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From the Editor:
Normally in this space 

the list of articles in the next 
edition would appear but as this 
is the last edition that I will re-
search and design, I’ll leave that 
for the next Editor.

Back in the 1990s not 
only did I produce and edit the 
black and white editions, with 
the genrosity of our local City 
Councillor, Maureen Hayes, I 
actually printed them.

Peter Pegg and then Pam 
Masel took over as editors.

In 2013 I resumed the 
task of producing the Newslet-
ters/Journals and enlarged them  
to 20 pages and produced them 
in colour with the printing assist-
ance of local Members of Parlia-
ment. Gem Cowlishaw took on 
the task of sending them out on 
line and in the post whilst Judy 
Willis and Rosalie Raciti took on 
the task of correcting my type-
setting.

THURLOW’S FACTORY
GUTTED

Firemen from three stations 
were called out at 2.50 a.m. to-day 
to fi ght a fi re which is estimated to  
have caused £15,000 damage to one 
of the factories of John Thurlow 
and Sons Limited, manufacturers 
of blinds, in Alice Street, Albion. 
The area is thickly populated and 
the fi remen had a diffi cult task in 
preventing the blaze from spread-
ing. One house nearby was damaged 
considerably, despite the efforts of 
the fi re fi ghters, and their clothes 
and other belongings, were forced to 
move their furniture. More than 800 
people were attracted to the blaze, 
which could be seen for miles, and 
the Albion police were forced to 
take steps to keep the more venture-
some from getting near the fl ames.

The factory, which at day-
break was a mass of twisted iron 
and debris, was one of three build-
ings occupied by Thurlows. It was 
situated between Alice and George 
Streets, and was the most valuable 
of the fi rm’s properties, it being the 
storeroom for expensive machinery,
some of which came from overseas. 
It was the seat of the business. It is 
thought, that a short circuit might 
have started the blaze.

The fi rst news of the fi re was 
received by the Albion police when 
a newspaper worker, George Green-
wood, notifi ed the offi cer in charge, 
that, while on his way to work, he 
had noticed a fi re in the factory. 
The police informed the brigade. 
In a few minutes. Acting Sergeant 
Newton and Constables Duus and P. 
Tracy were on the scene and made 
arrangements a view to keeping the 
rapidly increasing crowd away from 
the blazing building.

Firemen from the head sta-
tion in Ann Street, from Albion, and 

from Toombul fought the blaze for 
hours, but despite their efforts the 
factory was razed to the ground.  

At dawn it was merely a 
mass of twisted iron and debris, and 
only a few girders  stood upright. 
The premises carried a large stock of 
paint in drums and the remains could 
be seen among the debris to-day.

The central portion of the 
building was consumed fi rst. It is 
thought that the fi re must have origi-
nated  there, possibly from the fus-
ing of the electric wires. Although 
neighbours said this morning that 
they saw what appeared to be a fi re-
ball or something like it occur during 
the storm last evening and they think 
that It might have been responsible, 
there is nothing offi cial to support 
this contention.

The firemen practically sur-
rounded the blazing building and 
operated from Alice and George 
Streets. With a good pressure of 
water they were able to reach with 
their hoses to the centre of the 
building, which measured 168ft 
by 60ft and was 30ft or so high. It 
had an entrance on to each street.

Telegraph: 26 December 1935.
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CLYDESDALE
Who but a Scot would 

name his home, situated at 47 
Clyde Road, Herston, Clydesdale? 
Built in  1882 for Mr D. McKellar, 
lithographer etc. of McKellar’s maps 
fame, the house had nine bedrooms, 
drawing, sitting and dining rooms, 
pantry, bathroom, kitchen, scullery 
together with stables, coach house, 
men’s rooms, underground brick and 
cement well, 2 x 1000 gallon tanks, 
concrete front fence, surmounted 
with iron railings and two massive 
iron gates. The house was beauti-
fully finished with a marble mantle-
pieces and pier glasses set into the 
walls. The photo on the next page 
reveals the depth of the house and 
the number of fireplaces. The land’s 
description was allotment 3 of Por-
tion 273, Parish of North Brisbane, 
containing one acre.

A notice advertising the 
house for sale by appeared in the 
newspapers in August 1890. Appar-
ently it was not sold as myriads of 
classifieds appeared advertising the 
house to let or for sale until 
February 1891. In April a Mrs E.E. 
Smith was advertising for a 
servant. The next references in the 
papers were that John Symonds 
Avery and his wife Elizabeth 
Livingstone Edgar were living 
there. They had seven children:

Reginald Edgar, 5 March 1880
Hilda Mary, 16 April 1881
John Goodall, 11 June 1882
Wilfred Percival, 10 Dec. 1885
Leonard Thomas, 23 Feb.  1887
Irene Elizabeth, 14 June 1888
Alroy Barbara, 11 August 1894 
Various social notices men-

tioned the family: Miss Hilda’s wed-
ding in 1905, John Goodall’s pass-
ing of his medical examinations and 
honours  in 1906, Alroy’s money 
raising efforts for the hospital, and 
John’s appointment to the Brisbane 
Hospital staff in 1907.

The next press mention of 

Clydesdale was that in 1911, Mrs 
Healion was at home.

William Healion, second 
son of Patrick Healion and Cather-
ine O’Toole was born around 1854 
in Killoughy, Kings County, Ireland. 
Next we hear of William is in 1875 
when he was living at Kangaroo 
Point. 

On 3 March 1886, he mar-
ried Marian Bullcock, third daugh-
ter of Benjamin and Ann Bullcock of 
Alfred Street, Fortitude Valley at St 
Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane. It 
was a large affair with seven brides-
maids who were so anxious to get 
on with the wedding that they beat 
the bride to the altar steps. Accord-
ing to press reports, the bride looked 
very handsome with her tall figure  
robed in white satin which gleamed 
through a cloud of beautiful pink-
ish-white lace. After the 6 p.m. serv-
ice the wedding party drove to the 
bride’s residence to partake of the 
wedding dejeuner. Later the couple 
proceeded to Sandgate to spend their 
honeymoon.

The couple had five children 
- all born at various places around
Brisbane.

Mary Elizabeth, 14 October 1887
William Patrick, 7 January 1889
Eileen Jane, 28 February 1890
John Francis, 25 May 1891
Evelyn Agnes, 18 October 1892
Also mentioned in the press 

at various times were William’s 
brothers Joseph, John and Thomas 
and his mother Catherine who lived 
at Stoneleigh Street, Albion and who 
died on 5 March 1895 in her 68th year 
after a long and painful illness. 

Marian died on 13 July 1918 
and her funeral moved from Clydes-
dale to Toowong Cemetery. Wil-
liam died  on 24 February 1919 and 
his service was held in St Stephen’s 
Cathedral and the cortage moved to 
Toowong Cemetery to join his wife.
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Before he was married Wil-
liam played a lot of sport and his name 
regularly appeared in the team results 
in the newspapers. Son John was the 
captain of the premiership  Christian 
Brothers Old Boys Premiership Team 
in 1911.

Both John and William 
Patrick enlisted in the A.I.F. for 
World War 1: John Francis, a public 
servant, on 1 February 1915 and Wil-
liam Patrick, a wool classer, on 29 
October 1915. 

William Healion’s grocery 
shop was in George Street and he was 
also a produce merchant with premis-
es in Roma Street and also was 
listed a wine and spirit merchant. In 
1885, he was fined £4/3/6 for exposing 
goods on George Street and the 
following year he was involved with 
the gro-cers’ association in discussions 
about stopping the practice of giving 
cus-tomers a Christmas box.

His business expanded with 
branches at Kangaroo Point, Leich-
hardt Street, Sandgate and Rosalie. 
After his death, they were carried on as 
the Estate of William Healion.

In a newspaper report in 
December 1906, William declared 
that his grocery and spirit trade that 
Christmas at his Railway Cash 
Store was a record with expensive 
orders coming from as far away as 
Charleville and Thursday Island. 
He claimed by stocking local goods 
such as Hiron’s puddings in a bowl 
and Christmas cakes was a special 
feature of his stock of nuts, biscuits, 
confectionery and Christmas delica-
cies.

After the deaths of Marion 
and William, Clydesdale was pur-
chased by Archbishop James Duhig 
for £1800. As well an allotment at 
the rear of the house and the home of 
Mr Smead were purchased making a 
site of 2½ acres. A Salvation Army 
Hall at Gaythorne was purchased  
and converted to be a church.

Early in 1920, Joan of Arc 
was made a saint and it was decided 
to name the church after her.  The 
report in the Brisbane Courier of 6 
December 1920, told that six months 
ago the Roman Catholic Church did 
not possess any property in Herston 
but it then had 2 ½ acres of land, 
Clydesdale, a substantial brick and 
stone building erected about 38 years 
ago and then was to be used as a con-
vent and another building which was 
converted to be a presbytery for Fr 
William McGoldrick, the fi rst par-
ish priest and the Church of Joan of 
Arc. The church which was raised on 
wooden stumps to form a two-storey 
structure, the upper portion being 
used as a church and the lower por-
tion as a hall.

