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Society News 

Combined Societies Meeting 
 
A number of Historical Societies have existed on the 
northside of Brisbane for many years, collecting and 
documenting the history of their local area.                                                          
It was thought that there should be better interaction            
between these societies and as such, Peter Latemore, 
the President of Chermside Historical Society made 
contact with these societies to advise of a special get 
together meeting to be held  in  conjunction with the 
Windsor & Districts Historical Society at the   
Windsor Council Chambers 2 June 10.30am.                             
Around 20 attended, representing the societies of 
Chermside, Windsor, Enoggera, Ashgrove, Too-
wong, Kenmore, Paddington, New Farm, Nundah 
and Caboolture.                                                    
Each society was given 5 minutes to talk about: 
                                                                                               
Who they are, where based. 
3 things they are proud of, what is working. 
3 things they would like to improve or need help with. 
2 things they would like to come out of this collaboration. 

Windsor President Matthew Crook compiled notes 

of these replies, and a summary of these was sent to 

all. 

Morning tea followed the successful meeting. 

            Photos courtesy of Joanne Sweetser 

 

World War 1 Memorial                         

100th anniversary 2025 

The Society is planning a special  celebration for 

the 100th anniversary of the Windsor WW1        

memorial. The memorial was erected by the   

Windsor Town Council and officially opened on 

Anzac Day 1925.  

There are 160 names of servicemen on the          

memorial who enlisted from the Town of Windsor 

and who paid the supreme sacrifice.                             

For the anniversary, the Society is seeking stories, 

that descendants may have, of any serviceman who 

enlisted in WW1 from the Town of Windsor. 

———————————————————— 

Greater Brisbane City Council 

100th anniversary 2025                

The Society will be contributing to the 2025       

celebration events for the formation of the Greater 

Brisbane City Council in 

February 1925.                    

(The amalgamation of all 

the local Towns & Shires). 

A special connection with 

this event is that a 5 times 

Mayor of the Town of 

Windsor was elected the 

first Mayor of Greater   

Brisbane. 

 

Send an email  to Rob 

info@windsorhistorical.org.au 

to inquire about names of enlisted 

men or to submit stories. 

         William Alfred Jolly  CMG 
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William Henry LANE   
1861 -  1942 

William was the eldest son of Windsor pioneer  Robert Lane              

(Roblane Street named after him). 

William is also the maternal grandfather of Windsor Historical Society’s life member,                 

Eric Millar. 

Around 1860, Robert Lane purchased 10 acres of  land on the hill that is currently the site of the 

Holy Rosary Church (Roblane St). He named the land Mt Pleasant farm on which he built a 

Humpy. By this time, Robert had married Ann Marks. 

 

William Henry Lane b 1861 was a foundation pupil of the new Bowen Bridge Road State School that 

opened in 1865 just near his home, (in the current Windsor Memorial Park). 

When he turned 13 years of age in 1874, his father found him employment as a junior messenger at       
Parliament House. Young William was singularly unimpressed at being in the exalted company of the   
notable Parliamentarians of the day and left to become a grocery assistant at a store at Albion.  By the time 
he turned 21 he had learned enough to start his own general store on the opposite side of the main road 
from the Lane family home (which had replaced the original humpy). 

 

 

 

From this shop Henry sold      
provisions to settlers heading 
north, with their drays, on their 
way to Gympie during the gold 
rush. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aldine History of Qld in 1888 states : 

“Among the many prosperous business firms out from the city centre it may be mentioned that of 
W.H.Lane, whose establishment, though unpretentious, is one of the centres of attraction and activity in 
this suburb. His name is mentioned in this connection from the fact that his success is due to two elements 
of character—honesty of purpose, and close attention to business—traits of character which have built up 
thousands of our leading and prosperous citizens in Queensland”. 

 

         The land behind his shop was the site of Windsor State School which opened 1916 
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The business prospered, and by 1894 he moved to larger premises on the south cnr. of Le Geyt St. and    
Lutwyche Rd.. Business was good at this new location but by 1900, William had become tired of counter 
work and returned to Parliament House, to work again as a messenger. However, this was short lived  and 
in 1901 he returned to his shop. 

