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FUTURE
JOURNALS
As listed in Column 3, the
August JOURNAL has a singular
theme of Albion and all historical
articles deal with that suburb.
Planning and research is
well under way for future editions.
In November there will be several
articles about the restrictions in
force during the Second World
War. Simpler designs in clothing
were the go. Limits on footwear,
bathing suits and underwear were
in force. Petrol rationing and the
use of petrol coupons was in regulated as well.
In additionl there will
be articles on Tom Wallace, the
champion cyclist and cycle manufacturer; Ernie Downie, City
Councillor; T. H. Cock & Sons,
electricians; Robert Thorrold, associate of Judge Lutwyche; Jacob
Walters of the Enoggera Hotel.
Other articles to look forward to in the future will include
one on the person who named
Surfer’s Paradise - Thor Jensen
and six years later the man who
bought 10 acres from the estate
and erected a hotel - Jim Cavill.
The Wooloowin area featured in our story Murder on the
Rocky Mail when a killer roamed
our streets is coming also.
The Bryden and Darvall
families will be featured as well as
William Goodacre and Alexander
Fergus Ross. Stories on William
Bradley and William Pocock are
being written. Bradley is particu-

larly interesting as his name is associated with many of the districts’
larger houses.
Coming up also is the
story of Percy the Panda from Tibet. Percy was the mascot for the
Mynor Cordial Company and later
featured on Panda Potato Crisps
which were made at Herston.
Commercial
establishments which have connections to
the area such at Woulfe & Son,
tailors and the Crescent Packing
Company, the makers of Crescent
Vinegar are on the list.
Articles on some of our earliest families the Lanes and their
relatives have been researched
and photographer F.W. Thiel has
not escaped our sights.
Keep your membership
current so you can receive all these
future articles and more.
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WINDSOR
AT WAR

Above: Personnel of the 56th
Searchlight Battery operating a
Bofors anti-aircraft ﬁtted with a
make-shift .303 bren gun during
a training exercise in Windsor
Park. The bren gun was used for
training as a substitute to ﬁring 40
mm ammunition.

Photos:
Taken 15 January 1944 by
Ronald Keam, courtesy of
the Australian War
Memorial.

Right: Operating a sound locator
during a night training exercise in
Windsor Park.
Below: Corporal V. Hazelwood
of 4th Armoured Brigade driving
a Jeep which has been modiﬁed
by ﬁtting extension pipes to the
exhaust and carburettor.

Breakfast Creek
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BLACKALL
BRIDGE
Second Bridge
Opened in 1908

Grange
Tannery

Looking Upstream
Blackall Bridge

SAMUEL WENSLEY
BLACKALL (1809 - 1871)
was the second Governor of
Queensland, appointed in 1868
until his death in 1871. He is
buried at the highest point of the
Toowong Cemetery.
Born in Dublin, he was
a soldier, high sheriff, politician
and served in the Colonial Ofﬁce
as Governor of West African Settlements.

Grange Road, Blackall Bridge, Webster Road
Harvey’s Tannery - Looking to the North

For More Information on The Grange Tannery
consult The Grange Estate folder at the Chambers.
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so as the bridge crossed the creek at
right angles. In 1908, the bridge was
rebuilt with the Kedron Shire Council paying three-ﬁfths of the cost and
the Windsor Town Council paying
the rest. The total cost was £701. It
was opened in September 1908 by
Mr Petrie. By 1926 the city engineer reported that the bridge was in a
bad condition and constantly needed
repairs. It was then decided by the
Brisbane City Council to replace all
the decking. The cost was £258.
During the 1930s Mr Stewart was permitted to remove sand

and gravel from the brook downstream of the bridge, and this had the
effect of deepening and widening
the brook. The brook was used for
tannery and woolscour waste in this
area right through until the 1950s.
A new two-laned concrete
bridge was built in 1960 and it had
the effect of straightening the road.
The extra trafﬁc caused trafﬁc lights
to be installed at the Stafford Road
intersection. Later again another
two-laned extension was joined to
the Blackall Bridge making it four
lanes wide.

Researched by David Teague.

The ﬁrst crossing over Kedron Brook here was a corduroy
layer across the creek. Remnants
of this were found in 1960 with the
construction of the ﬁrst part of the
modern concrete bridge.
The nearest industry in the
early days was James Collins’s tannery on the south-western bank.
This continued as the Grange Tannery. On the north-western bank was
part of the Grange Tannery complex
and much later became Harvey’s
Tannery. On the south-eastern bank
was Mooney’s Slaughteryard and
Pibsworth’s sanitary dump.
The next timber bridge was
started late in 1869 at a cost of £136
and was ﬁnished in 1870 when it was
named after the ailing governor, Sam
Blackall. The Kedron Brook Road at
Wilston was proving to be a hazard
and the Ithaca Divisional Board in
the 1880s was persuaded to lower
the crest of the road near the Massey property at the Days Road end.
Later on the Windsor Shire Council
further lowered that crest.
A kink was made in the road

Grange Road, Old Blackall Bridge, Webster Road
Harvey’s Tannery - Looking to the North - 1960
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THEN & THEN
Wilmar House

Wilmar House was one
of the residences of William Henry
and Mary Clark. (Wil - Mar) They
were married on 6 July 1883 and had
seven children: 1883 - Mary, 1884
- Norman Henry, 1886 - Oscar William, 1887 - William Henry, 1889
- Gladys Maida, 1893 - Ivy Mary,
1895 - Queenie May Isabel, 1897 Victor Kingsley. In 1915, they were

living at Holmby in Lisson Grove.
In 1919, Mary purchased
ﬁve allotments in the Bradshaw Estate, three fronting Lutwyche Road
and two more behind. This large
house was soon constructed. It had
a large verandah on the front and on
the northern side of the house. The
family are listed as living there from
1919 to 1925 as they are listed as liv-

2008

William Henry Clark, aged 2
years, arrived in Brisbane on the
Ariadne which left Liverpool on
20 February 1865 with his parents
James 34 and Ellen 39 and older
brother James G. 5 years.

ing at Auchenﬂower in 1926.
Clark started working for
Watson, Ferguson & Co. printers
and stationers in 1873 at a tender age
and rose to be a company director ﬁnally retiring in 1923. He was also
an alderman on the Windsor Town
Council and also a mayor.
On his retirement from
Watson, Ferguson, he began his own
business as a bookseller and stationer. The next resident of the house was
John William Henry Enever, a baker.
He was previously listed at living
at Leichhardt Street, Spring Hill. In
1936 he was listed as living at 356 St
Paul’s Terrace, Fortitude Valley.
That year Dr James Joseph
Ryan became the owner of Wilmar
starting a long history of that site’s
use as a medical practice. As the
second photo shows the house was
removed and a brick medical and
dental centre replaced it but keeping
the name. See the Bradshaw Estate
folder for further details.
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KEDRON BROOK
COUNTRY - 1870

To ﬁnd your way to the Kedron Brook vineyards does not seem
a work of great difﬁculty, neither did
we ﬁnd the journey, for the ﬁrst mile
or two, attended with peculiar perils
in the most conﬁdent spirit possible we left the Bowen Bridge-road,
passed down that branch road under
the imposing shadow of the Chief
Justice’s residence on the one side
Oakwal

