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JIM McKENZIE
Jim McKenzie leaned across 

the counter and looked keenly at the 
speaker. “Oh,” he said, “ye dinna ken 
what yer speakin’ aboot. It’s a grand 
country for the mon who is willing 
to work.”

That was just the sort of 
remark one would expect from a 
man like Jim McKenzie. On many 
occasions, when he was erecting a 
telegraph line from Springsure to 
Tambo, or travelling beyond Boulia 
with his horse teams, he would sit 
around the campfi re at night and 
relate to his listeners how he came 
down the gangway of the old wind-
jammer Castle of Eden at Brisbane 
one morning and before the day was 
out he had been employed to erect a 
home at Breakfast Creek for the late 
Captain Seymour, one time super-
intendent of police. 

That job provided him with 
enough money to embark on other 
adventures, then came the time when 
he purchased two horse waggons, 
and traded with the settlers in the far 
west. Those were exciting days for 
the adventurous young Scotsman. 
Blacks were numerous and treach-
erous, and he had many narrow es-
capes from being attacked by them. 
On one occasion when on the roads, 

he came to a spot where many blacks 
were lying dead, having been shot by 
the Black Police. 

Years later he became a 
leading business man in Blackall. A 
little over 50 years ago he married 
a daughter of Bob Black, a well-
known carrier around Aramac and 
Winton.
Townsville Daily Bulletin: 26 August 1935.

Additional Information:
James McKenzie, according 

to his death certifi cate, was the son of 
Peter McKenzie and Elizabeth Malcolm 
and was born on 16 July 1840, Skeyne, 
Aberdeenshire, and died on 1 March 
1930, 89 years,  and is buried in Black-
all. A James McKenzie left London on 2 
July 1864 on Castle Eden and arrived in 
Moreton Bay on 29 October 1864. James 
lived in Blackall for about 55 years.

He married Catherine Black, 
25 March 1879 (daughter of Robert 
Black and Ann Taylor) who was born 
in Forfar, Scotland,  on 8 August 1860,   
and died in Brisbane, on 14 May 1934.

Their children were Mary Ann 
1880, Elizabeth 1881, James Robert 
1883, Jessie 1885, George 1886, Jane 
1889, Peter 1891 and Ernest William 
1895.

The house that he was employed 
in its construction was Ballymore for 
Police Commissioner David Seymour. 
Many sources erroneously attribute its 
construction for James Campbell who 
was a later owner.

James McKenzie’s Store
in Blackall, c1880s

Ballymore House

David 
Seymour
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F.W. THIEL 
Frederick William Thiel, 

better known as F.W. Thiel, the son 
of Frank William Thiel and Henri-
etta Graves was born in Brisbane on 
3 March 1896.

On 17 January 1924, he 
married Veronica Donovan in Bris-
bane. They had a son and a daugh-
ter. 

His father, Frederick senior 
died in Brisbane on 4 July 1932 at 
his home in Annie Street, Albion.  
He was born in Christchurch, New 
Zealand in 1867 and was a senior 
inspector for the Labour Depart-
ment and was due to retire in two 
weeks time at the time of his death. 
He was a founding member of the 
Windsor Bowls Club. 

F.W.jr  became a photogra-
pher early in life and claimed that 
he was the youngest professional 
photographer in the Commonwealth 
at that time. He leaves behind a  
great mass of photographs to sup-
port that. He died on 9 December 
1960..

He had a photographic stu-
dio in Terrica House on the corner 
of Adelaide and Creek Streets, City. 
Unfortunately on 14 June 1932 a 
fi re broke out in the studio in this 
multi-tennanted building. The stu-
dio was a total loss with thousands 
of feet of fi lm, commercial plates 
and plant and equipment were 
totally destroyed.

F.W. was actively chroni-
cling the history of Brisbane City 
during the First World War and he 
published a pictorial book on those 

events.
One of his photographic 

coups was to be the fi rst to photo-
graph Brisbane from the air. While 
the Peace Loan aeroplane, piloted 
by Flight Commander F. R. Smith 
was in Brisbane in 1919, he ar-
ranged to be taken aloft with his 
trusty camera strapped to the super-
structure.

F.W. said that he didn’t real-
ise that Brisbane could look so large 
and beautiful from the air. Thiel 
took the front or observation seat in 

the aircraft and they took off shortly 
after midday on 16 September.

They started from Lytton 
ascending to almost 2000 feet and 
made for the city.  They circled and 
at times F.W. had to stand up in his 
seat while at the same time Com-
mander Smith banked the aircraft.

During the fl ight eight 
plates were exposed and after about 
40 minutes the plane landed back at 
Lytton.

Thiel said that he enjoyed 
the experience of his fi rst fl ight 
and did not feel any nervousness as 
he was absolutely confi dent in the 
ability of Commander Smith whose 
remarkable command of his aero-
plane won general admiration.

When the plates were de-
veloped it was found that they were 
100 per cent successful.

Images taken were pub-
lished in the Brisbane Courier the 
next day and subsequently a booklet 
entitled Brisbane from the Air was 
published. Later in 1924, all the 
photos were again reproduced in 
the Brisbane Centenary book. In 

F.W. Thiel 

1925 he produced further illustrated 
booklets. One was on Windsor fea-
turing photos of Windsor landmarks 
and businesses. These photographs 
have been extensively used by this 
Journal and copies of the booklet 
are in the Windsor Historical So-
ciety’s fi les. This Journal featured 
one of the aerial photographs in 
August 2018 and the story of The 
Peace Loan in the November 2018 
Journal.

 F.W. in the Peace Loan 
  Plane - 1919 - with his  

camera

Brisbane Courier: 6 July 1932.

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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I KNOW YOU’LL 
REMEMBER
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Dear John 
            Street 
     Nomenclature
  Christian Names     
      Predominate
  Seventeen “Johns”

It was stated at Tuesday’s
meeting of the Brisbane City
Council (2 November 1926) that 
there are ten Creek Streets in the 
Brisbane area. A glance through the 
list of streets shows that this is a 
comparatively small tally. There are 
17 John Streets.

Christian names were popu-
lar when the names of Brisbane’s 
streets were chosen. After John, 
George seems to have been most 
favoured, there being 16; then came 
James 15, Arthur 14, Alice 13, and 
Jane 12. These streets are scattered 
over the city and the suburbs that 
go to make up the Greater Brisbane 
area. For instance, there are Alice 
Streets in Brisbane, Albion,
Annerley, Breakfast Creek, Newmar
ket, Coorparoo, Morningside, Pad-
dington, Red Hill, Wilston, Wind-
sor, Toowong, and West End. 

There are Ada Streets at 
Taringa, Paddington, Toowong, 
Wilston, and Windsor. Even Amelia 
is honoured in seven parts of the 
area. Albert Street is an address
in Annerley, Bowen Hills, Coorpa-
roo, Woolloongabba, and other 
parts.
             TWO FIVE WAYS.

Even the Five Ways have 
two addresses, the second one be-
ing at Albion There are eight 1st 
Avenues, but only six 2nd Avenues. 
Little Street has been named in a 
dozen different parts of the city, and 
Short in 15. There are four Main 
Avenues and eight Main Streets.  

The parks lend themselves 

to the naming of streets. There are 
four Park Avenues, six Park Roads,- 
six Park Streets, and one Park 
Parade.

Queen Street is also in An-
nerley, Bulimba, Coorparoo, and 
Jubilee, as well as in Brisbane, and 
there are Railway avenues, parades, 
reserves, roads, streets, and terraces.  

Victoria has given her name 
to 11 streets, and William or Wil-
liams to a dozen. There are nine 
Princess Streets.
           DIVIDED CONTROL.

This multiplication of street 
names must have been very confus-
ing to post men and others whose 
mission it is to find addresses.

The Mayor, when invited 
to say a word about the matter by a 
representative of “The Telegraph” 
said that the repetition of names 
was due to the fact that so many 
local authorities had operated in the 
area in past years. Since the Greater 
Brisbane scheme had come into 
force, the repetition of street names 
had been avoided as much as pos-
sible.
      Telegraph: 4 November 1926.