It was in 1905 that he finally left the business and the Dobson Family took over. Henry returned to         
Parliament House for good. He  retired in 1933 with his last position being the night watchman                   
at Parliament House. 

 

 

 

 

 

William at the front of 
his shop, and wife  
Phoebe on the balcony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This building still remains in Windsor today. There have been many tenants over the years including a    
Hot Bread shop, Kitchen Centre, Mirror shop and others. 

 

The Shire of Windsor was created in 1887. and William was elected as one of the initial Councillors.        
He held this position up to 1899 and again in 1903.           
He became the Shire President in 1893. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Family 

Back;  Ruby & Elsie 

Front: Stan  Phoebe and William H 

 
William passed away 29 November 1942 
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Grange Private Hospital 

The Grange Private Hospital existed on the eastern corner of 

Days Rd and Thomas St from c 1930 to the 1950s 

 In the 1920s and 30s, before the opening of the Women’s    

Hospital at Herston, there was a move away from home births to 

mothers entering small private suburban hospitals for            

confinement. The three on the north side were                       

Ashgrove, Newmarket and Grange. 

The Grange Hospital was a single story, timber and rather    

rambling building on the corner of Thomas St and Days Rd. 

 By the 1930s Dr A.A. Forbes operated a surgery in  Wickham 

Terrace and in Days Rd, and specialized in maternity cases.       

Dr Forbes moved to Toogoolawah and Miss Jessie Forest 

A.T.N.A. purchased the hospital and ran it for 17 years. The 

hospital saw the birth of many local children. Evelyn Illman’s 

oral history recorded that her father, local alderman Ernest   

Lanham of 220 Days Rd Grange, who owned one of the first 

cars in the area, a small Ford, was often called upon in the    

middle of the night to take local women to the hospital for the 

birth of their babies. 

Falling out of favor, the hospital closed, and after some attempts 

to reopen the property, it went under the hammer of auctioneer 

Arnold L. Bennett. On 23 June 1951 it was reduced down to 

£6,000 to Mr. and Mrs. F.G. Cook of  New Farm.                                                                         
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            1952  - Thomas St. looking towards Days Rd 

e. 

After buying the building, the Cooks 

intended to operate as                     

accommodation and in due 

course the building was   reconfigured 

into eight flats.    

The building was conspicuous as it 

was painted a rather outstanding    

orange/brown colour.    

 

 

 A fire broke out at 6 15 am 

on the morning of  Friday 23 April 

1999. The fire was contained to three 

flats with none of the occupants in-

jured but  escaping with very few 

of their  belongings. The damaged 

building    remained unoccupied for 

some time and repairs were never 

made.  What remained was eventually          

demolished and a modern home was 

erected on the site. 

North West News 28 April 1999 

Researched  by Beres McCallum, Diana Hacker and Rob Price 
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Homes of historical interest 

visited by  

Jenny Roemermann Pt. 2 

     I love old houses, especially in Brisbane with wide 
verandahs and space around to appreciate their construc-
tion. Small cottages with tiny front verandahs and a bit 
of iron lace were my first love as a child passing along 
in a tram through Clayfield and Albion, then Toowong 
and Milton, later Red Hill and Paddington. 

   Now I collect pictures of pre-1920’s houses and relish 
seeing old places still lived in and loved, in older sub-
urbs like Highgate Hill, West End, Paddington, Windsor 
and Spring Hill, Albion and Clayfield; and going to 
towns to admire genuine Queenslanders, especially plac-
es like Ipswich, Toowoomba, and Maryborough, Gym-

pie, in fact any place with old houses tucked away like 
Yandina and Maleny. 

So, this is in four parts--  

 1. those with personal connections 

 2. Combined personal and work 

 3. Community work over 40 years 

 4. Those that have been demolished 

Part 2: Combined personal and work 

Rosemount  27 Cartwright St. 

