ALBION FLOUR

MILL

Two brothers, George
and Robert Gillespie, migrated
from Scotland and became wool
brokers in Victoria. In 1887 they
established a flour mill in Ken-
sington, a suburb of Melbourne,
which cost them £25,000. It was
a Hungarian mill, the equip-
ment coming from Ganz and Co.
in that country. Eighteen years
later they sold that business to
Kimptons, one of Victoria’s his-
toric flour milling companies,
but in the meantime, in 1897, the
brothers had erected another mill
in Bathurst Street, Sydney and in
1921 they moved it to Pyrmont.
Flour from this mill was exported
to England, Scotland and later to
the Phillipines and China.

They later established
mills at Temora and Inverell. In
the 1920s the Queensland Gov-
ernment, in an attempt to protect
mills in its State in those dismal
economic days, placed an em-
bargo on flour imported from the
southern states. In reply, Gillespie
Bros., who were doing and exten-
sive trade in Queensland, decided
to open a mill in Brisbane. A con-
tract for the erection of the mill
building in Albion was let in 1931
to Mr W. Mitchell, in conjunc-
tion with a Mr Oates. One of the
Gillespie directors became their
representative in Queensland and
this was Mr Arthur Pardy Snr,
who was sent from Sydney and
who chose the site. It had been a
residential area. Two houses were
left standing on the site when the
mill was built and they were not
demolished until the 1980s. The
mill itself dominated the skyline
for many years. As with all flour
mills the prime requirement was
the proximity to the railway line.

by MARY
LAFFERTY

The wheat, mainly from the Dar-
ling Downs, came by rail, and
much of the flour was sent to
North Queensland or the wharves
by rail. The company was en-
titled Gillespie Bros. (Qld) Pty
Ltd. The machinery for the mill
was bought second hand in Eng-
land from an establishment which
had been built during the 1914-
18 war. It was manufactured by
Buhler in Switzerland. Produc-
tion commenced in 1932 with an
output of seven sacks of flour per
hour, but a year later this output
had doubled. The first mill man-
ager was Alan Hedley.

The mill building of five
floors, was made of brick. The
eastern section was the mill proper

1958 and in the same year a stock
feed mill was built fronting Al-
bion Road.

The Albion mill original-
ly produced baker’s white flour,
meal, flour, bran and pollard, and
Anchor was the brand name of
the flour. A separator to enable
to take off the germ fraction was
later installed and the germ was
used by the Cerevite Company
for their health foods. Semolina
for use in spaghetti manufacture
was also produced.

Until 1955 all production
of the Albion mill was packed
for the commercial market but in
that year flour was produced and
packed under the label of White
Wings for the household market.

In July 1978 Gillespie
Bros. merged with Fielders of
Tamworth to become Fiedler,
Gillespie Ltd. In April 1983 the
Albion mill and Cobbity Farm

ALBION .
FLOUR e
MILL

During initial
construction

and the western housed the stores
and packing. There were 12 silos
- square Oregon pine bins housed
in galvanised iron framework and
each with capacity of 105 tons.
The office, as was usual, was de-
tached. Later during the 1940s, a
galvanised iron-clad flour store
was built on the western side and
a further 18 silos were added as
well as a laboratory. Gillespies
had the first pneumatic mill in
Queensland when they converted
to low pressure pneumatics in

Bakeries were sold to the Defi-
ance Milling Company for $8.3
million.

Fielder, Gillespie contin-
ued operations in Queensland in
poultry, stock feed milling, White
Wings brand products and Field-

ers starch products.
Adapted from The History of Flour
Milling in Queensland.

The test kitchen was always a
source of trays of scones for fetes. The
editor has a 1964 Gillespies’ 10 Ib flour
bag with a bright rooster motif that was
for the New Guinea trade.
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J. CAMPBELL

& SONS

Pottery Works.

A man may live in Brisbane
for years and know nothing of some
very important and gigantic indus
tries going on under his very nose.
This was the reflection that occupied
my mind as I left the Brick, Tile and
Pottery Works of James Campbell &
Sons the other day. Chance had tak-
en me there; curiosity had kept me
there; and self-accusing reflections
of negligence and wilful blindness
accompanied me as I departed from
the works, after an hour or two spent
in inspecting them.

