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Come to the Next

Meeting

Looking Fifty
Years Ahead
by A.P. Jones.
President, Grand Council of
Progress Associations.

The development of Bris-
bane within the next fifty years is
a subject which should stimulate
the interest and imagination of all
citizens with a sense of civic pride.
There are unlimited possibilities for
the future expansion of the capital
city and chief port of a State with
such wonderful natural resources as
Queensland possesses.

—

During the last fifty years
Brisbane’s population has quadru-
pled and it is reasonable to assume
that this ratio of increase will be
maintained in which case the number
of inhabitants by 1985 will be about
1,250,000.

Brisbane with such a popu-
lation will have spread itself wide-
ly. I picture the closely settled area
stretching out to Ipswich on the
west, to Sandgate and Bald Hills on
the north-east and to Ferny Grove on
the north and to Cleveland and far
beyond Sunnybank on the south.

The beautiful hills within
this area will be dotted with resi-
dences, some of them with flat roofs
to provide landing spaces for private
helicopter aeroplanes which I be-
lieve will be in common use.

The provision which is now
being awakened in the public mind
will have borne fruit in the shape of

- August

broad, tree-shaded streets in the city
extensions and ample sufficiency of
well cared for parks.

The scientific zoning of the
city based upon a comprehensive
civic survey will have been accom-
plished. Trading, industrial and resi-
dential areas will have been defined
and regulated to the general benefit.
No longer noxious trades or storage
of highly inflammable liquids, &c.
will be permitted to be conducted in
populous areas.

The sewerage system will
have been completed. A great lake
submerging the rich frontage to the
Stanley River from Little Mt Bris-
bane to Villieneuve will provided
sufficient water supply.

Within the present city,
Spring Hill and Petrie Terrace will
have been replanned and rebuilt,
broad streets and fine buildings. A
fine plaza between Queen and Ad-
elaide Streets in front of a hand-
some Post Office will have been
formed, and a great railway station
will stand near the present Police
Barracks. Further street widening
including the completion of Ad-
elaide Street will have been carried
out and Adelaide Street will run to
North Quay, which will have been
widened and transformed into a
beautiful boulevard.

et SRS, et — — el

Except where shipping re-
quired the river frontage, wide and
shady roads will have furnished de-
lightful drives along the river banks.
A broad and beautiful avenue will
run from the city through Victoria
Park, Herston and Wilston, to Web-
ster Road, and so to the Gympie
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LETTERS

SENT HOME

Bombardier R. Burrows,
wrote to his mother, Mrs. R. J. Bur-
rows, 1 Blackmore St., Windsor,

I was asked to play the bu-
gle at a ceremony and, not knowing
where it was to be, I didn’t like the
idea very much, but now I’'m glad I
did it, for I saw something that pos-
sibly I shan’t see again.

Sesh

We left here by launch and
sailed up the coast to a huge native
village, and what a marvellous sight
I saw! It was a ceremony for the
presentation to natives of medals for
bravery. There were thirty lads for
the guard of honor, a few officers,
including the General, and we three
buglers.

We arrived at 2.30 p.m. at
the jetty, which was all done out in
ferns and flowers, serving as an av-
enue of approach to the presentation
stand. All the tribes from all over the
place started to roll up, until there
were about eight hundred natives
with their wives and children, all in
ceremonial dress. Against the green
background of lawn it was a sight
worth seeing.

We wandered around talk-
ing to the natives, watching the boys
climb the palms to get coconuts, and
went across to where the boys were
preparing three big bullocks for the
great feast at night.

At four o’clock, while fifteen
of the natives played the tom-toms,
three big natives, dressed in war-
paint and trappings, began the dance.
These three were joined by more and
more until there was one big mob of
them dancing, and it looked good.
One of them would sing a couple of
tunes, then the whole lot would sing
together. It was marvellous.

Then all the ‘Marys’ started
skipping right around the men. This
went on till about half-past five, the
bullocks all this time being fixed for
the barbecue.

The General took the salute
and presented the medals, and the bu-
glers played. We were sorry to leave.
We understood the dance would start
again about six o’clock and go on till

midnight.
Australian Women’s Weekly: 29 May 1943.

Cpl. Owen Hackshall, at a
Field Ambulance unit, wrote to his
mother, Mrs. A. J. Hackshall, 36
Rose St., Kalinga.

From Roosevelt Ridge, on
the left of Tambu Bay, we were con-
tinually shelled. Our lads, in places,
were no more than 100 yards away
from the Jap lines. For a while, until
he was shot, a Jap used to yell out
‘Good-night, Yank and Aussie.’

Today this is a brown ridge,
battle-scarred, and distorted by war.
The Jap is often hard to shift. He
digs fox-holes, which go for many
feet into the ground and connect by
tunnels.

I was there for a day, and
then set off with full pack to estab-
lish a medical aid post away up on
the trail, and commenced to climb
3600 feet. The trails up the ranges
are made in steps. On reaching the
summit of Mount Tambu, after los-
ing much sweat, we saw another bat-
tlefield—brown trees cut and split
by shells, fox-holes, and equipment
everywhere, for it was not easy. We

pressed on, going downhill now,
and reached the well-known Komia-
tum trail, a series of ridges bare and
brown, and bomb craters on either
side. From here we often watched
the bombing of Lae.

On into the valley below we
settled down two or three yards be-
hind the lines. We had a surgical
team, and the Fuzzy-wuzzies would
bring in the wounded. They are a
very wonderful little people, and
with great care they carry the boys
and never drop one, though at times
they run with them.

I was nursing in a surgical
ward, and, gee, it was great, real
nursing and a real job. At times it
would be 3 o’clock when your head
lay down to rest, and up again at 7
o’clock, and it was great to see the
improvement in the wounds, watch-
ing day by day. One got a great kick
to see men leave for the next station
well on the mend.

From here we went on to
Salamaua, and behind the lads we
entered it as they cleared the way,
caring for them. A heap of ruin, filth,
and disease lay before us, for the Jap
is dirty, his hygiene is poor. He lives
in these fox-holes, eats and sleeps,
and never leaves them, and he never

improves a place.
Australian Women’s Weekly: 27 November 1943.
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L’ESTRANGE

FAMILY

On 6 April 1887, a nineteen
year old, Dublin born, assisted im-
migrant, William Manderville Ellis
L’Estrange arrived in Brisbane on
the iron-hulled sailing ship owned
by the British India Steam Naviga-
tion Company, Royal Mail Ship, of
1048 tons, Jumna. William was
the fourth son of the Dublin born
family of solicitor, Edgar William
L’Estrange and his wife Frances
Mary Henderson.

He soon found employment

WEDDING PHOTO
20 MARCH 1901

as a cook for a surveying team un-
der the command of C.D. Dunne.

After several years he
bought land and farmed tobacco in
the Upper Coomera River Valley but
the disastrous 1893 floods complete-
ly wiped out his farm. In 1893 he
went to work for Edward Gustavus
Campbell Barton a pioneer in elec-
trical installations in Queensland.
Barton was born in Toorak, Victo-
ria, went to school in Dunedin, New
Zealand, trained as an engineer in
Scotland and Germany and became
Queensland Government electri-
cian where he supervised the instal-
lations of electricity at Parliament

CORA-LYNN
House. The firm of Barton, White
& Co was formed in 1887 and it set
up a power station in Edison Lane.
The company went into a slump dur-
ing the 1890s and went bankrupt.
In 1897 L’Estrange worked his way
to England and Cologne, Germany
to study electrical engineering and
we have him returning to Brisbane
on 3 December 1897 on the Leura.
Then he and a group of other busi-
nessmen bought the bankrupt com-
pany from the banks and continued
business. In February 1898 he was
sent to England on R.M.S China to
buy equipment for the new company
now called City Electric Light. He

HUNSTANTON

arrived back in November on the
Lama. He became company secre-
tary from 1900 to 1912 also the sec-
retary to the Ipswich Electric Supply
Company. He was joint manager and
engineer to City Electric Light from
1912 to 1915. From 1920 to 1928 he
was a joint governing and managing
director in 1923. On 20 March 1901
in Auburn, New South Wales, Wil-
liam married Mary Emmeline (Pol-
ly) Alder, daughter of Edward Hen-
ry Alder and Mary Woodyatt, born in
Brisbane on 20 March 1872. Alder
was Chief Inspector of Works. They
lived on a large plot of land at the
corner of Terrace and Herston Road.
Their house was called Cora Lynn
and the newly married L’Estranges