(Oakwal) and, on the other, past
Mr Swan’s, (Burnside) Mr D. L.
Brown’s, (Langley Bank) and Mr
Tifﬁn’s.(Darrama)
Here another branch road,
diverging at right angles into the
bush, seemed to offer a promise of
variety. So, with the laudable intention of embracing as much as possible in our trip, we boldly plunged
into its mysteries, and speedily left
civilization behind us, together with
any slight knowledge of the country
we ever possessed. This, however,
we did fully realise for a time. We
were ﬁrmly under the impression
that a road leading to the right somewhere ahead must take us to our destination. So, pleasantly embracing
any amount of unknown country,
we jogged on, surveying the farms
and clearings breaking the forest in
every direction, and wondering how
potatoes or other green vegetables
predominated so much in their produce, and how grapes seemed entirely banished.
But bye-and-bye, as tracks
began diverging in every direction,
and the country grew wilder in aspect, the farms fewer in number, and
at greater distances and still no sign
of the locality we desired, our pleasure became considerably dashed. The
farms were all too far away to make
inquiries at them, so we had just to

take matters patiently and trust to
fate. Once on attaining a well-beaten
road, conﬁdence resumed her throne
at once. This must be the Kedron
Brook road! So on we go merrily
until this track too begins to ramify,
but just as we discover this we hear
the welcome sound of an axe from
among the trees ahead. Its owner is
speedily visible splitting shingles.
To our inquiries he informs us that
Kedron Brook is three miles behind
us, the pleasing nature of which intelligence is considerably enhanced
by the sympathetic smile with which
he communicates it.
A canter back according to
his directions brings the Enoggera
Hotel in view, from which point fortunately all is plain sailing. Passing
up along the road, gardens appear on
each hand, all of them rich in trellised vines until the bush closes in
along the roadway and it ﬂanks it on
either side. Among the dense forest a
little cottage suddenly becomes visible, with windows all broken, and
displaying many other evidences of
neglect and decay. A low murmur
comes through the broken windows
as we pass, and, looking in, we can
discern within, two rows of diminutive fellow creatures. The white
ﬂashing of books dimly seen in the
gloom suggests the idea of a school.
A strange place it seems for a school
to be among such wild surroundings
where one would imagine the hapless little subjects of mental culture
could hardly take two steps from the
threshold without being hopelessly
lost. But as we never hear of any accident of the kind, it is probable that

In the local area - 1860s

Nicholsons
they can ﬁnd their way through the
bush by instinct. The next turn of the
road reveals the residence of Mr William Nicholson, by whose paddock
fence the road skirts. Pulling up to
the house, we are informed that Mr
Nicholson is down among his grape
vines. So descending to the ﬂat we
cross a lagoon which divides it from
the rise on which the house is built,
and speedily discern that gentleman
among the clustering foliage, busy
tying up the vines along the trellises.
He receives us courteously,
and under his guidance we pass between the rows, and certainly not
without being struck by the wonderful order displayed everywhere, not
only among the vines themselves,
but equally on the trim, well harrowed paths. Owing to the rich fecundity of the soil, it is almost a work
of impossibility to keep the weeds
thoroughly under control. Hardly are
they destroyed than they are springing again. In wet weather especially,
their growth is as marvellous as it is
harassing, necessitating the utmost
diligence to keep the rows clean. By
a constant application of the harrow
(one of Mr Gerler’s invention I noticed in a side row),
Mr Nicholson succeeds in
maintaining a highly creditable regularity and order in his vineyard. In all
he has some ﬁve and a half acres under grapes among which the Pineau
Blanc and Hermitage are largely predominant. These are both high class
vines, and produce wines of a much
ﬁner quality than the commoner varieties. He has also some Isabellas,
but does not rely upon them so much
as upon those ﬁrst described. He
pursues the wide system in planting
them out, as he ﬁnds that the yield
per acre thus obtained is even greater
than from the larger number of vines
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planted where the width of separation is narrower. The distance he
adopts among the bulk of his plants
is eight feet by eight; the Isabellas
are planted even wider. From the appearance of his trellises, all of which
are entirely covered, the unskilled
eye would be slow to discover the
decrease in number of the independent plants. All over their support they
luxuriate, and display bunches everywhere of the half formed fruit. In
grafting, too, he appears to be highly
successful, and has tried numerous
experiments in this branch of vine
culture.

The principal stock he uses
is the Isabella, and on to this grape
he has grafted Sultana, Muscat, Currant, and other varieties. The Currant was the only one which did
not seem to take well, the others
were remarkable for their strength
and vigour. In pruning and training
the vines the two armed system is
found to be most successful here,
and consequently most of the vines
are thus trained, although there are
a few which display the one armed
system, or that advocated by Guyot.
According to the latter each vine is
only allowed to throw out one lateral
branch which is trained along the
trellises to the next vine, while in the
former an arm extends on either side
of each plant, meeting in the centre
with that of the next.
We next proceed up to the
house and visit the cellar. This allimportant chamber is situated under the house entry being made by
a trap door through the verandah.
Descending a ladder we reach a cool
dark vault, round the walls and up
the middle of which casks are laid
in tiers. The ﬂooring is entirely composed of brick, and ventilation is
gained by a row of narrow hanging
shutters extending along the wall immediately under the roof. This cellar
is forty-three feet by twenty-three,
and at present contains nearly 900
gallons of wine. Of this, the white
coloured prevails, it being evidently

the favourite of Mr Nicholson. One
especially, a white Burgundy, made
from the Pineau Blanc, was of especially delicate ﬂavour all it required
being age. The proprietor spares no
pains in his efforts to succeed, and
has every conﬁdence in the ultimate
triumph of Queensland wines. From
an acre of lsabella grapes he can
obtain 800 gallons of juice, but 300
gallons is the usual return to the acre
from the higher class vines which he
chieﬂy cultivates.
Leaving the cellar, and passing to the front verandah, a welltilled garden spreads out before us,
leading from the house down to the
lagoons which bound the vineyard.
There are plenty of orange trees there
- that one might expect. But what is
certainly a matter of surprise is the
number of apple trees and their remarkably healthy appearance. They
are all pruned high, Mr Nicholson believing that the only thing which mititates against apple-growing in this
climate (namely, the intense heat) is
thereby initiated the reﬂected heat of
the sun from the earth is avoided, a
heat which has generally been found
most fatal to such fruit trees Most
of these trees display, at any rate, a
slight promise of fruit, which it is
to be hoped will duly mature into a
reward and encouragement to their
indefatigable cultivator.