In 1924 the Presentation Sis-
ters established a school which from 
initially small numbers grew to about 
130. With falling numbers the school 
closed in 1968.

Above is an older photo of 
Clydesdale taken it is believed about 
the late 1890s and sitting on the gate 
posts are two boys. Could they be the 
younger Avery boys? The main photo 
on page three would have been taken 
after 1920 as the church building can 
be seen on the right hand side.

Featured in both house pho-
tos is a white fence with tudor rose 
decorations on the posts. Today the 
only visible evidence of Clydesdale 
are the stone gate posts and metal 
gates. The modern church of St Joan 
of Arc is positioned on the original 
house site.

Researched by D
avid Teague.

John
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INVERMAY
ESTATE

Situated on subdivisions 
31 and 32 of portion 270, Parish of 
North Brisbane, is Invermay Estate. 
It was originally part of 131 acres 
fronting Breakfast Creek bought by 
John and George Harris, early Bris-
bane merchants.

Auctioneers , 
Thorpe & Sharp, ad-
vertised that the estate 
of 25 ideal building 
blocks would be sold 
at auction at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, 4 September 
1925.

Nearly all the 
allotments were 24 
perches in size contrary 
to the common 16 perch 
usual size of the times. 
They claimed that the 
estate had excellent 
views and was close to 
trams and schools.

They indicated 
that it would take five  
minutes to walk to the 
Kelvin Grove tram at 
Herston Road and seven 
minutes for the same tram at Pros-
pect Terrace and there it only cost 
one penny to the section to Roma 
Street. A bus also passed along Her-
ston Road.

The two new streets, Mun-
ro and Hunter, were to have con-
crete channelling and the Roman 
Catholic Convent and the Kelvin 
Grove State Schools were nearby. 
The vendors had owned the land for 
over 40 years.

The day of the sale came 
and eager buyers flocked to the auc-
tion. All 25 allotments were sold  
with prices ranging from £100 to 
£140 per lot and also the block with 
Invermay on it sold for £1,000.

In 1863, George Harris 
subdivided Portions 270, 271 and 
272 into roughly 2½ acres blocks as 
Enoggera Estate. One of the first 

January 1866. They were fenced on 
two sides and had a frontage to two 
roads, one of which led to the water 
reserve from which an abundant sup-
ply of fresh water could be obtained. 
It was claimed that other nearby lots 
sold for £40 to £50 an acre.

This land was at some time 
bought by the Campbell family and 
the name Invermay comes from a 
village near Achalader, Perthshire, 
Scotland where the founder of James 
Campbell & Sons was born. Camp-
bell purchased and lived in the near-
by Ballymore and later at Camona.

James Campbell (1830-
1904) a plasterer, married to Mary 
Isabella Mitchell just before they left 
Scotland and arrived in Brisbane on 
12 June 1853 on the John Fielden.  

Their large family was:-
John Dunmore, 19 April 1854

wife Janet (Jessie) Bannister Camp-
bell whom he married in 1 February 
1878. Robert, 11 years at the time, 
arrived in Brisbane on 5 August 
1852 with his family. He went to the 
Normal School and then worked for 
Bright Bros., shipping agents and 
merchants. He later joined the firm 
of James Burns in Townsville and 
purchased a partnership in 1876. The 
firm flourished with James Burns in 
Sydney and Robert Philp in Towns-
ville. The firm had coastal ships 
and traded in timber, groceries and 
hardware. In the 1880s he moved to 
Invermay. After he left his new and 
elegant furniture was put up for auc-
tion on 8 December 1886 as he was 
departing from Brisbane for Towns-
ville as he had won the seat of Mul-
grave in the Queensland Parliament.

His various failing invest-

peared for a Thomas 
McLeod who for many 
years was a master at 
the Brisbane Gram-
mar School. It related 
that he had died on 
18 December 1885 at 
Invermay. McLeod, 
a father of eight died 
when his youngest was 
four years. That son, 
also Thomas, went on 
to be a barrister, avia-
tor and grazier.  On 
24 December 1885 a 
notice appeared in the 
Telegraph advertising 
Invermay for rent.  In 
the late 1880s it was 
the residence of Rob-
ert (later Sir) Philp 
(1851-1922) and his 

settlers around here was D. T. Sey-
mour, Commissioner of Police on his 
property Ballymore. Subdivisions 31 
and 32, each of 2 acres 3 roods re-
mained unsold and they were adver-
tised in the Brisbane Courier on 8 

Janet Bannister, 1 March 1856
Helen Morrison, 4 May 1858
James Mitchell, 12 May 1860
Isabella Annie, 4 July 1862
Charles, 13 July 1864
Henry Edwin, 22 February 1866
George Peter, 19 October 1867
Charles, 28 May 1871
The reason for listing them 

is that several of them lived in In-
vermay at different times. 

Some of the Campbell sons 
attended the Brisbane Grammar 
School. In 1885 a death notice ap-

Invermay
Estate
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ments in the 1890s forced him to 
sell his Burns, Philp company shares 
and he pursued his ministerial par-
liamentary career becoming premier 
in 1901-3, and 1907-8.
 The house was advertised to 
let right through 1886. It had eight 
rooms, kitchen, bathroom and eve-
ry convenience said the advertise-
ment including a 5½ acre paddock 
and stables. The contact was James 
Campbell & Sons. 
 Another  brief occupier was 
William Aplin (1840-1901) who  on 
3 December 1897, a widower, mar-
ried Isabella Annie,  a daughter of 
James and Isabella Campbell. He had 
been a businessman, pastoralist and 
parliamentarian who was very active 
in business and community affairs in 
Townsville. He died in 1901.
 Another occupier of Inver-
may was James Mitchell Campbell. 
On 12 August 1885, James Mitchell 
had married Ethel Norris Vidgen and 
with a young family they moved to 
Invermay. According to the birth 
notices  they were there at least by 
January 1888.
 Their family was:-

James Graham, 8 June 1886
Helen Maude, 23 January 1888
Florence Hilda, 15 August 1889
Frank Bannister, 25 Nov. 1890
Percy Vidgen, 9 May 1893 

Gordon Mitchell, 28 Jan. 1898
James Mitchell Campbell 

died on 10 October 1906 and the fol-
lowing day his large funeral cortege 
left from Invermay for Toowong 
Cemetery. The assemblage repre-
sented most of the great forces of the 
community - commercial, industrial, 
political and philanthropic. Over 200 
employees of James Campbell & Sons 
marched in procession to the house 
and walked in front of the hearse to 
the cemetery. The cortege comprised 
of about 100 vehicles and a mourn-
ing coach was fi lled with fl owers. 
The next mention of Invermay in the 
newspapers was in November 1908 

when it was again advertised to let. 
This time it was described as a supe-
rior villa residence containing dining 
and drawing rooms, fi ve bedrooms, 
kitchen, pantry, bathroom with spa-
cious verandas on three sides, with 
water laid on, stables, buggy house, 
asphalted fl oor under house, fowl 
run, splendid garden and fi ve acres 
of land.
 In 1912 and 1913 it was the 
home of Mr and Mrs W. J. Affl eck. 
On 24 November 1913, Invermay 
was the site of an auction of 50 pure 
pedigree jersey cattle (cows, heif-
ers and two bulls) from  Affl eck’s 
famous Grassmere herd. The sale 
included such prize winning  cows 
such as Recorder, Starbright, Golden 
Lily, Floss and Milkmaid.
 In October 1914 Invermay 
was again advertised for rent with 
possession from 28 October. Notices 
were still appearing until July 1915. 
Another one appeared in 1917. #

©
 G

oogle Earth Im
ages on this page. Researched by D

avid Teague.
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DAVID THOMPSON
SEYMOUR

Brisbane was abuzz on 28 
January 1864 with the wedding of 
the only daughter of  William An-
thony Brown, sheriff of Queens-
land, and Caroline Amelia Knapp, 
Caroline Matilda, born 1849,  and 
she was married in Melbourne  to 
David Thompson Seymour, a 
lieutenant in Her Majesty’s 12th 

Regiment. David was the third son 
of Major Thomas Seymour and Ma-
tilda Margaret Lawrence and was 
born at Ballymore Castle on 5 No-
vember 1831. The Seymour family 
resided at the castle right through 
the 1800s.

He joined the army as an 
ensign on 1 February 1856 and was 
promoted lieutenant on 23 February 
1858 of the 12th Regiment,  known 
as the East Suffolks. Initially he 
served at Limerick and Deal before 
being transferred to New Zealand. 
He arrived in Sydney on 7 July 
1859 and was then sent to Brisbane 
as the fi rst detachment to the state 
after separation consisting of 25 
privates,  and two sergeants.

