 June 1899.

OLD BOWEN BRIDGE 
STATE

SCHOOL GUTTED.
 A link with the education 
system of the past was removed 
on Saturday afternoon (says a 
metropolitan contemporary), 
when the old portion of the 
Bowen Bridge State School was 
gutted by fire. The building was 
erected 50 years ago. It was
situated on a hill on Lutwyche-
road, overlooking the Albion, 
and was one of the landmarks of 
the district. The alarm was given 
to the Windsor Volunteer Fire 
Brigade at 4.45 p.m., on Satur-
day. On the firemen arrriving at 
the scene the flames were found 
to have a good hold of the right 
wing of the old building, and
under the influence of a light 
breeze were being driven in the 
direction of the new school. The 
firemen got into action under the 
command of assistant Superin-
tendent Mellors and as there was 
a good pressure of water several 
jets were soon playing on the 
flames. The outbreak was mas-
tered in a short space of time, 
and the volunteer firemen were 
congratulated on the way they 
accomplished their work. The 
damage is estimated at £300. The 
cause of the fire is unknown.

Queensland Times: 
14 December 1915.

OMNIBUS ROW
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Telegraph: 6 January 1925.
TRAMS TO GRANGE ESTATE
Sir,— Since the trust has decided 
on the Grange Estate tram exten-
sion there has been a fair amount 
of criticism as to the best route, 
mostly, to my mind, by people 
who are but for No. 1. You, Mr 
Editor, have been good enough 
to publish letters from interested 
residents of our district both for
and against the 
suggested route, 
which was made by 
the local Tramway 
League, who have 
given considera-
tion to best means 
of tram service to 
serve the most peo-
ple, in this part of 
the town. Their sug-
gestion was adopted 
by the Windsor 
Council only after
thorough inspec-
tion and subsequently approved 
by the trust, Now, Mr Editor, 
ex-Ald Prentice is somewhat in 
the limelight again. When the 
people of West ward are out for 
any great benefit he seems to 
he ready to enter into the argu-
ment, and draw the red herring 
across the trail. Some few weeks 
ago he was speaking at a public 
meeting in favour of advocating 
King (Maygar) street route, and 
now we find his name attached 
to a letter in your columns of 
January 2 where he tries to put 
the damper on Kedron Brook 
Road route, by a paltry argu-
ment — the resumption cost, he 
forgets the time when he was one 
of the Works Committee and
always showed signs of concern 

about the narrow part of Kedron 
Brook road. It is a foregone con-
clusion by the members of both 
Progress Associations and rate-
payers in our district that sooner 
or later the council will have to 
resume. The very fact of a main 
artery leading into a district such 
as Wilston and Newmarket, with 
only one direct road to the city, 
shows it is essential that the road 

be made a full chain. Mr Prentice 
gives names of several streets
situated between Lutwyche 
road tramline and Day’s Park, 
which to his mind require a tram 
service; but he loses sight of the 
number of people and large area 
closely built on between Silvest-
er-street and Wilston Hill, who
also are requiring a tram serv-
ice, and at the present time are 
contributing the major part of the 
loading for our present bus serv-
ice, which is 20 minutes during 
the day. He also hopes the New-
market branch of the league will 
be wise enough to support him in 
advocating King street route.
No, Mr Editor, I would like to 
bet my old friend, Tom Pren-
tice, 100 superfeet of weather-

boards to a dozen Ideal concrete 
blocks*, he does not get Grange 
people or ratepayers in this dis-
trict to put their names to King 
street petition. He will have to be 
content with signatures in the vi-
cinity of Brook Hill and adjacent 
streets. They realise the position. 
It will take from 7 to 10 minutes 
longer to detour, as it may be 
said, two sides of a right angle, 
instead of
the third (being Kedron Brook 
road), which is a consideration 
when constructing a permanent 
way. No doubt the trust has given 
consideration to this before com-

ing to a conclusion. 
We all know how 
crowded the Ke-
dron trams are dur-
ing the busy hours 
of the day. With 
greater congestion, 
when Kalinga and 
Chermside exten-
sions are operat-
ing, what chance 
will the Grange 
people have to get 
standing room, let 
alone a seat, if their 
proposed service is 

carried on the main
road as far as Albion-road?