To say that I was astonished
is hardly to convey the sense of be-
wilderment I experienced. To say
that I was charmed with the inge-
nuity of the machinery in use there
is necessary, for I had never seen a
plant of this description before, and
I had no idea of the amount and va-
riety of mechanical genius that had
been originated and added to and
modified and perfected until the au-
tomatic machinery, with its ponder-
ous steel muscles, is made to swiftly
perform labor that seems impossible

except to slow but skilled human
hands, and is compelled to be an obe-
dient slave to the power of thought
and mind, like the fabled genii of the
“ Arabian Nights.”

The reader shall now ac-
company me over what is in reality a
wonderland of science, though asso-
ciated with the commonplace terms,
bricks, tiles and pottery. James
Campbell & Sons’ works are situ-
ated at the Albion, about three miles
from Brisbane.

The property is some 1312
acres in extent and is freehold. The
sheds and buildings, exclusive alto-
gether of employees’ cottages, oc-
cupy about three acres of ground. It
is now about two years since the firm
purchased the premises and the well-
known business of George Fischer,
who had the earliest chance, per-

around Brisbane.

This very site is the best spot
for miles around for clays, shales,
&c., and an area for brick making
and pottery manufacture. A remark-
able and profitable feature of the sur-
roundings is that the clays and shales
are all found on the hill and through
the hill — laid bare on the surface
ready to hand. There has been no ne-
cessity yet to test below—i.e., to dig
for clay —but it has all been worked
from the side of a hill, and fifty
years’ constant encroachment will,
apparently, make no appreciable dif-
ference in the inexhaustible stores of
excellent material ready to hand.

So much for the natural ad-
vantages of the situation; let us now
turn to the machinery aids which
science has placed at the disposal of
such an enterprising firm as that of
James Campbell & Sons.

Queensland Figaro and Punch:
19 November 1887
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SAWMILL FIRES

Over a century of the history
of sawmills on the Breakfast Creek site
- firstly Sheckletons, then James Camp-
bells, there had been a number of fires
- some small - some disastrous. The
worst of all occurred in 1959 when these
photos were taken.

FIRE AT THE ALBION
SAW-MILL
DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT
£500 (1896)

Shortly before half-past 2
yesterday after- noon a call was re-
ceived at the Central Fire Station
for a fire at Messrs J. Campbell and
Sons’ saw-mills, Albion. Two men
were immediately despatched in a
spring dray with six lengths of hose,
and upon arrival at the scene found
that a fire had broken out in the ceil-
ing of a drying-kiln, in which was
stacked a very large quantity of sawn
pine and other timber. From the large
volume of smoke which was finding
its way through the roof of the build-
ing in which the kiln was situated,
it was feared that the fire had got a
firm hold on the wood within, and in
consequence it was thought advis-
able to obtain further assistance. The
Fire Brigade were communicated

with again, and as a result the steam
fire-engine, with an engineer and
two men, and a hand-reel with about
400ft of hose, were despatched.
Streams of water were soon pour-
ing on to the kiln, both from the en-
gine, which was fed from Breakfast
Creek, and from the mains, and it
was not long before the flames were
completely conquered. The roof and
ceiling of the building in which the
kiln was located, and the insulation
in the walls, were badly damaged;
but upon the doors of the kiln being
opened it was found that very little
of the stacked timber had been af-
fected. Both the Fire Brigade and the
saw-mill employees - 120 all told
- deserve great praise for the man-
ner in which they combated the fire.
When the hoses were first connected
with the hydrants the pressure of the
water was exceedingly weak, but
upon the Waterworks Office being
communicated with by telephone
this was soon remedied. Messrs
Campbell and Sons estimate the
damage sustained at about £500.
During the fire a rather re-
markable incident occurred. The
hose connected with the steam-en-

]
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gine, it appears, became klnked
some distance from the creek. The
water instantly became blocked, and
the coupling was blown clean away
from the engine. The engineer, who
was standing near at the time, was
struck by both the hose and the es-
caping high pressure water and be-
fore he could recover himself was
toppled over into the creek. The en-
gineer fortunately received no injury
.Brisbane Courier: 20 June 1896
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KIDNEY PILLS

As with the other items in this se-
ries, this report is historical and not associ-
ated with any modern product.

According to reports Doan’s
Pills was the secret of an old Quaker
lady (Aunty Rogers) and was given
to the world by Dr James Doan of
Kingsville, Canada. He used to make
it with herbs, shrubs and roots. This
was around 1832.