This property belonged to Daniel Somerset in 1855 and 
was purchased by O’Connell in1864. From 1993  to 
2006 I was privileged to work at Rosemount, in old 
buildings left from the repatriation hospital built during 
the first world war, our service using the former medical 
director’s and matron’s cottages for a few years then 
moving into one of the wards. Admin staff from the 
main hospital occupied the original Rosemount building 
at that time and I recall going to negotiate about my first 
pay, walking on the cobbled floor of the lower back  
section. We also kept client records in the former main 
ward so had to go in to hunt for files and put them away. 
So I was able to look around at these old buildings 
which have been used for various services of the general 
hospital (RBH), including mental health and disability 
services. Later, Karuna Hospice Service came to share 
the building and then negotiated to restore the main 
Rosemount building as their headquarters - so it is now 
well cared for. I was privileged to be given my farewell 
lunch when I retired in the main Rosemount sitting-room 
with grand fireplace. I have since attended meetings 
there and Christmas fairs in the grounds. It is a simple 
construction with rooms front and back off a central cor-
ridor running east-west. 

 

Skilmorlie  Bryden St. 

  I have been to the remains of “Skilmorlie” (believed 
built around 1873), adjacent to the Rosemount grounds 
as it became part of a motel complex. We used to look 
out the kitchen window of the main cottage, (medical     
superintendant’s house, when it was the repatriation 
hospital from first world war), to see the stables    
building of Skilmorlie. Now the only part remaining is 
the reception office with simple crossed rails on its up-
per level. So, we used the restaurant at the motel for 
some work celebrations as it was so close. 

Nyambur/Marooma  Federation St—demolished 

    . This is an old building and like so many large     
residences was used as a residential care home when 
community care was instigated. It functioned as a    
private mental health hospital in the nineteen-thirties, 
set up by a Doctor Bostock, pioneer psychiatrist.     
Activities like golf and gardening were encouraged for 
inmates in the tree-lined grounds. My first visit was 
with my 3 week old baby to see one of my mother’s 
dearest friends who had become a resident, as it had 
become a nursing home. Residents were sitting in the 
main large open plan lounge room. When in           
community health services I visited this nursing home 
in Federation Street so have been on both levels and in 
the grounds  

Larger,more roomy houses of the twenties still had ve-
randahs but rails were of simpler design, mostly only 
partially along the frontage. These became the standard 
style in ensuing years to provide more rooms. There are 
several like this up Constitution Road. One such is a 
thirties style house where I saw a client and in the pro-
cess met her grand-daughter, who I realized from   
family information, had been a baby I cared for in my 
first ward as a trainee nurse. The accepted property was 
to have land around to grow flowers in front and     
vegetables in the back yard with a place for the       
children to run and play. 
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Swan Terrace--Family Connections 

“The Anchorage” 

  This compact cottage in Windsor is simple in 
design with an open verandah and central hall-
way. I saw a client here and found out, only  
after retiring, that it had been built for a relative 
on my mother’s side of the family. The owner 
had been a sea captain who sailed along the 
Queensland coast and Pacific. After I joined the 
History Society, I donated some family history 
information. Then another history hunter went 
looking and found it, so turned up one weekend 
at my place all excited about our family         
connections. Since that time, we have            
corresponded and shared family information.  

 Also, I found out the family home of my great 
grandfather was “Swan Hill House” in 52/54 
Swan Terrace. Once, when I was a teenager, we 
had taken a family drive to locate a house my 
mother recalled visiting her father’s relations as 
a child and this was the house she hoped to find. 
In actual fact we looked at one in a similar    
position on the other side of   Lutwyche Road 
so, with the additional information from my  
distant relative, I realized this. Sadly this house 
“Swan Hill House” burnt down in the fifties. It 
had been opposite several homes linked to this   
relative’s direct family as they tended to        
intermarry with local people when transport was 
more limited. And yes, I had also attended one 
of these houses to assess a client there.  

Eagle Junction 278 Junction Rd. 