Street Changes
Since then there have been a 

number of street name changes. Some of 
the suburb boundaries have changed as 
well.
Ada Street, Grange to Meecham 
Alice Street, Windsor to Fosbury 
Alice Street, Albion to Frodsham 
Alice Street, Grange to Ferres
Ann Street, Albion to Storkey

Arthur Street, Windsor to Jessop
Bridge Street, Albion to Hudson Rd
Bruce Street, Lutwyche to Swinburne
Challis Street, Lutwyche to Chalk Lane
Cooper Street, Grange to Blandsford
Creek Street, Windsor to Kidman

Edward Street, Wooloowin to Madden 
Farm Street, Albion to McDonald Road 
First Avenue, Wilston to Antill
First Avenue, Albion to Blackmore 
Fourth Avenue, Wilston to Angliss 
George Street, Albion to Anstey 
George Street, Windsor to Northey 
George Street, Wooloowin to Rawson 
Hill Street, Windsor to Stopford 
Jane Street, Wooloowin to Inwood 
Jane Street, Wilston to Jeffery

Jane Street, Lutwyche to Lucas
John Street, Albion to Bonython
Lillian Street, Grange to Uxbridge
King Street, Windsor to Maygar
Maud Street, Windsor to Cartwright
May Street, Grange to Myrtle
May Street, Wilston to Selheim
May Street, Wilston to Scriven
Old Sandgate Road to Bonney  Av.
O’Mara Street, Lutwyche to Swinburne
Perry Street, Lutwyche to Marita

Rosemount Street, Windsor to Grantson
Russell Street, Wooloowin to Renwick 
Second Avenue, Albion to Hadfield
Second Avenue, Wilston to Hawdon
Short Street, Windsor to Batchelor
Station Street, Wooloowin to Hamley
Swan Street, Windsor to Bowser
Third Avenue, Wilston to Dalrymple
Valley Street, Lutwyche to Damon Rd
Water Street, Windsor to Allom

William Street, Windsor to Gillies
William Street, Lutwyche to Fuller
Wilson Street, Windsor to Lowerson

We have a resource folder 
in our Archive for street name 
changes and origins of the names.  
We would be pleased to receive any 
further information about local 
street names and changes.
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Wilston-Windsor
RSL HALL

 The provision of places 
where ex-servicemen could get 
together would help them to 
overcome the terrible restlessness 
which they would suffer at the 
end of the war, said Ald J.S. Kerr 
(C.M.O.) at yesterday’s meeting 
of the City Council.
 He was speaking on a 
recommendation by the Finance 
Committee to grant a five-year 
lease of the Windsor Council 
Chambers to the Wilston-Wind-
sor sub-branch of the Returned 
Soldiers’ League at a rental of £25 
a year.
 The Lord Mayor (Ald 
Chandler) said that the annual 
value of the property was £75 to 
£100.
 Ald T. Rasey (Lab) said 
that the men who had been 
through the stress of battle 
needed places where they could 
get together. It helped them to get 
back to civilian life.
 The granting of the lease 
was approved.
     Courier-Mail: 27 September 1944.
 The R.S.L. sub-branch 
planned to make it a centre for 
returned soldiers with a bowling 
green, a Memorial Hall, lounge, rest 
rooms and a library.
 The sub-branch undertook 
to maintain the grounds and the hall 
which is one of Brisbane’s land-
marks.
                   HISTORY
 Out of concern for the 
welfare for the returned service-
men from the First World War at 
a conference with representatives 
from Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania and Victoria in 1916, 
it was recommended to form the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Impe-
rial League of Australia. In 1919 a 
Queensland branch was formed.
 On Wednesday night 16 

April 1919 a meeting of returned 
soldiers resident in Wilston, Wind-
sor, Newmarket and Enoggera was 
held in the Wilston School of Arts 
Hall to form a sub-branch of the 
Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ 
Imperial League.
 Sub-branches were formed 
at Wilston, Windsor and Kedron and 
they co-operated in the observance 
of Anzac Day with a combined pro-
cession and service at the Windsor 
War Memorial.
 As with many organisa-
tions - the south-eastern district 
of the R.S.S.I.L.A., did not run 
sweetly and in 1933 a break-away 
body was formed. It was known as 
the Wilston-Windsor Ex-Service-
men’s Association. It seems that 
things calmed down and the groups 
remained affiliated to the state body 
and the south-eastern district was  
re-formed.
 In 1935 there  was an an-
nual reunion of the Kedron and 
Wilston-Windsor Sub-Branches 
held in the Kedron Memorial Hall. 
According to a report in the Cou-
rier-Mail of 19 October 1936, the 
diggers of Kedron and Wilston-
Windsor then had the finest club 
rooms in Queensland. It had a 
lounge, billiard and writing rooms 
under the main hall where the reun-
ions were held. The walls of the bil-
liard room were panelled in walnut 
and the beautifully carved table was 
made of Tasmanian blackwood. The 
floors were polished and the  lounge 
and writing rooms were panelled 
with maple. 
 So by 1944 the Wilston-
Windsor sub-branch wanted a place 
of their own - the Windsor Council 
Chambers.
 
 Today the Windsor and Dis-
tricts’ Historical Society occupies 
the old Windsor Council Chambers 

and has the original Honour Roll 
Board for the Windsor R.S.L.
 Here is a list of the names:-

    Andrew, A.K.
    Banbury, R.M.G.*
    Barnett, N. F.
    Bell, J.H.
    Best, R.
    Baker-Finch, C.
    Baker-Finch, L.A.
    Clements, W.
    Corkhill, D.G.
    Chadwick, I.C.
    Cameron, J.
    Datson, E.J.*
    Datson, R.J.
    Dinely, A.G.
    Draper, L.R.
    Draper, M.L.W.
    Erickson, C.D.
    Floyd, A.C.
    Floyd, A.G.
    Foreman, J.F.
    Gillam, D.W.
    Gillam, K.
    Harvey, R.C.
    Harvey, R.L.
    Hunt, D.E.*
    Lacy, A.J.
    Lacy, C.M.
    Lacy, G.H.
    Mockie, A.N.
    Mockie, R.
    Mead, E.J.T.
    Murphy, R.C.
    Marriott, L.
    McConachie, A.
    McConachie, D.*
    McConachie, J.
    McQuary, K.
    Nordling. R.G.
    Samuel, T.C.
    Shepherd, R.
    Snartt, H.W.
    Tredenick, A.F.
    Undehill, C.H.
    Underhill, J.F.
    Underhill, J.V.
    Yates, E.B.
    Yates, G.H.
    Yates, J.G.

            Lest We Forget.
 * Killed in Action

  

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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Name & Service                   Birth Date                   Birth Place                  Date Enlisted Rank and Other

ANDREW, Adrian Keith
Royal Australian Air Force  29/04/1924 Parramatta  21/05/1942 Leading Aircraftman
BANBURY, Richard Mostyn Graham
Royal Australian Air Force  14/05/1922 Brisbane  20/09/1942 Flight Sergeant
          Died 28/09/1942, El Alamein
BAKER-FINCH, John
Australian Army   09/11/1918 Brisbane  20/11/1939 Sapper
BAKER-FINCH, Clement John 
Australian Army   09/11/1918 Brisbane  20/11/1939 Sapper
BAKER-FINCH, Lawrence Anthony
Royal Australian Air Force   11/10/1922 Brisbane  11/10/1940 Corporal
BELL, Jack Hunter
Royal Australian Air Force  09/07/1919   Brisbane  16/08/1940 Flying Officer
DATSON, Edgar Jack 
Royal Australian Air Force  16 /11/1923 Fremantle  18/07/1942 Warrant Officer
          Died 13/01/1945 524 Squadr
DATSON, Robert James
Royal Australian Air Force  14/03/1926 Brisbane  23/03/1944 Leading Aircraftman
DRAPER, Leslie Richard 
Australian Army   14/06/1909 London, U.K. 12/01/1942 Privatre
DRAPER, Maurice Lewis William
Australian Army   28/12/1919 Brisbane  14/08/1940 Lance Corporal
ERICKSON, Colin Donald  
Australian Army   13/09/1924 Maryborough 02/06/1943 Warrant Officer Class 2
GILLAM, Douglas William
Australian Army   26/11/1918 Clifton  08/05/1940 Gunner - anti tank
GILLAM, Keith Zeglar  
Australian Army   07/03/1921 Clifton  25/06/1940 Private
        23/06/1944
HARVEY, Raymond Cavendish
Australian Army   14/10/1912 Maryborough 25/06.1940 Lieutenant, Prisoner of War
HUNT, Donald Eric
Australian Army   31/03/1923 Bathurst  02/12/1941 Signalman
Royal Australian Air Firce      20/06/1942 Warrant Officer, Died 14/03/1945
MARRIOTT, Leonard Samuel
Royal Australian Air Force  04/01/1926 Brisbane  10/02/1944 Leading Aircraftman
MERCER, Jack Franklin
Royal Australian Air Force  20/10/1924 Sandgate  29/01/1943 Corporal
LACY, Alexander James
Royal Australian Navy  23/10/1924 Brisbane  15/05/1942 Chied AF(O)
LACY, George Albert
Australian Army   12/01/1925 Brisbane  16/01/1925 Private (probably same as below)
Royal Australian Navy  12/06/1927 Brisbane  31/05/1945 Able Seaman
McCONACHIE, Alexander
Royal Australian Navy  06/09/1920 Brisbane  26/08/1940 Signalman
McCONACHIRE, Donald
Royal Australian Air Force  27/06/1912 Nambour  24/05/1940 Flying Officer
          Died 25/03/1942,
McCONACHIE, James  
Australian Army   28/10/1882 Brisbane  29/04/1942 Private
McCONACHIE, James
Royal Australian Air Force  15/07/1916 Brisbane  12/09/1940 Flight Sergeant 
McQUAY, Keith
Royal Australian Navy  09/07/1926 Brisbane  28/09/1944 Stoker 
MEAD, Edward John Trotman
Australian Army   1/04/1921  Brisbane  06/10/1941 Lance Corporal
MURPHY, Robert Cecil
Australian Army   06/04/1920 Brisbane  12/08/1940 Private
NORDLING, Ronald George
Royal Australian Air Force  19/06/1913 Brisbane   09/03/1940 Flight Sergeant
SAMUELS, Thomas Charles
Royal Australian Air Force  31/05/1919 Brisbane   08/05/1941 Flying Officer
SNARTT, Hubert Winkworth 
Royal Australian Air Force  01/09/1917 Kent, U.K.  11/10/1940 Flying Officer
TREDENICK, Allan Francis 
Royal Australian Air Force  22/03/1920 Brisbane  19/07/1940 Warrant Officer
UNDERHILL, Colin Henry
Australian Army   01/10/1919 Brisbane  13/06/1940 Private
UNDERHILL. James Forster
Australian Army   27/11/1892 Jersey  31/12/1941 Also WW1 Soldier
YATES, Edward Broadbent   
Australian Army   23/08/1920 Brisbane  03/11/1941 Lance Corporal
YATES, George Herbert
Australian Army   12/12/1909 Manchester, U.K. 21/10/1939 Sergeant

 Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society - JOURNAL - February 2023 - PAGE SEVEN



 John’s name does not 
appear on the board but in the 
archives search his name came to 
light.
 John Francis McCo-
nachie, son of John McConachie 
and Mary Cosgrove was born in 
Warwick on 23 June 1912. The 
family lived in Watson Street, 
Grange. John Francis McCo-
nachie died on 6 January 1983.
 He was 28 years 6 
months old on his Mobilzation 
Attestment Form signed in 1941 
and was a Public Accountant and 
was a Major in the Port Morseby 
Fortress Signal Section.
 Included in his record 
papers is a recommendation for 
the award of an O.B.E.
 This offi cer has been 
entirely responsible for the or-
ganisation and general supervi-
sion of the Army Air Warning 
and Coast Watching Network. 
The system has been of the ut-
most value in passing advance 
warnings of enemy movements 
of troops, shipping and aircraft 
along the coast line from LAE 
to SAMARAI before Japanese 
occupation until the present 
date.
 Major McCONACHIE 
impressed civil equipment, 
enlisted the air of ex-civilians, 
training infantry personnel 
and organising movement by 
plane, small craft (incl canoes) 

and native carriers. The instal-
lation of this system has called 
for great ingenuity, the over-
coming of enormous diffi cul-
ties and the maintenance of 
enthusiasm over a long period 
of time.

 The value of this system 
cannot be calculated. Innumer-
able instances could be quoted 
of warnings given which have 
meant the saving of shipping, 
aircraft and personnel. Much 
advance information has been 
given of enemy troop move-
ment by sea and the details of 
landings about to be made.
 It can be seen that the 
system built up by Major Mc-
CONACHIE is such that no 
Japanese move can be made 
south of LAE without the Air 
Warning and Coast Watching 
System knowing it and report-
ing same.
 Major McConachie 
was performing his duties of 
GSO NGF at the same time 
as he was organising the Air 
Warning and Coast Watching 

System and the dual responsi-
bilities called for long periods 
of work of an exacting nature.
 John was awarded the 
O.B.E. in 1943 and it was 
presented by the Governor of 
Queensland 20 November 1946.

   Courier-Mail: 12 November 1946.
 It is astounding that in all 
the articles and books about the 
Coast Watchers of New Guinea 
the work in organisation by John 
McConachie doesn’t rate a men-
tion.Researched by D

avid Teague.

 A search has been made at 
the National Archives for the names 
on the board. Not all of them could 
be found at this time and one (Hunt) 
seems to have no immediate connec-
tion on enlistment.   
        Most of the service people on 
this roll enlisted in Brisbane gener-
ally or at local recruitment offi ces.

   John Francis McCONACHIE
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OUT OF STEAM
 A huge problem for Queens-
land Railways was the hill from 
Albion Station to Wooloowin Sta-
tion. Often a pilot or banker engine 
had to be added to the train over 
this section. It was decided that to 
overcome this problem that the line 
had to be lowered and a new station 
constructed. A single switchback 
line on the old elevation was used 
until the new section was opened. 
The opening is covered in the next 
article.
       Telegraph: 3 February 1900
        Train Blockage.
     Serious Predicament.
On Wooloowin Switchback.
 The residents of Wooloowin 
were treated last night to the first 
sensation in connection with the 
temporary switchback railway line
between Albion and Wooloowin.  
 The Ascot train which left 
the Central station at 10 o’clock ar-
rived at Wooloowin in due course;
and the pilot engine having to bring 
up the Sandgate train which follows 
10 minutes later, returned to Albion. 
The signal was given to the Ascot 
train to start, but unfortunately
the engine was not powerful enough 
to take the train over the crown of 

the hill at Wooloowin station, the 
greater portion of the train being 
on the Albion side. Apparently the 
driver had stopped his engine too 
soon on arriving at Wooloowin, and 
therefore when an endeavour was 
made to start, the train lacked the 
necessary impetus. On the brakes 
being taken off, the carriages actu-
ally though slowly, slipped back, 
dragging the engine with them. Two
or three efforts were made to pull 
the train up, but in vain. It had just 
been decided to run back on the 
switchback towards Albion in order 
to gain the necessary momentum to
carry the train past Wooloowin 
when the puffing of engines an-
nounced that the Sandgate train, 
assisted by the pilot engine, was
already on the way up the hill from 
Albion, and soon after, the engine 
light appeared on the crown of the 
hill. For a moment or two the situa-
tion was alarming, and the majority 

of the passengers in the Ascot train 
at once left the carriages. How-
ever, the Ascot engine sounded the 
danger whistle, and the driver of 
the Sandgate train hearing this as he 
appeared over the crown of the hill, 
and realising the situation, at once

stopped his train. The guard 
of the Ascot train went back 
to the other train for help, 
and the engine of the Sand-
gate    train was brought to 
the assistance of the blocked 
train.

 Even then the two engines 
could not carry the train over the 
pinch at Wooloowin, and they were 
compelled to run back some dis-
tance on the switchback in order, 
to gain sufficient way to clear the 
Wooloowin station.
 This operation was suc-
cessful, and the two trains in due 
course proceeded to their respective 
destinations. The delay occasioned
was of about half an hour’s dura-
tion. The matter was reported, and
no doubt an inquiry will be held,
at which special attention will be
directed to the circumstance that 
one train was allowed to enter the 
section whilst another, train was 
still within its limits. Fortunately,
the officials, at Wooloowin, and 
those in charge of the respective 
trains, were men of considerable 
experience, who might he trusted
to avert serious consequences in 
such an emergency.
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WOOLOOWIN
CUTTING

       Wooloowin Cutting.
        Opened for Traffic.
    Extensive Works Nearly
               Completed.
 After use for nearly five 
months the temporary switch-
back line between Albion and 
Wooloowin stations, on the northern 
suburban railway, was closed in 
the early hours of Sunday morning. 
The last down train, to run over the 
line was the 11.20 p.m. train from 
Brisbane to Sandgate. Immediately 
this train had departed from the 
Albion station a gang of nearly 40 
men, under the personal direction 
of Mr W. Atwell, superintendent of 
maintenance, commenced clearing 
the earth from between the sleep-
ers prepara-tory to removing the 
connection between the main and 
temporary lines, and substituting 
a cross-over connection with the 
permanent lines end those in the 
new deviation. The actual breakage 
of connection could not, however be
effected until three up-line trains 
had passed. The last trains from 
Pinkenba and Sandgate ran over the 
switchback before, midnight, and
then there remained but the goods 
train from Gympie, which is due in 
Brisbane at 12.45 a.m.
 Happily, this train was 
up to time, and half an hour after 
midnight it reached the cross-over 
points at the Wooloowin end of the 
switch back. The pilot engine was 
attached for this its last run. All the 
way over the switch back the whis-
tles of both engines were sounding 
unmelodiously, and both made futile 
attempts to imitate the “hip, hip
hurrah “ of everyday crowds. This 
train had barely crossed from the 
switchback, or temporary line, to 
the main line at the Albion station, 
when the navvies fell upon their 
work, and in a few minutes the line,
which has done such good service 

for five months 
was discon-
nected for good 
and all.
 The 
work of cutting 
down the grade 
to the level of 
the new de-
viation involved 
the removal of a large quantity of 
earth as 15 truck loads visible on a 
siding this morning testified. The 
work was vigorously carried on 
through the early hours of yesterday 
morning, until at 6 o’clock the up 
line was sufficiently completed to 
enable the North Coast mail train 
to pass over, and the whole work 
on the crossover connection for 
both lines was completed by 8.30. 
The work of laying the crossover 
connection on the Thorroldtown 
or Wooloowin end of the new 
deviation had been carried out on 
Saturday, leaving a free run for the 
switchback. The work of remov-
ing one of the station buildings and  
lamps from the temporary station 
at Wooloowin to the new platform 
was also carried out early yesterday 
morning. A temporary crossover 
bridge from Bridge street, with 
steps leading down to the new plat-
form, had previously been erected. 

This was connected yesterday by a 
gangway with the bank over which 
the switchback line had passed, thus 
giving temporary access to the new 
station from Railway terrace and 
the upper or Maida Hill side. As at 

present only one half of the island 
platform at Wooloowin is completed 
a short single line section has to be 
worked near the station. The work 
of further cutting down the bank 
even to half way across the switch 
back line was to he commenced this 
morning.
 The second line will he 
laid and the remaining half of the 
island platform at the station will be 
constructed. The foundations for the
new and extensive station buildings 
have been laid with concrete. Ten-
ders for the buildings will be invited 
in a day or two.
 The passengers by trains 
yesterday and today had an opportu-
nity of viewing the extensive char-
acter of the works, the new cutting 
involving as they did the removal of 
nearly 50,000 yards of earth and the 
construction of 3,000 square yards 
of concrete wall work. 