They filter the blood. They
are for weak, worn-out, tired, lan-
guid, restless, nervous, irritable peo-

S A AN T R TS

ple - people easily worried over tri-
fles, peevish, chilly, short of breath,
dizzy, irregular heart, rheumatic,
with pains in the back, neuralgia,
sleepless, debilitated and used up.

Wow what a perfect cure.
As with other remedies of the time
they advertised heavily with person-
al testimonies. The large advertise-
ments on this page appeared in the
Australian Women’s Weekly in the
1930s.

What was in Doan’s then? It
was magnesium salicylate - a com-
mon analgesic anti-inflammatory
drug used to treat mild pain, head-
aches, general back pain, and certain
joint pains like arthritis. It was not

“Ewary Piature
telis 3 Stary’

Why suffer with &t

Backache'?

* Keep the hidneys well;
they will heep you well.™

Hi ALTHY, ACTIVE

tion againnt

urinary disorders,
diwturbed nights, renal dro en ant] theamatism,_
These Lroahles start whe icate kidney flters
Tail to extract harmful lrupumm froem the blood. To stop the mis
chief the cacly 1ae of Doans Backache Kidney Pillsis rocominel

Below Mrs, Jordan describes her recovery. Thousands of

others are just as enthusiastic for Doans.,

“A MARTYR TO BACKACHE"

Refuse inferior substilutes, Insist upon

&5 DOANS

The prowiss par baie beavr the Leaf Trade Muard.

without side effects and a long list of
exclusion conditions.

Another product sold in
the past that contained magnesium
salicylate was De Witt’s Kidney
and Bladder Pills. However a scan
of newspaper advertisements in
Queensland didn’t reveal De Witt’s
pills until 1914 advertised in The
Queenslander.

There were plenty of early
advertisements ~ for Holloway’s,
Beecham’s and Indian Root Pills. By
the time that the advertisement was
found the formula had changed and
it included methylene blue. A colour
that was revealed in the urine.

De Witt’s became a world
brand with advertisements in India,
South Africa and South America.

Backache is directly due to

kidney trouble and you will realise 3

that only a specially prepared kidney
remedy can stop your pain and weak-

ness. De Witt’s Kidney and Bladder §

Pills provide the correct medicine
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Witt’s Kidney and Backache Pills. It
is the quick action of De Witts Pills
onweak, sluggish kidneys that makes
the remedy so greatly valued.

BACKACHE

Agony at night . . .

. . . Ease by morning

YOU WILL BEAR THIS FACT CLEARLY
in mind that Backache is directly dun to kidocy
IF trotble you will realise that only & specially pre
pared lodney remedy can stop your pain and
wrakness, De Wit's Kidoey and Bladder Pills

provide the correct medicine for §
they are, &3 their name auserts, kidney p|||u.
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in Th qu el bocuins permanest oyt i
e amcessary. Tuia D Witt's Pilla for o bw dayn, post

Bacuncte will conen sl g will T the tomic betion ot
lln will erenss pous mgoer and wiality 11 anportan sk
tar amd we= yon ot the et of A3 remstes (or wedb knlnrye

DE WITT’S

KIDNEY and BLADDER PILLS
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THURLOW

WEDDING

Orange Blossoms

THURLOW — MILLER

On Wednesday, March 22nd,
a very pretty and popular wedding
was celebrated at the bride’s parents
residence, McLean. The contracting
parties were Mr Frederick Thurlow,
third son of Mr and Mrs John Thur-
low, of Albion, Brisbane, and Miss
Elizabeth Rebecca Miller, oldest
daughter, of Mr and Mrs Thomas
Miller, late of Cheshire, England.
The wedding ceremony took place
in the drawing-room and was per-
formed by the Rev. Mr. Leembrug-
gen.

The bride, who entered on
her father’s arm, looked charm-
ing in a handsome gown of white
silk, the bodice richly trimmed with
pearls and sequins trimming, yoke
of tucked chiffon, finished with chif-
fon, roses, and orange blossoms, the
tucked skirt beautifully arranged
with tucked panel and sequins,
caught up with clusters of chiffon,
roses, and orange blossoms, a beau-
tiful tulle veil, and coronet of orange
blossoms completed a most charm-
ing costume. The bride also carried
a beautiful leather-bound Bible, to-
gether with a gold muff chain, both
being presents from the bridegroom.