   I am fascinated by the coincidences in life. 
Here’s the last one. I saw a client in a typical 
Queensland style house in 287 Junction Road 
with open verandah and lace-work, an old lady 
with no family who had been there many years. 
I later found out this was directly opposite the 
house my husband’s grandparents lived in and 
where he visited as a child. It had open veran-
dahs. Unfortunately, this house also burnt down 
in the fifties, full of furniture as the man who 
purchased it from his family, was an antique 
dealer. So, another house connected to our   
family burnt down and just to finish, in a       
different suburb on the south side in the fifties, 
my paternal grandmother’s house was partly 
destroyed by fire when a tenant in a flat left an 
iron on while she answered the telephone. 

So how about that---another coincidence---3 
house fires in one extended family!!!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Rosemount House 

     The remaining part of  Skilmorlie 

Nyamber/Marooma—now demolished 

287 Junction Road 
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The naming of 

THONDLEY Street Windsor 

 

Named after pioneer JOHN THONDLEY.              

In 1858, John Thondley purchased a large holding of 

land north of Brisbane Town from the Government of 

the Colony of New South Wales. This land, officially 

identified as Portion 148, Parish of Enoggera,     

measured just over 18 acres and cost Thondley £60 

18s 9d. It was bordered by Albion Station Road (now 

Albion Road) to the north and Bowen Bridge Road 

(now Lutwyche Road) to the west.        

            

 

 

 

 

 

Thondley came from near Boston, Lincolnshire in 

England. In October 1852, aged 27, he departed   

England for Australia, with his pregnant wife Mary 

and their infant son. His sister, Mary Ann, and her 

family also accompanied them. They travelled on the 

ship Parsee and arrived in Brisbane on 17 January 

1853.Their baby son, John, sadly died on the voyage, 

and their daughter Susannah was born at sea.  After 

their arrival, the Thondleys settled on the   Darling 

Downs. John had worked as a labourer in England, 

and it’s likely he undertook similar work once in 

Australia. He worked for many years on a station near 

Warwick called Talgai, which was owned by George 

Clark.                                                                                     

When the Thondleys relocated to Windsor, they 

lived in a slab humpy in an area called 

“Thondley’s Paddock”.   He then built their first 

house close to this site and named the house  

“Talgai Cottage”. John had a large family and a 

son named Jim married the girl next door,    

Elizabeth Tottie Lane, the daughter of another    

pioneer, Robert Lane. Most of the other 

Thondleys who married, lived further down  

Albion Road. A few years before his death in 

1895, John began sub-dividing Thondley’s  

Paddock into 16 perch lots.  

The original house “Talgai Cottage” faced Lut-

wyche Road (corner with Albion Road). It was 

demolished after a fire.      

A new large timber house   -                      

“Clifton Cottage” (facing Albion Road) was 

built to take its place. In turn that house was 

demolished in the 1980s and a block of units 

took its place (now 154 Albion Rd.). 

Talgai 

         Compiled using research by David Teague 
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An Angel in the Chambers 

 This article first appeared in the   

        April 2004 Journal. 

On the mantlepiece in the Mayor’s room     

you will find a display case containing a small 

porcelain angel. This angel was donated to 

the Society by Miss Natalie Sparkes of 

Thorrold Street Wooloowin. (Daughter of  James 

Sparkes, Windsor Town Alderman 1924-5)  

 It was sent by Natalie’s aunt, Mrs Bruckshaw 

of Wooloowin, on top of a birthday cake , to 

her son who was serving in the armed forces. 

He was killed in action in France. His mate 

brought home his watch and the angel to 

give to Mrs Bruckshaw. It found its way to 

Natalie’s mother, and Natalie cared for it 

from that time until she passed it on to the 

Society. 

The angel was handed to the Society through 

Beres McCallum on 23 April 2000.  

The display case was prepared by               

Shirley Blandford. 