ERNEST LANHAM.
Footnote: There were scores of letters 
to the various editors during the period 
and I have collected most of them and 
they are in our files. By the way the 
King Street route was selected because 
the Railways objected to the Kedron 
Brook Road route. d.r.t.
First tram to the Grange: Mr Muir-
head, President of the Progress Asso-
ciation, Alderman Lanham, Brisbane 
City Council, William Jolly, Lord 
Mayor, James Kerr MLA. Sergeant 
Edward Creedy facing away from 
camera, bottom right hand corner.

Error: February 2018 Journal page 
16, column 3, Killilla - please delete 
(who was Brother Thaddeus)  after Ed-
dward Duhig’s death.

TO THE EDITOR

* Prentice m
anufactured Ideal Concrete Blocks.



SAL VITAL
Produced by 
Bickfords of 
Adelaide, Sal 
Vital contained 
sugar, salt, 
food acids and 
lemon flavour. 
It was a cure 
for nausea, 
stomach 
discomforts, 
billiousness,  
and indiges-
tion. It used 
to be sold in 
a metal screw 
capped tin. 
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A DOSE OF SALTS
 In previous issues we 
have looked at old time rem-
edies.  This time we look at the 
various salts cures. Remember 
this is a historic look as some of 
these brands are still available 
with different formulations and 
different owners.

EPSOM SALT
 Named after  a bitter 
spring in Epsom, England. It is 
a compound of magnesium and 
sulphur. According to printouts 
they can soothe the body and 
soul. They can relax the nerv-
ous system, cure skin problems, 
soothe back pain and aching 
limbs, healing cuts, treating 
colds and drawing toxins.
 They help muscles and 
nerves function properly, pre-
vents hardening of the arter-
ies and relieves constipation. 
They help relieve the symptoms 
of athlete’s foot, treat toenail 
fungus and ease the discomfort 
of gout. Now you’ll want to 
use them to exfoliate dead skin, 
dislodge blackheads and remove 
foot odour.  

ANDREWS LIVER SALT
 Originally sold by Scott 
and Turner in Newcastle Upon 
Tyne around 1894 for inner 
cleanliness. It contained sugar, 
sodium bicarbornate, citric acid 
and magnesium sulphate. In 
other words antacids and Epsom 
salt - a laxative.

KRUSCHEN SALTS
 This patent medicine 
springs from around 1922 when 
it was marketed by E. Griffiths 
Hughes.  It was advertised to 
remove uric acid from the blood 
and it was a promoter of vim, 

vigour and vitality. Just use all 
you can get on a sixpence in a 
cup of tea and you’ll look young-
er and your limbs will be more 
supple.
 What was in it? Sodium 
chloride - common salt.  Much 
the same as modern energy elec-
trolyte replacements.

ENO’S FRUIT SALT
 In 1852 James Crossley 
Eno opened a pharmacy where 
he sold a mixture of sodium 

bicarbonate, citric acid and so-
dium carbonate. Eno gave away 
initially his mixture to ship’s 
captains for promotion. By 1865, 
it had become a world brand.
Like all patent medicines, it was 
heavily advertised. In 1883, 
it was advertised as a cure for 
cholera and in 1890s for purify-
ing blood and the prevention of 
diarrhea.
Enos Fruit Salt is peculiarly 
adapted for any constitutional 
weakness of the liver.