Two bridesmaids were at-
tendance— Miss Mary Jane Miller,
sister of bride (chief), who wore a
beautiful dress of cream silk striped
voile trimmed with silk embossed
insertion, and finished with gold tas-
sels, hat of deep cream straw trim -
med with cream silk ribbon, fringed
with gold tassels, finished with a
wreath of pink popples and spray of
wheat; Miss Elizabeth Thurlow, sis-
tor of bridegroom, who also wore
a gown of cream silk striped voile,
richly trimmed with silk embossed
insertion, and medallions, hat of
white crinoline straw, trimmed with
mauve and white lilac, finished with
large bows of white silk ribbon. They
also wore beautiful mother-of-pearl

broaches, mounted with gold, being
gifts from the bridegroom, besides
carrying a bouquet of pink and
white, dahlias, with asparagus fern,
and white ribbon streamers.

The mother of the bride
wore a black silk costume bodice,
relieved with vest of silk lace, over
white satin. The bride’s gift to the
bridegroom was a gold sovereign
case. The bridegroom was supported
by his brother - Mr Robert Thur-
low— as best man, and Mr William
Johnston as grooms-man. After the
reception over fifty guests were en-
tertained at a sumptuous wedding
breakfast, which was served in a
large marquee on the lawn.

The beautiful three-tier
wedding cake, ornamented with cat-
tle, sheep, butterflies, doves, and
Venetian blinds was the centre of at-
traction, The cake was supplied by
Rowe’s Cafe, Brisbane. The Revw.
Leembruggen presided at the wed-
ding breakfast, and the usual toasts
were honoured.

The happy couple left mid
showers of rice and rose leaves, by
the afternoon train for their future
home at Albion. The bride was wear-
ing a gown of navy blue silk, hat of
burnt straw, trimmed with amethyst
flowers, and spray of wheat. The
presents were both numerous and

handsome, including a number of
cheques. In the evening the guests
were entertained with music, and
singing, some of the younger ones
indulging in games. All left for their
homes after having a real good time,
and wishing the happy couple all
sorts of good luck and prosperity in
their future life.
Beaudesert Times 31 March 1911

VENETIAN BLINDS ON
WEDDING CAKE

There was a good reason for
this decoration as the groom’s father
was John Thurlow of Albion who in-
vented the Chain Blind or otherwise
know as Colonial Chain Venetians.

He had started manufactur-
ing them in 1903 and they were ex-
hibited in the furniture section of the
Brisbane Exhibition in August 1904.
These were cedar slats suspended
from chains.

John Thurlow, born c1853,
son of Henry William Thurlow and
Anna Marie Woods, married Marga-
ret Ellen Masters, daughter of Wil-
liam Masters and Margaret Ellen, in
Sydney in 1880. The first son was
Henry William, born in Sydney in
1881; next was Edwin John Bright-
ley born in Redfern in 1882; then
Ernest W. who was born at Waterloo
and died in 1884. Frederick was born
at Waterloo in 1885; Robert in 1886.
The family then moved to Brisbane
and Elizabeth was born in 1887. Al-
bert in 1889, Thomas in 1891, Ellen
in 1893 and Rose in 1896.

The patent blind factory was
at 31 Frodsham Street, Albion.

TiHURL@)W S BLIN\.IDS 1925°
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J. R. WYLLIE

James Ross Wyllie was born
on 16 December 1858 at Sheepwash
in Devon to Scottish parents James
Wyllie and Ann Jackson.

On 8 May 1862, James (sr)
then 50 years came to Brisbane on
the Young Australia together with
Jessie 15, Alice 13 and Mary 12, ar-
riving 12 August. Almost two years
later wife Ann and Alexander 10,
Eliza Jane 8, Isabel 11 and James
5 arrived in Brisbane on 3 January
1864 on the Ariadne.

The Wyllies settled at South ~ cial towns. | o b i
Pine where Andrew, Margaret, and JR. was heavily involved | J. R, w'LLlE 2& SONS
Alblen MI125.

Agnes were born. The Wyllies grew
the first wheat in the district.

In 1866 James R. started
school at Bald Hills and in 1875 he
started work as an apprentice plumb-
er with Hiram Wakefield. James
Ross married Sarah Jane Ruhle on
15 September 1885 at Fortitude Val-
ley Presbyterian Church by Rev. W.
Anson Smith.