Leaving Mr William Nicholson’s, and passing up a road hemmed
in on either side by uncleared enclosures, we shortly arrive at the gateway of the Surrenden Vineyard. A
short ride up a natural avenue which
opens through thick forest, brings
us in sight of the house. The vineyard extends down on one side, and
outside its boundary fence the wild
bush sweeps round, with a line of
bright green in the midst of the general dusky aspect of its timber, marking the course of Kedron Brook.
Proceeding with Mr Lade from the
house to the vineyard, our attention is ﬁrst arrested by the orange

trees, among which we pass before
reaching the vines. Generally, they
look remarkably well, and if their
present appearance is not belied by
their future crop, it will undoubtedly
be heavy. One of those trees - of the
China Mandarin variety - yielded
on one occasion (last season, if I
mistake not) from seventy to eighty
dozen of oranges. From another, a
Canton Mandarin, one orange was
obtained fourteen inches in circumference, the average being only eight
inches. Another of those trees, a little further on, gave the rich harvest
of one hundred dozen. Instances like
those, speak volumes as to the admirable condition into which the soil
has been brought - a consummation
which has been attained not without
a considerable amount of labour and
skill. Leaving the oranges we enter
the network of trellises over which
the vines are trained and here equally as at Mr Nicholson’s, are struck
by the rich exhuberance of the promised yield.
The bulk of the vines here
are Isabellas, and the width of planting adopted is eight feet by eight.
The rows are cleaned along the
plants by hand labor, but down the
centres with a horse harrow. In wet
weather, the vines on the gravelly
soil are found to thrive most success
fully, while in dry weather the palm
is taken the sandy loam. Both qualities of soil are fairly represented in
the Surrenden Vineyard. During
rainy weather the birds are very destructive to the vines, and not only
to them, but to the fruit trees also.
Near and among a cluster of loquat
trees our attention was directed to
a number of small plants springing
from the ground. Those Mr Lade
informed us, were the result of the
depredations of the satin birds, who
generally come down in numbers
about the month of September. After disposing of the fruit they had
dropped the stones there, possibly
with an eye to a future harvest. Near
those loquat trees there is an orange
tree, which, after proving barren for
sixteen years, at length began to bear.
Rather a lusus nature in its way. It
is not many garden owners would
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have put up with its caprice for such
a length of time. Mr Lade has under
cultivation in this vineyard about
three acres of vines, nearly all of
which are trained on the trellis-work
system. The yield per acre he calculates at three hundred gallons of
wine, more or less. The wine cellar
here is also dug under the house. It
has lately been enlarged, and is now
30 feet by 22 feet.

It contains a considerable
quantity of wine, nearly all in this instance of the red variety, Mr Lade’s
belief, in this respect, differing from
Mr Nicholson’s. The Brisbane public
so thoroughly understand and appreciate the qualities of the Surrenden
wines that it must be superﬂuous to
expatiate on their merits. Their colour is still as brilliant as ever, and
their ﬂavour has not deteriorated. But
other vineyards still demand our notice, so leaving Mr Lade’s we again
pass along the avenue from which
we issue upon the road and resume
our journey down between the fences. After proceeding in this direction for a short distance, we came in
sight of Messrs Nicholson and Blaker’s vineyard, with a stone church
of modest dimensions crowning the
ridge behind. The church is within
the paddock attached to the estate, by
the proprietors of which the site was
presented. Here service is conducted
weekly by the residents themselves.
(St Matthew’s) Under the church the
vineyard extends down the face of
hill which fronts the cast. A better
situation could hardly be devised,
as it is fully exposed to the ripening
inﬂuences of the morning sun. This
vineyard comprises six acres under
grapes alone, besides the ground
occupied by oranges and other fruit
trees the chief varieties of the former
cultivated are the Isabella, Black
Hermitage, and white Nice, all of
which are in a thriving condition. In
this it resembles the others, but not in
its orange culture, which is conducted on a much larger scale. Independent of the older trees, six hundred

and ﬁfty of young growth have lately
been planted out. They are carefully
attended to, and all seem in a healthy
condition. From the house down to
the grapes two rows of orange trees
extend one on each side of the path
The most of those are Queensland
plants, which have been found to
thrive much better than those imported from New South Wales. The cellar
here is also well stocked with wines
of good quality. From the vineyard
we cross the road into the bush, and
following a roughly cleared track,
arrive shortly at Mr Woller’s fence.
As at present his plantation chiefly consists of gum trees, we must
avoid describing our visit there, and
pass through his paddock towards
a bright green patch, pleasantly relieving the monotony of the forest,
in a hollow at the other side. This is
a vineyard conducted by Mr Joseph
Lade, son of the proprietor of Surrenden. Like Surrenden, it is well
managed, and bears evidence to the
long experience and diligence of its
manager. We found him among his
vines, weeding and harrowing the
dividing lanes. The vines here are
planted eight feet square, and the
double arm system is that adopted.
Mr Lade has experimented much in
the science of grafting, and almost
invariably with signal success. One
graft that seemed especially successful was that of the Rebecca (sister to
the Isabella), on to its relative. The
Rebecca is an American vine, white
in colour, and never subject to blight.
The latter, Mr Lade informs us, is
the characteristic of all the American
grapes. The graft alluded to, is characterised by such vigour and health
that it reaches, after one year’s
growth, right up to the top of the trellises When only ten months old seventy cuttings were taken from each
graft, each four inches long. Better
testimony could not be given as to
its success. This vineyard is between
ﬁve and six acres in extent, of which
two and a half are under Isabellas,
one under white Verdeilho and two
under orange trees. The orange trees
are planted eighteen feet by twenty,
and in some cases twenty-four feet
square. The system pursued is to

dig a hole ﬁrst year and manure it
well, into this the plant is put. Next
year the ground is trenched eight
feet on either side of the rows, and
the year following the intermediate spaces are all dug up. This plan
allows room for the gradual extension of the roots. Much care is taken
in rearing the young plants. Over
them is erected a low shed, roofed
with thatch, as the excessive heat of
the sun, with its reﬂection from the
tilled ground, is found to be highly
injurious to their growth. Mr Lade,
at the vineyard, is not yet possessed
of a cellar, but proposes forming one
this year, as he ﬁnds the plan hitherto
adopted of sending his grapes down
to Surrenden, attended with much
inconvenience. This completes the
wine making establishments of Kedron Brook.

As has already been described, there are numerous other
gardens near, yielding collectively
a large quantity of grapes, but those
are either forwarded direct to the
market, as edible grapes, or sold to
one of the vignerons we have visited. At all of these establishments
the process of crushing is performed
by a crushing machine. By its aid as
many grapes can be disposed of in
an hour as would have occupied a
day by the old system. All the gardens, too are thoroughly trenched
two feet deep, and the best qualities
of the soil thus brought into requisition. This combined with the clearing of the timber (for they are all
of forest land), must have entailed
an immense expense. The Kedron
Brook wine-makers have certainly
every claim to public encouragement, but the only one upon which
they rest their cause is the quality of
their wines, and they could hardly
rest it upon a more trustworthy foundation.

By Zamia: (abridged)
Brisbane Courier:28 November 1870
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PLOUGHING
MATCH - 1869

The Brisbane Courier: 21 June 1869

PLOUGHING MATCH.
This the ﬁrst match of the kind connected with this association, took
place yesterday, in a paddock belonging to Sir M. C. O’ConnelI,
on the Bowen Bridge-road. The assemblage included nearly all the
principal farmers of the surrounding
agricultural districts, and a gathering

of ladies and gentlemen, numbering
from eight hundred to a thousand,
who were evidently much interested in the proceedings. It was really
a most gratifying sight to see the
various teams as they drew up for
the contest, and great surprise was
expressed at not only the number
of competitors, but the breed and
splendid appearance of the horses
engaged, all of them being adorned
after the fashion of “plough match”
horses at home. The ground selected,
although perhaps the best available
to the committee, was scarcely in
proper condition for the development of each man’s particular excellence; still the general opinion expressed by those competent to judge
was, that the whole of the work was
performed in a highly creditable
manner. There appeared to be some
disproportion as to the long stretch
of the furrow across the paddock,
compared to the width of the “land”
to be worked. In the adults matches
there were seven competitors for the
“wheel plough” prize, and eleven for
the “swing ploughs.”
ln the former George Belch
obtained the ﬁrst prize, and John
Gillinand the second. The prizes in
the swing plough match were allotted: First, John Carter, a plough
value £6 and cash £2; second, William Carr, £5 5s., contributed by the
cabmen of Brisbane; and the third,
A. Macfarlane, a corn sheller, value
£3 10s., and cash £1 10s. The youths
match brought forward two competitors only, a fact which caused general
disappointment. The ﬁrst prize was
obtained by Joseph Gillinand (entered by Messrs. J. and G. Grimes),
and the second by .... Michael.
We have been assured that
there are several lads in the vicinity of Brisbane, who, if they could
overcome a certain amount of shyness, might, by the exhibition of
their powers in this particular line,