The North Australian 
newspaper, listed that on 13 January 
on the 700 ton steamer, Telegraph, 
“Capt” Seymour and 27 rank and 
fi le men, three women and 9 chil-
dren of the 12th Regiment arrived in 
Brisbane. In May it was announced 
that Lieutenant Seymour would 
temporarily undertake the duties of 
private secretary and Aide-de-Camp 

to His Excellency, the Governor, Sir 
George Bowen in place of James 
Bramston. He obtained permission 
for his soldiers to adopt a loose dress 
in warm weather consisting of a light 
blue shirt.

It was a busy life for David 
working for the governor and attend-
ing the many social functions. One of 
the fi rst was a levee to be held on 24 
May 1861 to celebrate the Queen’s 
birthday. He instructed that all gen-
tlemen attending the levee must wear 
their uniforms or evening dress. In 
July 1862, his commanding offi cer 
from Sydney, Colonel Hamilton 
made a tour of inspection and dur-
ing it in conjunction with Seymour, 
selected a fi ve acres site for  mili-
tary barracks on the western slope 
of Windmill Hill. When the barracks 
were completed the British Govern-
ment handed over the existing bar-
racks and commissariat store to the 
Queensland Government. Life was 
quite varied with Seymour becoming 
heavily involved in horse racing and 
sports.

John and George Harris 
owned 130 acres along Breakfast 
Creek. They had it fenced in 1859 
and in 1862 had it selectively cleared, 
and on 8 December 1862 they subdi-
vided it and listed 44 small farms for 
sale. On 10 May the following year, 
twelve of those farms on portion 
272, parish of North Brisbane, were 

advertised for sale. No doubt as they  
were very close to the home of James 
Bramston, he purchased subdivi-
sions 21, 22, 23, and 24 of  11 acres 
1 rood 6 perches having a frontage to 
Breakfast Creek.

In 1864, Seymour resigned 
from the army and in May, he was 
made acting commissioner of Police 
and then Commissioner. At this time, 
he and his new bride were living in 
the Barracks and Matilda advertised 
for a cook and laundress to assist her. 
He arranged for Mr Furnival to de-
sign and superintend the building of a 
substantial residence on subdivision 
21 over looking the creek. He called 
the house Ballymore after his birth-
place. By April 1865, the Seymours 
were in residence with Matilda again 
advertising for help -  a house and 
parlour maid.

The house had a very spa-
cious entrance fall, drawing and 
dining rooms, bedrooms, bathroom, 
pantries  as well as a kitchen, serv-
ants’ rooms and offices. There was 
a large outside tank and an inside 
cistern and stables and a coach 
house. The house cost £1,800.

 On 9 September 1865 their 
first child, Thomas Seymour was 
born there. It would seem that the 
other members of the family were 
born elsewhere:-

Margaret Matilda, 19 April 1867
Eleanor May, 1 May 1869
Ethel, 1873 (Ireland)
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Laura Barron, 12 Dec. 1874
Violet, 25 December 1877
Vivian, 1881 (London)
Vera Grace, 24 June 1883 
       (died 15 December 1883)
Matilda Seymour died  on 

10 September 1884 at the age of 35 
years and David then married on 6 
June 1888, Sarah Jane Stevenson, 
second daughter of Alexander Ste-
venson and Annie Allardyce of Mel-
bourne, born 1865. He was 56 years 
old and she was 23 years old. They 
had two sons:

David de Burgh, 10 June 1889  
        (died 2 November 1898)
Walter, 29 May 1892

1881 English Census: David T. Seymour 48, 
Colonial Civil Service, Caroline 32, Maud 
13, May 11, Ethel 8, Laura 6, Violet 3, Vivian 
infant, Margaret Armstory 29, servant, lived 
at 24 Gloucester Terrace, Paddington (U.K.)

It is not intended to docu-
ment his illustrious career as Police 
Commissioner except to relate that 
in 1892 his assets were liquidated by 
arrangement rather than insolvency. 
It seems he was a victim of Mount 
Morgan mania. He stood aside from 
his position but soon was able to 
resume duty, on 31 January 1896 a 
large gathering at the Police Bar-
racks in Roma Street, and a presenta-
tion of a silver casket and a cheque 
for £400 was presented to  Seymour 
on his retirement on 30 June the pre-
vious year with a pension of £700. 
In 1901 Seymour was put forward 
as a candidate for Queensland in the 
first Commonwealth Senate in Mel-
bourne. He was not successful.

David Thompson Seymour 
died on 31 January 1916 at Lewi-
sham, London and was buried at 
Hither Green Cemetery. Sarah Jane 
died on 5 October 1935, Kensington, 
London.

Now back to Ballymore. 
Times were tough in Queensland 
in 1865 and perhaps Seymour over 
extended himself in the construction 
such a superior and substantial resi-
dence. He must have also owned an 
adjoining block (subdivision 33) of 
two acres two roods which he put up 
for sale on 27 May 1865. The next 
year, on 26 July 1866, he advertised 
the whole Ballymore property for 
sale - new house and 12 acres of 

land. In 1872 and 1873 
the property advertised 
as the former residence 
of D.T. Seymour, Esq., 
Commissioner of Police
was still being offered 
for sale. On 18 October 
1875 the whole property 
now listed as Gladhant
was offered for sale by 
direction of R. Edwards, 
Esq.  There seems to be 
evidence that the proper-
ty had been occupied as 
the advertisement lists 
well planted gardens 
and securely fenced pad-
docks. In November the 
house was listed again as 
Ballymore and the price 
mentioned was £850 
less than half of the sum 
it cost to build.

A birth notice on 15 Janu-
ary 1876 suggests that the family of 
J.B. Stanley lived there. The next 
owner was James Campbell and he 

advertised it for rent in March 1878. 
It seems the Campbell family then 
lived there for more than a decade 
before moving to a nearby newly 
built home, Camona on subdivision 
18. 

In 1895 the house was again 
available for rental at £2 a week. 
James Campbell died at Camona on 
11 April 1904 and on 29 June 1912 
the Ballymore property was sold as 
a new suburb subdivided into 120 
(said in an advertisement but actu-
ally 73 sites as well as Ballymore 
house itself on 1 acre 16 perches of-
ferred. Most of the allotments were 
16 perches in size with  some as 
large as 28 perches.

James Campbell

Researched by D
avid Teague.

Ballymore

PAGE EIGHT - November 2023 - JOURNAL - Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society



NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPINGS - 1924

IS IT A MENACE ?
QUARRY AT WINDSOR.

COUNCIL’S ACTION.
A deputation of ratepayers 

waited on the Windsor Town Council 
last night and urged it to pass a resolu-
tion declaring that the quarry operated 
by Messrs Bowser and Levers at New-
market-road was a menace to life and 
limb. Particular reference was made 
to the recent explosion at the quarry, 
which hurled rocks into neighbouring 

F. R. Hall and W. A. Devereux, honorary 
architects. It was decided to unveil the 
monument on Anzac Day. With the ob-
ject of raising the balance of the money 
required to meet the cost of the memo-
rial, it is intended to hold a fete on Satur-
day, April 5 next.

Telegraph: 18 Jan 1924.
MOSQUITO NOTICES
WINDSOR’S DEFAULT

HEALTH BOARD’S ACTION
Windsor Council is in the bad 

tre on Monday next. All the prominent 
amateurs are appearing, and a good pro-
gramme is assured.

The contests arranged are 6 
stone, J. Chadwick v. R. Bigby; 6 stone 
10 lbs.. J. Hourigan v. B. Clark; 8 stone 
2 lbs., J. Higgins v. R. Lawson; 9 stone, 
R. Grant v. F. Balneaves; 10 stone. J. 
Thomas v. R. Unsworth.

These boxers were prominent 
in the recent metropolitan champion-
ships. 

The vaudeville items include 
Sadie Costello, the Windsor comedy 
girl, and J. Knowles, comedian. Exhibi-
tions will he given by Vince Nolan and 
W. Smith. The fi rst bout will commence 
at 8 p.m. sharp.

Telegraph: 31 January 1924.
A BIG ROCK MELON.

Although late in the season a 
few prime rock melons are to be seen 
in the markets. A melon measuring l8in. 
in length and 27in. in girth was on view 
yesterday. It was grown by Mr Leo Park 
(manager of the State Produce Agency, 
and was produced in his garden at Wind-
sor. The fruit was of special fl avour, and 
the seeds will be available for propaga-
tion next season.

Brisbane Courier: 24 January 1924. 
WILSTON HEIGHTS.