Their family included James
Swithin Rix Wyllie, born 25 January

Road. Not only did it sell plumbing
supplies, but also Metters stoves and
afterwards electrical goods. On 21
December 1922, the business was
registered as J. R. Wyllie & Sons.
(Swithin, Bert and Victor) A branch
shop was opened at Lutwyche. He
classed his business as an importer,
ironmonger and plumber. The busi-
ness developed and became one
of the state’s largest hardware and
plumbing supplies business with
agents in most of the larger provin-

in community affairs. He was on the
Bowen Bridge Road School Com-
mittee and later a foundation mem-
ber on the Wooloowin State School
Committee. The family was among
the original members of the Maida
Hill Presbyterian Church. Mrs Wyllie
was on the Women’s Guild for more
than 30 years. During World War
One, she was an enthusiatic worker
for the Windsor Branch of the Red
Cross Society. For nine years, from

| ENGLISH CEMENT

| 12/6 Bag

couple. The anniversary cake was a
gift from the Young family.

James Ross Wyllie died on
24 June 1944, 85 years, and his wife
Sarah died in 1951.

In 1978, John Elliott initi-
ated a program of growth for Elders-
IXL in an effort to diverify into a
broader range of operations and pur-
chased smaller companies. The fol-

= lowing year he purchased J.R. Wyl-
1887; Hugh Craigie Wyllie, born 1913 to 1924, J.R. was elected on £ lie and Sons and Provincial Traders
22 February 1889; Herbert Jack- the Windsor Town Council. S Holding Ltd.
son Wyllie, born 5 October 1892 In September 1935, the W}’l- R S ——

and Victor Stanley Wyllie, born 18
March 1900.

" J. R. Wyllie & Sons

Soeweragé Work Undertaken '
on Lowest Terms. |

lies celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary at Rowes Cafe in
the city. At that stage they had four

w
b
S

=
N

sons and ten grandchildren. The J

. Q
LTD., Re(;/. David dGalloway 1W'as prese}?toé Nibiie: Saruchiy—"Wsitls Blumiiing.”
and conveyed congratulations to the ©° K
PLUMBERS. y &

HOT WATER INSTALLATIONS AND
GENERAL PLUMBING SERVICES
CALL OR WRITE.

J. R. WYLLIE & Sons Pty. Ltd.

ALBION, BRISBANE.
PHONES MII26-7,

ALBION, l
FIRST.CLASS LICENSED 1
1

|

ng Albaon m lm' quol.

Photo: Sandgate Road, Albion near Albion
Road corner taken in 1909 just before Wyllies
built their new building. Albion Hotel on left
1. then the Queensland National Bank.

Later they lived at Ross-Lyn 1
in Norman Avenue, Wooloowin. . :

In 1897 James established
a plumbing business in Wooloowin
and later a large shop and manufac-
turing workshop in Hudson Road,
Albion. The business seemed to be
doing well as frequent advertise-
ments appeared in the newspapers
wanting a respectable boy - wanted
to learn trade.

Around 1910, a new brick
headquarters was built on Sandgate
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ALBION PUBLIC

HALL

On 17 May 1887 a meeting
of residents of the Albion district
was held at Powell’s store, Albion,
where it was decided to form a com-
pany for the purpose of erecting a
public hall in the district.

They decided to purchase
the corner block on Sandgate Road
next to Mr Powell’s store. The capital
of the company would be £1,600 in
£1 shares, and the building, to be of
brick, would seat about 600 people.
The initial payment for the shares
was two shillings; two shilling on
allotment and the balance of a shil-
ling a month. No shareholder was to
be allotted more than one hundred
shares. Most of the shares had been
already taken up.