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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Police Theory in Windsor 
Crime

Unreasoning Rage Of 
Youth

DETECTIVES are convinced 
that Alexander Bennett (16), who 
shot his foster-parents, fatally 
wounding his foster-father, at 
their home in Cox Street, Wind-
sor, on Wednesday night, was 
moved by an unreasoning resent-
ment against what he regarded as 
the intrusion of his foster-parents 
into the new life he had chosen 
for himself. Before he met by 
appointment in Victoria Street 
the 14-year-old girl with whom 
he had been keeping company 
he had hidden the loaded rifle 
behind a stack of timber. When 
he realised that he was trapped 

he calmly placed the rifle to his 
forehead and pulled the trigger. 
Almost fainting with fright, the 
girl was taken home.
 Yesterday she told detec-
tives that Bennett had seemed 
strangely nervous when she met 
him. “I asked him what was the 
matter,” she said, “but he told me 
he would tell me later.”
“Tell me now,” she insisted. 
The boy then told her his foster-
mother had brought a detective 
to the place where he was stop-
ping, and the detective had said 
that if he were seen in Windsor
again he would be ‘taken along.’
Naturally she tried to help him 

when a car which resembled his 
uncle passed.
 “Alec hid behind the 
timber while I walked up the 
road after it to make sure,” she 
said. “When I saw it turn back 
I screamed, “Alec, go for your 
life, it’s coming back.’ ”

Watched Shooting
“I did not know then what Alec 
had done, and that the men in the 
car were policemen,” she added. 
Horrified, the girl stood by and 
watched the drama among the 
tombstones in the monumental 
works, ending in Bennett’s death.
The girl said she knew Ben-
nett also by the name of Frank 
Rayner. She had met him at a 
party about six months ago, and 
had kept company with him ever 
since. Early in the courtship he 
took her home to meet his foster-
parents. They were nice to her, 
and a week or so later Mrs Ben-
nett had visited her and asked 
her to join a Methodist Church 
Guild. That invitation, however, 
was soon withdrawn, and she 
had never again been asked to 
visit the boy’s foster parents.
 Police inquiries show that 
Mrs Bennett had been deeply 
distressed by the boy’s growing 
affection for the girl, and that 
she had tried to provide him with 
new interests. 
 He resented her disap-
proval and after a number of 
violent scenes left home three 
months ago. During these argu-
ments he frequently threatened
her, and once, in Newstead Park, 
she stated, he slapped her face.

“Cleaned His Shoes”
 Mrs Bennett had lavished 

affection on the youth since his 
adoption from the State as a 
baby. For the last six years she 
had paid substantial fees to have 
him taught music, and never 
went to the city without bringing 
him back a present.
“She thought the sun shone out 
of him, and this is the way he 
has repaid her,” said a neigh-
bour. “Why, she even cleaned his 
shoes every morning herself.”
A religious woman, Mrs Bennett
saw that the boy regularly at-
tended Sunday School, but he 
resented his strict upbringing. 
For months the teachers had 
been having trouble with him. 
He showed wayward tendencies 
and began to associate with a lar-
rikin element in the district, Mrs 
Bennett’s nerves began to suf-
fer, and it was a relief when he
finally left home. Her sense of 
responsibility compelled her to 
continue her interest in his wel-
fare, and her visit on Wednesday 
to the home of Mrs Evans in 
Spring Hill, where the lad was 
lodging, was only to ensure that 
he attended his Sunday School
classes.
“She asked me to use what influ-
ence I could to make Alec go the
right way,” said Mrs Evans yes-
terday
“She seemed grievously disap-
pointed in the way the boy had 
responded to the good home life 
she had found for him. He had 
changed so utterly in the last few 
months.”
 Mrs Bennett told Mrs 
Evans   that  she had done eve-
rything for the boy. She had had 
him taught the piano, but he did 
not seem to care for music.
 Recently she had paid 
£9 for atten- tion to his 
teeth. The boy   had   a   sum of      
money coming to him at his 21st 
birthday, but she had stopped 
him operating a current bank 
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made yesterday at the General 
Hospital. An operation to re-
move the bullet will be under-
taken in the next day or two.
 The funeral of Mr  Ben-
nett took place yesterday to the 
Lutwyche Cemetery. The Rev. 
A. Taylor, of the Windsor Meth-
odist Church, officiated at the 
graveside.
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account, knowing that the money 
would be wasted.
 Mr Evans spoke to the 
boy when he returned unexpect-
edly from work soon after mid-
day. He tried to show him what 
trouble had been caused by his
attachment for such a young girl.
“Don’t go to Windsor any more, 
son,” advised Mr Evans. “If you 
want to go out at night, go to 
the pictures with Dave (Evans’s 
son). Forget the girl, and you can 
live with us as one of our own.”
Bennett listened quietly, and 
thanked Mr Evans for his advice. 
 Shortly afterwards he left 
for the city — to buy a rifle at a 
second-hand shop and a packet 
of .22 calibre bullets. The police 
can find no explanation for the 
youth’s act other than the un-