Wooloowin Station 1909

New Wooloowin Station
        Constructed 1900
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RISE OF
WILSTON - 1931
The native of Brisbane 

who returned after an absence of 
20 years would be impressed by 
many changes wrought in the city 
and suburbs. If he had been familiar 
with Wilston he would be amazed to 
find that a village had been trans-
formed into a thriving suburb.

Wilston, like many other 
suburbs of Brisbane, within a few 
short years has emerged out of its 
infancy, but it cannot be said that 
it is, as yet, more than in its youth. 
It is a “rising” suburb, with many 
and great possibilities before it. 
Unlike many other suburbs, it still 
possesses much vacant land, which, 
no doubt, in the near future will 
accommodate many more homes to 
range alongside the beautiful villas 
and pretty little modern cottages 
which distinguish the locality.

As the crow flies it is about 
two and a half miles from the 
General Post Office, and by train 
the three and a half miles to the 
city are covered in a quarter of an 
hour. Wilston, though close to the 
heart of Brisbane, is far removed 
from its noises and its hurry and 
bustle. It has about it the quiet of a 
modern country or provincial town. 
Its beauty is natural. On the south-
ern side is Breakfast or Enoggera 
Creek. From the creek the land rises 
in a gentle sweep to the foot of 
Eildon Hill, on the border of 
Wilston and Windsor and to the 
base of Wilston Hill. On the crest 
of these hills the panoramic view of 
Brisbane is the sweep of a complete 
circle, and in these elevated posi-
tions, on the hottest of days, the 
residents have the benefit of gentle 
summer breezes. In describing a lo-
cality it is not sufficient to describe 
that area alone, but to tell of the dis-
tant prospects. Wilston looks out to 
the west, where the rugged slopes of 
Taylor’s Range are as a background 
to the picture. Wilston’s neighbours 
are Windsor on the east, the newer 
suburb, the Grange to the north, and 
Newmarket to the west.

At present it may be 

described as “the suburb of new 
homes.” That is the result of com-
paratively recent subdivisions of 
old estates, and the general desire 
of dwellers in the suburbs to be as 
close to town as possible. The man 
of average means has found it a 
desirable place to make his home. 
Houses, gardens, lawns, picket 
fences - all are new, and it would 
seem that the community spirit is 
so developed that homemakers vie 
with neighbours to make the best 
showing.

A few old colonial houses 
in the district have stood the test of 
time and remain beautiful. In their 
dignity they have watched the rapid 
increase of modern bungalows, and 
the appearance at frequent intervals 
of more pretentious villas, some of 
which have been built of brick and 
concrete, according to Spanish ideas 
of architecture. Where one man 
has excelled with a red tiled-roof, 
another has succeeded with a dainty 
colour scheme. It all helps to make 
the locality attractive. From what 
has been said, it may be judged that 
a strong sense of civic pride exists; 
it is that spirit that has “made” Wil-
ston. The shopping centre is con-
venient but unobtrusive. The picture 
of Wilston to-day contrasts strongly 
with that of half a century ago, 
when it was merely “bush”- forest 
country, with patches of scrub here 
and there. 

In the early ‘80’s of the 
last century Mr. William Wilson, 
M.L.C., a merchant of Brisbane, 
with whom was associated Mr. A. J. 
Carter, M.L.C., acquired an estate 
of about 300 acres, and built a fine 
old house on the crest of Wilston

Hill. He called the house Wilston,
after his birthplace in England. The
house, which to-day is owned by 
Major A. Wynyard-Joss, was built 
along the liberal lines of the colonist 
days. Its thick brick walls and cedar 
fittings all testify to the plentous-
ness of those spacious times. 
Kanakas worked in maintaining 
roads, and the estate generally had 
a well-ordered appearance, A later 
occupant of Wilston House was
Mr. James Tolson (of the pastoral 
firm of Tolson and Cameron), and it 
was there that he conducted experi-
ments in chilling mutton for export 
from Australia to Great Britain. Lat-
er Major William Cahill, C.M.G., 
V.D., Commissioner of Police in
Queensland, lived there, and during
his residence the place was regarded
as a sanctuary for birds and fauna.

About 1885 Queensland 
was in the grip of the memorable 
“land boom,” and Wilston Estate 
was acquired by a syndicate com-
prising Mr. R. Hume Black, then 
member for Mackay and Minister 
for Lands, Mr. W. Graham, M.L.C., 
and Mr. John Stevenson, member 
for Normanby and Clermont, who
formerly owned Fernberg, the 
present residence of Queensland 
Governors. Three hundred acres 
were bought for about £3000, and, 
following a sub-division, settle-
ment became closer. One of the first 
purchasers of these allotments was 
Mr James Hudson, a builder and 
contractor of Mars street, Wilston, 
who recalls that when he built a 
house in 1885, only three houses 
existed in his particular locality. In 
the early ‘90’s the bank smash and 
floods gave a set-back to suburban 
land purchases. For many years 
large paddocks were merely pas-
tures for cattle, and when this rural 
scene is recalled many old residents 
oí Brisbane are reminded that this 
open country was often made the 
mimic battle-ground for the old vol-

Wilston House
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unteer regiments - the Moreton 
Regiment, the Queensland Rifles, 
the Scottish Regiment, the artillery, 
and Light Horse.

The first great impetus to 
settlement was the construction 
of the Mayne Junction-Enoggera 
“guaranteed” railway, which was 
made possible by the backing the 
local authorities, and ultimately the 
ratepayers, gave the then Govern-
ment. Up till this point Wilston had 
been without convenient commu-
nication with the city, and when it is 
stated that the return fare to the city 
to-day is only 5d. the advantage 
which Wilston gains may readily be 
appreciated. The guarantors of the 
Enoggera line had every faith in the 
district, and for many years loyally 
paid their contribution to losses.  

The way was opened for the 
settlement of Wilston as a residen-
tial suburb, and estates gradually 
were subdivided. Amongst them was 
the Harle Estate on the eastern side 
of Macgregor street, and front-ing 
Kedron Brook road.

The most rapid change, 
however, has taken place during the 
last seven years, during which time 
the Darrima, Ranelagh, and Lan-
gley Bank Estates, between Break-
fast Creek and the railway, near the 
station, have been sub-divided and 
sold; rows of new streets are now 
faced by rows of new houses that 
bespeak a general prosperity. Dar-
rima was owned by the late Mr W. 
V. Ralston, who was general manag-
er of the Queensland National Bank. 
Prior to the sale of any property, the 
streets, which had been newly 
formed, were first reticulated with 
water, gas, and electrical supply. 
Blocks were quickly snapped up. 
Ranelagh was the property of Mr H. 
Noble, and Langley Bank was sub-
divided and sold on behalf of the 
Q.N. Bank. In recent years, too, 
Wilston Hill, which has been de-
scribed as “Little Ascot,” has been 
increasingly favoured by home 
makers, who have sought a pictur-
esque site for more elaborate resi-
dences. Despite the rapid settlement 
of the Rhoades Estate and others of 
importance, saturation point
in the matter of settlement has by no 
means been reached; plenty of 
vacant land remains.

The sense of citizenship is highly 
developed in Wilston, and 

the Progress Association, of which 
Mr R. A. Christison is president, 
and Major C. E. Snartt, secretary, 
is zealous in its guardianship of the 
interests of the suburb. One of the 
chief objectives of this organisation 
has been, and is the attainment of 
direct tram communication with the 
city. Some years ago the City Coun-
cil, by way of experiment, instituted 
a motor ‘bus service to the city, but 
abandoned the enterprise. The offi-
cial viewpoint is that Wilston is well 
enough served by its train service. 
A private ‘bus enterprise gives the 
residents every satisfaction, but the 
people continue to urge the neces-
sity for a tram service. During the 
regime of the now defunct Windsor 
Town Council, resumptions at the 
cost of £12,000, for the widening of 
Kedron Brook road for a tramline, 
were made. The people of Wilston 
were keenly disappointed when 
the tram eventually was laid to the 
Grange, and they have not entirely 
forgotten a scheme for the laying 
of a tramline, junctioning with the 
existing line along Bowen Bridge 
road, near the General Hospital, 
and running between the Children’s 
Hospital and Victoria Park, through 
Herston, and over Breakfast Creek 
to Wilston. The Progress Associa-
tion also is represented on the
Enoggera Railway League, which 
keeps a watchful eye on the inter-
ests of the residents in respect of the 
railway.

Another active public body 
is the Wilston Horticultural Soci-
ety, of which Mr J. J. O’Carroll 
is president, and Major Snartt is 

secretary. Its quarterly and annual 
flower shows indicate the wealth 
of Wilston gardens and its bush-
houses. Mr M. P. Campbell spe-
cialises in the growth of poinsetta 
and garden palms, and his liberality 
has resulted in the improvement of 
many Wilston gardens. A charm-
ing picture is also presented by the 
bush-houses of Mr J. Waltisbuhl, 
who resides in Yarradale-street. The 
Wilston School of Arts is housed 
in a fine old hall, which serves as 
a place of local entertainment and 
meetings. The president is Mr E. C. 
Tipping, and the honorary secretary 
is Mr P. Henderson. The School of 
Arts is in need of more subscribers, 
and it is likely that many improve-
ments will be instituted.

