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The 2024 Anzac Day service 

at the Windsor Memorial Park 
 

This year, the Society once again 

conducted the local Anzac Day    

service. With a perfect day, weather-

wise, a record number of over 1300          

attended.                                        

The society thanks the many       

volunteers who helped bring the   

ceremony together and to the        

ceremony participants on the day. 

Afterwards, many of the  attendees 

enjoyed morning tea and Anzac bis-

cuits, across the road in the  Old 

Windsor Council Chambers. . 

The 2025 Anzac Day ceremony 

will have an extra significance as 

it will be 100 years to the day, that 

the Windsor memorial was 

opened  

The crowd gathers for the ceremony    The Catafalque Party 

Guest speaker Federal MP Stephen Bates with auslan interpreter                                      State MP Tim Nicholls — closing remarks  

         The Salvation Army Band                           The flags and the WW2 monument  

Across the road for refreshments at the Chambers                                                      
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The ANZAC Biscuit 

Reprinted from myfoodbook 
 
 

The Anzac biscuit is a national treasure for          
Australians and New Zealanders. It’s a recipe 
shaped by the soldiers who so bravely fought for us 
in war, and by those back home who rallied behind 
them. 
Originally, the Anzac biscuit was designed to travel 
well over several weeks at sea, so the recipe didn’t 
feature eggs, golden syrup or coconut. Their       
incredibly tough consistency and savoury taste 
meant that they were purely a source of sustenance 
and not particularly enjoyable. It is said that some 
soldiers would even crush them before eating to 
avoid breaking a tooth! 
The sweet Anzac biscuit we know today is the    
result of the soldier’s wives adapting the recipe to 
sell at community fetes and fairs to raise money for 
the war effort. Years on, you can still find the     
famous Anzac biscuit not only at fetes and fairs, but 
also at the school canteen, cafes, the local super-
market, and of course at home in our kitchens. 
As cliché as it may sound, it is hard to beat the 
comforting smell of home baked biscuits fresh from 
the oven. There really is nothing like making      
biscuits with the kids and sharing the amazing    
history.  
This special biscuit will always remind us of the 
Anzacs, their bravery and their spirit. As we bake 
them, we’ll be remembering them and passing their 
story onto the next generation. 
 
 

THE OLDEST ANZAC BISCUIT RECIPE       
pre-1920 

Makes 26 – 30 biscuits. 
 

Courtesy Alison Courtice 

 
INGREDIENTS 

2 cups rolled oats. 
1 cup plain flour 
½ cup granulated sugar 
125g butter 
2 tablespoons (generous) of golden syrup 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
2 tablespoons boiling water 

 
METHOD 
Pre-set oven to 170C / 150C Fan Forced / Gas 3. Line two baking 
sheets with baking paper or lightly oil. 
Mix together oats, flour and sugar in a large bowl. Melt butter in a 
large pan over medium heat, add golden syrup, stir till dissolved. 
Bring gently to boiling point then remove pan from heat. Mix boil-
ing water and bicarbonate of soda and stir until dissolved. Add this 
to the hot melted mixture and stir till it froths up the pan. Carefully 
add the frothy mixture to the dry ingredients and mix well. If a little 
dry add 1⁄2 tablespoon extra water to help bind it together. 
 
Take a flat dessertspoon of mixture, roll into a ball. Place balls on 
baking tray 5 cm apart (the biscuits will spread). Press biscuits 
down using a fork, the back of a spoon, or the bottom of a cup 
measure. Bake. After 15 minutes take trays (1 tray at a time) out of 
the oven and press biscuits flat again. Return trays to the oven and 
continue baking for a further 3–4 minutes or until golden (they will 
still be soft.) 
Leave the biscuits on the trays for 5 minutes before transferring 
them to a cooling rack. When the biscuits are cold store them in an 
air-tight tin. 
ALLISON'S TIPS 

To make measuring easy, warm golden syrup tin in a bowl of hot 
water, and dip tablespoon in hot water. 

It is important to use a levelled cup measure for the oats and 
flour, or the biscuits will be dry. 