reasoning rage which much have 
possessed him at the discovery 
of his foster mother’s visit — a 
visit which he resented as an 
intrusion into the new life he had 
chosen for himself.
 The police have learned 
that Bennett was dismissed from 
his employment at a Valley tail-
oring establishment for impu-
dence to one of his superiors.
The bullet which killed Mr Ben-
nett was yesterday found under 
a chair in a room adjoining the 
kitchen. It had penetrated his 
forehead, emerged over the left 
temple, and ricocheted off the
wall behind him through an open 
doorway.Mrs Bennett is out of 
all danger. The bullet that struck 
her is lodged behind the left jaw 
and an X-ray examination was 

Starting work on the new Bridge on Bradshaw Street in
readiness for the new Gordon Park tramline.

Opening of the new tram-
line. Alderman Dent about 
to drive the first tram 
along the new Gordon 
Park tram extension. In 
the foreground: Alderman 
J. Green, C. Gilles and the 
Lord Mayor, Alderman A. 
J. Jones. 27 January 1940.

Right: Stationary tram at 
the Stafford terminus.
Photo: C. Bratby.

Sad to record the passing of 
longtime members

Vic Boccabella on 23 March
and Beverley Allatt 
on 29 March 2018.

Additional Information:

Maureen Shannon points out that last 
line in the 1931 article on Enoggera, 
page 19, February Journal should be 
Ardentallen rather than the Arden 
Allen the journalist used.
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GORDON PARK
TRAMWAY

 As early as 1935 it was 
mooted to have a tramway exten-
sion to Gordon Park. As soon as 
the word spread, the real estate 
people began promoting proper-
ties in Gordon Park as near the 
proposed tramway.
 On 8 June 1938 the Lord 
Mayor and the Tramways Gen-
eral Manager toured the pro-
spective route and said  that the 
council intended to proceed with 
the route in the next financial 
year.
 The route would be a 
little more than a mile in length 
and leave the main Lutwyche 
Road at Thistle Street, cross 
Kedron Brook, then proceed 
through the Gordon Park Estate 
and along Stafford Road. The 
existing narrow wooden bridge 
at Thistle Street would have to be 
replaced as it was not designed 
to carry tram traffic.
 Two or three routes 
would be considered and the cost 
would be about £19,000 includ-
ing nearly £5,000 for the bridge.
In the council budget, announced 
on 28 June, £20,000 was allocat-
ed for the Gordon Park tramway 
extension.
 Real Estate men were 
thrilled with the decision cited 
that the line would open up much 
excellent land along Stafford 
Road. By September the council 
itself was considering opening 
up 46 acres of land that it owned  
due to over £1,000 in back rates.
Water was to be reticulated and 
the low-lying section was to be 
set aside for a sports ground. It 
was planned to be released when 
the tram line was completed. 