With all justification 
Wilston is proud of its State School. 
It was established 10 years ago, and 
since then it has been in charge of 
Mr W. L. S. Collings, head teacher. 
The fact that the enrolment in the 
first year was 320, and that it is now 
806, is indicative of the advance of 
the district. This school has gained 
a wide reputation for its success in 
the fields of art and music-vocal and 
instrumental.

 The school possesses its 
own orchestra, composed of pupils; 
also a past pupils’ orchestra. Mem-
bers of both have been commended 
in the past for their work in the 
Repertory Society. One of the first 
swimming pools at a State school 
was established at Wilston, and the 
pupils are not only successful at 
swimming, but have been promi-
nent in school cricket, football, 
tennis, and other organised games.  

Wilston is also the site of a 
convent and convent school, which, 
with an enrolment of 250 pupils, in
addition to a curriculum of the State 
school standard, specialises in com-
mercial work and music.

 St Columba’s Roman Cath-
olic Church is a handsome building, 
which was built in 1914. The parish 
priest is the Rev. Father F. Burton.  

The Rev. W. Hoog is rector 
of the Anglican Church of St Alban 
the Martyr, and the Rev. James Muir 
is the minister of the Presbyterian 
Church.

 A Methodist Church, in 
charge of the Rev. J. Prowse, is also 
a thriving institution at Wilston. 
 Brisbane Courier: 21 March 1931
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Death of Mr Feenaghty.
    Accountant in Police         
            Department.
 Mr P. Feenaghty was 
originally in the police force. The 
records show that he joined the 
ranks on August 8, 1868, and was
speedily promoted to the position of 
sergeant. In January, 1873, he was 
transferred to the civil service as a 
clerk, in the Police Department, and 
steadily rose until on July 1, 1892, 
he was appointed to the position 
of accountant, and retained it up 
to the time of his death. For some 
time past he had been in indifferent 
health, and on July 12 last he was 
granted six months’ leave of ab-
sence on full pay. This recent indif-
ferent health was undoubtedly due 
to the strain of work in his office.  
 Mr Feenaghty was known
to be at his office early and late. 
His conscientiousness was remark-
able to a degree, and his fidelity not 
excelled by any other public officer. 
This strain apparently, did not af-
fect him, until about two years ago, 
when one morning he fell down 
an embankment at the Wooloowin 
railway station. He was severely 
shaken, and his wrist was broken. 
The shock then sustained had such 
a serious effect that he was ill for 
many weeks. He resumed his of-
ficial duties after some months of
absence. The prostration returned 
about a couple of months ago, and 
for five or six weeks he was con-
fined to his bed, either at his resi-
dence at Wooloowin, or at Sand-
gate, where he died. Lately paralysis 
set in, and for a week past his case 
has been regarded as hopeless. 
 The late Mr. Patrick
Feenaghty was born in Ireland on
November 14, 1842. He was twice
married. By his first wife he had 
two sons, both of whom are well 

known in the city. A few year’s 
ago he married Miss M’Carthy (of 
Grimes and Petty’s), who survives 
him.
 The funeral will leave 
Seacliffe, Sandgate, at 2 o’clock to-
morrow for the Nudgee cemetery.
          Telegraph: 7 September 1899.

Other family details:
 Patrick Burke Feenaghty, 
son of Michael Feenaghty and 
Sarah Burke was born in Ireland on 
14 November 1842.
 He was an assisted migrant 
to Queensland arriving on the 
Young Australia on 1 August 1868 
after departing London on 24 April 
that year.
 He married Mary Donohoe, 
daughter of Michael Donohoe and 
Winifred Quigley, on 10 June 1871 
and they had two sons - Michael 
Burke Feenaghty who was born on 
20 April 1872 and Francis Joseph 
Feenaghty who was born on 13 Sep-
tember 1873.
 Sarah died on 6 September 
1875 leaving the two boys aged two 
and three. On 2 November 1892, 
Patrick married Elizabeth McCa-
rthy, daughter of James McCarthy 
and Margaret Walsh. She died on 11 
September 1927 and as listed before 
Patrick died on 7 September 1899.
 Son Francis Joseph Feen-
aghty married Agnes Howe on 25 
April 1899 and son Michael Burke 
Feenaghty married Ada Elizabeth 
Quarrell on 22 Mary 1903.

            Name on Passenger List.
Young Australia was built in New 
Hampshire in 1852 and after a 
change of ownership and name she 
made many runs to Australia with 
immigrants. She was wrecked on 
rocks on Moreton Island in 1872.

PATRICK
FEENAGHTY

  PUBLIC HOUSES
   AT LUTWYCHE. 
         Telegraph 8 November 1880
To the Editor— Sir,— Seeing a 
letter in to-night’s issue, signed “Fair 
Play,” about the applications for a 
public-house licence for the vil-
lage of Lutwyche, I will, with your 
permission, add a few remarks on 
the subject, endorsing at the same 
time all that is contained in “Fair 
Play’s” letter. That a public-house is 
much needed at Lutwyche, no one 
will deny, who has had an eye open 
lately; and I believe a good many 
think be, too. A numerously signed 
petition was got up and presented to
the Licensing Board by Mr Stott, 
who was about to erect a substantial 
and respectable looking brick edifice, 
at, I believe, the cost of about £l,400. 
A counter-petition, signed only by 
four persons against the granting 
of the licence, was presented to the 
Board, who refused the licence. Out 
of the four signatures, the late Mr 
Justice Lutwyche was one, and Mr 
F. Morris, the present applicant for a 
licence, was another. Mr Morris now 
applies for a licence on property next 
to St. Andrew’s Church, in which the 
good old Judge took such a lively in-
terest, and was the mainstay of, and 
chiefly built at his own expense. Mr 
Morris’ application states that he is 
about to build the hotel at the corner 
of the Gympie and Bald Hills roads, 
at Kedron Brook. If it is intended as 
a blind to the Board, I think it is a 
very poor one. His property is not, 
strictly speaking, at the corner of the 
Gympie and Bald Hills road, but at 
the corner of the road leading to the 
Sandgate Road, and next to St
Andrew’s Church, Lutwyche, and 
the opposite side to the late Judge 
Lutwyche’s property. Mr Perry’s 
house stands on the land at the 
corner of the Gympie and Bald Hills 
roads. I hope, if a licence is granted, 
the Board will grant, the application 
to the first in the field, Mr Stott, who 
has applied for the licence previ-
ously; especially as his property is 
the most central, and opposite to 
where the public house, the Red 
Lion Hotel, formerly was, and not 
almost next to where the remains of 
the poor old Judge lie, and who had 
such an aversion to an hotel near his 
property. Yours, &-).,
                  ANTI-HUMEUS.
                  Lutwyche, 6th October.
 After initial rejections both 
applicants were granted licences 
to open the Crown Hotel and the 
Kedron Park Hotel.
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ENOGGERA &
NEWMARKET

 ENOGGERA, or more cor-
rectly speaking Enogra, indicates in 
the aboriginal tongue  The place
of waters. Though the majority of 
people have doubtless been un- 
aware of this, the word has for years 
conveyed an exactly similar mean-
ing to the minds of white residents 
as it did in far away years to the 
original denizens. To the blacks it 
was the land of pebbly creeks and 
running brooks, a district to linger 
in for its richness and beauty; to
the white man it is the district in 
which the first permanent water 
supply for the city of Brisbane was 
secured in 1866. A drive to the Res-
ervoir is one of the most delightful 
experiences which can fall to the
lot of any person, and it is often
availed of; but it must not be 
thought that the Waterworks is all 
Enoggera.
 The shire is, in fact, forty-
one square miles in extent, and 
one of the most scattered of the 
suburbs of Brisbane. At one time it 
included in its electoral area what 
is now known as the electorates of 
Toowong, Toombul, and Nundah. In 
those days the district was repre-
sented in the Legislative Assembly 
by two members, the first mem-
bers being the late Hon. (then Mr) J. 
R. Dickson and Sir Arthur (then Mr)
Rutledge. Under the existing elec-
toral law the constituency has one 
representative only in the person 
of Mr A. G. C. Hawthorn. Sena-

tor J. G. Drake represented it for a 
number of years prior to his enter-
ing the Federal Parliament. The first 
Divisional Board which included 
this area was known as Ithaca. This 
local authority was constituted in 
1879, and the area of its govern-
ment; embraced what is now includ-
ed in the towns of Ithaca, Windsor, 
and the present shire of Enoggera. It 
was a wide area certainly, but there 
are those who hold that the subdivi-
sion was not wise, as it materially 
increased the cost of administra-
tion, and consequently added to the 
burden of taxation. The history of 
local government, like that of State 
government, has been somewhat 
paradoxical, the first tendency being 
towards separation, followed by the 
very opposite inclination for federa-
tion. The present-day movement
for a Greater Brisbane is a case in 
point. Recently, under the opera-
tions of the Local Government Act 
of 1902, the Enoggera division 
became a shire, comprising three 
subdivisions, each represented by
three members. This was a happier 
incident, inasmuch as there had 
been previously only six members 
representing two subdivisions,  and 
an annual battle royal had taken
place for the honours of presiding 
chairman.
 The main artery to Enog-
gera is the Kelvin Grove, Samford, 
and South Pine road, which was 
formerly the highway to Gympie 