Flattening the biscuits towards the end of the baking process is 
not essential, but improves the appearance. 

This is based on the recipe that was discovered in Carole Moore's 
family recipe book, compiled before 1920. Allison has changed the 
golden syrup quantity to reflect the fact that the tablespoon measure 
we use now is smaller than the spoons used then. 



 

Page 5   JOURNAL Windsor and Districts’ Historical Society 

The naming of 

LE GEYT Street Windsor 

Le Geyt Street was named after  

Eliza Emily Le Geyt 1813 -1903 

What was the connection of Eliza Le Geyt to this area? 

Eliza was the wife of  Sir Maurice O’Connell 1812—1879, a 

Military man who, in later life, became the  President of 

Queensland’s Parliament upper House. (1860—1879). He 

was the administrator  for the colony of Queensland four 

times. It is interesting to note that Maurice’s maternal   

grandfather was William Bligh of “Bounty” fame and an   

early Governor of NSW. 

Eliza and Maurice were the second owners of the original 

home “Rosemount” in Maud (now Cartwright St). This area 

was then known as O’Connelltown. Le Geyt Street was part 

of this “town”. 

 

Eliza was born in Ipswich England 23 June 1813. The Le Geyt  

family were land owners  on the Island of Jersey since the 13th century. Eliza met Maurice O’Connell 

when he was posted to Jersey as a military Captain in the early 1830s. A lengthy courtship led to their 

marriage on Jersey 24 July 1835. After some military duty, Maurice and Eliza sailed to Sydney Australia 

in 1838. They built a home in Parramatta around 1842. Later Maurice relinquished his Military position. 

He then served on various government positions before going to the new colony of Queensland when it 

was proclaimed in 1859. 

 

Eliza and Maurice on the steps of the  

original Rosemount House. Early 1860s 

Eliza’s gravestone Toowong Cemetery 
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The early extractive       

industries of the area 

The Albion and Windsor districts were 
famous in the early days for extractive 
industries. The famous porphry of Windsor 
was mined from several well-known 
quarries—Carrols, Bowser & Lever, Ithaca 
Division quarry (later Windsor Shire quarry).                     
The sandstone from Petrie's Albion quarries graced 
many fine houses including Kedron Lodge 
and Rosemount. The clay from Fischers (later 
Campbells) pits at Albion was turned into 
many forms of earthenware, bricks and 
pottery. Petries also had pits just along 
Sandgate Road and made bricks. 
Localities were named after these features. 
Where Petries dug clay, became Clayfield, and 
the exposed cliffs along Crosby Road so 
reminded the initial publican of the local 
hotel of the white cliffs of Dover, that he 
called his hotel Albion after the Roman name 
for England and the Roman landing point 
of Dover. 
James Bryden was also a pioneer of the local 
extractive industry but is largely forgotten as 
such. Bryden and his brother John and their 
wives and niece Martha, left Newry in Ireland 
for Australia in 1854. They were cabinet 
makers and they set up business in Queen 
Street. They purchased land from George 
Byrne and built houses - Fernfield and 
Skilmorlie on Bowen Bridge Road. 
James Bryden purchased portion 20 of over 
11 acres in the Parish of Toombul (Crosby 
Road—next to Petrie's land) which was 
developed. Two types of fireclay were present 
and extracted. Ordinary clay was used for 
pottery work and a pure white clay of the 
finest quality was also present. This fireclay 
would process in the intense heat, producing 
articles as strong as stonework. 
Also there were sandstone deposits which it 
was claimed to be the finest available in 
Brisbane. It had been used in several fine 
local residences belonging to local gentlemen. 