Also in September it was pro-
posed that the tram line should 
be extended another nine chains 
towards Webster Road.
 The next month it was 
announced that because the 
line-laying gangs were busy, the 
might not start on the Gordon 
Park extension until 1939 and 
that the cost would more likely 
be £25,000 exclusive of building 
the new bridge which may cost 
£8,000.

 It was also suggested that 
the route should now turn off at 
Bradshaw Street instead of This-
tle Street because it would be a 
straighter route to the bridge and 
the bridge would be shorter.
 This set off many op-
ponents including Tom Prentice 
who took up a campaign of letter 
writing as he had done with 
regard to the Grange tram route.
He claimed that the Bradshaw 
Street route would go right 
through the middle of the chil-
dren’s playground. Strange, as 
it hadn’t been built and the land 
set aside by the Windsor Town 
Council  about twenty years 
before, was a swamp and over-
grown and used as a dump and 
for grazing.
 The Lord Mayor refuted 
Prentice’s claims and said the 

best route recommended by the 
engineers was the Bradshaw 
Street option. On 22 November, 
the transit committee approved 
the Bradshaw Street route and 
said that work would start in 
February 1939.
 Plans were then made 
for a substantial concrete bridge 
46 ft wide with 4 ft 6in on each 
side. Then Alderman Moorhouse, 
and other opposition aldermen 
let loose their dissent claiming 
it would be a waste of money if 
the Thistle Street route be aban-
doned.
 However on 26 January 
1939 the government approved 
the Bradshaw Street route of 1 
mile 29 chains. The next month 
Alderman Moorhouse was at it 
again claiming second-hand rails 
would be used in the Gordon 
Park extension. Tramways man-
ager explained that they were 
very serviceable rails lifted from 
the Doomben extension and had 
been reconditioned.
 Meanwhile additional 
all-steel tramcars were being 
built costing £3,650 each. The 
line construction started on 
21 February. Meanwhile the 
residents of Stafford presented a 
petition asking for the extension 
of the line to Webster Road but 
the chairman of the Health and 
Planning Committee, Alderman 
W. J. Green said he hardly ex-
pected that the request would be 
granted but it might come later. 
The proprietors of the Stafford 
- Valley bus operators were not 
impressed when their proposal 
for two new bus routes from 
Mawson Street to the city were 
refused.
 On 31 October it was 
stated that the first tram would 
probably run of the Gordon 
Park extension in January 1940.  
The line had been completed 
early ahead of the Thistle Street 
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Bridge.  The total cost of the line 
was approximately £26,000. 
 The truncation of the 
corner of Bradshaw Street and 
Lutwyche road  resulted in the 
re-siting of the corner shop and 
house.
 In the presence of hun-
dreds of residents, the Lord 
Mayor opened the Gordon Park 
extension on Saturday afternoon 
27 January 1940. The chairman 
of the Transport Commiittee, 
Alderman Dent drove the first 
tramcar through a red ribbon 
which was stretched across the 
roadway. He said it was the ninth 
tramway extension opened in the 
past six years.
 I think this will be the last 
of the long tram extensions to be 
built as you no doubt know, is in 
the direction of bus transport, 
said the Lord Mayor.
 We intend to experiment 
with a bus service across the 
Story Bridge, and we expect that 
a fleet of modern Diesel-engined 
buses will be ready for service 
when the new bridge is opened 
next June. If the scheme is a suc-
cess, it is quite likely that will be 
extended to other areas not now 

serviced by trams. Bus transport 
will probably provide an admira-
ble means of connection with the 
new University suburb of St Lu-
cia, over the new bridge planned 
to be built across the river from 
West End to St Lucia. But there 
can be no thought of scrapping 
our trams which are likely to 
play a very important part in 
transport for many years. As you 
know the council has a capital of 
£2 millions invested in trams.
 The tram route was from 
Stafford to Bardon.
 Immediately after the 
opening of the tram extension a 
new council subdivision, Staf-
ford Park Estate was auctioned.
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