Bruckshaw, Joseph Samuel 

Number: 3769 

Rank: Corporal [Cpl] 

Unit: 2nd Australian Pioneers 

Service: Army 

Conflict: 1914-1918 

Date of Death: 21.04.1917 

Place of Death: 

Cause of Death: Killed in action 

Memorial Panel: 172 

Cemetery or Memorial Details: FRANCE 518 Achiet-Le-Grand Communal Cemetery 

Place Of Enlistment: Windsor, QLD 

Notes: BRUCKSHAW, Cpl Joseph Samuel, 3769. 2nd Australian 

Pioneers. Killed in action 21 April, 1917. Age 22. Son of Samuel Bruckshaw, and of Mary Jewell,  

of Wellington St, Wooloowin, Queensland.  
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The Sunnyside Estate 

and the 

 Constitution Rd and Bowen Bridge Rd Corner                           

businesses 

On 31 May 1860, Mary Southerden, 

wife of Queen Street drapery store 

owner Edward Barton Southerden, 

purchased Portion 143, Parish of 

Enoggera of 19 acres 1 rood for  28 

pounds,17 shillings and 6 pence 

. 

This piece of land is now  described 

as being on the comer of Bowen 

Bridge & Constitution Roads. With 

the opening of the Bowen Bridge in 

1860, Bowen Bridge Road then   

became an   important link to the 

city.  A report in the Courier of 21    

0ctober 1861 appeared news that the 

government had determined upon 

opening a new road from Bowen 

Bridge to Kedron Brook through the 

lands of M. Southerden and Sarah 

Sophia Bartley.  

 

Also a road beside Portion 143 

to the vantage point on Eildon 

Hill was opened.  Initially it 

was called Southerden Road 

and later Constitution Hill and 

again as Constitution Road. 

On 30 November 1874, the 

piece of land was sub-divided 

into 11 allotments and         

advertised for sale. The corner 

allotment sub.7 was purchased 

by James Dunlop in 1876 and 

by Robert Hay in 1878. In 

1917, subdivisions 6 and 7 

were re-subdivided into 25 

charming Dress Circle sites.  

This was called the Sunnyside 

Estate, after the large house in 

the middle of the original   

portion. Two of these re-

subdivisions, namely resub. 

11 of 18.6 perches, sold for 

£82 and resub.12 of 20.4 

perches (on the comer), sold 

for £96, are of interest to this 

story. 

    3 

Ahmed Hu Sadik was born 

on 10 August 1875 in French 

Algeria and was married to 

Jessie May Mitchell on 5  

January 1904 in Murwil-

lumbah, NSW. Jessie was 

born on 13 

August 1880 at Southgate, 

NSW. 

They had two sons and five 

daughters and Ahmed was a 

builder.                              

On resub. 11 he built a small 

petrol station and on 

resub. 12 he built a corner 

store.  

It was a small building with     

weatherboard sides up about a 

metre high and the rest was 

panelled in possibly fibre 

board. He established the   

petrol busi-

ness with sev-

eral glass-

topped hand 

pumps whilst   

Jessie         

established 

the shop. 

When the businesses were  

running efficiently, Hu sold 

them and moved on to open 

another garage shop on the 

Kedron Park comer in 1927.  
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The next segment of this story 

jumps into the 1930s when     

sisters Ms Ida Stenhouse and Ethel 

White ran the comer store.     

  Elsie Ida White was born on 28   December 

1889 and her sister Ethel May was born on 21 

May 1891 in Queensland, daughters of       

Frederick Felix White and Mary Hutchings. On 

24 April 1916, Ida married 2nd Lieutenant John 

William Stenhouse in Brisbane.                  

John, son 

of John 

Stenhouse 

and    

Marion 

Hastie 

was born 

on 18 

August 

1890 in 

Tymouth, 

England.  

 

He had  migrated to Brisbane and enlisted soon 

after on 15 July 1915 in the 9th   Battalion and 

embarked as a three month married man on the 

HMAS  Itonus on 5 August 1916. 

The Brisbane Daily Mail, 30 October 1917, 

listed that John Stenhouse had been killed on 6 

October 1917. After the war, Ida made trip to 

England to visit John's family in Tynemouth. 

She remained a widow for the rest of her life. 

Together with her sister Ethel, Ida Stenhouse, 

ran the comer shop during the 1930s .                                        

Later Mrs  Stenhouse and Miss White ran a 

cafe /milk bar in the city.  In the 1940s, they 

lived at New Farm and much later at Redcliffe.   