create a spirit of emulation highly
conducive to the advancement of the
speeding of the plough. Prizes were
offered also for the best, and second
best pairs of horses; the best harnessed team; and the plough showing the lightest draught, the ﬁrst of
which was gained by Robert Wilson,
of Boggo; the second by Thomas
Champ; and for the best harnessed
team, Messrs. Dart and Payne, of
Oxley. The team belonging to these
gentlemen were not only the best
harnessed, but from their beautiful
condition and ﬁne form commanded
general admiration.
His Excellency* the Governor and suite, at the invitation of
His Worship, shortly after 1 o’clock,
partook of an exceedingly well appointed luncheon, provided by Mrs.
Barton, of the Treasury Hotel. His
Worship the Mayor occupied the
chair. The health of His Excellency
was proposed, and received with
loud acclamation.
In responding, His Excellency, while expressing himself
highly pleased with the proceedings
of the day, refrained from making
any lengthened remarks, as he would
have the opportunity of doing so at
the dinner, where the awards would
be declared. His Excellency appeared to take great personal interest in the whole proceedings, riding
round the paddock more than once,
and commenting on the work performed. Taking into consideration
the whole of the proceedings, and
looking at the highly satisfactory termination of this initiatory ploughing
meeting, we cannot but congratulate
the association upon their successful
commencement of a work so much
calculated to promote the progress
of agriculture in this district.

* Sir George Bowen.

A meeting of the Control
Committee of the East Moreton
Farmers’ Association was to have
been held on Saturday afternoon,
for the purpose of receiving the reports of the various sub-committees
appointed to arrange details in connection with the approaching exhibition; but, as no such reports were
forthcoming, the meeting lapsed.
Some members of the sub-committee in connection with the proposed ploughing-match were, however, present, and gave information
to the effect that His Worship the
Mayor and Messrs Paine and Dart
had been appointed a deputation to
wait on tradesmen and others likely
to be beneﬁted by, or interested in,
the match, and solicit subscriptions
for the prize fund, which, it is anticipated, will reach a very handsome ﬁgure. It has been decided that
the match shall come off in Sir M.
C. O’Conncll’s grounds, Bowen
Bridge-road, a portion of which has
been kindly placed at the disposal of
the Association for that purpose.
The match, which, is to take
place on the 23rd instant (the day after the Show), will be between pairhorse teams, swing or wheel plough;
and two prizes will be offered. It is
contemplated, if sufﬁcient funds can
be raised, to offer prizes also for the
best pair of plough horses and the
best ploughing turn-out exhibited.

The Brisbane Courier: 24 July 1869
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THE GRANGE
From Swamps to Rose
Gardens. But a comparatively short
time ago The Grange was chieﬂy
represented by a red-lettered name on
a map. To-day it ranks as one of the
most desirable suburbs in Brisbane,
with beautiful homes surrounded by
trim lawns and rose gardens.
Three-quarters of a century
ago The Grange area was guarded
by thick scrub, and the route of the
present tramline between Lutwyche
and the Valley was impassable owing
to swamps and bogs. To-day, thanks
to The Grange extension, the traveller may encompass the distance in
less than half an hour.
One who wanders abroad
through the many beautiful suburbs
of Brisbane is apt to exclaim, as he
comes on a new sight, a new view,
or new vista, Surely this is the best in
the metropolitan area. But if he is a
citizen of discretion his exclamation
is to himself alone, for to broadcast
means argument with the residents
of other districts, or, still worse, to be
confronted with an earlier expressed
opinion on the superlativeness of the
beauties of some other suburb which
on some other occasion aroused enthusiasm.
For the moment, however,
superlatives may be expended on
The Grange, for until a comparatively short time ago. It was chieﬂy
represented by a red-lettered name
on the map. The very name suggested romance - an ancient moated
house, - surrounded by a rookery, in
which the cawing birds jostle with
great hubbub as the sun goes down.
And in truth in some such way the
district earned its name, and perhaps
with not less romance, but romance
screened more from the public eye.
The Grange proper is an
area of some 50 acres only, on which
stood The Grange Tannery and
Felmongery, which was run by Alderson and Sons, of Sydney, and lat-

er by T. K. Peate, who resided on the
property. Mr Peate called his house
The Grange. The spot is no longer
marked, however; the house has disappeared before the oncoming army
of occupiers of modern premises, but
the tannery still stands, and though in
half-ruined condition it still is a centre of business activity. If one crosses that part of The Grange paddock
that still remains open country, or if
one walks down Chermside-street,
the tannery can be seen, nestling in
a hollow, its roof in disrepair and the
bush again trying to overcome the
work of man. But man still holds that
for which he has use, and the tannery
is not so much a derelict as a ﬁrst
glance would convey. Across Kedron
Brook is a woolscour, and beyond
that more signs of modern industry,
all hemmed in by rolling, tree clad
hills. To the left of the old tannery
are the remains of a dam that held
up the waters in the days when the
consumption was great at the works,
but since then a large portion of the
earthwork has been washed away,
and cooling swims in the 20ft of water that it held up over a long stretch
of valley are things to be recollected
and talked of only by the boys of that
day, who are now ap- proaching the
years of middle age. But they dream,
too; and one of their dreams is that
the dam may retain some the waters
accumulated; not, however, for industrial purposes, but to form an ornamental lake with boats upon it and
water lilies, and, may be, swans, both
black and white. Then, to complete
the scheme, the hill that rises from
the other side of the valley would
have to be acquired as a public park.
Such things must wait till the coming of the ideal municipal authority.
A difﬁcult thing to deﬁne, that ideal
municipal authority. The nearest one
can come to it is that it should ﬁnd
the interest of each district its paramount interest; and as the interest of

each district is mainly self-centred
it would seem that the only road to
winning satisfaction to itself is that
the municipal authority shall to itself
be true.
But if one happened to be
crossing The Grange paddock when
these thoughts entered the mind it
were better to dismiss them for the
time and to look around at the local
sites. It is said that there is ever a
breeze on the top of The Grange
Heights. Cooling breezes they are,
too for a lady living there for a while
took, over a period, careful note of
readings of her thermometer, as the
result of which she was able to declare that it was the coolest spot in
Brisbane. Yet with out that one felt
inclined to ask that some kind genie
should immediately place a dwelling-house that the view might be
accessible for ever. That, however,
would interrupt the continued exploration of the district; and there was
more to be seen, particularly in the
gardens.