At another meeting on 5
November 1887 a majority of share-
holders was present to approve a
plan for the hall. Many plans had
been sent in by different architects,
and it was unanimously decided by
ballot that Mr Victor Carandini’s

sketch plan be approved of subject
to such slight modifications as the
directors may see fit. The building
would be 108 feet long by 39 feet
wide, including two shops in front,
and lodge-rooms over the shops, and
when finished will be both an orna-
ment and a benefit to the whole of
the Albion and surrounding districts.
The whole of the shares, with the ex-
ception of 300, had been taken up.
The building progressed well
and by April the next year, it was so
well advanced that a grand opening
night of a fancy and dress ball and
supper was announced under the pa-
tronage of the Mayor of Brisbane.
Tickets were on sale at vari-

ous city outlets: single 15s., double 3

21s. and two ladies and one gentle-

$9,

sler, M.L.C., and J. R. Dickson,
Messrs M. B. Gannon, J. Hipwood,
W. Widdop, and A. McNish Fraser
(chairman of the board of directors
of the hall company). There was no
ceremony, but Mr Fraser simply de-
clared the hall open, and the ball was
at once started. The majority of those
present appeared in evening dress.

An excellent floor and a se-
lect orchestra, under the leadership
of Signor Bonvenuti, rendered the
dancing, which was kept up till an
early hour. The catering, which was
in the hands of Mr Whitehouse, was
all that could be desired.

The Albion Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons took up resi-
dences and the hall was frequently
used for social and political occa-
sions. About 1920 it became the
Empire Picture Theatre and the
Albion Fishing Club had a benefit
night there in 1921. Late member of
this society, George Burne told me
his mother played in the orchestra

. there. Around 1931 it was advertised

man 25s.. T as the Capitol Theatre, presumedly

On 9 May 1888, the Albion now converted to sound.

. . ]
Public Hall was opened with a fancy 5- The building is now Herit-

and dress ball and supper, which was § age listed.

very well attended. Among those"% Sources: The Telegraph, The Week, The
present were the Hons J. C. Heus- = Brisbane Courier.
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POLICE

The opening of the Sandgate
railway line though Albion caused
a rapid expansion of land sales and
population.

A letter from local parlia-
mentarian James Dickson in 1881,
to the Colonial Secretary (Premier)
alerted him to the needs for police
protection in the Albion area. The
problem locally was caused by lar-
rikins from Lutwyche and German
Station (Nundah).

This complaint was an-
swered by a police inspector who
said that there had been no reports
to him except for some boys who had
thrown stones onto roofs. He said
that additional patrols would be pro-
vided. A letter was sent also by the
Ithaca Divisional Board (the local
government body of the time) com-
plaining of larrikinism around the
hotels.

In 1883 James Dickson
wrote another letter requesting po-
lice presence for Albion and Lut-
wyche as there had been a spate of
burglaries.

The following year this re-
port was prepared for the Commis-
sioner of Police by an Inspector.
This document was located by David
Masel.

Having been directed to re-
port upon the annexed application for
police protection at the places named
in the margin (Red Hill, Albion and
Hamilton). I have the honor to point
out that any person acquainted with
the subject, reading the letter refer-
ring to, would at once come to the
conclusion that the localities men-
tioned were wholly neglected and
that a policeman was never seen in
the vicinity.

This is not the case and so far
from being neglected police patrols
to those localities have been made
more frequently than other places in
the suburbs. In support of this state-
ment I beg leave to attach a return
which is a copy of the mounted pa-

trols taken from the Diary of Police
Duty.

I may also point out that
from the Ist of January up to the Ist
of March police have been collect-
ing the jury lists and Agricultural
Returns and doing this must have
made a house to house visitation in
all the localities mentioned.

It would appear that to make
a good background to the picture of
uncontrolled larrikinism two cases
relevant to the subject are put for-
ward, viz the death of a man (Rich-
ard Stapleton) in a quarry at Lutwy-
che and the finding of a dead body of
a woman under a cart at the Albion.

In the former case, the man
lived in a humpy in the quarry with
his son. He was of intemperate hab-
its and died from an overdose of
grog administered by himself, there
was no mystery about the case.

The facts respecting the
finding of the dead body of a woman
(Emma Rowton) near the Albion are
true. A man was employed by police
to convey, in a cart, the deceased to
the morgue. On arriving there, the
constable (Devine) found the build-
ing locked and he asked the driver to
wait for a few minutes while he went
for the key. The constable was not
absent more than 10 minutes; when
he got back he found the man and the
dead body had disappeared. Search
was made everywhere but it was not
until after 10 o’clock next morning
that they were found at the Albion.
The driver must have taken some
drink after the constable left him and

drove off not knowing where he was
going. There were no suspicious cir-
cumstances in connection with the
case.

I have no doubt but that the
larrikinism exists in the localities
mentioned but I do not think that it
is of a very virulent type. I may here
instance a case at Lutwyche.