YOUNGER WILLIAM LCESTRANGE

went to live there with Mary’s wid-
owed mother. Later on a corner of
the property William had construct-
ed a large stone house which they
called Hunstanton. Several centu-
ries ago, Hunstanton in Norfolk,
England was the traditional home of
the L’Estrange family. William and
his family moved to Hunstanton in
1911 (contrary to many other sourc-
es which quote later dates) as several
advertisements in local papers were
placed by Mary looking for staff for
Hunstanton. Other members of the
Alder family also built on this fam-
ily land. Hunstanton, situated on
L’Estrange Terrace (formerly School
Street) was built using rough cut
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GUY GILROY L’ ESTRANGE

granite reputedly from L’Estrange’s
own quarry at The Gap in a T shape.
The house had a gabled roofline with
terracotta tiles. A distinctive feature
is a tower with an oriel window. For
a full description of the house con-
sult the Queensland Heritage Reg-
ister.

ol

T

The L’Estrange family had
one son and four daughters. Guy
Gilroy L’Estrange was born on
16 April 1903, followed by daugh-
ter Billie in 1905 (presumedly died
young). Joyce Mary L’Estrange
followed on 3 April 1907 and Do-
reen Ida L’Estrange on 15 July
1908. Enid Esther L’Estrange, the

Top Middle: Three Misses
L’Estrange.

Middle: The New Motor.

Right: Guy and his sister.

Below Left: Mary and William in
their sulky.

Below Right: William and Mary

and their three daughters.
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youngest was born on 16 January
1910.

Around the same time as
William, his eldest brother, Robert
Augustus Henry L’Estrange mi-
grated and was married in Queens-
land in 1888. We are indebted to him
as he was a keen photographer and
most of the photographs used in this
article were taken by him and now
reside in the QUT archives.

Hunstanton was sold in
1929 to Dr James Vincent Duhig,
nephew of Archbishop James Duhig
and he lived there until 1955 when it
was sold to the Queensland branch
of the British Medical Association,
naming it BMA House. In 1963, the
name was changed to A.M.A House.

The L’Estranges moved
to Windermere Road, Ascot. Wil-
liam retired in about 1940. Mary
L’Estrange died on 26 September
1949. On 20 October 1949 at St
Patrick’s Cathedral in Toowoomba,
William married Elizabeth Mary
McGee, daughter of John James
McGee and Agnes O’Sullivan, 57
years, a former secretary of the
Ipswich Electric Supply Company.
William died in Toowoomba on 20
December 1951 and left an estate for
probate valued at £100,297.
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P.T. LOWTHER

and SON

The name Lowther is famil-
iar to most local ears but few know
the story. To start, let us go back over
170 years to Hull in Yorkshire. There
one James Lowther married Char-
lotte and started having a family in-
cluding one John Lowther who was
born in 1852. Unfortunately James
died young and Charlotte re-married
and had further children.

In June 1872 John married
Christine Charlton at Huddersfield.
She was born in Germany in 1852
and on Queensland records her fam-
ily name is listed at Hellin. Eldest
son, Phillip James Lowther came
along on 23 July 1878, followed
by Ernest in January 1881 in Hull,
Yorkshire. In the 1871 English Cen-
sus, John is listed as 18 years and a
stone mason living with his dock la-
bourer step-father and blended fam-
ily.

On 10 August 1882, John’s
young family joined the Stirling-

shire in Glasgow for Townsville.
They arrived there on 7 November
that year. In Queensland the family
increased in size with the arrival of
George on 20 May 1884 (died 18
January 1885), Ellen on 24 Decem-
ber 1885; Charles on 19 May 1888;
Arthur on 27 August 1891 and
Charlotte on 13 March 1894.

By the time of the photo be-
low, sons P.J. (as he was called was
30 years old and married for four
years) and Ernest now 26 years were
partners in the business. The fam-
ily lived on a large holding of sev-
eral allotments in Free Street, Kelvin
Grove.

John died on 4 April 1918
at 66 years old and was buried in
Toowong Cemetery. He left an es-
tate of £43,782. with sons Phillip
James and Ernest, monumental ma-
sons, as executors. Christine died
on 1 July 1920 and joined her hus-
band in Toowong Cemetery. She left

Tanphane He JRM

ANMN STREET, BREBEAME
{ams Byena'h Ak

EOHTME AT,
HERDETOHAES, BR0, [¥
MARALA GRAHITE a8 &
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e

BOEINERTAL
EHE REFRTHTER
BE-LATTEREL ET0

J. LOWTHER & SONS
Marble and Stone Masons

Soulpturs Work a speciakity

Designs znd Estimates [mished oo
mpplication

BMarble for Cablast Work b any colowr

several plots of land in portion 280.
An advertisement listing five choice
allotments and a back paddock on
Davidson Street, Kelvin Grove were
later listed by Ernest Lowther of Free
Street.

The following history of the
monumental business has been tak-
en from thousands of classified ad-
vertisements which appeared in the
Brisbane newspapers, almost daily,
over the years.

In 1900 and 1903, John is
carrying on business in Turbot Street
but by 1907 it is flourishing in Ann
Street. Many examples of the com-

LOWTHER & SONS
ANN STREET
1907
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pany’s work can be seen in the South
Brisbane Cemetery. After John’s
death in 1918 a series of advertise-
ments in April 1924, stated To save
the cost of removal we are offering
granite, marble and stone monu-
ments at greatly reduced prices.
Another listed that Lowther & Sons
removal sale was for one month
only.

On 3 May 1924 Lowther &
Sons, monumental masons was listed
as a limited company with a capital
of £15,000 and Friday 19 December
there was an auction of goods and
equipment on the Ann Street site in-
cluding 1,000 sheets of galvanised
iron, 3,000 ft of timber, a two ton
crane made by Forrest and Barr of
Glasgow, a lined office, mantlepiec-
es, firegrates and marble and gran-
ite slabs, not forgetting a life sized
bust of Davey Bowman (whoever he
was).

In 1925 there were two
sets of advertisements: one was for
Lowther’s Marble Works with Er-
nest Lowther as proprietor at 411
Brunswick Street; the other for PJ.
Lowther at 376 Wickham Street
(near the Valley Baths) and soon P.J.
Lowther & Son.

In April 1931 two adver-
tisements announcing a new limited
company with a capital of £10,000
were in the newspaper - one listing
PJ. Lowther & Sons and the other
PJ. Lowther & Son.

On 13-14 August 1928 a
small advertisement for show goers
listed Lowther’s Marble Works at
Bowen Bridge whilst advertisements
for PJ. Lowther still listed only
Wickham Street.

In 1933 the advertisements
listed Wickham Street and Lutwy-
che Road, Bowen Bridge. Now was
the need for this expansion the huge
contract for the new State Insurance
Buildings in Adelaide Street next to
Anzac Square.

In 1934/5/6 not only Wick-
ham Street was listed but both Wick-
ham Street and 108 Lutwyche Road
were included. In May 1938 only the
Lutwyche Road address was given.

The company continued

36,000 Feet
of Marble & Terrazzo

COMTRIEING THE WHOLE OF THE MANSIEN AND TERRLESG SLAN
WORN IN THE NEW

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE
BUILDINGS

WAS NANTFACTTEED AND SUFTFLIED BY

P. J. LOWTHER & SON

PTY.

MONTMENTAL SOULFTORS AND SFECIATINTS IN ALL WINDE OF
MARRIE TERBATZED, AND CONORETE WORE

- WICKHAM STRENT, VALLEY, BEINRANE FEONE BMSEL

AND LUTWYCHE BOAD, BOWEN BRREIDGE, BEEIARANE FEONE MiiiL

LTD.

lip’s death on 13 April 1948, the &
Son - Leslie John Lowther was the
managing director. He lived at Ral-
ston Street, Wilston and at his death
on 25 November 1951 at Gympie
Road, Kedron.