Dwellers in The Grange
seem to take particular interest in
their gardens. Helped by the fact that
blue couch grass is indigenous, there
are plenty of beautiful lawns, and as
good example is followed in the area
the majority of owners seem to vie
with each other in seeing that they
are well kept, their borders nicely
trimmed, the rose trees, fan-palms,
and all the plants that are catalogued
by the horticultural experts established in neatly-ﬁtting homes and
carefully tended.
The business section of The
Grange, is situated at the terminus
of the tramline in Day’s Road. So
The Grange is a little earthly paradise, but yet one in which much remains to be done. One wonders why
the bitumen surface of The Grangeroad stops so abruptly, when it is and
might be a very important thoroughfare, while a road which serves no
equal public importance has been
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treated with bitumen throughout its
length. Perhaps this is because the
ideal municipality has not yet materialised. But speculation, again, is
idle while there is yet more to see.
Although The Grange proper is or was just one paddock, those
clustered near it are considered as
part of the district. The way to The
Grange, as everybody knows, is by
the tram car, which turns into Kingstreet (Maygar) from the Lutwyche-road. Travelling this way one is
very soon level with Eildon Hill, the
whole of which, about 150 acres in
extent, was at one time owned by the
Rev. George Wight, whose house,
Eildon House, stood on the site now
occupied by the Wilson Ophthalmic
Hospital. On this estate Mr. Wight
erected the ﬁrst Congregational
Church in the district, which, when
it became more settled, was moved
to the site in the Lutwyche-road on
which the present Congregational
Church stands (now removed). Mr
Wight sold the Eildon Hill Estate
to a syndicate for subdivision. This
syndicate built a look-out tower, 30
or 40ft. high, on the summit of the
hill, from which ﬁne views of the
surrounding country were to he seen,
and which formed quite an attraction
to visitors, with no doubt compensating advantages for the outlay to
the syndicate, for to-day the estate is
closely built on.
As the ﬁrst step towards
this end the syndicate let a contract
for clearing the ground of trees and
scrub. As one would expect, the
contractor was a man, but, contrary
to usual procedure, he, so tradition
has it, left all the work of clearing,
felling, and stumping to his wife
and children, reserving to himself
the duty of collecting payment. The
summit of the hill, as everybody can
see for himself from miles around, is
being converted into a reservoir, l8
acres having been acquired for that
purpose by the late Water Supply
and Sewerage Board. Farther up on
the same side of the tram track is the
Wilston Estate, which is considered
as part of The Grange area. The late
Windsor Council purchased several

acres of this, on which they built tennis courts and planted shade trees.
This they named Inglis Park, after
Alderman Inglis, who represented
the district at that time. It was found,
later, however, that the portion of
the ground set aside as a children’s
sports ground (Grange children attend the Wilston State School) was
not suitable for that purpose, and it
was sold, and the money devoted to
the purchase of a portion of O’Connor’s paddock, on the other side of
Day’s-road, which is now devoted to
park purposes. Other original paddocks cut up and embodied in the
area are the Day Park Estate, originally the residence of the late Mr W.
H. Day, P.M.; the Gilbert paddock,
originally the residence of William
Gilbert, whose name is perpetuated
by Gilbert-road; Mr Richard Billington’s estate, afterwards known as the
Pinnacle Estate; the Co-operative
Butchering Company’s paddock,
and opposite to it, on the left-hand
side, just before reaching the tram
terminus, Massey’s paddock.
On this ground Massey and
his sons carried on the trade of brickmaking. They were hand-made sand
stock bricks - that is, they left their
bricks in the sun to dry before kilning them. But what strikes one when
looking over the paddock at this day
is what a little impress all this industry of the Masseys made on their
own locality. They spent their days
in their paddock making bricks, and
now it is covered with wooden houses. When the tram car reaches this
spot, with Massey’s paddock to the
left and the ex-Co-operative Butchering company’s property, which
was conducted by the late Mr J. A.
Buchanan and Mr Thomas Mooney,
on the right, the terminus is also
reached. Here are situated some
bright and busy shops.
Going back 61 years, one
ﬁnds that Windsor, which embraces
The Grange, was part of the area
under the control of the original
Ithaca Divisional Board; then in
1887 Windsor was incorporated as a
shire, and in 1904 it became a town.
In those days The Grange area was

far from the centre of the town, for
the only facility to reach it was the
Enoggera railway line.
First to be established was
a line of buses from The Grange
to the Valley run by Messrs Boon
Brothers via Kedron Brook-road.
Then a joint service was run by this
enterprising ﬁrm and the Brisbane
Tramways Trust and ﬁnally the Trust
took over sole control. When the
establishment of the tram line was
mooted there was conﬂict of opinion
with the Railway Commissioner and
divided opinion amongst the residents as to the best route.

Opening of Tram Service

One section stoutly advocated the route that was ﬁnally decided
upon through King street but a larger
section fought hard for the Kedron
Brook-road route. The building of
the line which incidentally caused
considerable street improvement
over its route was completed on June
30, 1928 at a cost of £23,104. There
are those in The Grange area who
still feel some bitterness at the way
things turned out but the line is now
laid down for good and they can look
only in other directions to improve
their beautiful suburb by making it
more accessible. And one of these
is to continue the bitumenisation of
The Grange-road from the tram terminus to Blackall Bridge thence to
Stafford-on-Kedron to Webb’s Store
on the corner of Happy Valley-road
and to strike the Redcliffe-road between Chermside and Aspley. It is
already a main arterial road and if its
surface were made good it could carry all the motor trafﬁc between the
north- western suburbs and Redcliffe
and the speeding passengers would
reap the advantage as they passed
of getting a ﬂeeting glimpse of the
charming suburb of The Grange.
The Brisbane Courier: 28 June 1930.
This text has been corrected for mistakes.
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PHOTO PAGE

Photos middle and lower
of the Grange Explosion
courtesy of the Brisbane
City Council.

ABOVE: The 1908 Summer Olympics
were held in London. There was quite a
bit of excitement around the world and
even in Brisbane.
This photo shows a marathon
being run outbound on Gympie Road,
Kedron. The runners are being accompanied by ofﬁcials in a car with other
runners in the distance and a large party
of supporters on bicycles following the
leaders.
The Kedron Park Hotel can be
seen in the distance and local spectators
in the fashions of the day are watching
from approximately Swan Street.
(Approximately Amelia Park now.)
ABOVE and RIGHT: In the February
2017 issue of the JOURNAL Volume 29
No. 1, we featured a story of the Grange
Explosion where a grocery store on the
corner of Days Road and Paling Street
spectacularly exploded. It occurred on 30
January 1973.
These photos of 12 and 19 Days
Road have become available showing the
extensive damage caused by the explosion. The newsagent said that he thought
it was the end of the world. Everything
shook and he was thrown off his chair.
He ran to the front of his shop and he
found his wife lying on the ﬂoor, cut on
the neck with blood everywhere.
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Moreton Bay Courier: 16 January 1847.

ing collector cards, penny tokens,
overprinted stamps etc.. The cards
depicted Indian and Colonial Service, Sports and Pastimes as well as
Natural History depicting animals.
He once tried to get Charles Dickens to put his advertisements in his
magazines.
There were very many ointments for sale. Many included lard,
beef fat, beeswax, petroleum jelly and
soft parafﬁn. Some included traces
of mercury, lead and iron. It seems
that Professor Holloway’s ointment
consisted mainly of beeswax and
lanolin. The ointment was claimed

Australian Penny Token

tism and swellings. It reduced all
pain and restored circulation. Piles
and ﬁstulas were relieved with diligent use and impruiences of youth
(whatever they are) were effectually
cured by the joint agency of both
pills and ointment.
Holloway continued advertising in many countries and in foreign languages and made a fortune.
He bought a Georgian House, Sunninghill in Berkshire. He died there
in 1883 of congestion of the lungs.
Surely he should have used some
of his ointment and taken some of
his pills! In 1969 the house became
the home of John Lennon and Yoko
Ono.
With his vast wealth, he
became known as a philanthropist
funding the Holloway Sanatorium in
Surrey and the Royal Holloway College at the University of London. His
family continued his benefactions.
The brand was sold to Beechams Pills in 1930.