 

There were also three stone cottages built on the 
land and a large forge with man’s room attached. 
Not only did this block product two types of fire-
clay and fine stone but also it was an active coal 
mine. A shaft had been sunk to a depth of 103 feet 
passing through some minor seams. Portions of                     
the coal was reported to be some of the best coal 
so far discovered in the colony. It was believed 
that the main seam would shortly be reached 
with greater yields. 
According to the sales pitch, when Bryden 
decided to sell this enterprise in 1885 that 
an inexhaustible supply of the above—coal, 
clay, and stone exists on this property and 
confers a permanent tangible value thereon 
only to be computed by thousands of pounds 
and presenting a certain and independent 
fortune to any man of enterprise and 
intelligence. 
Not only did this land abound in minerals 
but also overlooked the Brisbane River with 
commanding views of the Bay, the City, and 
the Surrounding Country. 
James Bryden was certainly a man of 
enterprise. One of his many assets held at his 
death in 1888 was the Belfast Hotel in Queen 
Street. The wealth of John and James Bryden 
was inherited by their niece Martha Brennan 
and in turn it was inherited by her nieces 
and nephews, one of which relatives 
purchased the remaining shares of the 
Windsor properties and in turn left it to his 
nieces and nephews. 
It was was only in the late 1990s that the 
remaining houses and lands were sold. Both 
of the original houses—Fernfield and 
Skilmorlie still partially exist. 

This article by Past President Peter Pegg, first appeared                                                           

in the Society’s journal July 2003 
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1949 aerial photo of the  Albion area before re-development. Crosby Rd at bottom and  Lapraik St at right. Chimneys of   

Campbell’s pottery & brick works can be seen as well as the quarried area with its whitish rocks which were  instrumental in 

the naming of Albion 

The remains of the Windsor Shire/Town quarry—next 

to Old Windsor Council Chambers. 

The remains of the Bowser & Lever Quarry                                

— behind Freedom Furniture Lutwyche Rd. 

Fernfield in the 1980s     Current address 11 Bryden St 

1998—all that was retained from Skimorlie. Later became       

reception area for the Windsor International Motel.                      

— Opposite Fernfield in Bryden St.                  
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Homes of historical  interest      

visited  by Society Life Member 

Jenny Roemermann  Pt.1 

     I love old houses, especially in Brisbane with 
wide verandahs and space around to appreciate 
their construction. Small cottages with tiny front 
verandahs and a bit of iron lace were my first love 
as a child passing along in a tram through Clayfield 
and Albion, then Toowong and Milton, later Red 
Hill and Paddington. 

   Now I collect pictures of pre-1920’s houses and 
relish seeing old places still lived in and loved, in 
older suburbs like Highgate Hill, West End,      
Paddington, Windsor and Spring Hill, Albion and 
Clayfield; and going to towns to admire genuine 
Queenslanders, especially places like Ipswich, Too-
woomba, and Maryborough, Gympie, in fact any 
place with old houses tucked away like Yandina 
and Maleny. 

So, this story is in four parts--  

1. Those with personal connec-
tions. 

 2. Combined personal and work 

 3. Community work over 40 years 

 4. Those that have been demolished 

Part 1: Personal Connections 

Fairleigh 

  Unknown to me when I bought my house in 
Windsor in 1978, it had been part of an original 
house in the street which was named “Fairleigh.” I 
have since learned of its history and been privileged 
to tour the part still standing in Constitution Road 
which was rejuvenated in the eighties to nineties. I 
admired the pressed metal ceilings when visiting in 
the nineties. My immediate neighbour told me a 
little of Fairleigh’s history and a descendant of the 
local builder,William Bradley, told me more of its 
changes and renovations in the nineteen twenties, 
which included the shift of the original house into 
2, then the detached kitchen to the present site with 
verandahs added around three sides—my house! 
Bradley had split other large properties in the area 
and apparently there is a cedar post on my front ve-
randah from another old house he worked on.     
Being a long-term member of WDHS I have since 
found out more of its history and have written 
about it in an earlier Journal publication  -         

Oakwal 

  On the opposite hill to my home stands “Oakwal”, 
viewed through the trees in my garden. I visited it 
as a nurse in the seventies in the sitting room. A      
gracious home with slate roof, an open verandah 
with twin posts across the front, flat on the ground. 
It was constructed in local stone blocks in 1858 by 
Daniel Somerset and then sold to Chief Justice, 
James Cockle in 1864.Somerset then had St John’s 
Wood House built in a similar style in 1864-5.  