Now we all remember the
& Lutwyche Road premises which
& consisted of a huge galvanised iron
= structure which had a work entrance
< on Victoria Street. An impressive
S marble faced office was built on Lut-
& wyche Road.
Next time you see a memo-
e rial, such as the plinth of the Boer
* War soldier in Anzac Square or other

Sy
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with many successful contracts in-
cluding stonework for the university
buildings at St Lucia and for supplies
to the Imperial War Graves Commis-
sion.

Now it seems that after Phil-

memorial with the inscrip-
tion P. J. Lowther you will
know a little more about
its history.
- | Speculation: After John’s
| death did Phillip and Er-
*| nest sell up the Ann Street
&l business and start up indi-
vidual busineses. The ad-
vertisements suggest this
but with the 1931 compa-
ny, did they come together
or did Phillip buy out Ernest? Or did
Ernest start the Bowen Bridge Works
first? In more recent years the prop-
erty was sold. We’ll leave the rest of
the story for someone else to write.
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Looking Fifty
Years Ahead

Continued from Page Two

Road at Aspley. The St Kilda Road
in Melbourne is an instance what can
be done in the planting and beautifi-
cation of our highways.

The Anglican and Roman
Catholic Cathedrals will have been
completed and the spires and domes
of these noble edifices will be strik-
ing landmarks in the general view.
The Public Library and Art Gallery,
and Museum will also be handsome
buildings worthy of a great city and

=__"

needs of shipping which will come
from every corner of the world.

The suburban railways will
have been electrified, providing a
speed of 50 miles an hour, and bring-
ing residents from the most remote
suburbs to the centre of the city in
less time than it now takes to bring
them to the same point from some
of the existing tram termini only
one third of the distance. A railway
bridge will have brought the Sydney

a great State. The University at St
Lucia, will long have been an ac-
complished fact.

The great Kangaroo Point
Bridge will have induced the princi-
pal shipping concerns to find wharf-
age accommodation lower down the
river and wharves at Bulimba, Ham-
ilton and Pinkenba will be crowded
with vessels the inevitable result be-
ing the transfer of the centre of trade,
the replacement of residences in the
vicinity of the shipping warehouses
and factories, and the zoning of the
whole area between New Farm Park
and Breakfast Creek as an industrial
and commercial district.

The Bulimba Ferry will be
replaced by a wide tunnel under the
river, sufficient for all requirements
of traffic. The port will be provided
with graving docks to meet the

trains over the river to a fine mod-
ern railway station standing near the
present Roma Street Police Barracks,
whence standard gauge railway lines
will run through the State and also
provide connection with Darwin and
North-western Australia. Level rail-
way crossings through the city will
have been abolished. The long lines
of wharves and docks will be served
by railway lines passing under the
city. Other underground lines will
have been provided for passenger
traffic. The present trains will have
been supplanted by underground rail-
ways and by vastly improved buses
propelled by mechanical power far
in advance of any present method.
Not only the radial routes will thus
be served but well-planned services
will have connected the suburbs.
The abolition of overhead
wires for the electric bus will have

removed the last of the obnoxious
overhead wires, for all others would
have been carried underground long
before.

A great improvement in
Woolloongabba, in addition to the
abolition of level railway crossings,
will have been made by the removal
of the present ugly railway yards
and the substitution of a colonnade
of handsome shops and business
premises in their place.

The canalisation of Break-
fast Creek will have been completed
and the work crowned by the erec-
tion of a couple of locks, by which
means the channel will have been
navigable at all times for vessels of
light draught, providing cheap water
carriage for a number of factories
and the preventing of the exposure
of slimy mud at low tide. Swim-
ming baths will have been liberally
provided in various parts of the area,
and modern lavatory accommodation
will have been installed throughout
the city.

Restrictions of the height
of new buildings will have been en-
forced, in order that such buildings
shall not hold undue numbers of per-
sons to congest traffic in peak hours,
and an up-to-date system of traffic
control will have been inaugurated.
The City Council will also exercise
a wise control over private architec-
ture. The draining and filling of in
of swamplands and their conversion
into ornamental parks, recreation
grounds and playing fields, is one
of the matters of prime importance
which must engage the attention of
future councils, and it is sure not
too much to hope that the present
miasmatic breeding homes for mos-
quitoes will have become useful and
attractive adornments to the city.

In the course of fifty years,
Brisbane will have become a second
Sydney, and will be, moreover, one
of the busiest cities in Australia. Its
situation is one of the most beauti-
ful that could be obtained, and I be-
lieve that the growing civic sense of
its people will ensure for a splendid
destiny.

Courier-Mail: 11 January 1935.
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PALING ESTATES

Wilston

The Paling Estates are the
heart of Wilston. Originally they
were part of a much larger sub-divi-
sion called the Eildon Hill Estate
which was put up for sale in 1885.
The demand for these allotments was
not great and many remained unsold
for a long time.

Sydney music store owner
William Henry Paling purchased
several whole streets of allotments
and didn’t see any return to this pur-
chase in his lifetime. At one time he

i ™ B ™
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wrote to the Windsor Shire Council
requesting he be levied rates on the
whole of his purchase rather than on
the individual allotments.

An information archive has
been compiled on these estates and
is available at the Council Chambers.
As well as the usual newspapers clip-
pings there is a directory section of
residents who resided there over the
years which was compiled by Jack
and June Mann.

The Paling Estates were sold
in two sections: the first on 16 Octo-
ber 1909 and the second on 8 April
1911. Cameron Bros conducted the
sales on behalf of the trustees of the
late W. H. Paling. Paling had died
on 27 August 1895 at Stanmore. He
married Mary Anne Maney at Nor-
wich in England and had no family.

After her death in 1877, he married
at the age of 53 years, widow, Annie
Lake nee Leeder in the following
year. His estate valued at £208,563
was largely inherited by his three
step-sons. The allotments in the
original estate were large but on re-
development in 1909 and 1911, they
were reduced in size to an average
of 16 perches each. The street layout
was also changed with the addition
of Paling Street. Since the release
the names of the streets: First, Sec-
ond, Third and Fourth Avenues have
been changed to Anthill, Hawdon,
Dalrymple and Angliss Streets.

Willem Hendrik Paling,
the son of a piano builder, Jan Hen-
drik Paling and Aagie (Agnes) Van
Batenburg, was born in Woerden,
Netherlands, on 1 September 1825.
In his youth he studied violin under
the famous Barthélemy Tours and
later became a teacher at the Rotter-
dam Academy.

At the age of 28, he decid-
ed to migrate to Australia and the
Palings arrived in Sydney in 1853
where he offered his services as a
teacher of music (violin and piano)
and performer. The Palings resided
at 66 Macquarie Street. He set up a
business at Wynyard Square and was
heavily involved in the music scene.

His younger brother Rich-
ard also emigrated to Melbourne
in 1856 on the Royal Charter and
ran a music store. He had fourteen
children and later became a partner
in his brother’s business.

In 1864 W.H. went to Eu-
rope to buy instruments and sheet
music for his expanding business
which included agencies for may pi-

=
2

ano makers. An entry was found for

a steerage passage from Plymouth
to Melbourne in May 1864 for for-
eigner W.H., a merchant and his
English wife May A. on the Suffolk.
Two references for naturalisation

were found for William - one in New
South Wales on 2 November 1861
and another in Queensland in 1878.
A search of passenger lists
shows that Paling travelled frequent-
ly. Here are just a few of those list-
ings: 1867 to Melbourne and return,
Alexandra, City of Melbourne,
1870-71 to Europe, 1872 Florence
Irving from Brisbane, 1873 return to
Melbourne on Wonga Wonga, 1875
return to Melbourne on Went-
worth and City of Adelaide, 1877
return to Melbourne on Alexandra
and City of Adelaide, 1877-8 return
to Melbourne on City of Adelaide
and Wotonga, 1878 from Cooktown
on Egmont, 1880 from Brisbane on
Wotonga, 1883 from San Francisco
on City of Sydney, and 1884-5 to

Austria, 1890 from London on Ar-
cadia. The business expanded rapid-
ly in Sydney with new premises and
branches were opened in Toowoom-
ba in 1884, Brisbane in 1888 and
Newcastle in 1892 and later Lismore
and Rockhampton.. In 1888 as part
of the centenary celebrations of the
founding of New South Wales, Pal-
ing donated a valuable model farm
at Camden for the erection of a hos-
pital for convalescents and also an