The superintendent (of the Wa-
ter Board reported that proposed ex-
tensions in Grange road, Dennis street, 
and Carberry street, Windsor, were at 
the foot, and in close proximity to the 

residences 150 yards away, the nuisance 
caused by dust owing to the neglect to 
use sprinklers, the noise caused by the 
exhaust, and the trouble caused by an 
open drain. Mr W. Collings, head master 
of the Wilston State School, who was the 
chief speaker urged the council to pass a 
resolution declaring that the quarry was 
a menace to life and limb and laid on 
the table a jagged piece of rock, weigh-
ing 8lb, which, he said, had been hurled 
into a neighbouring residence 150 yards 
away. Mr T. J. Williamson suggested 
that a 10ft fence should be erected round 
the quarry. The ratepayers did not wish 
the industry removed from their midst, 
he said, but contended if the council in-
tended to allow the quarry to continue, 
it should insure the lives of the people 
on the opposite side of the street. Since 
the last serious explosion eight men had 
been working on the removal of the de-
bris and were still there.

Brisbane Courier: 16 January 1924
WINDSOR WAR MEMORIAL

TENDER ACCEPTED
UNVEILING ON ANZAC DAY

At a well attended meeting of 
the Windsor War Memorial committee 
on Friday evening last, the chairman 
(Ald W. A. Jolly) reported that the ten-
der of Mr P. Frew for the erection of the 
memorial had been accepted.

The monument will be erected, 
on the site of the old Bowen Bridge 
school under the supervision of Messrs. 

books of the Joint Health Board, which 
held a meeting In the Town Hall on 
Monday. The Commissioner for Public 
Health (Dr. Moore) told the board that 
Windsor Council had not sent out the 
notices regarding mosquito proofi ng, 
and closet cabinets. The town inspector 
considered delivery of the notices meant 
that he would have to inspect each house, 
and for that he did not have the time.

Replying to the chairman (Ald. 

H. J. Diddams), Dr Moore explained that 
a health inspector had already made an 
examination. It was decided to request 
the Windsor Council to send out the 
notices, and also to point out that an in-
spection by their own inspector was not 
necessary. 

Dr Moore reported to the board 
that in all 185,415 rodents had been de-
stroyed. During the week ended January 
12, 772 were destroyed and in the fol-
lowing week 506.

Telegraph: 22 January 1924.
AN AMATEUR NIGHT.

The Queensland Amateur Box-
ing and Wrestling Union one night box-
ing and vaudeville entertainment will 
take place at the Windsor picture thea-

Wilson Heights (contour 200 feet) and 
that as reticulated now these extensions 
would effect the supplying proportion to 
the already taxed mains, and until such 
time as the improvement— namely, Eil-
don Hill reservoir — was completed.

It was decided that the applica-
tions which meet the board’s require-
ments be approved, but that the water 
should not be turned on until a supply 
was assured.

Mr Manchester mentioned that 
there was not much appreciable increase 
in the supply in the reservoirs. They 
were inches behind what they ought to 
be. Until Stanley River was up and safe, 
they would be in Queer street all the 
time.
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KEDRON BRIDGE
APPORTIONING COSTS

 At yesterday’s meeting of the 
Kedron Shire Council some discussion 
arose over a letter from the Windsor 
Town Council, stating that the matter of 
a temporary bridge over Kedron Brook 
had been referred the works committee 
for further consideration,
 Several members considered 
that the Windsor Town Council desired 
to shelve the matter until the Greater 
Brisbane Bill was passed, Councillor M. 
T. Gallagher considered it was “pretty 
rough” that the 3000 or 4000 residents 
of Kedron had to suffer the inconven-
ience caused by the delay in construct-
ing this bridge.
 Councillor D. S. J, Barker: Un-
til we get the bridge we won’t get the 
trams. It was decided on the motion of 
Councillors Barker and Gallagher to wait 
on the Home Secretary, and ask him to 
apportion the amounts the local authori-
ties concerned would have to contribute 
towards the cost of this bridge.

The Daily Mail: 9 January 1924.
TEARING UP STREETS.

PRIVILEGES OF WATER BOARD.
ALDERMAN JOLLY INDIGNANT.
 “In common with other met-
ropolitan local authorities, we are very 
much concerned about the present poli-
cy of the Metropolitan Water and Sew-
erage Board when laying water mains,” 
said Ald W. A. Jolly, Mayor of Windsor, 
to a “Courier” representative.
“Not  only,”  he  continued,  “are streets

ing remade.
 Ald Jolly remarked that he 
viewed the matter from the broad stand-
point of the local authority and Water 
Board ratepayers being largely identi-
cal.  Eventually the double mains saved 
the board a great deal, as less piping and 
labour was necessary for connecting up 
houses from the footpaths, instead of 
from the centre of the roadway. There 
had also to be considered the inconven-
ience to and sometimes stoppage of traf-
fic whilst the board were blocking the 
thoroughfare, wholly or in part.
 The power of the Water Board 
to tear up streets applied also to the Tel-
ephone Department, gas companies, &c. 
Sometimes the Gas Company laid a main 
down one side of the street only, and con-
sequently had to cut right across to con-

was left on a dressing table by Mrs. 
Spencer, while she was attending to 
certain household duties in the back of 
the house. On her return she found the 
room in flames, which spread rapidly 
over the building. The premises were 
insured with the London, and Lanca-
shire Insurance Co. for £1250. and the 
contents with the Australian Mutual Co. 
for £500.

Daily Mail: 4 February 1924.
LIGHT FOR WINDSOR.

 The Kitson Lighting and Heat-
ing Co. wrote to the Windsor Town 
Council last night, stating that it was 
willing to make a monthly agreement 
regarding the lighting of the town with 
street lamps, on condition that the 
number of lamps withdrawn each month 
should be limited.

torn up at will, right down the centre of 
a roadway, but in connecting houses cuts 
are made across the road. In either of 
these cases it is almost impossible to re-
store the road to its former sound order. 
I am satisfied we will never have good 
roads in Brisbane as long as the board 
continues its present policy.”
 Ald Jolly’s attention was drawn 
to instances in the cities of North and 
South Brisbane, where the central mains 
had been removed and smaller mains 
laid beneath the footpaths. But that, he 
contended, did not alter the fact that the 
board still persisted in laying mains down 
the centre of streets. Two mains, he said, 
should always be laid when a new street 
was reticulated, or when a street was be-

footpath, instead of down the centre of 
a roadway.

Brisbane Courier 9 Jan 1924
HOUSE DESTROYED

DUE TO LIGHTED
CANDLE.

 About 1 o’clock yesterday 
morning, the Windsor and Ithaca Fire 
Brigades turned out in response to a 
call from Edmonstone-street, Newmar-
ket. On arrival it was found that a nine- 
roomed house; owner and occupied by 
Mr B. H. A. Spencer, estate agent, was 
in flames, which had spread practically 
all over the building. The house and 
contents were totally destroyed.
 The fire is believed to have 
been caused by a lighted candle, which 

nect up houses on the opposite side. This 
applied also to the underground trunk 
lines of the Telephone Department in the 
Wooloowin and Kedron Park districts.
 Drastic action, Ald Jolly con-
cluded, should be taken to prevent any 
public body, other, than the local author-
ity concerned, from cutting into a made 
street, and a general rule, also, should 
be made to enforce the laying of water, 
gas, or telephone mains beneath each 

 The Mayor explained that the 
council was endeavouring to expedite 
matters in respect to lighting the streets 
with their own electric current. The coun-
cillors agreed to seek a  loan of £10,000 
for the purpose of giving the residents an 
extended electric light scheme.

Daily Standard 16 Jan 1924.

TRAM SERVICE.
LUTWYCHE EXTENSION.

Joint Scheme Proposed. 
 At the weekly meeting of the 
Brisbane Tramway Trust yesterday, the 
acting general manager furnished a re-
port with regard to the proposed isolated 
tram service on the Lutwyche Cemetery 
extension, pending the building of a 
suitable bridge over the Kedron Brook 
and it was decided to inform the Ke-
dron Shire Council that provided it was 
agreeable to meet expense of making the 
temporary provision for a car shed, sid-
ing, cable connection, etc., the Trust was 
prepared to provide a temporary 20 mln
ute service between 6.40 a.m. and 11 
p.m., with intervals of 10 minutes for 
meal hours.
  It was also decided that the 
work of construction should be put in 
hand when final arrangements have 
been made with the Kedron Council and 
the Order in Council obtained from the 
Government.

Daily Standard: 10 April 1924.
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 The Albion Overpass 
was featured in the August 
2020 Journal. This was the 
Albion level crossing before 
the overpass.

Below Left: This peaceful ru-
ral scene was the Normanby 
Bridge over Breakfast Creek 
on Kelvin Grove Road.

Below Right: This shows 
stacked sawn timber and the 
railway siding at the timber 
mill on Newmarket Road, 
Windsor.

An early photo of the Albion Baptist Church and 
Sunday School on McLennan Street with very few 
houses in that area and Stoneleigh can be seen as 
well as a bare Kirkston hill and small quarry face.