before the days of the North Coast 
railway. Many were the pilgrims
who passed along this road in 
the early days to seek wealth and 
fortune at Queensland’s El Dorado, 
discovered in 1867. Enoggera is 
essentially a district of pioneers, and 
among those who tilled the soil and 
cleared primeval forests in the early 
days of its history were such men as 
the Lades, Mott, Corbett, Robin-
son, Dunlop, and M’Dowall. The 
offspring of these veterans still re-
side on the original holdings of their 
forebears. The vineyards of some of 
these pioneers were famed far and 
wide, the most notable being those 
known as Surrenden, Hurd
cott, Everton, and Groveley, while
the orchards of Messrs. W. H. 
Parker Glen Retreat, S. C. Voller 
Ludlow, T. Marshall, P. Pickering, 
and John M’Ginn. of Cedar Creek, 
are to-day famous for their luscious 
fruits. When meandering through 
this picturesque suburb the other 
day the homes of these gentlemen 
were pointed out to us, and we
commended the forethought and 
judgment of these pioneers in the 
selection of such desirable spots for 
homesteads. There was one little 
spot, near Kedron Brook bridge,
pointed out to us where a corrobo-
ree of over 500 blacks-representa-
tives of tribes from Wide Bay, Bun-
ya Mountains, and Upper Brisbane 
was held. (refer to Newsletter May 
2013) The brook at this spot was 
in the early days as famous for its 
fish as the Bunya Mountain for its 
bunyas, and the spot alluded to was 
on this account the historic meeting 
ground of the aboriginal warriors. 
The first Governor of Queensland, 
Sir George Ferguson Bowen, and 

Hurdcott
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Lady Bowen were frequent visitors 
to Enoggera, being attracted thereto 
by the then well-known hospitality 
to be obtained at Surrenden, and a 
spot was shown to us where a de-
viation of the main Enoggera road
was made near Corbett’s Gate at the
special request of his Excellency, 
who had previously had the misfor-
tune to become bogged in the low-
flying portion of the road leading to 
the brook. This detour divided the 
properties of two old residents, Tim 
Corbett and Edward Mott.

Running back into the hills 
of the Enoggera Range, possess-
ing a considerable elevation above 
the site of Brisbane itself, and a 
wide expanse of beautiful undulat-
ing country, it was but natural that 
Enoggera should prove one of the 
first districts to which the attention 
of settlers was turned; but means of 
communication were sadly wanting, 
and for many years development 
was retarded because of this. The 
need was further accentuated by the
fact that Enoggera was practically 
the gateway to the fine farming 
centres of Samford and South Pine. 
All these considerations led to a 
strong agitation for the construction 
of a railway into the district, and 
amongst those who did notable
work to this end were the late Hon. 
B.D. Morehead, Messrs Jas Fergu-
son, W. Bell, C Warde, J.D. Bergin.
J.B. Hall, W. O’Carroll, Captain
Brown, J. A. Buchanan, K. B. Hall,
Rev. J. Voller, A. Sparkes, T. Cor-
bett, R. W. Thurlow, A. C. Grant,
Alderman T. Gardiner, S. M’Gregor,
J. S Manwaring, W. Wilson, R. and
W. and G. Billington, and some oth-
ers. Many were the promises made
to construct a railway, but the prom-
ises all proved of the usual political
pie-crust character. The residents,
however, were prepared to show
their faith in their district, and
under the Railway Guarantee Act
they undertook the responsibility of
guaranteeing it against loss, the re-
sult being that the present Enoggera
Railway was opened on February 4,
1899, Mr James Love being the sec-
retary to its Celebration Committee.

It was fully expected when the line 
was constructed that it would ‘ere 
this have been extended to the farm-
ing localities adjacent. This was the 
intention of a former Commissioner 
for Railways (the late Mr John 
Mathieson, whose scheme of ex-
tension included the joining of the 
Enoggera line with the North Coast 
Railway, by which a very large sav-
ing would be effected in the journey 
to Gympie. In the archives of the 
Railway Department there are some 
important statistics gathered by the 
present Commissioner (Mr J. F. 
Thallon), when General Traffic 
Manager, on a tour over the Sam-
ford district. Mr Thallon was 
accompanied by Mr J. Boyne Hall 
(now Under Secretary for Justice, 
and Mr George Agnew, then a mem-
ber of the Legislative Assembly. It 
was not, however, till the beginning 
of 1897 that the movement took 
definite shape, when the directors 
of the Brisbane Saleyards Company 
undertook under the Railway Guar-
antee Act the responsibility (through 
their local authorities of sharing 
with the Government any loss in the 
working of the line from (Mayne 
to Newmarket. Here, then, was an 
opportunity to secure the long-de-
ferred railway to Enoggera, and on 
the principle of half a loaf being 
better than no bread, the residents 
agreed through, their local authori-
ties (Windsor and Enoggera, to 
ask that, the railway be built, they 
guaranteeing in conjunction with 
the Government, any loss on the 
working for a certain term of years. 
All, however, was not fair sailing, 
as many preliminaries had to be 

overcome. Amongst others, the late 
Hon. B. D. Morehead and Mr James 
Ferguson took a prominent part in 
bringing the matter to a success-
ful issue - that is, in inducing the 
two Shire Councils of Windsor and 
Enoggera, to take the necessary ac-
tion, not the least of the difficulties
being to overcome the apathy or an-
tagonism of certain members of 
these councils. Ultimately, how-
ever, the Enoggera Railway Bill 
was brought before the House, and 
after much discussion “Ferguson’s 
Railway” (as some member
sarcastically dubbed it ) was carried.
The line already pays working 
expenses, but a rate is paid in the 
benefited area to make up any defi-
ciency required to cover interest on 
cost also. The railway rate has been 
something of a bogey in the eyes of 
many people who would otherwise
have settled in the district, but it is 
not nearly so dreadful as it seems, 
particularly when it is remarked, 
that an acre of the finest land can 
be obtained here for a sum which 
would buy an allotment only 
in many other suburbs of equal 
distance from the city. “ Close to 
the railway station,” said an old 
resident, “land can he bought for 
£60 an acre, and the railway rate on 
that would be just 10s. per annum.” 
That is at present rates, but as this 
charming suburb is rapidly rising in 
importance and popularity owing to
its pleasing scenery and bracing 
atmosphere, the guarantee is fast be-
coming a diminishing quantity. The 
railway guarantee has now only six 
years to run. The railway has been 
recognized far and wide as a boon 

Groveley Lodge
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and a very great improvement on 
the old ‘bus days, when the single 
fare from town to Bell’s Gate at 
Elswick, Samford road, was 9d. In 
addition to the railway, the district 
is served to a limited extent by the 
electric trams, this means of com-
munication having been opened up 
in July, 1903.
 Visitors to Enoggera realise 
at once that they are in a district 
over which Nature has spread a 
glamour of beauty and health
fulness. All the way from the city 
the roads rise in easy, gradients 
until a considerable elevation is 
obtained, and from various heights 
the views extend right over the city 
to Moreton Bay. Green paddocks 
surround comfortable homes, with 
here and there patches of scrub, 
through which flow ever living wa-
ters, and on some of the roads the 
forest trees meet overhead, forming 
arcades of green, such as human 
architect could only dream. Excur-
sionists are continually robbing the 
creeks of their treasures of maiden-
hair and other ferns and the scrub 
of its staghorn and elkhorn gems, 
the ruthless vandalism displayed 
being sufficient to make one shud-
der; but Nature continues to replen-
ish the store with liberal hand. In 
the shire area is the bunya timber 
reserve of about 6000 acres, a spot 
which should prove very useful in 
any State scheme of reafforesta-
tion. At present the district has a 
fine supply of timber, however, and 
there is a large extent of available 
agricultural and dairying land for 
settlement purposes. Commenc-
ing a few minutes walk from the 
railway station, the beauty spots are 
scattered everywhere, and our illus-
trations are but examples of many 
which could be secured. These 
attractions have led to Enoggera 
becoming a most popular resort for 
picnic parties. Upon school holi-
days and special gala days, such 
as Queen Victoria day, the country 
side is studded with, happy crowds, 
Ferny Flats, Bowerbank, Everton, 
and Auburn being some of the fa-
vourite spots. This result is contrib-