§ endowment of £10,000.
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RAINFALL and

FLLOODS- 1888

Notwithstanding last week
opened with such fine weather the
break on Saturday evening and the
incessant rain which fell on Sunday
go to show how groundless were
the hopes that the worst of the wet
weather had passed. The meteoro-
logical prophets certainly did warn
us that Jupiter Pluvius was still
knocking about in close proximity
to Moreton Bay, but it is doubtful
if even they anticipated such an in-
cessant sweeping of the heavens as
was experienced yesterday. All over
the suburbs, in the low lying parts,
nothing but lakes of water were to be
seen, the water, in some instances,
not having run off up to the time of
our going to press yesterday, and
in the city itself few indeed were
the cellars that could keep out the
rain and escape the attentions of the
pump, whilst accounts of damage
have come pouring in this morning
with such rapidity upon lucky pos-

sessors of household property that
if their word can be relied on there
will be nothing but houses for sale
during the next few days. New Farm,
Enoggera, Kelvin Grove, and the
surrounding districts appear to have
suffered most. The water was flow-
ing over the bridge at the creek near
Bancroft’s gardens, (Kelvin Grove
Road) and running a banker with
such force that it is a wonder the
structure did not carry away. John
received the full benefit of the water,
no shirks rising in fine weather, and
had his gardens completely washed
out, in some instances there being
between 3 and 4 feet of water over
them, whilst it was a case of swim-
ming to save the “wellitables.” Fully
five eighths of the flat on the old race-
course at New Farm was submerged,
and the water fence-high on that part
of the racecourse. Matthews’s gar-
dens. Teneriffe swamp overflowed,
and the waters ran so rapidly that

the inhabitants in the neighbourhood
anticipated similar disastrous experi-
ences to those of the great flood of
January, 1887, but fortunately their
fears turned out to be groundless,
and no casualties were sustained. At
Coorparoo 312 inches of rain fell on
Sunday alone. So it is not surprising
that the Stanley Bridge Estate and the
Thompson Estate were converted for
the time being into large lagoons. In
the Valley the water near the Water-
loo Hotel ran very high, and all the
lower parts were flooded.

The Swan Hill Estate, Break-
fast Creek, was also a temporary
swamp, and a little above the Bowen
Bridge the creek ran a banker, and
at one time during Sunday afternoon
it looked as if the water would even
rise higher than the bridge itself.
On the river at midnight on Sunday

o

the tide was very high, and a strong cf_a:
current was running, but although &

there were several narrow escapes
amongst the shipping no lives were
lost nor any serious damage done to
property. The break yesterday morn-
ing enabled all the flood water to run
off and allay any apprehensions in
uneasy minds of last year’s experi-
ences being repeated.

A LATER FLOOD
AT BOWEN BRIDGE

sy,
-
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CENTENARY

1788 -

The Australian Centenary.
PUBLIC HOLIDAY.

The prospect of fine weather
for the holiday yesterday was not
very promising, as for several hours
before noon rain threatened to in-
terfere with the day’s proceedings.
Fortunately, however, it kept off,
and the passing clouds which ob-
scured the sun, and the gentle breeze
blowing made the day favourable for
holiday-makers. The town itself pre-
sented quite a gala appearance,

very few business places remaining
open, and the people seemed bent on
pleasure. A salute of nineteen guns

was fired from the Queen’s Park
= = R [ T

sBRISBA

e

1338

Battery at an early hour in honour of
the day, and from several business
houses flags floated, while nearly all
the steamers displayed bunting. The
various excursion steamers were
well filled, especially the Kate and
the Beaver, the former chartered by
the stonemasons and the latter by the
Australian Natives Association. The
members of the Defence Force were
afforded a trip across the Bay in the
Otter, which was taken advantage
of, and thoroughly enjoyed by many.
Not a little interest was taken in the
sports at King Island, which passed
off successfully, and the Bourne Cup
was won by the Nyoola. The traffic
on the railway and trams—especial-
ly the latter—was not, however, so
great as had been anticipated. Spe-
cial trains were run between Bris-
bane and Sandgate, and the Race-
course, and extra cars were placed
on the Breakfast Creek and Exhibi-
tion lines by the Tramway Company,
but the traffic was scarcely such as

s - = T

| E 1888 [

==
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to warrant the increase. About 600
tickets were issued on the main line,
and on the Sandgate line about 2000.
Many persons also travelled by ‘bus
and private vehicles.

The private picnics and par-
ties both on land and water were es-
pecially numerous; and it is estimat-
ed that fully 600 persons picnicked
on the beach at Sandgate. The Q.T.C.
Summer Meeting at Eagle Farm and
the Centennial Sports at the Exhibi-
tion each attracted large numbers of
holiday-seekers, between 3000 and
4000 attending the racecourse. In the
evening the burlesque, “Don Juan,
Junior,” was produced at the Gaiety
Theatre to a crowded audience, and
at the Theatre Royal the Hugo Min-
strels gave a varied entertainment to
a full and appreciative house. The
YM.C.A. tea-meeting and social
gathering at the rooms was very
largely attended, and proved a suc-

cess both financially and otherwise.
Brisbane Courier: 27 January 1888.

FULL-SIZED
_PRINT‘DISPLAYED
AT CHAMBERS
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First Settler

WILLIAM DURSTON

You would think that with
the Durston family being reputed as
the first settled family the Windsor
area, that an article like this would
have been written long ago. Maybe
it is because they only stayed in
Windsor for about ten years and that
the last traces of them, their house,
Stoneleigh, was demolished in Sep-
tember 1996.

William Durston, eldest
son of William Durston and Ann
Thomasine Dutton, was christened
on 16 March 1834 at Ashcroft, Som-
erset England. We can follow the
family by way of the censuses.

1841 English Census:

William Durston 35, Ann Durston
40, Mary Durston 10, Jane Durston
8, William Durston 6, Sarah Durston
4, Lenath Durston 2: were at Ash-

croft.
(*Note: The ages in the 1841 Census are often
rounded.)

1851 English Census:

William Durston 48, labourer, Ann
50, William 17, Leaneth 12, Eliza-
beth 10; were at Ashcott.

Seven years later at East
Huntspill, we find that William has
married Sarah Crook on 30 May
1858. Sarah, christened on 9 January
1831 at Huntspill, was the daughter
of William and Mary Crook.

1841 English Census:

*William Crook 45, farmer, Mary
Crook 45, William Crook 15, Alfred
Crook 15, Sarah Crook 10, Clara
Crook 6; were at Huntspill.

Only Clara 15 was living at
home with her parents in the 1851
Census.

Just a fortnight after their
marriage, William and Sarah sailed
from Birkenhead on the 1270 ton
chartered ship, Alfred, bound for
Moreton Bay. The ship, commanded
by Captain Cossey carried 437 im-
migrants, arriving on 24 September
after a 90 day voyage. So happy
were the passengers that they placed

several advertisements in the More-
ton Bay Courier thanking the Cap-
tain and officers for such a success-
ful voyage.

It is believed that the
Durstons lived at Bulimba on arrival
and eldest daughter, Mary Shamsing
(later Tamson) Durston arrived on
24 October 1858.

On 16 July 1859, at the Bris-
bane Land Sales, Durston purchased
Lot 36, being Portion 156, Parish of
Enoggera, consisting of 19 acres, 3
roods 19 perches. The land is best
described now as fronting Truro
Street from the Albion Road corner.
Until the Bowen Bridge was opened
in 1860, to get to his land, Durston
would have to travel by Sandgate

Sarah and baby Mary, moved into
a basic shelter on the property soon
after purchase because their second
daughter, Clara was born there with
next door neighbour, Mrs Thond-
ley assisting the birth. Clara Jane
Durston was born on 3 October
1860. Immediate neighbours were
the Lane and Thondley families who
settled just after the Durstons. As a
land owner, Durston appeared on the
East Moreton Electoral Roll in 1860.