*

Note: The huge 
remnant of the 
Three Mile Scrub.
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COD LIVER OIL
A modern medical source 

says cod liver oil is used for high 
cholesterol, kidney disease in peo-
ple with diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, heart disease, osteoarthritis, 
depression, glaucoma and middle 
ear infections.

But historically it was  not 
used for any of those complaints. It  
was used for colds and pulmonary 

complaints. It was promoted as be-
ing high in vitamins, nutritious, a 
tonic, prevents rickets, remedy for 
bronchitis and restores vitality.

From the earliest days of the 
Moreton Bay Colony, cod liver oil 
and its equally tasty castor oil  were 
imported.  In the 1860s, the local 

product of dugong oil was promoted. 
Moreton Bay doctor, Dr Hobbs was 
the fi rst to draw attention to its vir-
tues as a therapeutic agent, possess-
ing all the advantages of cod liver 
oil without the nauseous taste and 
smell.

In the Queenslander of 
1868, advertisements for Dr De 
Jongh’s Light-Brown Cod Liver 
Oil appeared. He claimed it was the 

safest, speediest and most effectual 
remedy for consumption, chronic 
bronchitis, asthma, rheumatism, gen-
eral debility, weakness of children 
and all scrofulous* affections. He 
claimed it was the purest, most 
effacious and most palatable oil with 
it's rapid curative effects, being the 
most economical of all kinds.  Also 
in an-other edition it was written that 
with 

the consumption of cod liver oil, 
there can be no question of the ben-
efi t of this treatment. Medical men 
know that it is not by any curative 
property, or by purifying the blood, 
as it is called, but by nourishing 
the system and so strengthening the 
curative powers of nature.  It is for-
tunate that nourishing food is con-
tained in bottles, and is rather nasty, 
and so it assumes the form of a 
drug. Had it evidently been merely a 
food, it probably, with all its merits, 
would never have obtained so much 
public confidence.

Near the end of that century 
other cod liver oil products such as 
Scott’s Emulsion appeared. The oil 

was emulsifi ed into a thick white liq-
uid. Another similar product was de-
veloped then by a Melbourne com-
pany, Felton and Grimwade. It was 
called Hypol.
 Who amongst us senior citi-
zens cannot remember having been 
dosed with it? A 1930s advertise-

ment claimed that it nourished the 
lungs, built strength, was a food, a 
tonic and a bloodmaker, promoted 
growth in children, built resistance 
to illness and disease, was always ef-
fective in serious chest ailments and 
was essential for the proper forma-
tion of the bones and teeth.

Because it contained vita-
min A and vitamin D, it was given to 
children to prevent rickets - a conse-
quence of a vitamin D defi ciency.

Researched by D
avid Teague.

*Scrofula is a tuberculosis infection of the lym
ph nodes in the neck.
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OBITUARIES
JOHN LONERGAN

 Mr John Lonergan, a resident 
of over 50 years in Queensland, died 
at his residence, Avondale, Norman-
street, Wooloowin, on Thursday, at 
the age of 71 years. He was born in 
Kildorrery, County Cork, Ireland, in 
1857, and, when 19 years of age, ar-
rived in Rockhampton by the sailing 
ship Scottish Bar. The early days 
of his youth were spent in the Cen-
tral-west, in the service of the State 
Railways, being subsequently trans-
ferred to Rockhampton.

 About 11 years ago he came 
to Brisbane, and he has resided here 
ever since. Mr Lonergan has had no 
less than three trips to the scenes 
of his birth in recent years, and he 
returned with renewed health and 
strength after each visit. He retired 
to rest on Wednesday apparently in 
good health, but during the night he 
had a bad turn, and never regaining 
consciousness. He died about mid-
day the next day. He is survived 
by his widow and three sons and 
five daughters. His eldest son, Mr 
J. M. Lonergan, has a business in 
Willoughby; Mr. T. M. Lonergan 
has a business in Newcastle, New 
South Wales; and Mr  L. J. Loner-
gan is in the Central-west. His eldest 
daughter, Mrs J. Cutler, is in North 
Queensland; Mrs George Guy, and 
Mrs R. Bird are in Brisbane; Sister 
Mary Assumpta is in the convent at 
Rockhampton, and Miss Nora Lon-
ergan is at present on a trip to Ire-
land.
 The funeral left the Holy 

Cross Church, Wooloowin, where a 
short service was held by the Rev. 
Father Dowling, who also performed 
the sacred rites at the graveside in the 
Lutwyche Cemetery. The funeral ar-
rangements were carried out by K. 
M. Smith.
 

NICHOLAS MOYNIHAN
 Sincere regret was expressed 
by a large circle of friends at the sud-
den death of Mr Nicholas Moynihan, 
which occurred at his residence, Too-
loombah, Albion-road, Windsor, on 
Thursday evening. Deceased arrived 
in Brisbane from Ireland when a 
youth, and joined the Railway De-
partment, and during his service oc-
cupied the position of station-master 
and relieving officer for the Northern, 
Southern, and Metropolitan districts. 
He was of a quiet nature, and well re-
spected by all with whom he came in 
contact.

 The funeral was largely at-
tended by representatives of the Rail-
way Department and other friends. 
The chief mourners were Mrs M. 
Moynihan (widow). Messrs. Frank 
and Ron Moynihan (sons), Martin 
Moynihan (brother), Rev. P. Moyni-
han (nephew), Messrs. Vince, Just, 

and Nicholas Moynihan (nephews), 
and E. and S. Reardon (nephews), 
J. M’Caffrey, C. Lane, W. Lane, N. 
Blaney, and J. Butler (brothers-in-
laws). 
 Amongst others who at-
tended were Messrs C. Maloney, P. 
Lynch, J. O’Hanlon, J. Carey, and D. 
Harnett (secretary), representing the
Q.I. Association; J. T. Fahy, J. Hayes, 
H. Warland. B. Pearen, T. P. Moyni-
han, C. Higginbottom, B.F. Golding,
Messrs M. and W. Crowe, R. H. 
Atherden, C. E. Stretton, C. H. Rob-
inson, A. Gierke. M. J. Gallagher, W. 
Murray, J. Miller, V. P. Clarke, A. M. 
Jolly, Messrs. D. and J. Lavery, D. 
Sullivan, and P. Ganley. 
 Rev. Father F. Moynihan, as-
sisted by the Revs. D. Dee, D. Ahern, 
P. J. Gibbons, and R. M. Jordan, read 
the burial service. The funeral ar-
rangements were carried out by K. 
M. Smith. 

Brisbane Courier: 16 June 1928.

JANE LUTWYCHE
 On the 6th January 1891, at 
her residence, Park Villa, Park-road, 
Lutwyche, Mary Ann Jane  Lutwy-
che, relict of the late Mr Justice Lut-
wyche died.

JOHN HENNEBERY
 The  Friends of Mrs A Hen-
nebery, Misses Agnes, Anne, Veroni-
ca and Mr Jack Hennebery are invited 
to attend the Funeral of her beloved 
husband and their father, John Hen-
nebery to move from his late resi-
dence, Clonellen, No. 46 McLen-
nan Street, Albion, 3 July 1934 for 
Nudgee Catholic Cemetery.

THOMAS  BRADSHAW
 The friends of Messrs Rich-
ard, William and Thomas Bradshaw 
are respectfully invited to attend the 
funeral of their deceased Father, Tho-
mas Bradshaw to move from his late 
residence, Lutwyche, 8 April 1893 
for the Lutwyche Cemetery.
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“BOOTS” FREE
CHEMISTS

 The Minister for Health, 
(Mr E. M. Hanlon) introduced in 
Parliament today a Bill amending 
the Pharmacy Act by prohibiting 
the extension of company control of 
chemist shops and bringing charges 
for dispensing medicine under the 
Price Fixing Commissioner. One 
of the principal effects of the Bill 
will be to prevent Boots Ltd., the 
English pharmaceutical company, 
establishing chain chemist shops in 
Queensland. The Bill will also check 
the expansion of L. A. Wilkinson 
(Northern) Pty. Ltd., a Queensland 
company, with shops in many parts 
of the State.