uted to by the fact that Enoggera is 
happy in the enjoyment of moderate 
train fares. From the Central to the 
terminus, a distance of four and a 
half miles, the second class fare is 
only 2d. for adults and 4d. return; 
children half-price. These low rates 
are, of course, allowable under the
guarantee system. Settlers with 
families are particularly well placed 
in Enoggera. 
 Apart from the advantage 
of low fares and healthy surround-
ings, they have two excellent State 
schools - Enoggera and Newmarket. 
In the former Mr James Crellin and 
assistants do good work, and Sir. 
Joseph Wedd (who gained a schol-
arship from the North Toowoomba 
State school) is the head teacher at 
Newmarket. The churches represent 
nearly all the denominations, the 
Roman Catholics being just about to 
build on the main South Pine road, 
where they have already secured 
a site. The conveniences include a 
public telephone at the Enoggera 
Railway Station, and a postal deliv-
ery twice a day.
 In Enoggera there are a 
number of homes of which the dis-
trict may well be proud. Prominent 
amongst these is Sicklefield, the 
delightful park of Mr. R. W.
Thurlow, a gentleman who has 
worked hard in the interests of the 
district and, indeed, of the State, 
at one time holding the honour-
able position of Mayor of Brisbane. 
He may be often seen putting his 
favourite hunters over the fences on 
his property. Included in its area, 
too, is a fine lake, a favourite haunt 
of waterfowl.
 Opposite the railway gates 
is Abbotsford, the delightful 
residence and grounds of Mr James 
Ferguson, surrounded by extensive 
gardens, with bushhouse, tennis
and croquet courts, &c. Mr Fergu-
son, with his property of sixty-one 
acres adjoining the railway station, 
considers himself in the unfortunate 
position of being the largest payer 
of rates in the Enoggera Shire. He 
is, however, confident that with the 
approaching substation of electric-

ity, for steam power on the railway, 
enabling a possible half-hour’s 
service, and worked on the tramway 
system - a very large residential 
population will be the result to the 
district. Mr James Trackson has a 
fine home in Sedgley Grange. The 
commodious house itself is illumi-
nated from a private acetylene plant, 
and is surrounded with green pad-
docks, all reticulated from a private
dam. Ivanhoe, the home of Mr. J. 
Boyne Hall, is another attractive 
family residence, surrounded by 
pleasant gardens, and situated near 
a running stream. Mr Hall was the 
first to introduce dairy cattle into the 
district; his Jersey stock have won 
first prizes at the National Show, 
and some handsome specimens oc-
cupy his paddocks. Mr James Fer-
guson’s fine residence and grounds, 
Abbotsford, Woodenbong, the 
home of Mr T. Robinson; Mr. Am-
brose M’Dowall’s Everton, Mr.T. 
Lade’s Surrenden, Councillor T. 
Gardiner’s property, and some oth-
ers are examples of the taste pos-
sessed and the comfort enjoyed by 
Queenslanders. The Serpentine-road 
was once, known as Editor-road, 
from the fact that Mr W. O’Carroll, 
a former editor of the Courier,
resided there. The school grounds at
Enoggera were a gift to the district 
by Mr Tim Corbett and Mr James 
Mooney, these gentlemen being 
also large contributors to the school 
funds. Mr J. S. Manwaring, also a 
large donor, was the first chairman 
of the School Committee. There
have been dreams of golden wealth
awakened from time to time at 
Enoggera, and there are those who 
believe the precious metal will yet 
be won in payable quantities. Mr 
Larry Cusack could unfold many a 
tale of the old Perseverance mine,
and there are several men who 
still make a living fossicking in 
the Enoggera Ranges. Mr Charles 
Parish, from whom Parish’s Hotel, 
Spring Hill, obtained its name, was 
one of the early Enoggera miners.
Brisbane Courier: 17 November 1906.

See also JOURNAL May 2020.
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Who was Charles Hay-
nes Barlee? Well his name pops up 
frequently in the establishment of St 
Andrew’s Church, Lutwyche. He 
was prominent in collecting sub-
scriptions to build the church.

A further search fi nds that 
on 14 December 1864 he purchased 
subdivisions 1, 2, 3 & 4 of John and 
George Harris’s land, Portion 195 
at the Kedron Park corner, (split in 
1861 with the survey of Lutwyche 
Road), totalling 7 acres 13 perches 
whose location is best described as 
around Norman Street at the Kedron 
Park Road side.

Charles Haynes Barlee 
was the son of Reverend Edward 
(Rector of Worlingworth) and 
Justina Barlee who was christened 
on 20 September 1822 at Worling-
worth, Surrey, England.

Probably at the result of  
the news of gold discoveries in 
Australia, he set off for that far 
distant land. Only a few traces of 
his whereabouts can be found. On 6 
March 1858 he was on the 152 ton 
Elbana travelling from Adelaide 
to Melbourne. A month later on 10 
April by special licence, at St John’s 
Church, Darlinghurst, in Sydney he 
married Amy Louisa Lawrence. 

Amy Louisa Lawrence was 
the second daughter of Benjamin 
Lawrence and Caroline Darby, of 
Hornsey Park, London,  and was 
baptised on 7 February 1826 at 
Brighton, England. It seems that she 
migrated as an adult probably after 
her father died in 1857. 

Younger brother, Frederick 

Palgrave Barlee who at that time 
was Colonial Secretary for Western 
Australia, was mentioned in the 
notice in the Empire newspaper 
in Sydney. Frederick was born in 
1827 and for a period of 10 years 
- 1845-1855, served in the British
Ordnance Department when he was
appointed the position of Colonial
Secretary in Western Australia with
a seat on the Executive and Legisla-
tive Council. He had an illustrious
career then and subsequently  in
1877 was appointed Governor of
the Honduras and knighted He died
in Trinidad in 1884 aged 57 years.

The Star newspaper in Bal-
lart of 30 April 1859 reported that 
Charles had written to the Sludge 
Commission offering his services 
as a short-hand writer, and stating 
that his whole time would be at the 
service of the Board.

On 5 October 1859 fi rst son 
Frederick Rudolf Barlee was born 
in Melbourne (as announced in The 
Age) and christened on 12 February 
1860. Charles was employed as a 
parliamentary reporter for the Ar-
gus newspaper. A report in The Age 
newspaper of 6 December 1859 
places Charles as presiding over a 
meeting to form a phoneographic* 
society in Melbourne

Next son Charles Haynes 
Barlee was born in Brisbane on 9 
February 1861 and subsequently 
died on 8 April 1861. Daughter 
Amy Winifred Barlee was born in 
Brisbane on 7 February 1862 and 
she died and was buried in the Pad-
dington Cemetery (Lang Park).

The Barlees must have 
returned to England for on 4 May 
1863 at South Lambeth Edward 
Humphrey Barlee was born.

Now the Barlees set off 
again on the Light of Ages, a clip-

C.H. BARLEE
per ship built in 1855 at Chelsea, 
Massacheusetts and a regular on 
the England - Australia route and 
arrived in Brisbane on 27 January 
1864. It was wrecked at Port Lons-
dale, Victoria in 1868. The passen-
ger list details Charles 29, Mrs 29, 
E.H. 0 and F.R. 3. The parents’ ages 
are at odds but Frederick Rudolf 
was 3 years and Edward Humphrey 
was under a year old.

They were briefl y at 
Kangaroo Point in Brisbane before 
shifting to Kedron Brook on their 
new acreage. An un-named child 
was born and died on 12 December 
1864. Another son Alan Haynes 
Barlee was born on 3 September 
1866 and died in Kew, Victoria in 
1936.

Charles had been appointed 
as shorthand writer for the Queens-
land Parliament but after a few 
years his failing eyesight compelled 
him to relinquish this position.
 On 5 March 1868, Charles 
listed his property for sale and 
in  June he listed his furniture and 
possessions for sale. From the 
advertisements we know that the 
house was excellently and soundly 
built affording ample accommoda-
tion for a large family surrounded 
by a spacious verandah. The 
extensive garden  containing an 
unsurpassed collection of plants, 
shrubs and fl owers. There was an 
accumulation of the most choice 
and highly-prized plants indigenous 
to the four corners of the globe. A 
well-groomed horse paddock of 
about seven acres maintained cows, 
horses, etc inexpensively to the 
owner.

The listing of the mod-
ern household furniture for sale 
included: dining room suite, side 
tables, rocking chairs, children’s 

*phoneographic: taking pictures

Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society - JOURNAL - February 2023 - PAGE SEVENTEEN



chairs, carpets, matting, hearth rugs, 
large complete dinner service, din-
ing room lamps, cutlers, plateware, 
glassware, butler’s tray, single and 
double bedsteads, mosquito cur-
tains, palliases, hair mattresses, bed-
ding, chests of drawers, washstands, 
toiletware, single and double towel 
horses, mirrors, clothes baskets, 
children’s cots, folding bedsteads, 
nursery fire guards, a large and 
complete assortment of kitchen-
ware and culinary requisites, tables, 
chairs, laundry and scullery fittings.

The property was  again 
listed for sale in 1869 by the 
mortgagee. In this stressful time 
Edward Humphry Barlee died on 
31 January 1869 and Edith Laura 
Barlee was born on 10 August 1869 
and died soon after.

Amy, Edward and Edith 
were buried in the same plot at 
Paddington Cemetery and later the 
memorial stone was shifted to the 
adjoining Church of England, Christ 
Church, Milton.

Well what happened next? 
In 1871 and 1872 Charles Haynes 
Barlee took out a Miner’s Right at 
Gympie and in 1873 he obtained 
one listed at Upper Mary (Gympie 
was on the Mary River.) He was not 
out digging in a mine but entered 
a number of partnerships or acted 
as a trustee for miners as in the 
Jones’ Reef and Royal Standard 
Reef Mines. He was secretary to 
the South Smithfield Company as 
well. He was actively involved in 
community affairs and was the chair 
of a large meeting urging the pass-
ing of the reforms in public educa-
tion. He also convened a meeting in 
Gympie with the aim of starting a 
Museum and School of Mines. He 
thought that this institution should 
have easily obtainable works of 

reference on all mining matters. 
It would also display  a collection 
of specimens. In the interest of the 
goldfields he thought that publica-
tions of improved methods and 
machinery were needed.