Ida passed away 17 October 1976 and 

Ethel 23 June 1977. 

The service station was operated by the     

Packard family in the 1930s 

 

1937 Inside the  corner store shop. Ida Stenhouse at left and 

Miss Grace Hopkirk at right. 

Grace Hopkirk is the mother of the author of this article-David Teague 

 

Car at the garage in the 1930s and the same car restored by a local          

resident. 

 

1950s  - Trams on Lutwyche Rd passing Constitution Rd 

- The businesses are shown. 

 Today, the road has been widened  

& the shops demolished. 
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CLARK Park was named after Alderman W.H.Clark who 

served on the Windsor Town Council from 1910 to 1914.    

He was Mayor of Windsor in 1914. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family members of Windsor’s Town Clerk,1916-25,         

Alcyone Thorpe, a woman before her time in a male         

dominated field, tell that it was suggested that this park         

be named CLERK Park.      She declined the honour.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alcyone Thorpe BA  was devoted to the Windsor Town 

Council. Part of her job was to take the pay to council workers 

at various  work sites and she always carried a small council 

supplied revolver for protection. When she died, her sister and 

niece buried her ashes in the Windsor Memorial Park but did 

not tell anyone at the time.                                                   

CLARK  or CLERK Park? 

 

    WINDSOR TOWN QUARRY Park 

        

By early 2024 the Park sign had to be replaced due to    

deterioration. The new sign was placed back in the old       

location which now was in front of the new Arethusa     

College. A submission to the council from the Windsor 

Historical Society to move the sign to  the entrance to the 

park was honoured. 

North West News 16 December 1992 
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In 1993 it was suspected that the     

West-Indian dry wood termite may be       

present in the school’s structure.       

The Dept of Education prepared plans 

to treat this. Many parents of the      

children were concerned about the 

chemicals proposed for the treatment, 

and much correspondence and meetings 

took place to discuss the issue. 

Windsor State School 

Wrapped up ! 

The treatment was scheduled for the school holidays in   

September 1993, but was postponed and eventually          

fumigation was undertaken during the June 1994 school    

holidays. 
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The Beatles 

- a connection with Windsor 

It was sixty years ago that the Beatles performed in Brisbane on two nights at Festival Hall,  Monday and 

Tuesday 29 and 30 June 1964. During the day on Tuesday, they wished to have an excursion in a car  

supplied by one of their sponsors, British Motor Corporation. This is where the connection to Windsor 

comes in.  At that time, Peter Newbery was living with his family in Rupert St Windsor and he provided 

the following story to the editor. 

 

 

 

“When I celebrated my 21st birthday in 

1963, I purchased for myself a new 

MGB roadster. I was surprised when 

during the following year I was asked 

by the British Motor Corporation 

(BMC) if I would lend my car to the 

Beatles, as they had a contract with 

BMC, with MGB cars to be provided anywhere in the world 

while they were on tour. My immediate response was “No 

Way, go borrow someone else’s MGB”, to which they   

replied that because there were so few of these cars in  

Brisbane they only had access to mine and one car as floor 

stock in the dealer’s showroom. So, I gave in, on the      

condition that I would accompany the Beatles and at no 

time would my car be out of my control. 

 

 

 

 

Our plan was to smuggle the Beatles out of the old Lennons 

Hotel under a blanket in the back seat of a Humber Super 

Snipe, supplied by the dealer who also accompanied us to 

keep an eye on his MGB, and meet at a predetermined   

location near Jimboomba, where the Beatles would take 

over in the MGB cars. 

To my surprise only two Beatles emerged from the Humber 

(still wearing their outfits from the previous night          

performance), namely Paul McCartney and George      

Harrison. They said that John Lennon and Ringo Star were 

unable to make it due to other commitments, (draw your 

own conclusions). To our amazement we were also joined 

by a convoy of MSS security guards, some uniformed and 

some plain clothed, in a mixture of vehicles. When I       

enquired of the chief security person as to the need for all 

the guards, I was informed that this job was a much bigger 

deal than guarding Bob Menzies, the PM at that time. 