 Mr Hanlon said that the 
Pharmacy Act of 1917 prohibited a 
company pharmacy but the prohi-
bition did not extend to companies 
already registered or to companies 
consisting solely of pharmaceutical 
chemists, provided that every shop 
was under the personal supervision 
or management of a pharmaceutical 
chemist. No limitation was placed 
on the operations of these companies 
by the 1917 Act.
 The Registrar of Companies 
was empowered to refuse to register 
any company where any object stat-
ed in the memorandum of associa-
tion was contrary to any restriction 
imposed by the Bill. To ensure that 
all dispensing was done under quali-
fi ed control the Bill would defi ne 
“personal supervision and manage-
ment of a chemist” as “continuous 
personal presence of a pharmaceu-
tical chemist” when any drug was 
compounded or dispensed. 
 To assist the Pharmacy 
Board in policing the Bill the board 
was being given power to license 
shops and dispensaries and to ap-

point inspectors. The measure con-
ferred protection on pharmacists. At 
the same time it protected the pub-
lic interest by providing control of 
prices by the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner. 
 Mr G. Morgan (C.P.. Dal-
by): If you buy a packet of salts from 
the store keeper he will charge you 
a penny, but if you get similar salts 
in water from the chemist he will 
charge you 3/6...
 The Minister added that one 
effect of the Bill would be that no 
further companies could be formed 
and operated  to  run  pharmacies in

 Queensland. If a company or per-
son bought a chemist’s business that 
shop must be carried on under its 
original name. ...
 Mr A. E. Moore said that 
chemists, by co-operative buying and 
doing  away with unnecessary credit 
and  other business improvements, 
ought to be able to place themselves 
in a position where they could com-
pete with imported concerns with-
out having to take undue advantage 
of the public, and without need for 
undue restriction of any competition 
that might come. He was not entirely 
in favour of the Bill, although it had
some good points.
 Mr J. B. Donnelly (Govt., 

Wynnum) said there were 40 young 
pharmacists out of work in Queens-
land. If Boots Ltd. came in with 
their factory methods of producing 
medicine there  would be many more 
of them unemployed. 
 Four members of Boots Ltd. 
had conferred with L. A. Wilkinson  
(Northern) Ltd. last week. He did not 
know the result of the conference. 

 He  knew that Wilkinsons 
had been buying up and getting op-
tions on chemist shops throughout 
Queensland for a few years with 
one objective—passing them over to 
Boots Ltd. as soon as that company 
was ready to take over.
 Mr Hanlon said that L. A. 
Wilkinson - Northern) Ltd. had not 
broken the law, but had expanded in 
defi ance of the spirit of the Pharma-
cy Act. This business, however, had 
either bought out existing shops or 
started new ones. It had not squeezed 
other chemists out.
 The Bill was read a fi rst time.
Abridged from
Maryborough Chronicle: 20 November 1936.

Kelvin Grove

lutwyche

Albion

PAGE FOURTEEN - November 2023 - JOURNAL - Windsor & Districts’ Historical Society



JOHN  MASSEY
& BRICKS

Mr John Massey, one of 
the oldest residents of the colo-
ny, died at his residence, Kedron 
Brook, on Friday night last and 
was buried in the Lutwyche Cem-
etery yesterday. He arrived in 
the colony about the year 1827*, 
and had attained the ripe old age 
of 80* years. The funeral cortege 
was attended by a large number 
of friends and relatives of the de-
ceased, who was highly respected. 
* corrected

Brisbane Courier: 10 September 1888.
John Massey, the son 

of Joseph Massey and Mary Ann 
Lockett was born in 1808 in Staf-
fordshire, England and died in Bris-
bane on 7 September 1888. It seems 
that as a teenager he fell foul of the 
law in a big way. His first offence 
was then he was caught stealing a 
cake of soap and using the alias of 
Lowe. His second offence was that 
he must have been hungry for to-
gether with his older brother Ralph, 
they were caught stealing two loaves 
of bread and were committed to the 
County Gaol in April 1825. Some-
how they escaped from custody and 

two years later, 10 January 1827, this 
repeat offender was caught stealing 
two shrew bottles and at the Stafford 
Quarter Sessions was convicted and 
sentenced to seven years transporta-
tion. This time he used the alias of 
Lockett. On 11 April that year he was 
transported to New South Wales on 
the Manilus and was put to work on 
an iron gang.

In 1828, he was assigned to 
a farmer who thought he was of good 
character, honest and a good plough-
man after working for him for a cou-
ple of months. But in March  he was 
found to have entered a neighbour’s 
house by the window instead of the 
door and he was disturbed with a 
bottle of oil was found concealed on 
him.  In court Massey pleased intoxi-

cation and his master stated he was a 
very handy man about the house and 
he understood cattle and was a very 
good man. The judge thought Mas-
sey’s character was doubtful and ex-
tended his sentence by an extension 
of three years.

In 1836, John married Mary 
Simmons and on 14 January 1837 he 
received his certificate of freedom. 
Their first child, Joseph was born 
at Maitland that year, followed by 
John  jr in 1838, Sarah Caroline 
in 1840, William in 1842 and  Mary 
Ann in 1844. The family then moved 
to Brisbane and James, 1851, and 
Martha 1855, were born there.

It seems that John and Ralph 
became brickmakers as in 1846 a 
news item details that Mrs Massey, 
wife of a brickmaker, was assault-
ed on the cross river ferry boat. A 
popular brickmaking site of the time 
was York’s Hollow which stretched 
around the northern side of Spring 
Hill. The government decided to 
regulate this activity by charging 
£5 a years for a licence. The police 
became very heavy handed in 
inspecting the brickmakers’ licences 
and insisting that everyone working 
had to have a separate licence. The 
Brisbane Town officials decided they 
wanted to get rid of the brickmakers 
from York’s Hollow as they wanted 

York’s Hollow
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to create a park. No doubt there were 
other influences at work.

The brickmakers of York’s 
Hollow are in a state of agitation 
consequent on their having received 
an intimation that the land on which 
they are located will be required for 
the purpose of a public park for the 
use of the citizens. They object that 
having just paid their license fees 
they cannot justly get “notice to quit” 
till the end of the year. Owing to the 
recent wet weather their operations 
have been considerably retarded; for 
it is only now that they are getting 
their stacks ready for new kilns of 
bricks. We can hardly see any neces-
sity for their immediate removal.

The Acclimatisation Society 
were champing at the bit to get hold 
of the land but some were saying by 
getting rid of the brickmakers from 
such a site so convenient to the town 
would result in higher costs for the 
bricks.

The Hon. Secretary made 
reference to York’s Hollow Reserve, 
and referred to the green trees yet 
standing, which he pronounced val-
ueless for the purposes of shelter and 
which he further considered were 
great eyesores. The brick makers, he 
said, would all be off the ground in 
a month, and the fences and flood 
gates were nearly finished. The 
ground was all but ready for the 
society to take possession of.

Referring to Hack’s tender 
for removing more trees, he might 
state that he offered to undertake the 
contract for £35, and that he (Hack), 
had barely cleared himself, and 
thought therefore, that a little prefer-
ence should be shown to him.

North Australian: 16 April 1864.
The Massey Brothers were 

certainly working in York’s Hollow 

as a much later reference mentioned 
that they were near where the rail-
way line was put through the area. 
The best estimate would be near 
Wickham Street in the Exhibition 
Grounds. They were interested in lo-
cal affairs as both their names appear 
on a petition for nominating J. Rich-
ardson for parliament.

SERIOUS ACCIDENT. 
On Wednesday last a lad 

named James Massie nearly lost his 
life through incautious riding. It ap-
pears that he was out riding in com-
pany with several other youths, and 
that he was suddenly pitched over 
his horse’s head, and that while he 
lay on the ground the animal passed 
over him, and with its hoof tore off a 
large portion of flesh from one of his 
thighs. Surgical aid was immediately 
called to the sufferer, and the wound 
was stitched and dressed as quickly 
as the circumstances of the case 
would admit; but, we understand, it 
is very doubtful whether the lad will 
recover the perfect use of his leg. His 
father is a brickmaker in York’s Hol-
low, in the vicinity of which the ac-
cident occurred.

The Courier: 27 March 1863

It seems that John was look-
ing to his future of owning his own 
land and so on 29 August 1859, he 
purchased nearly 28 acres of land, 
portion 266 parish of Enoggera for 
£27 8sh. 8d. (Now at the corner of 
Days and Kedron Brook Roads, 
Wilston)

In 1865 the government is-
sued a circular  requiring all brick-
makers and others to vacate York’s 
Hollow on or before 31 December 
1865. The penalty for failure to carry 
out this instruction was the confisca-
tion of all the property found on the 
ground after that date.

The brickmakers generally 
complied with this rule and pulled 
down their humpies, some substan-
tially built and the majority of them 

retired to land that they had either 
bought or leased. Those who re-
mained in the colony purchased from 
their earnings for years of hard la-
bour land in the northern suburbs of 
the city, two or three miles distant, at 
from £40 to £80 an acre, for the pur-
poses of brick-making.

Brisbane Courier: 27 February 1866.
The gripe expressed in the 

Brisbane Courier was that one brick-
maker, named Bowser, was allowed 
to remain and continue business. It 
was revealed that he had a govern-
ment contract to supply bricks for 
the new parliament house but he was 
able to expand and supply bricks to 
others at an advantageous price to 
the detriment of other brickmakers.

John Massey and his fam-
ily moved to his property at Wilston. 
There Massey and his sons carried 
on the trade of brick-making. They 
were hand-made “sand stock” bricks 
that were left to dry in the sun before 
firing them.