With the new Upper Breakfast Creek
(Bowen) Bridge now open, it seems
many residents and travellers began
making a short cut from the corner
of Durston’s property to the Kedron
Brook Crossing. Adjoining large
property holder, Nehemiah Bartley
was so annoyed that he placed ad-
vertisements in the paper about peo-
ple taking down the rails and going
onto his property.

The short cut became so
popular that a petition was made
to the government and on 30 June
1862, a paragraph in the Courier an-
nounced that a new road at Kedron
Brook had been confirmed running
through the lands of J. & G. Harris,
T. Bradshaw, Sarah Sophia Bartley
and W. Durston. We know this road
now as Lutwyche Road and it only
started at the corner of Durston’s
land and looped through Bartley’s
because a hollow and then followed
the fence lines.

Elizabeth Ann Durston was
born in 1862. Next was Harriet
Durston who was born on 8 Septem-
ber 1864, with neighbour Mrs Lane
assisting with the birth.

1865 saw the opening of
the Bowen Bridge Road National
School only a short distance from
the Durston property and Mary,
nearly 7 years old, and Clara, nearly
5 years were among the first pupils
to be enrolled. William  Durston
(jr) was born on 12 May 1866 with
neighbour Mrs Baker assisting with
the birth. William died young on 17
July 1868 only two months after his
second birthday. Sarah Ann Durston
completed this family.

Now on 14 August 1863 a
Certificate of Title (which replaced
the Deed of Grant) was issued to Wil-
liam Durston for his land subject to
an Equitable Mortgage to Frederick
August Forbes to recind the repay-
ment of a Promissory Note for the
sum of £100. On 24 October 1865
this equitable mortgage was released
and replaced by a Bill of Mortgage
for £300 at an interest rate of 20% to
be repaid by 24 November 1866.

In February 1866, yet an-
other £100 was obtained to be repaid
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on 22 February 1867. In March 1866
still another £100 was obtained to be
repaid by 22 March 1867.

Now Durston was initially
listed as a labourer and by 1866, a
drayman and he had a debt of over
£600 at 20% - a total over £700 to be
paid to Forbes within a year. What
was all this money used for? Was it a
substantial stone cottage?

Indeed it was being used
to construct a fine twelve-roomed
house. It seems that Durston had
sold Forbes on the idea that a hotel
would be a viable property on the
new road. The material used was
fine pink Brisbane tuff quarried on
the site. The house had three levels:
main floor, large cellar and laundry
area and an attic reached by a stair-
case.

In August 1866 in attempt to
realise some money, Durston sold an
allotment, containing 32 perches, on
his Albion Road frontage to Stephen
Foreman.

On 10 September 1866 the
building was christened by having a
meeting of the Brickmaker’s Society
in Mr Durston’s new hotel building
on Bowen Bridge Road.

Unfortunately for Durston
he was repeatedly refused a vict-
ualler’s licence and he was getting
desperate. On 10 November 1866
an advertisement appeared in the
Brisbane Courier and reappeared
several times during the month. The
first mortgage was due on the 24 No-
vember.

FOR SALE or TO LET, a New Substantial
Stone HOUSE, containing 12 rooms with
extensive cellarage, etc, etc, together with
five acres of land, situate at the corner of
the Bowen Bridge and Breakfast Creek
Roads, opposite the National School. Ap-
ply to JOHN CAMERON, Auctioneer, on
WILLIAM DURSTON, on the ground.

The idea of starting a hotel
was now lost. Apparently Durston
was unable to sell the property and
was unable to re-pay the mortga-
gor, so Forbes took control and on
8 February 1869, Frederick August
Forbes sold the property to his son,
F.A. Forbes (jr) of Rockhampton for
the vast sum of FIVE SHILLINGS.
Guess what? Forbes senior of Ips-
wich was declared bankrupt in 1870.
Later junior sold it for £600.

To rub salt into Durston’s
wounds a timber hotel, the Red Lion
was opened on the next property and
also in 1868 the Edinburgh Castle
Hotel was opened in Kedron.

RUSHER

Gold had been discovered
in the Mary River by James Nash
in 1867 and a great rush developed.
Penniless William and Sarah Durston
and their daughters joined in. Life
was hard on the goldfields and on
2 October 1873 Sarah Durston died
leaving a husband and five children
to mourn her loss. It is supposed that
the eldest daughter, Mary now 15,

cared for her younger sisters.

William was a busy man. In
1876 he was manager of the Excel-
sior mine. In 1878 he was involved
with the North and South Lady
Mary Tribute Mines where he had
a shareholding and they were find-
ing good specimens. Also that year
he applied for 640 acres of land near
Traveston on conditional purchase.
With a partner he had six miles of
tramway built to transport pine tim-
ber to Tin Can Bay.

T

Right through the 1880s,
Durston was involved with several
mines as owner, manager or contrac-
tor. Some were the Golden Cur-
rie, the Victoria Extended and the
South New Zealand. In 1886, he
and partners claimed a block of the
new Glastonbury field.

On 28 June 1880, eldest
daughter, Mary Tamson married Tho-
mas Edward Betts in Gympie. Clara
Jane married Sydney Fleming on 5
August 1885. Third daughter, Eliza-
beth married Daniel Thomas Sky-
ring of Traveston on 7 August 1885.
Harriet married William Walker on 8
September 1891 and Sarah Ann mar-
ried Levi Farmer on 5 September
1896. In 1905 William was a guest
at the social and dance his daughter’s
in-laws’ (Mr and Mrs Betts) silver
wedding at Glastonbury. This large
function went on all night and the
guests left for home after breakfast.

In February 1907, William
Durston passed away at his property
at Horseshoe Bend and was buried
in the Gympie Cemetery. His obitu-
ary recalled that when he arrived in
Gympie it was a canvas town and he
pegged out an alluvial claim at Deep
Creek. He then moved to reef mining
and this enabled him to start farming
at Goomboorian but he subsequently
returned to the goldfields and spent
his remaining days there.

He was seventy-two years of
age and he left a family of five mar-
ried daughters.

Researched by David Teague.

AUGUST 2023 - JOURNAL - WINDSOR & DISTRICTS’ HISTORICAL SOCIETY - PAGE THIRTEEN



STONELEIGH

The Next Chapter

After Frederick Forbes (jr)
acquired this stone property on the
corner of Lutwyche and Albion
Roads, for five shillings in 1869,
nothing is known until 15 September
1874 when advertisements started

appearing in the Brisbane Courier;
For Private Sale: That Valuable PROPERTY
on the Bowen Bridge-road, at the corner of
Government Road leading to Albion Hotel.
Residence, etc. A bargain.

James R. Dickson.

On 16 December 1874 an
agreement was reached and John
Lloyd Bale of Brisbane became the
owner of the house together with 11
acres 2 roods of land. It cost Bale
£600 - ironically the same amount
that Durston had borrowed nine
years earlier.

John Lloyd Bale, son of
John Bale and Hannah Lloyd, was
born on 18 January 1836 in London
and at the age of thirteen arrived with
his parents and siblings at Moreton
Bay aboard the Chaseley (one of Dr
John Dunmore Lang’s ships) in May
1849.

Bale worked in a grocery
store and at the age of twenty mar-
ried Eliza Slaughter, daughter of
Alfred Slaughter and Caroline Dar-
ling, born 26 June 1836, St Giles,
Middlesex on 4 August 1856. The
Slaughter family arrived in More-
ton Bay aboard another of Dr Lang’s

ships, the Fortitude, in January
1849. Slaughter was a London drap-
ers and on arrival he soon sold the
stock he had brought with him and
commenced buying and selling skins
etc. Notices of his insolvency ap-
peared in the newspapers in 1853.

For a while Bale had his
own grocery shop in Ann Street,
Fortitude Valley and later worked as
a bookkeeper for W.D. Brookes,
ironmonger. In 1861  Alfred
Slaughter started the No. 2
Queensland building society and
son-in-law, Bale, became the
secretary and manager. The Brisbane
Mutual Building Society (1870) had
Bale as its secretary and in 1874
when the new Brisbane Permanent
Benefit Building and Investment So-
ciety started, Bale became the man-
ager until 1884.