 Again, childhood memories for me----as a child we 
lived in St John’s Wood and a girl in my class lived 
in St. John’s Wood House. It was known as Gran-
ite House by all the local residents, as it was built 
of stone from the local quarry. It was divided into 
two flats, and I recall playing with her in the central 
ballroom with beautiful, polished floor on which 
we slid about in our socks. At the time this       
beautiful space with clerestory windows just stored 
resident’s extra belongings. The grounds in front 
were laid out with spacious gardens which were 
later sold off as five allotments along the street 
front so now the house is only barely visible from 
the side street. 

  In 1888 Oakwal was transferred to architect James 
Cowlishaw whose relatives continued to live there 
for some time. Of course, like all these large histor-
ic properties the land has been subdivided. It still 
has a position of prestige with privacy from mature 
trees in the gardens sloping to the front. 

Boothville/ Monte Video 

  It was constructed in 1887 for the Queensland National 
Bank’s general manager, and called Monte Video. It 
was then purchased by the Salvation Army in 1923 as a 
private hospital and served as a   maternity hospital until 
1994. During that time I attended a number of Neigh-
borhood Watch meetings held there so had the privilege 
of seeing inside. The staircase is particularly beautiful. I 
also recall one meeting in what was the original large, 
detached kitchen built on the eastern side to cater for 
such a large home. Now it is again a private property but 
its land to the north was sold for allotments and I went 
to one of the semi- detached houses also. There is an 
enormous tree which stands large on the skyline view 
west for us, dominating the garden sloping to the street 
to the south which enhances the house position. Opening 
the enclosed verandahs again by recent owners has en-
hanced its elegance and splendid position.. 
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Windsor School of Arts 

  This is a building on Lutwyche Road, now set 
opposite Maygar St. which was moved to make 
way for the new Northern Busway Project in 
2009. (from opposite Fuller St.) The hall is used 
by a local band and theatre groups. In the nine-
teen -seventies I attended a Christmas party of a 
community group there . 

As a local community hall this building was a 
focal point for many social gatherings in early 
years. 

29 Murray Street/Munna 

In Wilston there are a number of stately homes 
adapted for a range of uses. One I remember was 
29 Murray Street which was a reception centre 
for parties and weddings from 1948 to 1994. It 
used to be called “Munna”, built in 1905. It has 
open verandahs, large rooms and has been well 
maintained. Back in the fifties and sixties when I 
was young, it was a glamorous venue. I attended 
a twenty-first birthday party there for a family 
friend. It. In more recent years it was a family 
home again. 

 I also recall assessing a client in a large Queens-
lander next to the reception centre so at least 
these big homes were getting use. I think this 
must be “Oakleigh” which I also went to a long 
time ago to see a client. Other large properties 
have been adapted for use as hostels/rooming 
houses with central passageways and rooms off 
either side as bedrooms. 

A Gracious Home—79 Montpelier Street 

  This house has a great position at the top of 
Grange with a wide frontage and includes a    
tennis court and swimming pool so is ideal for a 
great family life. I was privileged to visit here as 
a teenager as it was owned by family friends 
who favoured living in this area for many years.          
I remember as a child walking up from the 
Grange tram terminus and being able to have a 
ride on a rocking-horse. So as a teenager we 
shared in gatherings of friends to play tennis.    
Its size enabled several generations to reside   
together. An earlier generations had lived at    
Eagle Junction in a large stately twenties style 
house, Eboracum and one member ran the pic-
ture theatre in Lutwyche so there was a long as-
sociation with these northern suburbs. It helped 
me appreciate the comforts of spacious housing 
and the privileges of such a lifestyle. 

Conon 

In Lutwyche there are also variations in style.          
One grand house hidden at the end of a street is 
“Conon,” originally of timber and simple open         
verandah from 1863 but with a later addition in 1870’s, 
a wing of rendered brick and rounded frontage of bay 
windows which added dignity and style. It still has  
spacious grounds with mature trees which provide        
privacy. I especially liked the almost secret garden 
with trailing vines towards the back of the house where 
one can sit and relax near the kitchen. As a Society 
member I have been privileged to visit a few years ago 
for a social gathering. It was interesting to realize the 
owner went to school years before with my brother--
just another coincidence!      