See other articles on Campbell’s Bricks at 
Albion, Williams’ Bricks at Lutwyche and 
Newmarket Bricks.

DEATH OF JAMES RHODES
A brickmaker, named James 

Rhodes, fifty-three years of age, 
met with a very sudden and violent 
death at Lutwyche, about half-past 4 
o’clock, yesterday afternoon. He was 
engaged digging in a clay pit, when 
suddenly, about ten tons of clay, 
which he had undermined, fell upon 
him. The fall of the clay was heard by 
two other brickmakers, named James 
Bridge and William Anderson, who 
were working in another pit about 
100 yards away, but they did not 
miss poor Rhodes until about a quar-
ter of an hour later. It then dawned 
upon them that their comrade might 
have been buried beneath the earth. 
This proved only too true, for, after 
digging away some of the earth, they 
came across Rhodes, who was then 
quite dead. The deceased had been 
working about the metropolis as a 
brickmaker for the last twenty years, 
and leaves a wife and three young 
children but poorly provided for.

Queensland Times: 15 September 1888.

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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BLOCKSIDGE
BATTLE

Darby and Joan Fall Out,
BELLIGERENT BENJAMIN.
Pats His Wife with a Potstick.

The Blocksidge family were 
in the North Side Summons Court 
on Monday morning, March 29, 
when Magistrate Moore sat in judg-
ment, and Mr. Crawford defended a 
frail old man, who is within a few 
weeks of the three score and ten. 
Benjamin Blocksidge is a feeble old 
citizen who served the City Coun-
cil for one score and ten years, as a 

drayman and he does not appear to 
be an aggressive individual. He was 
proceeded against by his wife, Mary 
Ann Blocksidge, for assaulting her 
with a stick, on Monday, March 13. 
Mary Ann has the appearance of a 
hardy, heavy woman, a few years 
younger than her husband, and her 
conduct in court was not such as 
would impress the law-giver in her 
favor. She went into the witness-box 
with an air of importance, throw-
ing up her black veil, and sizing up 
her surroundings like a seasoned 
general. She described herself as a 
married woman, living with defend-
ant at 61 Warren-street, Fortitude 
Valley, and stated that on Monday 
afternoon, March 13, between 4 and 
6 o’clock, she was just fi nishing her 
washing, when her son came with 

the horse and dray. She had some 
clothes pegged on the line, and the 
dray caught the petticoat. Her hus-
band said to her on, “Tear the blan-
kety thing down.” Her husband then 
come and tried to put his finger into 
the petticoat not into a tear, but into 
one of the holes ribbons are put into, 
She went to go to the front veranda, 
and defendant followed her, saying, 
“Take that!” and striking her a blow 
on the shoulder, and then on the arm 
with a stick. She had the business 
end of a potstick waving in her right 
hand while she was talking, and 
Magistrate, Moore called the usher to 
disarm her. As he did so, the lady 
remarked with a smile, “I’ll not use 
it, Your Worship.” Witness swore 
she took the stick from her assail-ant, 
raced away  for a policeman, and 
brought one.

By Mr Crawford: She did 
nothing, but, wash that afternoon. 
She did not know what she said 
when she was struck. She was never 
bound over to keep the peace. The 
papers put her down. Her husband 
put her in court three times. Mrs Cain 
summoned her once for assault, and 
she wouldn’t pay the fine, She did 
the seven days. The police never 
arrested her. Her husband had not 
lived sixty years in the same street. 
He had not been to court in his life. 
He was thirty years working for the 
City Council, and had to leave some 
time ago on account having a bad 
back. Her husband did have his 
meals up the yard for his own 
convenience. He kept tea and sugar 
in a box on the veranda, but he 
wasn’t going to the box to get his 
billy and tea and sugar. She did not 
attack him and say, “You ——; 
you’ll get no tea or sugar or blllycan 
out of that. “She did not cast an ugly 
reflection on the purity of her 
husband’s mother or sister. Her son 
was in the yard when she was struck. 

Her brother, Joe Massey, was 
looking through the house at the 
time. She was looking in the 
opposite direc-tion to Joe 
Massey. She did not threaten to 
a knife into her hus-band on 
March 5. She gave  him a tongue-
thrashing sometimes. Her son 
saw the assault, but was not 
present in court. He is friendly with 
her. She positively declared that she 
didn’t threaten to knife her husband 
on March 5 in the presence of Mr 
Baker.

P.M. Moore: You are not a 
happy family. Relations are some-
what strained with you and your hus-
band?

Mary Ann (with a weep in 
her voice): “We’ve never been hap-

py since we’ve been married. He 
always calls me lag’s daughter.”

Magistrate. Moore: What 
can be done?. Why don’t you live 
apart? ‘Tis a pity. He is an old man; 
over 70 years of age, and you must 
be over 60 years old.

Witness: I’m 65 years old. 
My son drives the dray for his father. 
I can’t live on 10s. a week.

When her evidence was be-
ing read over, witness added that 
her daughter, “young Mrs Block-
sidge, the widow,” was on the back 
veranda, and saw the assault.

By Mr. Crawford: Her 
daughter was staying at the   house.
Joseph Massey, a hoary-locked vet-
eran, residing at Massey Hill, off 
Newmarket-road, stated that he saw 
Blocksidge strike complainant, on 

Mary Ann Blocksidge Benjamin  Blocksidge
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the back veranda.
His Worship: No. On what 

part of the body?
Mary Ann: On the shoul-

der.
His Worship. Madam, you 

must not suggest answers.
Witness: I saw him hit her 

on the arm, on the back veranda.
By Mr Crawford: He saw 

defendant hit Mrs Blocksidge one 
blow, and the blood flow. Young 
Mrs Blocksidge was on the same 
veranda, and could not see the blow 
struck.

lady. She did not think she was the 
cause of the trouble. There is a dis-
pute about some property of her late 
husband’s, which defendant claims 
under a receipt. She never heard a 
word said about a billy-can or tea. 
Mrs Blocksidge did not tell her, in 
course of conversation, what to say. 
Mrs Blocksidge got such a shock that 
she lost her senses,

Benjamin Blocksidge tod-
dled toward the witness stand, 
climbed into it, and gave his version 
of the battle in the back yard. He said 
he had been residing in Warren-street 
for more than 50 years, and had 
never been in court before. He was 
working as drayman, for the Munici-
pal council for 30 years, and ceased 
toiling about three months ago, 
because his back was bad. Just 
before the battle, he was going 
towards the box on the back veranda 
where he kept his billy, tea, and 
sugar locked up. His stronger half 
was hanging out clothes, and she 
rushed , towards him, shut the gate, 
and exclaimed. “You’ll get, nothing 
out of that, you muddy baskit,” and 
cast ugly reflections on the virtue of 
his mother and sister. He was angry, 
and gave her one whack with the 
waddy. Only his son and the 
complainant were in the yard at the 
time. His wife tried to get a crack at 
him with the 3ft. of broom handle, 
but the son rescued him.  

Young Mrs Blocksidge was 
on the front veranda with Massey, 
his wife’s brother, who came 
pushing through the house, but did 
not see the stick in action. He carried 
the stick because his wife was 
treacherous, and he did not know 
when a bottle or a knife was coming 
at him.

Questioned by complainant, 
witness said he didn’t hit his wife, or 
try to poke her eyes out with a stick.

Mrs. Blocksidge (excitedly): 
You’ll have to adjourn the case, your 
Worship, and I’ll bring my son. That 
man’s not telling a word of the truth 
(gesticulating with her gamp).

Magistrate Moore: Keep that 
umbrella down.

The old lady subsided, the 
solicitor for the defence argued, and 
the law-giver ended the ordeal by 

By Mr. Crawford: She was 
not sitting on a chair on the front ve-
randa when defendant struck the old 

binding Benjamin to be of good be-
havior for twelve months, in a bond 
of £10, and one surety of £8.

He advised the old pair to 
burst up the partnership and live sep-
arately.

Truth: 26 March 1911.
Background:

Mary Ann Blocksidge was 
born Mary Ann Massey, daughter 
of  John Massey and Mary Simmons, 
was born on 10 June 1844.

She married  Benjamin 
Blocksidge, son of Benjamin Block-
sidge and Sarah Onions, in Brisbane 

on 30 December 1862.
They had eleven children:-
Amelia Elizabeth, 1854
James Alfred, 1865
Frederick Charles, 1867

died 1868
Charles Henry, 1869
George Alfred, 1871

died 1874
Robert Alexander, 1874

died 1876
Florence Charlotte, 1876

died 1886
William George Henry,  

1879
Lavinia Maud, 1885
Matilda Florence Charlotte,  

1887
died 1888

Joseph Massey was born in 
1837 in Maitland and married Jane 
Walsh, daughter of John Walsh and 
Margaret Cairns, born in Northern 
Ireland, in Brisbane in 1860. She 
passed away in 1890. They had 
twelve children.