Researched by David Teague.

What were the ingredients
of these marvellous pills? It seems
that aloes, ginger and soap were the
source of this magic.
Thomas Holloway was
born in Devonport, Devon, in 1800.
In 1836 he set up business in London
as a foreign and commercial agent
where he came in contact with Italian general purpose ointments. He
decided to make his own and soon
added pills to the stable. His key to
success was the heavy use of newspaper advertisements. His products
spread to the United States and Australia. They were advertised heavily on the Victorian goldﬁelds and
in Northern Queensland. All sorts
of promotions were used includ-

erysepelas = red skin disease; scrofula = swelling of lymph nodes; tic douloureux = severe stabbing pain of face.

As early as 1847, advertisements appeared in the Moreton Bay
Courier extolling the virtues of Holloway’s Pills. It was claimed to be
a remedy for ague, asthma, bilious
complaints, blotches on the skin,
bowel complaints, colics, constipation of bowels, consumption, debility, dropsy, dysentery, erysipelas,
female irrregularities, fevers of all
kinds, ﬁts, gout, headaches, indigestion, inﬂammation, jaundice, liver
complaints, lumbago, piles, rheumatism, retention of urine, sore throats,
scrofula or King’s Evil, stone and
gravel, secondary complaints, tic
douloureux, tumours, ulcers, venereal afﬂictions, worms, weakness
from whatever cause &c., &c

Earlier article: August 2014: Volume 26 No. 3.

HOLLOWAY’S

to cure asthma and bronchitis, sore
throats, colds and chest complaints.
It also cured bad legs and
bad breasts. It was regularly prescribed for sores and ulcers and was
especially recommended for sailors,
soldiers, emigrants and miners. It
was also recommended for rheuma-

Page Fourteen - Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society Inc. -JOURNAL - MAY 2020

WAR GAMES - 1895
Military Manoeuvres.
Attack on Brisbane.
Sham Fight Near Eildon Hill.

A more glorious day for a
military outing than Saturday could
not have been desired, and from that
point of view, if from no other, the
ﬁeld manoeuvres conducted between
Wilston and Eildon Hills were successful. It came rather as a surprise
a fortnight ago when orders were issued from the headquarters Q.D.F.
that the whole of the troops in the
southern metropolitan division were
to be called out on July 6 for the purpose of taking part in a sham ﬁght.
It was pointed out at the time that it
was unwise to have a large military
display on the same day as the hospital sports. That the inference was a
correct one is borne out by the fact
that all told, both attacking and defending forces only mustered 370
strong. A considerable amount of interest was taken in the event, and the
public mustered in force on Eildon
Hill to witness the mimic battle.
The various branches of the
force assembled at the drill grounds
laid down in the orders as the rendezvous, and having formed up in
marching order, proceeded by the
shortest route to the selected spot,
martial ardour being inspired by the
roll of drum mid trumpet’s blare.
Marching was most unpleasant, the
dust rising in clouds and enveloping
the men in a haze of throat-choking
dust, bringing to mind Pope’s lines,
Swift march the Greeks; the rapid
dust around
Darkening arises from the labour’d
ground,
Shortly after 4 o’clock the
whole of the forces were on the
ground, and when the parade states
were handed in it was found that all
told 370 ofﬁcers, noncommissioned
ofﬁcers, and men were in attendance.
The following ofﬁcers of the Head-

quarters Staff were present: Colonel
Howell Gunter, Commandant, chief
umpire; Lieutenant-colonel J. S. Lyster, assistant adjutant-general; Major
P. Ricardo, S.O.M.I., umpire attacking force; Major J. F. Robertson, I.S
O., and Major J. J. Byron, A.S.O.,
umpires defending force; Lieutenant
D. P. White, Permanent Force, ﬁeld
aide-de-camp; Staff veterinary Surgeon, J. Irvine; and Hon. Lieutenant
A. W. Peyton, quartermaster.

The defending force was
under the command of Lieutenantcolonel Gartside, and comprised
the following: — Brisbane Field
Artillery (four guns), under Major
Foxton. No. 1 Company, Moreton
Mounted Infantry, Captain Bradshaw-Barker in command. Brisbane
Garrison Battery, in charge of Major
Boyd. Brisbane Engineers, submarine mining section, under Captain
Hutchison. Moreton Regiment (ﬁve
companies), under the command
of Major Green. Ambulance Corps
(Brisbane detachment), Captain
Dr Booth in command. Volunteers
(three companies formed in one battalion), under Colonel Thynne, Major Lyons, and Captain and Adjutant
Byrne were also present. Attached to
the defence was a small corps of signallers under Captain W. A. D. Bell,
M.I. One section was stationed on
Eildon Hill, from which a good view

of the whole plain was obtainable,
and the other on Wilston Hill beside
the artillery and reserves. The work
done was useful and interesting. The
movements of the approaching enemy being more easily seen from
Eildon Hill were at once signalled
to the artillery, who were thus kept
acquainted with the advance of the
attack. The attacking force consisted
of a contingent of No. 2 Company
Moreton Mounted Infantry, under
Captain Spencer Browne, which
was to be so disposed as to represent 1,900 men. They rode out and
formed up in the vicinity of the Stafford Road. The theatre of operations
was restricted to the ground between
the following boundaries : — North,
Stafford Road; south, Newmarket
Road; east, Bowen Bridge and Gympie Road; and west, Kedron Brook
Road.
At 4.30 o’clock sharp a
gun ﬁred by the Field Battery gave
the signal for operations to commence. At once all was activity, and
the buglers were busy sounding the
“Alert,” the “Advance,” &c.,
Scouts from No. 1 Mounted
Infantry (distinguished from the attacking force by wearing hats, the
enemy having on caps) were at once
sent by the defenders, up Silcock’s
(Webster) Road and down past the
brickﬁelds in front of Eildon Hill
towards Kedron Brook. They were
not long in returning and reporting
that the advance guard of an enemy,
which had effected a lauding in the
vicinity of Sandgate, was marching
in a southerly direction between Silcock’s Road and the Gympie Road,
apparently with the object of attacking the city. Major Green lost no time
in advancing the force under his command down the ﬂat below Wilston
Hill. He rapidly extended his men
until they covered the ground from
Silcock’s road to a bridge on the
Road leading eastward past the foot
of Eildon Hill. This formed the left
ﬂank of the defence. The Volunteers
under Major Lyons were extended in
a similar manner, their extreme right
being on the east shoulder of Eildon
Hill, while their left was contiguous
to Major Green’s right. The Moreton
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The ﬁrst signal that the enemy
had been sighted was the thunder of
the ﬁeld battery’s guns opening ﬁre.
The enemy were advancing rapidly.
First they sent a small contingent
down past the slaughteryards and
tannery towards the Lutwyche end
of the Kedron Brook. This was done
as a feint to induce the defenders to
suppose the attack was coming in
that direction, but no surprise was
effected, the invaders being turned
by a few volleys from a section on
the extreme right ﬂank of the volunteers. This contingent of the enemy then passed westwards, via
Kedron Brook, and joined the main
body near Silcock’s Road. When
the attacking force got to Blackall
bridge they were met with a decided check, the thoroughfare having
been blocked by the bridge having
been blown up (in imagination) by
the Engineers. This sent them westward to ﬁnd a crossing. When Major
Green sighted the enemy, he opened
vigorous volley ﬁring by sections,
and retired gradually, keeping up an
effective fusillade all the time, till
he reached the reserve, where reinforcements were waiting. The guns
on the hill all this time belched forth
their murderous shell on the advancing foe. The volunteers remained
watching till the enemy were well
within range, and then changing
front half - left, went forward in
attacking formation through thick
cover. When they reached the dip
in the Road where the right of the