The Bale family soon in-
creased in numbers with the arrival

of:
John Alfred Bale, 1857

Alice Eliza Bale, 1859

Annie Bale, 1861

Ada Helen Bale, 1867

Arthur William Bale, 1870

Albert Edward Bale, 1873

In 1874, John Lloyd Bale
carried on his business from an of-
fice in Adelaide Street, Brisbane and
was listed as a general agent, and
later as a broker and later again as
an accountant. It was 1874 when the
family moved from Fernyside to
their new property at Windsor and
before the month was out he was
complaining that the main north road

T

Fortitude
1848 and arrived in Moreton Bay on 20
January 1849. Captain John Christmas.

man of the Ithaca Divisional Board
- 1880-82 and member of the Leg-
islative Assembly for Enoggera in
1883.

He was also chairman of
the Lutwyche Board of Health and
committee chairman of the Bowen
Bridge State School and honorary
organist at the Wharf Street Baptist
Church.

In the 1880s, Bale’s health
deteriorated and hoping that a change
of air would cause an improvement,
he moved to his country property,
Kensington Lodge, at Oxley.

He died on Sunday 22 No-
vember 1885 and his funeral left
Stoneleigh the following Tuesday
for Toowong Cemetery.

A couple of months before
his death much of the Stoneleigh
property was divided into 141 allot-
ments, many 14 perches in size. Eliza
Bale, grown up daughters Annie and
Ada (now you know where the street
names came from) and schoolboys
Arthur and Albert were left at home.

Eliza Bale died on 9 January
1894. Arthur Bale had Kensington
Lodge transported from Oxley to
be part of the Stoneleigh Estate
and his family occupied the house
for the next couple of generations.

On 12 July 1889, Alexan-
der Smith Leslie became the owner

traffic was encroaching on his prop- = of Stoneleigh followed by widow,
erty. Later the authorities decided to § Lady Marion Gore who had lived at
level the road to keep traffic from his F’é Dunrobin at Albion. The name of
property, Bale complained that with & the house was changed to Hildawin
the blasting rocks were landing on g and occupied by Marion and her new
his yard. Bale probably named the $ husband, ship’s captain, Jarius Ed-

property Stoneleigh.

i- win Withers.

Bale was heavily involved =3 For information on subsequent owners con-

in civic affairs being on the Brisbane ¢2
Municipal Council - 1872-84, Chair- ¢

sult the Journal article on the Garden Serv-
ice Station and also refer to the obituary for
John L. Bale in August 2019 issue.
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DRYSDALE

& RIDGEWAY

The firm of Drysdale
and Ridgway, general engineers,
McLachlan-street, Valley, was com-
menced in 1922, and after starting
out in a very small way, has made
good progressive steps during its
past eight years of trading—a well-
merited reward for the excellent and
conscientious service given to its
many clients over this period. Messrs
Drysdale and Ridgway command a
fair share of their trade of calling, and
are able to quote for and handle jobs
and contracts both small and large,
and guarantee to turn out the work
up to requirements and with entire
satisfaction. The fabrication of struc-
tural steelwork is one of their main
undertakings, and they have turned
out quite a number of jobs in Bris-
bane and throughout Queensland,
including stanchions and beams as
adapted to steel framed building
construction, hundreds of steel can-
tilevers for awnings over footpaths,
and numerous angle iron constructed
roof truss principles. Boiler work is
another branch of their service, and
they have carried through quite a
number of contracts in and around
Brisbane and districts. These re-
pairs are undertaken at shortest
notice, and expert workmen are
sent to any part of the State. The
fi rm also is Queensland agent for
the Wilton patent furnace grate, as
adapted to any type of boiler for
steam raising, and points out that
the introduction of these grates
means considerable economy in
fuel, with an increase of effi ciency.
These grates consume low grade
and inferior types of fuel, and
trade refuse, and 35,000 of them
are successfully used throughout
the world. Water storage tanks,
crude oil tanks, and tanks of
many other descriptions, also air
receivers carrying all pressures,

are made up by Messrs Drysdale
and Ridgway, with either riveted
joints or welded by means of the
electric or oxy-acetylene process
of welding. Steel chimneys also
come under their attention either
for repairs or renewals, and they
turn out pipe coil work for ammo-
nia or steam. All classes of build-
ers’ iron-work is catered for, such
as straps and rods for timber, roof
trusses. &c. wrought iron balus-
trading to floors and staircases,
ornamental W.I. gates and grilles,
and pipe handrails, and prices for

all work are keenly competitive.
Brisbane Courier: 5§ August 1930

Starting from 1923, classi-
fied advertisements were found for
the company quite regularly. In 1931
the company moved to three acres of
land at 64 Bowen Bridge Road and
operated from a large steel framed
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building 300 feet long by 100 feet
wide. They obtained much of their
crude steel from Broken Hill Pty Ltd
and converted it into steel girders of
all shapes and sizes. At that time the
company was under the direction of
Mr D. A. Drysdale.

In 1932 Drysdale & Ridge-
way issued a calendar with a page
for each month illustrated by a pho-
tograph of some well-known beauty
spot in Australia - Barrier Reef, Tas-
mania, Australian Alps.

The company was awarded
several war contracts including the
steelwork for munitions buildings at
Toombul.

Steelwork for many other
buildings over the years was built
- girders for the General Rubber
Works building in Perry Street,
steelwork for the Taubmans factory
at Yeronga are but two.

Drysdale & Ridgeway sup-
plied a 450 ton approach span bear-
ing and girders for the new Burdekin
Bridge in 1947.

In 1950 a division of Drys-
dale & Ridgeway, Econo-Steel
Company was formed and supplied
various forms of kit buildings suit-
able as shearing sheds, farm houses
and buildings.

In 1995, a notice appeared in
the Commonwealth of Australia Ga-
zette relating to the winding up and
property disposed of the company.
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GEORGE ARTHUR

VAUGHAN

Government Printer
Shunted.
CAPABLE EXPERIENCED
OFFIC1AL RETRENCHED
POLITICAL JOBBERY.

The fate which has overtak-
en that courteous and capable offi-
cial, Mr George Arthur Vaughan, the
Government Printer, must make him
rue the day he ever entered the serv-
ice (writes the “Sun.”) It is criminal
of a country that it should permit the
existence of a system which allows
men to be thrown from their occupa-
tions at the will and caprice of a man
or body of men, who are not capa-
ble to judge of the ability of the men
whom they practically hold up to
censure. Mr Vaughan, who had thor-
oughly learned his trade in the fore-
most. Australian printery of the time
came to Brisbane in 1881, and en-
tered the service of the Government
Printer on piece work. But his merit
was quickly recognised, and without
any influence, except that springing
from his own ability, he rose until he
became Government Printer in 1902.
No man could have done more.

Many a man would have
been satisfied with having achieved
less. Of his work as Government
Printer, he can point with pride to
the fact that he has run that office in
the “retrenchment ““ years by many
thousands of pounds less in the way
of expenditure than any of his pred-
ecessors. At the sweet will of a cabi-
net that is bossed by extraneous in-
fluences. Mr Vaughan is compelled
to retire on the ground that he is over
63 - about 67 years of age. There is
no pretence that he is incapable, or
that, he has outlived his usefulness.
He has simply to make way, when
in the plenitude of his powers and
the fitness of his experience, for an
inferior man, if that man is selected
from the service - for a man who
will want at least two years to set-

tle down in his new surroundings, if
he is chosen from outside the serv-
ice. People who have manifested the
least interest in politics know that a
certain party had long marked him
for destruction. Complaints had been
made to its members by dissatisfied
casual employees, who directed all
their spleen and venom against the
chief of a department, as if he were
responsible for a Minister’s or a Par-
liament’s directions. For three years
at least complaints have been told
by certain politicians, “Wait a bit,
Vaughan’s turn is coming. We shall
deal with him directly.” The “direct-
ly” has at length arrived.

Mr Vaughan has the satisfac-
tion of knowing that there is no one
in the service, fit to take his place.
What is more, is the fact that a pre-
judiced Cabinet also is aware of this
though they may not be aware that
Mr Vaughan has had for the past six
years to contend with the bitter hos-
tility and covert insubordination of
two out of three of his principal sub-
ordinates. It is just possible his man-
tle may descend on the third. That is
neither here nor there, because two
out of three employees in the office
think themselves fitted to assume the
command now.