Elizabeth Jane  
Blocksidge

His Worship: Constable, re-
move the complainant away from 
the witness stand. I don’t mind her 
examining the witness, but I object 
to her muttering to him.

By Mr Crawford: Young 
Mrs Blocksidge did say to him, 
“They’re at it again.”

Elizabeth Jane Blocksidge, 
a widow, residing with her father-in-
law, said complainant said nothing 
to Blocksidge on the eventful after-
noon. When young. Mr Blocksidge 
came in with a dray, and the dray 
caught in a petticoat, Mrs Block-
sidge said to her son, “Don’t tear the 
clothes.” The son said, “All right, 
mother. I didn’t see them.” That was 
all that was said until she saw the old 
man coming down the yard with a 
stick in his hand. She saw him strike 
his wife across the shoulder with the 
stick.

Joseph Massey
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65 YEARS OF 
MARRIED BLISS

 Understanding, mutual re-
spect, and a spirit of give and take are 
the three essentials to marital happi- 
ness, according to Mr William Henry 
Harvey, of Lovedale Street, Wilston,
and as he and his wife will have been 
married 65 years on Sunday, he con-
tends that he should know. Of these 
three factors, Mr Harvey considers 
‘give and take’ by far the most im-
portant.
 ‘If present day folk adopted 
that attitude in their home life,’ he said 
yesterday, ‘I am sure there would be 
far fewer divorces. In our early strug-
gles together my wife and I found that 
this policy smoothed over occasional 
diffi culties, and I can’t remember our 
last tiff, it was so long ago.’
 Mr and Mrs Harvey were 
married in 1872 by the Rev. B. D. 
Wilson, Baptist minister, resident in 
Gregory Terrace. All but two years of 
their long married life has been spent 
in the Wilston district, of which Mr 
Harvey, claims to be the oldest resi-
dent. 
 In his early life he was coach-
man to the late Judge Paul, but later 
became a brickmaker, and later still 
was engaged in the wool trade.
 The couple have 30 grand-
children and 23 great grandchildren, 
and at various times the family has 
controlled as many as 40 votes in the
Enoggera district — “Nearly enough 
to elect our own member,” Mr Har-
vey jokingly remarked.
 In his 84 years Mr Harvey 
has encountered some hard times, 
but his only real unhappiness, he 
says, was when his devoted wife lost 
her eye-sight. She is now being cared 
for by a granddaughter, with whom 
the couple live. Mr. Harvey retains 
all his faculties, and for a man of his 
advanced age his mind is singularly 
alert.
 He has been working and 
keeping himself ever since he was 13 
years of age, and fi nds it hard to give 

it up. Every day he spends about fi ve 
hours tending the fl ower garden of an 
old friend. “I might just as well wear
out as rust out,” he said.
 Mr and Mrs Harvey did not 
celebrate either the golden or dia-
mond jubilees of their wedding, but 
they plan to hold a big family reun-
ion when they have been married 70
years.

Courier-Mail: 15 April 1937

Other Details
William Henry Harvey, son of John 
Harvey and Sarah Weedon was born 
on 1 September 1853, christened 4 
September 1853 and died 28 October 
1943. He married Elizabeth Massey 
on 18 April 1872. They had eight 
children:
 Sarah Caroline, 1872
 Louisa Matilda, 1874
 John James, 1876
 William Henry, 1879
 Fred Evelan, 1881
 Laura Mabel Weedon, 1883
 Percival Harvey, 1886
 Eva May, 1888

Annie Harvey (nee Gordon) wife of John James Harvey, married 1 Janu-
ary 1906. Children: Hazel Eileen, born 1906 and Colin David, born 1916. 
Other children: Leonard John James 1909 and Clarence Gordon, 1911

FUNERAL NOTICE
HARVEY − The Relatives 
& Friends of Messrs & 
Mesdames Fred, William, 
John and Percy Harvey, Mr 
& Mrs J. Victor, Mr & Mrs 
G. Catchpole, & Mr H. Gil-
bert are invited to attend the 
Funeral of their beloved Fa-
ther, Father-in-law, William 
Henry (Harry) Harvey, late 
of Lovedale St., Wilston, to 
leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 
Adelaide St., City, To-mor-
row (Saturday) Morning, at 
10  o’clock, for the Lutwy-
che Cemetery. CANNON 
& CRIPPS, LTD., Funeral 
Directors.

Courier-Mail: 29 October 1943

 It appears that Elizabeth 
Harvey died on 28 March 1938 but 
no Funeral Notice in the newspapers 
could be found.
 According to that death 
registration, her parents were John 
Massey and Mary Ann Simmonds.
 Notable descendant was 
William Charles Roy Harvey (1921-
2006) former Lord Mayor and 
M.L.A.

Possibly the boy in the photo is not C
olin but Leonard judging by the size of H

azel.
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WILSTON LAND
FROM £5

When the 210 acres of land 
in the Wilston area was first sold on 
31 May 1859 it realised £1 per acre 
but only two lots containing 86 acres 
were sold, one to William Wilson 
and the other to Patrick Byrne.

Wilson eventually owned 
three adjoining portions totalling 133 
acres and he sold it and his house  in 
September 1884 for £30,000.

On Saturday 9 May 1885 
some of this land was sub-divided in 
309 allotments and were put up for 
auction. The sale was not very suc-
cessful initially as it seems too far 
away from everywhere and besides 
there were hundreds more allotments 
available in the Eildon Hill Estate 
closer to the Bowen Bridge Road.  

Most of the Wilston lots 
were offered for sale again on 10 
September 1888 with similar results. 
The land around Wilston Road, Ruth 
and Cross (Mars) Streets was again 
offerred for sale as the Wilston Es-
tate on 24 November 1900.

Around 20 years later this 
land formerly belonging to Wilson 
was advertised for sale in smaller 
groupings such as Surrey Hills Es-
tate, The Wilston Railway Estate, 
Paul Place Estate, The Coronation 
Estate, The York Estate and the Gra-
ham Estate.

 

 
 

 
 

The land around Vale and 
Wilston (Lamont, Heather and Ol-
ney Streets, was offered again for 
sale, this time as Surrey Hills Estate 
on 23 August 1888.

With the opening of the 
Enoggera railway line through the 
edge of the land, came new impe-
tus The Wilston Railway Estate 
with land between Vale and Wilston 
(Lamont Streets plus land front-
ing Heather, Stain, Ruth and Olney 
Streets was offered for sale yet again 
on 2 March 1901.

 It offerred 127 hillside resi-
dential sites - cool, breezy, high, beau-
tiful. The second section between 
Vale and Dover Streets stretching 
from Newmarket Road to Montpe-
lier Street was auctioned on 6 April 
1907. 

The Adams Estate (Wilston 
Road, Alderson, Farm Streets was 
put on sale on 18 March 1911. The 
47 building sites were sold at the sale 
for prices ranging from £7 10s to £26. 
The Wilston Estate - Newmarket of 
land between Landsdowne and Gaunt 
Streets as well as some lots of Abuk-
lea Street was offered for sale on 8 
July 1911. All the  60 lots were sold 
with the highest price being £36.

The Graham Estate of 102 
lots (around Dover Street was auc-
tioned on 5 August 1911 and all of 
them sold with the highest price paid 
being £28.

The Coronation Estate 
was sold in sections. The first on 16 
September 1911 offered 136 sites 

Heather Streets were auctioned on 
2 November 1912. Another section 
was auctioned on 2 November that 
year.

The York Estate (including 
part of Montpelier, Wilston, Gaunt, 
Landsdowne and Watson Streets) 
consisting of 125 allotments was 
auctioned on the ground on 22 July 
1912 by Cameron Bros.. 

The Wilston Hill Estate, 
consisting of 133 lots, was auctioned 
on 25 June 1915. 125 were sold in 
the price range of £5 to £142. Left 
overs were put on sale again on 25 
June 1915.

The Wilston Sports Ground 
Estate of 102 allotments, bordering 
on Days and Wilston Road, were 
auctioned on 7 August 1915. 

The whole estate was sold at 
prices from £12 to £35 10s. The 21 
unsold allotments on this estate were 
auctioned on 31 July 1926.
 The Grange Heights Es-
tate, Newmarket, offered 55 choice 
allotments on 25 September 1926. 
 A latecomer in the resale 
business was the Inglis land of Paul 
Place Estate on 28 May 1927.

of which 77 were sold 
in prices ranging from 
£10 to £32 (Montpelier, 
Primrose and Daisy be-
tween Colston Road, 
Thomas and Savage 
(Inglis) Streets). Anoth-
er section of 175 sites 
including land on Abuk-
lea, Prospect, May, 
Heather, Paul Place and 

Researched by D
avid Teague.
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