Now did they have another 
son as there was a Charles Barlee 
enrolled as a pupil at One Mile 
School (Gympie) in 1873? Maybe it 
was Alan.

The family returned to 
England and the vessel he took his 
passage on was nearly wrecked and 
narrowly escaped losing his life. 

They then returned to 
Sydney where he started one or 
two weekly journals and was also 
secretary for the City Improvement 
Board. He also acted as secretary  
several Royal Commissions as he 
was an excellent law reported and 
shorthand writer. In February 1878 
Charles continued his journalistic 
career by launching a new publica-
tion which unfortunately was unsuc-
cessful.
SYDNEY-ONCE-A-WEEK. This 
is the names of a new weekly liter-
ary venture in Sydney. Its title of 
course is derived from its English 
prototype. The first number just 
to hand is sufficiently readable, 
but the articles, as a rule, are 
too short for a magazine. They 
are rather newspaper chit-chat 
paragraphs. ... The editor appeals 
for forebearance for the short-
comings of a first number, and 
hints that there will be a great 
improvement in future ones., It 
is announced under the title that 
the periodical is “edited by C. H. 
Barlee,” a name familiar to many 
Brisbaneites as that of a gentle-
man who formerly, held the post 
of chief shorthand reporter on the  
Queensland Assembly staff.
      The Week” 2 February 1878.

 

Charles Haynes Barlee 
died on 16 May 1882 at Newtown, 
Sydney and was buried at Rook-
wood Cemetery the next day.

In an obituary in the 
Queenslander listed him as:

A genial and prolific writer, 
Mr Barlee stood high amongst his 
fellow journalists, and many will re-
member his graphic sketches, of the 
Caboolture Hunt for he was an ar-
dent votary of the chase. His furtive 
sketches, written whilst at Gympie, 
were so full of dry caustic humour. 
As with many other Queenslanders, 
Sydney did not improve his health, 
yet he made a gallant fight for suc-
cess even there. ... Mr Barlee’s chief 
fault was an aptness to take offence 
at times when none was meant, but 
for this he might have been a more 
successful man. He can, however, be 
ill spared from the ranks of colonial 
journalism.

An obituary in the Sydney 
Evening News was a little kinder:

He was an excellent re-
porter and shorthand writer, and a 
valued contributor to many jour-
nals. Always painstaking and accu-
rate, his compilations, particularly 
as a recorder of evidence, were 
thoroughly reliable. He was greatly 
respected in this city, and his loss 
will be felt by a large number who 
knew him as genial kind-hearted 
fellow.

What happened to widow 
Amy Louisa? Well she died in 
Perth, Western Australia on 31 
October 1904 and was buried at Ka-
rakatta Cemetery. It is presumed 
that she looked after her sons and 
later went to Western Australia to 
her son Frederick Rudolph Barlee 
who was a Barrister-at-Law at 
Bunbury. At the time of his father’s 
death, Frederick was 22 years old 
and already a B.A. after a prize win-
ning education at Sydney Grammar. 
Medals and scholarships in subjects 
such as natural science, latin, geol-
ogy, chemistry, classics and Roman 
history. He died in W.A. in 1941.

Can you help with further 
information? Which ships did they 
travel on and when? 

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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 It seems that every time a 
length of railway or government 
building is opened, there seems to 
be an entertainment tent to which 
all the parliamentarians or alder-
men etc are invited to hoe in.  This 
also seems to be the case when pol-
lies go on government trips.  This 
item from the Brisbane Courier, 6 
September 1872 might refl ect this. 
                ODD NOTES
               by a Bohemian.
 The Governor, as Vice-
Admiral of Queensland and its 
dependencies, hoisted his fl ag on 
the war-steamer Kate, on Monday 
last, and put to sea in the afternoon, 
with Palmer, Bedwell, and a pho-
tographer, to carry out the annexing 
scheme decided upon some weeks 
ago. It is to be hoped that His

 Excellency will have fair weather, 
otherwise we may hear of accidents,
as the Kate is rather overloaded, 
and is not a fi rst-rate sea boat at 
the best of times. That decision of 
Palmer’s about the teetotal drinks
was not carried out. The Premier’s 
heart failed him when it came to 
the pinch. First, he was afraid the 
Governor might be inconvenienced 
if there were nothing stronger than 
ginger wine on board; then Lieu-
tenant Bedwell, R.N., declared that 

GOVERNMENT
CRUISE

he could not and would not under-
take to navigate the ship on teetotal 
principles; said it was un-profes-
sional, dangerous, and foolhardy, 
tempting of Providence, and what 
not. Then Palmer remembered that 
brandy was a good thing for all 
sorts of complaints incidental to a 
sea voyage; that hock was an excel-
lent beverage for breakfast, bottled 
beer and porter for lunch, sherry 
and champagne for dinner, port for 
after dinner, and a bottle whisky or 
holland’s for a nightcap. The result 
was that the steward had orders to 
provide himself with an extra sup-
ply of all those medical comforts. 

 Palmer started on his voy-
age with a light heart and antici-
pates a jolly time of it, during the 
two or three months of the cruise. 
Miles might have ventured, after 
all, if he had not been in such a 
desperate hurry to get back to his 
beloved Dulacca. Eb. Thome’s 
dugong fi shery company will  reap 
no benefi t from the voyage, though. 
The sad news arrived last mail that 
the whole scheme had collapsed. 
It was getting on famously, and 
Ebenezer was realizing in a most 
satisfactory manner, when an envi-
ous Queenslander now in the old 
country blowed on the whole thing, 
and it burst up. The vessels, plant, 
manufactory, &c., &c, of Ebenezer 
Thorne, merchant, of Maryborough, 
now revert to their original owner, 
and he will have to come back and 
catch his own dugongs.   

KATE and the BLACK SWAN
    State Governor: 2nd   
   Marquis of Normanby 

Premier of Queensland,       
      Sir Arthur Hunter 
          Palmer, 1870-74

        Lieutenant (later
 Captain) Edward Parker   
             BedwelL, R.N.
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BRILLIANT
INVENTOR

         MR FERRIER’S 
          INVENTIONS.
 Mr P. Ferrier, of Windsor, 
Brisbane, has invented three differ-
ent designs of emergency brakes 
for motor cars, giving an increased 
efficiency of from three to 15 times.

 The idea is quite a revolu-
tionary one, the objective of the 
invention being to overcome the 
skidding of cars, especially at 
crossings and also on greasy streets. 
The invention can be called a real 
emergency brake as it is intended to 
be used to avert accident when it is
essential to stop the car in the short-
est possible distance. 

 Accidents often happen at 
street corners and at hairpin bends 
owing to the lack of an efficient
emergency brake. A car can be 
brought to a standstill in from one-
third to one-sixteenth of the distance 
that a present four-wheel braked car 

of the same weight requires.
 Mr Ferrier also invented 
an all-metal spring gaiter, which 
went through a satisfactory test and 
was certificated by the Automobile 
Club. He has also invented an auto-
matically controlled aerial torpedo, 
which will strike its mark every
time. As their size depends entirely
on the carrying capacity of the air
planes used it will be understood 
that an enemy fleet could be wiped 
out easily.     
 Mr Ferrier has been negoti-
ating with the Defence Department 
with regard to it, but without suc-
cess. 

 Another invention is a 
non-leak air spring for automobiles, 
which also acts as a shock absorber 
on rebound. The spring cannot 
break, leak, or rattle and will outlast 
the car. A means for laying concrete 
water tables about four times as 
quickly as at present, and numerous
other inventions have also been the
creation of Mr  Ferrier’s fertile 
brain.
         Daily Mail: 10 January 1925.
 The Journal would like to know 
more about Mr Ferrier - where he lived, his 
family and of course more of his inventions.

        KEDRON 
      TRAM LINE,
  Lutwyche 
  Cemetery 
 Extension.
 On Saturday afternoon 
there was a great turn out of Kedron 
folk to celebrate the official opening 
of the extension of the tramway line 
from Kedron Bridge to the Lutwy-
che Cemetery gates, a distance of 
about one mile.
 There is at present a gap 
of a few hundred yards, as a new 
bridge has to be provided before the 
service can be linked up with the 
main line. In spite of this present 
disadvantage the new service will 
be of great benefit to many resi-
dents, and will no doubt still further 
promote settlement in this rising 
and pleasant suburb.

 At the invitation of Mr 
W. Kelso, M.L.A., the chairman 
of the Tramway Trust (Mr G. L. 
Beal) drove the first car, and broke 
through red, white, and blue rib-
bons, held by the Mayoress of
Greater Brisbane (Mrs W. A. Jolly)
and Mrs D. S. J. Barker (wife of the
chairman of Kedron Shire Council).
 The tram then ran along 
the length of the line with a happy 
crowd aboard. Subsequently a 
function was held in the local hall, 
which was presided over by Coun-
cillor D. S. J. Barker (chairman 
Kedron Shire Council)
         Daily Standard: 4 May 1925.
 The tram pictured above was 
of a similar design to the one isolated 
on the extension. It was housed in a 
shed at the back of the service station 
on the northern side of Kedron Bridge. 
The fare for the extension was 1d 
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