 

 

 

So, Paul then asked me what we had planned for the day’s      

excursion and I replied that we would take them for a visit to our 

beautiful Gold Coast to check out this world famous location 

which would rival the beaches of Florida from which they had 

just arrived. Both McCartney and Harrison immediately said NO 

to this proposal as they admitted to being terrified of the fans 

mobbing them and would prefer to go somewhere “nice and   

quiet” with no fanfare or fans. So, I suggested a nice quiet drive 

up to Tamborine Mountain, a walk in the rain forest, and a quiet 

lunch at the old Eagle Heights Pub which has magnificent views 

over the Gold Coast 

Off we went with Harrison in my car and McCartney in the    

dealer’s car. Just before the top of the range, we stopped and 

went for one of the many rain forest walks in that area. It being a 

perfect clear day, all the native fauna performed for the visitors 

who thoroughly enjoyed the experience.                                    

Next stop, the Eagle Heights Pub. 
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McCartney and Harrison wanted to shout myself, the dealer 

and the two main security guys, a drink and some lunch, so we 

headed for the bar. A notice on the bar said “closed” so Paul 

said sorry guys. The woman behind the bar, who had her back 

to us at the time, turned around and having once spotted the 

two famous entertainers, immediately grabbed the sign, threw 

it on the floor and announced, “bar is opened to you guys- 

name your drinks”. Paul replied, “we’ll all have scotch & 

cokes please, and it’s my shout”. After a few rounds he asked 

the hostess if it was possible to provide lunch for the six of us. 

She immediately replied “yes” and rushed off to prepare the 

dining room and our lunch, even though there were signs   

indicating that the dining room was closed. 

After lunch I took Paul for a quiet walk out on the grassy area 

outside the dining room, to point out the highlights of the Gold 

Coast and hinterland. Paul then asked if he could speak to the 

hostess by herself, so I took her out to him for a quiet chat, 

thinking that he was thanking her for her hospitality and for 

providing a quiet private location with beautiful views to enjoy 

during their hectic schedule. On returning to the dining area, 

which had a raised stage area and piano, Paul walked over to 

the piano then walked away after noticing a sign on it 

“authorised players only” and apologised to the hostess. She 

immediately threw the sign out the door saying “that doesn’t 

apply to you dear” whereupon Paul sat down at the piano and 

composed a song, music and lyrics, dedicated to the hostess. I 

cannot recall her name except that the tune along with many 

of the others soon became famous. To compose a song on the 

spur of the moment just like that, showed Paul McCartney was 

a true musical talent even at the age of 21.   

Time to go, so we said our goodbyes and headed to the front 

door.  

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from article by Gary Stubbs 

Shock! Hundreds of people had assembled on the grass 

around the large roundabout entrance to the Hotel. Not a 

sound – all silent. There were troops from the Canungra 

jungle training camp, all the Nuns and children from the 

orphanage, children from the local schools and their    

teachers and many others. All perfectly quiet, and guided by 

the Nuns, they all at once broke out and sang a few of the 

most popular Beatle songs.     This I can honestly say, 

brought tears to the eyes of both Paul and George. When the 

singing stopped, the pair went over to the assembled crowd, 

thanked the Nuns and mingled and signed autographs    

without any of the fuss they were initially scared of. 

Paul made a short speech and we climbed in the MG’s and 

headed off back down the mountain to reconnect with the 

Humber Super Snipe and reality. On the way down the 

mountain, I thought that George was driving a little too fast 

for someone on a strange road, and told him so, to which he 

replied, “not to worry, I’ve got an “E” Type back home and 

can drive a lot faster that this”. 

Two weeks later after returning home, I read that he stacked 

the “E” Type on High Street. I shook my head and gave a 

big sigh of relief after my encounter with the rich and      

famous. 

PS My thanks for this trip was an autographed programme 

from the previous night’s concert which I have since        

misplaced!”                                               Peter Newbery 

Courier mail photo 

 

Paul and George   

performing that 

night at Festival 

Hall. 

 

Note: The Editor 

was present at this 

performance!  
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