Moreton Regiment had rested they
commenced their attack and poured
volleys by sections into the enemy,
and kept advancing. Front was again
changed half-right, bringing the Volunteers parallel with Silcock’s Road,
and when that Road was reached
they were face to face with the opposing force. The cease ﬁre was at
this interesting point sounded, and
the battle was over. The bugler then
sounded the assemble upon which all
the forces were called in and formed
up in their proper places according
to prior arrangements. The various
branches were formed up in quartercolumn, and word was sent round
that there was to be a march past.
The commandant took up a good position on the ﬂat. The Volunteer Brigade Band was stationed opposite
the saluting point, and played as the
force marched past. Considering that
this movement was made on rough
ground, and in the moonlight, it was
admirably carried out. This over, the
mounted ofﬁcers were sent for by
the commandant, and he expressed
to them his satisfaction at the way
the different corps had carried put
their duties. He promised his report
at an early date. Expressing regret at
such a small muster, he stated that
had he anticipated such a very poor
turn out he would have simpliﬁed
the proceedings.
While the march past was
proceeding the quartermasters and

their assistants were busy preparing
for the bivouac. Eight huge ﬁres had
been lighted and steaming kettles of
tea were singing away waiting for the
tired men to come and be refreshed,
and both ofﬁcers and men were glad
when the order came to march each
regiment to its allotted camping
ground, pile arms, and have tea. This
movement was carried out with remarkable alacrity. Haversacks were
opened, pannikins unslung, and a
strong attack made on a hearty meal.
Then a pleasant hour was spent in
smoking, singing, and chatting,
while here and there little groups of
ofﬁcers and men might be seen ﬁghting their battles over again. It was a
beautiful night. The moon hung like
a silver ball in a topaz sky. Everything outside the lines was peaceful and quiet. A few of the residents
came down to watch the fun. The
commandant and staff rode round
the various lines and saw that all
were enjoying themselves. At 8
o’clock the assemble sounded and
the regiments formed up on the ﬁat
in quarter column. The order was
then “ into line of quarter columns,”
after which came move in fours from
the left. The Volunteer Brigade Band
headed the column and with the
Headquarters Band in the centre the
troops marched back to Brisbane,
where they were dismissed shortly
after half-past 9 o’clock.

For another article see November 2015 - Voume 27 No. 4.

Regiment advanced to the Road and
took up a strong position under good
cover. There they lay entrenched
waiting for an opportunity to attack
the enemy. The volunteers were well
placed. The reserve, consisting of the
Brisbane Field and Garrison Batteries, was stationed on the north-eastern brow of Wilston Hill.

Telegraph: 8 July 1895
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ILLUSIONS

Bird or bunny?

Which is orange dot is larger!

Above and below:
Which is larger?

Look for circles!
Pretty woman or
Old Hag?
Golden goblet or
two old men?
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COMPLAINTS
The Slaughter-Yards on
Kedron Brook.

A certain amount of complaint having been recently made
respecting the nuisance created by
the slaughter yards at Kedron Brook,
a representative of this journal has
visited the locality with a view to ascertain the facts in connection with
the matter, and we give the results
of his observations. The complaints
are two fold. In the ﬁrst place it is alleged that the stench from the yards
is most offensive to residents in the
neighbourhood, and, secondly, statements are made that the waters of
the creek itself are rendered impure
and disgusting everywhere below the
yards, owing to waste matters from
them draining into its channel.
The ﬁrst place visited was
the tannery and fellmongering establishment of Messrs J. and G. Harris, which is situated on the bank of
the creek higher up than any of the
slaughter yards. It is separated from
the yards of the Co-operative Butchering Company by the road by which
it was approached on this occasion.
(later Grange Road) There was little breeze stirring at the time, and
the weather was somewhat inclined
to moisture. What wind there was
blew nearly across the road from the
slaughter yards and towards the tannery. No bad smell was perceived,
consequently, until the places were
close at hand, and what there was
came entirely from the butchering establishment. Application was
made for permission to go through
the various departments of the tannery and fellmongering establishment, but, our representative stating
his business, the manager expressed
himself as not feeling at liberty to
accord the desired permission in the
absence of an order from Mr Harris. In reply to a question, however,
he stated that the waste water from

the fellmongery was ﬁltered in its
passage back to the creek. From
the position of the works it was obvious that all the surface drainage
must ﬁnd its way into the creek with
every rainfall. No unpleasant odour
was noticed as proceeding from this
establishment, and viewed from the
bridge (Blackall Bridge) which carries the road over the creek at a point
below the place and between it and
the slaughter yards, the water of the
creek did not appear materially affected.
The Co-operative Company’s ground was next visited, and in
the absence of the manager no person
present cared to take the responsibility of giving permission to inspect the
premises. From the point to which
our representative had penetrated,
however, a comprehensive glance at
all important points was obtainable.
The ground dips pretty steeply from
the yards and other buildings directly
into the creek. The structures, in fact,
are on the brink of a highest bank
with the creek immediately below A
quantity of hides or sheepskins hung
upon the yard fences, and a range of
boiling down vats or pots occupied
part of the space. On the slope of the
bank, dipping into the creek, a considerable deposit of apparently fetid
matter was perceived, as well as

Typical local
slaughteryard

heaps of bones. The stench was
overpowering. As far as could be
observed every sort of refuse must
ﬁnd its way into the creek, and there
appeared to be no provision of any
kind for deodorising or saving such
matters. Quantities of pigs roamed
about among the offal and ﬁlth
Next to the Co-operative
Co.’s ground, and within sight of
the yards, is a section lower down
the creek, and owned by Mr Day,
who has his residence there. Passing
through that paddock, the creek bed
was reached, and on the opposite side
another slaughtering establishment,
belonging to Mr Blanc, of the Valley,
was perceived on a knoll, overhanging the creek. Bones, &c., were noticed there also on the slope between
the yards and the creek. Somewhat
lower down are two butchers’ establishments, facing each other on
opposite sides of the creek, belonging respectively to Messrs Jost and
Ramsay. The condition of each of
these appeared, as viewed from the
creek bed, to be in every respect
similar to those higher up. The creek
itself is included in extensive enclosures for pigs, which were seen in
some instances with garbage in their

Page Eighteen - Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society Inc. -JOURNAL - MAY 2020