A complaint reached me
that the house of one of the residents
there was constantly bombarded
with stones. Time after time I sent
police to find out the perpetrators
but nothing could be ascertained for
a good while. At length on learn-
ing that the house was situated fully
80 yards from the road and that the
front, including the windows, was
never once struck, only the roof, I
had further inquiries made and it was
discovered that the resident’s own
sons were the offenders. They com-
menced the game themselves and on
being sent out from time to time by
their parents to watch the premises
they threw the stones from a short
distance onto the roof of the build-
ing.

It is stated in the annexed
letter that the residents of Lutwy-
che and Albion have to act in the
capacity of policemen themselves.
I wish that this action of the part of
the residents was of a more frequent
occurence and that they would exert
themselves a little more in assisting
the police in putting down disorder
and crime. My experience goes to
show that while individuals are loud
in their complaints at what they call
the lack of the police, they will not
them by coming forward to identify
offenders well known to them or give
evidence against them in the court.

It is not reasonable to ex-
pect that the police, however intel-
ligent and desirous they may be, to
perform their duty efficiently, will be
able to suppress disorder of the eyes,
the ears and tongues of the inhabit-
ants will do nothing in the way of
assisting them. At the outside there
are but thirty policemen at one time
on duty in the City and suburbs, yet
some persons expect them to see and
hear and know as much as the whole
population.

The principal reason perhaps
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that residents will not come forward
to give evidence against larrikins in
the suburbs is from the fact that the
offenders are usually the sons of re-
spectable neighbours. I am also of
the opinion that the disorder referred
to is very much exaggerated and not
infrequently the noise made by boys
playing is put down, by nervous per-
sons, as a very bad form of larrikin-
ism indeed.

The principal cause of lar-
rikinism may be traced fairly to the
neglect of parental control and so
long as this state of things exist the
police and magistrates may arrest
and punish offenders but they will
never suppress it until the root of
the evil is eradicated by the parents
themselves.

Another cause may be found
in the fact that the great majority of
persons in the City and suburbs live
in wooden houses and the noise chil-
dren can make in those building be-
comes insupportable to the head of
families especially after their day’s
work is over and with the view of
obtaining quietness they turn their
children into the streets where they
form into mobs and one or two bad
boys amongst them soon inoculate
the others with vices.

I further beg leave to point
out that every effort has been put
forth by me to meet the requirements
of the inhabitants for police protec-
tion and in every case where appli-
cation has been sent me for police, I
have at once attended to the requisi-
tion.

Scarcely any person outside
the force is aware of the number of
requisitions sent in for police as-
sistance. A few may be here given
- viz Government House, Parliament
House, Supreme, District and Police
Courts, Public Baths, Cricket match-
es, Concerts and Public Meetings.
Besides this some of the Brisbane
police are constantly on escort to all
parts of Queensland and occasion-
ally to the Southern Colonies, some
are sick and others are on leave.

To meet every requirement
it is necessary that the ordinary beats
should be stripped and the result of
course is increased disorder in the
unprotected localities.

To further show that the
places referred to have not been ne-
glected, I attach a letter from a Red
Hill resident who knows petty well
what goes on in that neighbourhood.
And with reference to Lutwyche, Al-
bion and the Hamilton, I may point
out with the view of having those
places regularly visited, I applied for
and got two passes from the Railway
Department and up to the end of De-
cember frequent foot patrols were
made at night at these localities. I
have never got passes for this year
and patrols will be continued.

In conclusion I may point

out that the Albion and Lutwyche
are growing places and will require
permanent police protection. I would
therefore recommend that a station
for foot constables be erected mid-
way between these places.

I have the honor to be

Sir

Your most obedient Servant

(Signature unreadable)

Inspector 1st Class

By February 1885 the search
was on for a suitable police house
in the Albion area and plans were
drawn up for a station at Lutwyche.
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To replace the Albion

Road level crossing, this over-
A I BION OVERP ASS pass was built from March 1960
to its opening in February 1962.

Some houses were re-
moved and halls turned around.

7 9 February 1962
First car over there Overpass
Ford Fairlane 500 - driven by W.E.S.
Inglis of Marella Constructions.

L

SPECIAL THANKS fo ROB, JENNY, DAVID and MARK for reopening the Chambers in June.
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