                    PART 2—August Journal 

 

 
The Homes 
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How did the Society obtain 

this framed photo? 

Brisbane Lord Mayor was president of the      

Victoria Park Golf Club in the early 1930s. 

 
Murray Spinaze wrote in 2003 - 

 
My association with Victoria Park Golf Club 
began back as long ago as 1954 (I am now 
65 years of age) when as a young fellow, 
together with two other local lads, we began 
our drinking career at the Club. I have never 
been a golfer, but found that the atmosphere 
and conviviality of the clubhouse to be far 
better than at the local hotel. Thus began my 
47 year association with the Club. 
 
I first spied President (1931–35) W.A. Jolly’s 
photo displayed on the wall of the committee 
room at the old clubhouse situated opposite 
the children's hospital on Herston Road. 
When we shifted in 1984 to the new 
clubhouse on the hill opposite to where I live 
on Herston Road, W.A. Jolly’s photo again 
had pride of place in the new committee 
Room. 

Murray Spinaze (1937-2012) was a dedicated member of the 

Society and was passionate about the history of his suburb, 

Herston. After his passing , his historical records of Herston 

were donated to the society. 

2008—Murray receives  a community award from the          

Commonwealth. 

When the committee room was no longer 
used for meetings (meetings were held in the 
main clubhouse near the bar area) the photo 
was put in storage for several years. When, 
in 1998, it was decided by the members of 
the club to buy and set up two display cabinets 
(one of which is now used by the Ashgrove 
Golf Club) for the purpose of displaying the 
club’s history of some 67 years, Ron Gillinder 
and I were asked if we would like setting up 
these cabinets. 
Once again, at my suggestion, President Jolly’s 
photo graced the wall of the clubhouse over 
these two cabinets. When we, the club, were 
forced to vacate Victoria Park Golf Course 
(after losing two costly court cases) with the 
privatisation of the golf limks in 2001 by the 
Brisbane City Council, W.A. Jolly’s photo 
was taken into custodial care by Len Gillinder. 
Mr Gillinder, at my suggestion, saw the logic 
in returning the photo of President Jolly to 
the old Windsor Town Council Chambers 
where he had been Mayor. 
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6 February 2003 

L—R   Len Gillinder, Peter Pegg,(Society President),Murray Spinaze, Beres McCallum, Norman Jolly (son of William).  

Erected on the parkland opposite Murray’s home in Herston Road. 

Please visit the Windsor Council Chambers on a Sunday or Monday 1—4 pm                  

to view Murray’s HERSTON research. 
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120 years ago, the Shire of Windsor  

became the Town of Windsor 

 

One hundred and twenty years ago (1904) the 

world was a different place; Windsor was a dif-

ferent place.  

This difference was not just in the physical    

fabric, but was in the hearts and minds of the   

people. 

Certainly, this building was there, erected a 

mere seven years earlier, and the people were 

facing a new century. 

 

 

Windsor was     

enthusiastically 

part of the Empire;  

acknowledged as 

the greatest ever. 

Indeed, the very name Windsor, chosen in the 

Jubilee Year of 1887, celebrates the royal       

residence Windsor Castle. Queen Victoria who 

had reigned over the expansion and               

consolidation of this mighty empire had died at 

the end of the old century and now Edward VII 

would oversee the new century that the Great 

War in ten years time would bring. 

No one foresaw the changes an uncertainty .This 

was an era when distance was isolating. 

The very time that travel took kept most people 

in their localities. Personal mobility 

has changed dramatically since that time. 

Cars were new and not well understood. 

Horses were expensive to keep. The bicycle 

was a great liberator, as was the electric tram 

which crossed Breakfast Creek to George Street 

(now Northey Street) just three years earlier. 

Most people walked or caught the horse bus.  

 

 

The aeroplane was still in the future. The Wright 

brothers had flown in one direction at Kittyhawk in 

December of the previous year and would make a two

-way flight in a few month’s time.                                 