Kedron Brook

mouths, and which had converted
sundry pools in the creek bed but not
connected with its stream at present,
into unpleasant and muddy puddles.
With respect to the water in
the creek itself, which was observed
at various places from the fellmongery down to the last-mentioned
spot, it is by no means so bad in appearance as has been represented
in various letters which have been
published. It was expected to ﬁnd it
a fetid stream, reeking with impurities, and bearing on its surface an offensive scum. So far as appearances
go, the brook when visited was not
so bad as this.
The stream has a considerable current, in fact, which prevents
much accumulation of matter. It is
fairly pellucid; when scooped up
in the hand or running over shallows appearing quite clear. A small
quantity contained in the hand has
no appreciable smell, nor did the
main stream itself on the day when
visited, appear to give off any odour.
At the same time, wherever an eddy
exists there are appearances of slimy
deposits, and on the surface of the
larger and stiller pools there is a noticeable scum. It appears possible,
therefore, that on days when the
sun’s rays reach the water unpleas-

ant exhalations may arise from it. It
is also perfectly evident that the congregation of no less than ﬁve large
establishments, each discharging
quantities of putrid matter and refuse
directly upon the slopes of the creek
must render the water unwholesome in every part of the course of
the stream below their sites. As regards the yards and other parts of the
butchering places, there is not the
slightest question that most days of
the year they must spread a frightful stench over the whole neighbourhood. In no case was there the least
appearance of any measures having
been taken either to prevent refuse
from directly reaching the creek, or
to moderate the natural offensiveness arising from the pots or from the
heaps of bones stacked about, and
the hides of the slaughtered beasts.
The last were in every case simply
hung on the fences, so that the evil
smell from them was disseminated
to the utmost. In every case the creek
bed was utilised as a run for herds
of swine, and everything appeared to
be got rid of by gravitation to its waters.
A good deal of expense has
been gone to in sheds and fencing
at most of the butchering establishments. Mr Day’s residence was the
only one perceived in the immediate

vicinity of the yards, with the exception of the cottages of employees,
but in hot weather, when any breeze
is blowing, the stench from so many
yards, all worked on the rudest want
of system for diminishing their offensiveness, must make itself felt
at great distances. The aspect of the
country in the vicinity is very pleasing, being broken into numerous
eminences, ridges, and knolls, alternating with ﬂats near the creek, and
intersected by occasional minor watercourses.
Although heavily timbered,
its general outlines could be fairly
perceived, and as there is a good
road all the way from Brisbane, there
can be little doubt that it would be in
considerable request for villa sites,
but for the nuisance created by the
numerous slaughter-yards. Most of
these, in fact, occupy what would be
very charming sites for residences,
ifthey are situated on knolls or slopes
overhanging the brook, chosen apparently or the advantage of quickly
getting rid of ﬂuid refuse, and of
solid also in wet weather. Were a
little clearing done, this would be
as attractive a suburb as any around
Brisbane, except for the existing
drawback which the presence of the
yards creates.

The Brisbane Courier: 30 March 1876
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TRAM LINES
During the past few years in
the JOURNAL there have been several articles about local tram lines.
Volume 29 No. 1 - February 2017
Volume 29 No. 2 - May 2017
Volume 30 No. 2 - May 2018
Volume 31 No. 4 - November 2019
This is a summary of some
of the developments in the local
area.
1885: Standard gauge horse trams
started in Brisbane. One line ran
from Victoria Bridge to Exhibition.
1897: Electric trams were introduced.
1898: Electric line to Bowen Bridge
opened.
1914: 3 September - line extended to
Windsor Council Chambers.
1914: 5 December - line extended
from Windsor Council Chambers to
Kedron Park.
1925: Extension line from Kedron
Bridge to Lutwyche Cemetery
opened with single tram 53 on separate line.
1927: With opening of new Kedron
Bridge, the line at Kedron Park was
joined to the Cemetery extension.
1928: Grange line from Maygar
Street opened along Days Road to
Grange Road junction.
1929: Kalinga extension opened
from Kedron Park to Shaw Road.
1940: Bridge over Exhibition railway lines on Bowen Bridge Road
opened.
1940: Extension from Bradshaw
Street, Lutwyche, through Gordon
Park to Stafford at Stafford Road at
Gamelin Crescent junction.
1942: First conductresses on trams.
Last ﬁnished in 1946.
1947: Line opened from Lutwyche
Cemetery to Gympie Road Chermside at Hamilton Road junction.
1962: Fire destroyed Paddington
Tram Depot.
1962: Buses replaced trams on closed
Kalinga line.
1969: Last trams.

Tram jumps rails, hits
car, dashes into park.

A derailed runaway tram
smashed into a car, jumped a gutter
and footpath, and ran into a small
park at Lutwyche at 5.50 pm yesterday. The tram, one of the old ‘dreadnought’ types, had six passengers on
board. None was injured. But the car
driver, Albert Rosen, 51, married, of
McLennan, Street, Albion was taken
to the General Hospital with fractured ribs, probable internal injuries,
and lacerations to the face and right
elbow.

Late last night Rosen was
dangerously ill. His wife, Eileen, 48,
received an injury to the right hip
and facial lacerations. Police were
told that the tram, bound for Paddington Depot, jumped the tracks in
Lutwyche Road at the set of points
opposite the Grange tramline turnoff,
at stop 19. The tram careered across
to the right, smashed into the oncoming car, and ﬂung it against the kerb.
The tram then ran across the footpath into the park. The tram driver,
Mr E.A. Shum, said: ‘I don’t know
what happened — she just jumped
the rails.’
The Courier-Mail: 19 December 1953.

New Trams
Defended
By Manager

Since tram cars of the new
‘400’ type have been in operation they
have carried more than 1,000,000
passengers and have covered nearly
100,000 miles. They have had their
share of accidents, but none has been
due to a passenger not being seen by
the conductor at the front or rear entrance. These points were made by
the general manager of the tramways

department (Mr S. L. Quinn) in a reply to criticism by aldermen and the
Tramways union.
Mr Quinn said that it was
felt that the new tram cars should
provide facilities for loading and unloading which would reduce time at
stops to a minimum. What this really
meant could be properly appreciated
only when it was considered that a
tram running from, say, Moorooka
to Clayﬁeld might make 78 stops.
If on the average the time at stops
could be reduced by ﬁve seconds, by
improved ingress and egress facilities, the journey period was cut by
six and a half minutes and the delay,
to road vehicles following tram cars
was reduced by several seconds,
probably at almost every stop. The
present type of drop-centre car was
not altogether satisfactory in this respect.
Generally speaking, the new
type of tram had been an unqualiﬁed success, continued Mr Quinn.
He had been requested on several
occasions to provide a mirror in the
driver’s cabin and in the opening in
the front bulkhead, to make the motorman responsible for the safety of
passengers entering or leaving by
the rear entrance, but he considered
this impracticable and unfair. Under
present conditions, with trafﬁc and
signal lights, the motorman had sufﬁcient responsibility in operating the
vehicle.
Absence of accidents indicated that the conductors were doing
their work satisfactorily, and he had
no doubt that they would continue
to do so. It was admitted that this
type of car required more vigilance
by conductor than the drop-centre
type, but he felt sure that the staff
would adapt itself as more of the
cars went into service. Closure of
the rear door of the new car undoubtedly would defeat, to a great extent,
the objective in the present design,
and would tend to retard the speed
of trafﬁc. Brisbane’s new car provided a higher percentage of seated to
standing passengers than any other
modern Australian tram car. The ﬁgures were:—Sydney. 56 seated. 134
carrying capacity: Melbourne, 52
(149); Adelaide, 60 (166): Brisbane,
64 (110).
The Courier-Mail: 25 May 1939.
(You may remember that twin convex
mirrors were added later.)
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