The “Sun” has no hesitation
in saying that the vacancy, when Mr
Vaughan’s leave expires, will be
filled from outside of the service,
and also from outside Queensland.
The gentleman in whose interests
this shuffle has been performed is
ex-Senator Hon. W. G. Higgs, once
editor of the “Worker.” He may be
fitted to succeed Mr Vaughan, after
a year or two’s coaching—that is be-
side the question—but the manner in

which the vacancy has been created
for him is scandalous and criminal in
the last degree.

Cairns Post: 26 May 1908.
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ALFRED

SCELLS

Obituary

MR A. SCELLS

In the passing, of Mr Al-
fred Scells, J.P., late of Thorrold
street, Wooloowin, Brisbane, and
formerly of Ipswich, Fassifern, and
Harrisville districts, one more most
interesting link with pioneering days
is severed. Mr Scells was born in
Herefordshire, England, on July 9,
1839, came to Australia when he
was 10 years of age, and has lived in
Queensland for over 74 years. He ar-
rived in Cooksland in 1849, coming
by the Chaseley, and holding one of
Dr Lang’s land orders still carefully
preserved. For two years he went to
Welsby’s school. At 12 he was em-
ployed by H. M. Cockburn, com-
mission agent (H. Nelson being head
clerk, afterwards Premier Sir Hugh
Nelson). He was promoted to service
in Ipswich with H. Kilner, chemist,
and later was with W. Henderson,
and J. Pettigrew, draper. At 16 he
went to Sydney, witnessed the wreck
of the Dunbar, and helped in col-
lecting the wreckage. Next year saw
him in Geelong, where he temporar-
ily managed Craig and Whitefi eld’s
store at Queenscliffe.

After residence in N.S.W. at
Bathurst and Singleton, he returned
to Ipswich, and for 40 years
followed grazing and farming
near Harris-ville. In 1891, when
the drought brought cattle to 2s.
6d. a head, he came to Silkstone,
where he lived 4 years, later going
to Sandgate, and in 1904 he took
up his residence

at Wooloowin enjoying excellent
health all his life until a few months
ago. Mr Scells was well known in
Methodist Church circles, where
for very many years he travelled
over 400 miles per quarter as local
preacher, and held several offi cial
positions. His commission as Justice
of the Peace dates from 1887 and for
seven years he was regularly found
unremittingly associated in an hon-
orary capacity with Messrs Ranking,
PM. and Armstrong, P.M., in the
Metropolitan Courts of Petty ses-
sions, his decisions being based on
practical knowledge and sound prin
ciples.
§IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE
Chaseley: Left the anchorage
called The Downs on the Kent
Coast on 27 December 1848
and arrived in Moreton Bay on
1 May 1849 - one of Dr Lang’s
three ships. The others were
the Fortitude and the Lima.
Listed on the passenger list
were:

Scells: John 42, cooper; Maud
36, Harriet 11; Alfred 9; G. 5;
Catherine 2; Hertford.

S O T T T

DUNBAR - WRECKED AT SYD-
NEY HEADS WITH ONLY ONE
SURVIVOR.

His family include 13 chil-
dren by his first wife, Melinda Langs-
ford of Singleton, New South Wales,
10 of whom survive, including Mr
Eric T. Scells, of Wilson’s Plains;
Mr Walter M. Scells, of Brisbane;
Messrs Percy W. Scells and Edgar
A. Scells, of Taringa; Messrs Regi-
nald A. Scells and Maurice V. Scells,
of Albion; Miss L. Scells, Miss Elsie
Scells, and Miss E. Scells, and Mrs
H. Jenyns of Tambourine, and three
children living of his second mar-
riage, his widow surviving him. His
grandchildren number 30, and there
are six great grandchildren.

The funeral was impressive-
ly conducted yesterday, at the Ips-
wich cemetery, by Revs H. Wheller
and A. H. Stokes, there being a large
number of relatives and friends
present, including. Hon. T. Glas-
sey, Hon. E, W. H. Fowles, Mr and
Mrs Morris, Mr Warfold and others.
Wreaths were sent from Wooloowin
State school staff. New Farm State
school teachers, Mr and Mrs A, J.
Littledike, Mr and Mrs G. J. Watson.
Mr and Mrs Fowles and others.

During Mr Scells long resi-
dence in this State he had earned
by his many sterling qualities, the
deep respect of a very wide circle of
friends. In church work he was dis-
tinguished by devotion and a consci
entious performance of official
duty, and as a pioneer and citi-
zen he held an excellent record of
neighbourliness and strict integ-
rity.

The Week: 24 February 1924.
Also on the Chaseley were the Bale
Sfamily (see page 15) and the Markwell
Sfamilies Isaac, William and Samuel from
Lincolnshire.
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KEDRON BROOK

FARMING REPORT

Agriculture around Kelvin

Grove and Kedron Brook
[By Our Agricultural Reporter.]
Brisbane Courier: 16 March 1876.

From Brisbane, ascending
and crossing the range in a northerly
direction, the traveller finds him-
self in a narrow, sunny, little valley
amongst gardens and vineyards; and
as the valley opens out the vine-
yards are continued on the sides of
the slopes for several miles, until
cultivation is lost in the bush. Small
patches of maize occupy a few odd
corners, but it is at once seen that the
chief product is the vine and the juice
of the grape, for which both soil and
climate seem to be admirably adapt-
ed. The entire acreage under vintage
must he considerable, but it is much
scattered all over the district of Ke-
dron Brook; nor had I any means
of ascertaining the quantity of wine
made.

The principal wine growers
are Messrs. Lade, Fulton, Pullen, &c.
A large quantity of the grapes sold
in Brisbane are used for the table,
and the viguorons say that a good
table grape, as a general rule, gives
the best wine both in quality and
quantity. I had understood that the
reverse was nearly the case; but, at
all events, by growing the table vari-
eties, the grower has two chances for
one. There is always a good demand
in Brisbane for fresh picked grapes,
and the smaller growers, who hawk
their produce from door to door, get
their baskets emptied very quickly.
The kinds of grape chiefly grown are
the Isabella, which, however, rip-
ens somewhat irregularly, the black
hamburgh, and muscat.

Bowen Bridge being under
repair, I had to make for Kedron
Brook from the Breakfast Creek
road, turning off to the left at the
bridge, from which, until you reach
the post office at the German Sta-
tion, the road is lined with small
selections, chiefly owned and cul-
tivated by Germans as gardens and
vineyards, with an occasional small
patch of maize, and a considerable

breadth of sweet potatoes, which
here receive some of that attention
to which they are well entitled. The
character of the soil is essentially al-
luvial scrub where cultivated, of a
firm, though not tenacious quality.
There are many swampy black bot-
toms capable of being thoroughly
drained, at present covered with
useless brush and stunted she-oak.
Belts of scrub run out, however, on
these flats, and what is next to use-
less just now, from the density of the
undergrowth, might be converted at
no great expense, by draining and
subsoiling, into valuable agricultural
lands. The land is rich in vegetable
matter, and a never-failing source of
mineral constituents are constantly
undergoing decomposition and dis-
integration.

The whole country lies well
for easy drainage, with a good outfall
both towards the creek and the Pine
River, and I observed any amount of
clay suitable for the manufacture of
pipes and drain-tiles. The general
appearance of the country does not
strike one as indicative of much ad-
vance, having been made as yet in
agriculture. The few implements I
saw were of the simplest and homely

structure, and what cultivation was
going on was with the spade; but this
was upon some of the smaller allot-
ments. The two most, notable fea-
tures are the pineapples and grapes,
Pineapples are grown to a great ex-
tent, and it is not singular to notice
patches of from a quarter to half-
an-acre densely packed with these
plants. There appears, however, to
be little cultivation in the growing of
the pineapple here after it is planted,
and the fruit consequently is small
and stunted, and is at present sold
by retail fruiterers in Brisbane at 1s.
a dozen. I saw only one kind, the
old Queen; the smooth-leafed vari-
ety, the Victoria, did not seem to be
known. The economical uses of the
pineapple have hitherto everywhere
in the colony been very much over-
looked, both as a fruit and fibre plant.
To show what cultivation will do, I
saw the same evening, grown under
similar circumstances to the shriv-
elled specimen I have been describ-
ing, two smooth leaved pineapples
of the Victoria variety, the one 14
Ibs. and the other 12Ibs. weight, the
rind and core in which were much
smaller than in the prickly variety
as generally grown. By planting the
pineapples: much more apart from
each other, so as to admit of more
air, light, and nourishment, the fruit
produced would not be only greatly
improved in appearance and quality,
but nearly a half more of crop, with
a consequent rise in price, might be
expected.