Windsor’s roads were very good for the time, and the 

railway had been extended through the area 

Shopping was a very different experience. While 

some goods were canned or bottled, the majority were 

stocked in bulk at the local shop.  Early residents  

would go to the local shop and having the shopkeeper 

fill a paper bag with biscuits from a tin or glass jar. 

There were no icecream cones in 1904, because they 

would be invented later in the year at the St Louis 

World Fair. The same year the tea bag may have been 

invented—some sources say 1904 others say 1908. In 

any case that happened in New York, so no teabags at 

the local shops in Windsor! Fashion continued the 

themes of the gay nineties with some simplifications.  

Women required iron wills and  corsets to achieve the 

desired outline.  

Men’s fashion had consolidated some decades earlier 

and little change would be evident until after the War. 

Women had to wait for the roaring twenties for their 

release into comfort. 

. 

 

 

, 

. 
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The previous year women in 

Queensland had been granted 

the vote—ahead of their    

sisters and cousins in the UK 

and USA.  

Life expectancy at birth was 

not high—about 55 for males 

and 60 for females. Those  

fortunate enough to reach 65 

did not expect to reach 80. 

For all of that, Windsor was a 

lively and active community 

with a population estimated 

by the Shire Chairman at 

7400.                                     

In 1902 the Local Authorities 

Act was passed allowing the 

shires in the Brisbane area to 

apply to be gazetted as towns. 

The residents of Windsor   

enthusiastically embraced this 

application.                        

The Ratepayers Association 

of Ward 1 was particularly 

supportive because they saw 

this as an opportunity to 

achieve a more even electoral 

representation.                

Windsor was proclaimed a 

town on 10 February 1904, 

and elections were held. On 

the very next day a crowd of 

200 people gathered to hear 

the result. 

 Kenneth McLennan was 

elected the first Mayor of 

Windsor. 

 

Politics was lively and not 

without interest at this 

time.                             

That year saw three Prime 

Ministers in office.       

The year started with Al-

fred Deakin with his Pro-

tectionist policies. When-

Deakin lost the confidence 

of Parliament, J. C.     

Watson became the first      

Labour Prime Minister in 

Australia and, indeed, in 

the Empire. When       

Watson’s minority        

government was defeated 

on the floor of the house, 

the Freetrader George 

Reid became Prime     

Minister. 

In Queensland Major   

General Sir Herbert 

Charles Chermside was 

Governor . 

Around the world was  

noted the Russo-Japanese 

War, the Olympic Games 

in St Louis where the first 

gold silver and bronze 

medals were awarded, and 

the debut of Puccini’s 

Madame Butterfly. 

All in all, an eventful time 

at the beginning of a new 

century; a time for the 

sowing of seeds of change, 

and in reality the end of an 

era that would never     

return.  

 

Compiled from an 2004 article 

by  

Peter Pegg  

(WDHS President at that time ) 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled by David Teague 
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Childhood memories of the 

1940s and 1950s 
 

These memories are part of the historical  files in the Society’s records. 

The author remains unknown. (photos added by the editor) 

 

I’m a bit older than some of you kids and before the Alzheimers really gets to me I can still remember 
penny treats, like Musk Sticks that you sucked into a point, large Rainbow Balls that changed colour 
several times as you took them out with less than clean fingers, to compare colours with a mate, Texas 
Chews, Treacle Chews, Sherbet bags with a licorice straw, Orange, Lime, Strawberry or                   

Sarsparilla Ice blocks made by the local Grocery Store or School Shop.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horse drawn Pie-carts with their wood fired ovens for a great Pie and Peas and Black Sauce. The shaking 
of Red Seal chips with the salt in a fold over flap made lots of noise at Saturday Arvo Matinees at the 
Grange Liberty or Lutwyche Imperial  theatres. Cold Helidon Ginger Beer in Stone Bottles. Barnes  
Auto across from The Treasury for a Pie after Friday Night at the Fights refereed by Pat Hill down at      
the Stadium and a peep through the Green Door in Albert St.  
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Hot summer swims at Hickeys Dairy on Kedron Brook or Greenlanes or The Valley or Spring Hill baths. 
The Trades Hall Jive Club, Cloudland and Lang Park Dances in the roped off section with the other   
Bodgies and Widgies, and we went everywhere by Tram or Pushbike because only one family in four had 
a motor vehicle. Brissie was a nice little town to grow up in, it’s a pity about the Queen St Mall and the 
Gridlock.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I too remember Saturday arvo at the Liberty theatre at the Grange. I couldn’t afford to sit in the             
canvas seats at the back so when the lights went off would crawl under the seat to the back, Francis al-
ways sat in the front seat yelling at the baddies. I lived just around the corner on a still night I could hear 
the movie from home. I used to walk through Miss Lloyds cow paddock past Roy Emerson’s tennis courts, 
through Mrs Greggs yard up Carol Cres. to Wilston State School. We were able to see the fireworks at the 
Ekka from our back steps those were the days. Having some of them back would be nice, even if it was 
only polite kids. 

 

 

 

 

Those old boxy blue/grey speaker boxes in Queensland state primary schools that let you listen to a “for 
schools” radio program in the classroom? And the song books that went with them? 

Radio: 7pm weekdays “When a girl marries" (“for those who are in love & for all those who can        
remember”- so went the screed). Thursdays 10.30 am “Portia Faces life” When this show was on, the 
house could catch on fire, we kids could have an accident or worse - & our mothers would not budge from 
the radio! We were threatened to within an inch of our lives if we even sneezed! At night on the radio, it 
was 7pm News (dire threats from dad re any noise) followed by “The Goons -Greenbottle etc”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then TV came along in 1959! 
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A Racecourse in the Town 

of Windsor ? 

We all are familiar with the Queensland Emergency Services headquarters as well as the Kedron High 

School which are situated on land opposite the historic Kedron Park Hotel, but did you know that            

a racecourse existed there from the 1880s  to the 1930s 

                               Current Google Maps       1936 aerial 

Frederick Morris, who was the step-son of Judge  

Lutwyche, established the Kedron Park Hotel in 

1881 He was the driver of starting picnic type  

sports and horse races on the land opposite his 

Hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in 1888 plans were announced for the    

formation of the Kedron Park & Sports Ground 

Company. The first Kedron Cup was held in 

1889 with a  first prize of 50 pounds in gold! 

 

Over the following years , with various owners, 

the course and surrounds were upgraded.  

Around 1911 a trotting track was created inside 

the  racetrack as well as  two public enclosures –

paddock and leger. A small grandstand in the 

paddock and a shelter shed in the leger were 

built. Over 100 horse stalls were also built. More 

owners and upgrades continued, but after a   

Royal Commission, the course was forced to 

close in 1931. The buildings remained for some 

time, but were bare of paint and started to decay. 

For more details of  the history of the race track, 

please visit the Society at the Old Windsor Coun-

cil Chambers on Sundays or Mondays   1-4pm.  
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                                          1911                                                                                                                  1922 

1924 

Cpt. Francis R Smith DFC lands his plane at the  

Kedron Park racecourse, Saturday                           

6 December1919, to promote the Peace Loan.                     

3000 people were in attendance. 
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A majority of voters in the Old Windsor Shire 

area in 1899 voted           NO 

The residents of the Shire of Windsor didn't 

think that the Federation of the Australian 

States was a good thing back in 1899. 

 
In the Referendum which was held on              
Saturday, 2 September 1899, around two 
thirds of the local residents voted against 
federation. 
Besides voters in the electorate of Toombul 
(includes most of Windsor Shire), the voters 
in the adjoining electorates of Nundah, 
Fortitude Valley and Enoggera also voted 
against it. 
However the poll was carried with some 
37 electorates voting for, compared 
to 24 electorates against and a majority of 
some 5000 votes statewide. 
 
Toombul Electorate       
 
Sub-Division                Yes              No 
Albion                          164             243 
Brisbane                       171             220 
Clayfield                        38               64 
Hamilton                        23               54 
O'Connell Town             40             120 
Pinkenba                         17              62 
        453             763                                    
Source of statistics: The Brisbane Courier, Monday, 
September 4, 1899. 

Partly reprinted from WDHS Journal  July 2003 