Grapes and wine seem, how-
ever, to command the industry of the
German Station—it is their crop.
Whatever fruit can be sold for the
table is, of course, first disposed of,
and the remainder is converted into
wine. The same varieties are grown
here as at Kelvin Grove and in the
district generally. In the larger and
best vineyards, however, the vines
are trellised on fencing wire on stake
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to stake, which is a great improve-
ment on the simple staking and tying
at the top, generally seen on the Ger-
man Station. The latter plan I have
always looked on as a bad one, and,
very destructive, to the production, of
good fruit, besides being the foster-
er of unnaturally abundant growths
from the root, which consume the
vital energy which ought to be di-
rected to the perfecting the bunches.
A considerable quantity of wine is
made here, and mostly retailed in
small quantities, but it is so new that
except amongst the Germans it is lit-
tle liked or used. It is, however, a fair
specimen of common German wine,
albeit manufactured as it is, in all the
old primitiveness, of “Faderland”
and very little attention is paid to
accommodate or regulate the proc-
ess to suit the different climate and
temperature of its new locality. The
Germans, however, are pleased, and
consider themselves very fortunate
if they save their crop, and escape
the losses arising from hailstorms,
wind, and rain, to which this part of
the district is more than usually li-
able, if such favors are going.

The sweet potato, in point of
extent of area occupied, comes next.
These are grown both for market and
for dairy food, and seem really to
have some care and cultivation be-
stowed on them. Dairying, being an
occupation in which every one, more
or less, is engaged in this part of the
district, seems to have suggested
the value, of both tops and tubers of

*tery commodities, but John has an
Radvantage all the year round, while
iEuropeans fail to bestow that care
Fand attention required during the hot
= and dry months.

The maize grown here is
very limited in extent and very poor,
S'and it scarcely appears to be one of
) the objects of the farmer to grow it,

4o v 01

U1

this plant. Sweet potatoes have been% for it is generally planted in a corner

used extensively and profitably as a
milk-producing root, the quality of
the milk, and subsequent products of
butter and cheese, being greatly im-
proved, though, from the vicinity to
town, little of the latter is made.

Here the sweet potatoes are
planted in drills, thrown up at 36
inches from each other, the distance
between the plants being 20 inches.
The vines are kept well back by con-
stant pulling, and thus prevented
from interlacing and weakening the
growth of the tuber by a too abun-
dant overgrowth. The variety most
commonly grown here is the white,
and a considerable prejudice exists
against the red or pink, which, in
my opinion, is a fi ner quality, mid
produces a heavier crop. The root,
too, is better for cooking, being less
fi brous, and much drier and mealier
than the white - besides being of a
much more compact shape and sub-
stance.

Most of the ordinary gar-
den vegetables are produced here to
some extent, and fi nd their way to
the Brisbane market, and many give
them a preference to “John’s”* wa-

§0f the garden for no other apparent

§ reason than that the proprietor had
nothing else to put upon it. Under
proper cultivation there is nothing to
prevent its success, and abundance
of unreclaimed suitable land lies all
around at present altogether unpro-
ductive.

I saw no more maize than
the remains of a very indifferent
crop which had been gathered six
weeks or two months ago, and on
enquiry as to where the next maize
crop of the season was to be seen, I
got the significant reply, “That there
would not be another harvest till next
year—it is over.”

Lucerne is being introduced
very generally and seems to thrive
well on the higher and drier lands.
What is not used on the farm is sent
into town green, and sold by retail at
very remunerative prices. From what
I have said you may readily gather
that agriculture proper is not so far
advanced here as further up the river.
In many respects the natural advan-
tages of the locality are great, and
cannot fail to make a fair return to
the enterprising cultivator.

A LATER FARM ALONG KEDRON BROOK
KALINGA
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MAIDA HILL

ACCIDENT

Horrible Railway Accident.
A Boy Rushes to His Death.
The residents of the quiet
suburb of Maida Hill and Lutwyche
were yesterday afternoon greatly
shocked at the news that a little boy
had been crushed beneath the wheels
of a train on the Sandgate railway
line, near the Wooloowin station at
about 3 o’clock. The little boy in
question, named James Edgar the
son of a divisional board road em-
ployee, was standing with another
little boy named George Sow at the
gates on the Albion side of the Sta-
tion. Edgar, who was about 10 years
old, and the elder of the two, told his
companion that he would show him
something.

Just at that moment the North

Pine train, which leaves Wooloowin
station at 3.10 p.m., was moving
away from the platform, and as the
engine, which was tender first, was
almost opposite to the gates, Edgar
exclaimed,
“See how smart I will get over,”
and at once dashed across. He had
crossed one rail and his foot was
just leaving the other, when the en-
gine wheel caught it, and swung him
round, threw him down on the line
and then the engine and train passed
over his body.

Mrs Curtis, who, stand-
ing on the opposite side of the line,
had seen the two boys at the gates,
was shocked to see, when the train
passed, the mangled remains of a
man or boy, She could not tell which.
Very soon, however, she recovered,
and seeing that it was one of the little
boys who had been standing at the
opposite side of the line, she gave the
alarm to the relieving stationmaster,

Mr Shale. Several others were speed-
ily on the spot, and Mrs Holmstead
and the wife of the stationmaster of
Wooloowin showed considerable
presence of mind and ability in at-
tending to the unfortunate little fel-
low. When assistance reached him
he was quite conscious, and told
the persons his name, and asked for
a drink, of water, and subsequently
expressed a wish to be taken home.
His injuries were at once seen to be
of a most painful character. His face
was terribly disfigured by bruises,
and his left foot was only attached
to the leg by the sinews. The bones
of the right leg were splintered, and
the limb badly crushed in the most
shocking manner. His arms and back
were also cut and torn, and as evi-
dence of the terrible nature of his in-
juries, it may be stated that for some
time after the accident pieces of flesh
were picked up on the rails and near
the spot.

A constable arrived, and the
boy was taken up and carried to the
station-house, and kept there until
the next Sandgate train arrived, when
he was conveyed to the hospital. The
surgeons did all that was possible
for him, but from the first there was
no hope, and he succumbed to the
injuries shortly after 6 o’clock. In-
formation was sent immediately af-
ter the accident to the boy’s mother,
who keeps a small fruit shop at the
Albion, and to his father, was work-
ing for the shire council, and they
subsequently saw him at the hospital
before death. There is but too much
reason to suppose that the boy liter-

ally courted his death. He had been
seen about on the line earlier in the
day, and Mrs Holmstead said that
she warned him more than once, and
the boy in reply had told her to mind
her own business. In committing the
act which brought about his death,
he was only attempting to repeat pre-
vious performances. He was of an
exceedingly daring disposition, and
altogether too fond of playing about
the line. To this fact several of the
residents of the neighbourhood, it is
believed, are prepared to testify. It
is remarkable that neither the driver,
fireman, nor the guard of the train
knew what had taken place, and in
fact did not know till they reached
Brisbane. It is probable that, had the
engine been working in the usual
way, with cowcatcher first, and not
as it was with tender first, the cow-
catcher would probably have thrown
the boy off the line, and so his life
might have been saved.
Telegraph: 5 February 1890.

Not the Full Story
The following additional ev-
idence was taken in the inquiry into
the death of the boy James Edgar,
who was run over by a train at Wool-
oowin, on the 4th instant. Wm Day,
11 years of age, said that on the af-
ternoon in question he, the deceased
and another boy named George Lowe
were fishing near the Wooloowin
Station Lowe and the deceased had
a quarrel and the latter chased Lowe.
Witness saw them run in the Railway
gates and afterwards saw Edgar hurt.
George Lowe, 7 years of age, gave
corroborative evidence, and stated
that he saw the deceased slip on
the rails, but he did not see the train
run over him. the inquiry was then

closed
Brisbane Courier:14 February 1890.
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