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Society News 
 

Windsor State 

School  

    WindsorFest 

     24 August 

This event is held every two years at the school.        

A great fund raiser, it is well organised and greatly 

supported by the local community.  

The Society was present this year with a stall         

exhibiting some of the local history (photographic 

display), as well as local suburbs history books for 

sale, including the history of the school book.        

The stall was well patronised and the event was a 

great success overall. 

 

Windsor Community     

Centre opened 

7 September 

The Society was in attendance  at the opening      

ceremony of this centre in Grafton Street - a much  

needed asset for the local community. 



 

Page 4                             JOURNAL   Windsor and Districts’ Historical Society 

Society News 

 

Market Central     

 Lutwyche        

                Shopping Centre 

50th anniversary in October 

The centre management and the Windsor & Districts 

Historical Society worked together to create an          

historical display of photos and stories of the              

establishment of the shopping centre in 1974 and the 

progress up to the current day. 

 

Please join us at our  

AGM. 

Windsor Council Chambers 

Sunday  17 November at 4pm 

An historical video and refreshments 

will follow 

Visit to the chambers 23 Sept.  

by the Federal Member            

for Brisbane  - Stephen Bates 

 

 

Secretary       

Rob Price   

shows       

Stephen Bates 

some of the 

historical 

items 

  Cutting of the 50th anniversary cakes,  Sat.12 October 
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The WW1 Memorial  100th Anniversary 

Anzac Day 2025 

To mark this special occasion, the Windsor & Districts Historical       

Society is seeking the stories of those men who enlisted from the   

local area (then the Town of Windsor – which included the current 

suburbs of  Alderley, Albion, Grange, Newmarket, Wilston,     

          Windsor, Lutwyche,  Wooloowin, Kalinga), of which  those who                                                        

          gave their lives, are  engraved on the memorial.                  

        

If you are a descendant of one of these soldiers, and have a story, photo or memorabilia that could 

be copied into the Society’s records and also be part of an historical display at the Windsor Council     

Chambers in 2025,  please contact the society. 

After the end of WW1 the citizens of the Town of 

Windsor decided to build a memorial in the  grounds 

of  the former Bowen Bridge Road State School which 

were acquired by the Town Council in 1919.              

A committee was set up to raise funds. Money was 

scarce at that time but  after  many fund raising events 

including fetes, the 1300 pounds needed was raised 

including the final 350 pounds from the Council.        

In January 1923, at a meeting , held at the Council 

Chambers, the committee decided to call tenders for 

the construction. Before discussing the tenders, a 

meeting of subscribers with the committee was held to 

which the general public was invited  in order  to    

discuss the erection and final arrangements. 

In January 1924, at a well attended meeting, the    

committee chairman  Ald. William Jolly, reported that  

the tender from Mr P Frew for the erection of the    

memorial had been accepted. The design of the       

memorial was devised by Ald James McDonald with 

honorary architects Francis R Hall and W Allan 

Devereaux providing the drawings and supervision. 

 

 

Original   

approved 

design 

The cenotaph, octagonal in shape, was        

constructed from brown Helidon sandstone on 

a large raised platform of local pink Brisbane 

Tuff from the local council quarry. Four arches 

and four external corner panels on which the 

names of the fallen were recorded. The doomed 

roof  was surmounted by a bronze lantern with 

a red light which represents the eternal flame.       

On 25 April 1925, exactly ten years after the 

fateful landing at Gallipoli, the Windsor      

War Memorial was opened. It was draped with 

Australian and Union flags. Chairman of the 

committee and former Mayor of Windsor,  

William Jolly, introduced Mr Charles Taylor  

Qld MLA who opened the cenotaph. 

Information sourced from  trove, WDHS files and David Teague 
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Homes of historical interest 

visited by 

Jenny Roemermann Pt.3 

     I love old houses, especially in Brisbane with 
wide verandahs and space around to appreciate their 
construction. Small cottages with tiny front          
verandahs and a bit of iron lace were my first love as 
a child passing along in a tram through Clayfield 
and Albion, then Toowong and Milton, later Red 
Hill and Paddington. 

   Now I collect pictures of pre-1920’s houses and 
relish seeing old places still lived in and loved, in 
older suburbs like Highgate Hill, West End,        
Paddington, Windsor and Spring Hill, Albion and 
Clayfield; and going to towns to admire genuine 
Queenslanders, especially places like Ipswich,    
Toowoomba, and Maryborough, Gympie, in fact any 
place with old houses tucked away like Yandina and 
Maleny. 

So, this is in four parts--  

1. Those with personal connections 

2. Combined personal and work 

3. Community work over 40 years 

4. Those that have been demolished 

Part 3: Community work over 40 years 

Fernfield 13 Bryden St Windsor 

Across the road from what was Skilmorley is 
“Fernfield” in Bryden Street, the two homes       
originally owned by members of the same family. I 
assessed a client in this home and have talked with 
recent owners at the History Society about the      
history of their house. 

 

 

 

Kedron Lodge 123 Nelson St Wooloowin 

   In the grounds of this beautiful stately home built 
in 1862 for Judge Lutwyche, is another timber   
building constructed for the nuns of the Catholic 
church who occupied the residence from 1930. The 
church took over the property and it became known 
as St Anne’s Convent but now serves a different 
purpose. It is described as originally being a hall 
which then became a colonial style caretaker’s     
residence when the Lodge was a residential facility 
for boys. I had to assess a client in this building, a 
long low building with wide verandah on the eastern 
side.      

was spacious and airy to suit our climate. So I was 
able to see the back of Lutwyche’s House, such a 
stately construction in local stone from the old     
Albion quarry, which is so beautiful with the range 
of colours in the rock, like the Windsor Council 
Chambers. It certainly still graces the               
neighbourhood of Kalinga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 
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Warilda/Rowallan 84 Kedron Park Rd 
Wooloowin 

It 

Was originally known as Rowallan built in 1884, by 
the Muir family fronting Kedron Park Road. The 
name was chosen after a castle in Scotland where 
the family came from. It then became the 
Wooloowin Boys’ Home in 1898 maintained by 
public donations. It then became known as the     
Diamantina Receiving Depot (after the first        
governor’s wife, Lady Diamantina Bowen, who was 
Greek-born and was involved in caring work in the 
community).from 1910 to 1962. The name changed 
in1964 to a Receiving and Assessment Centre, part 
of the state Department of Children’s Services,    
because it serviced the community as a twenty-four 
hour crisis facility for the care of children in difficult 
circumstances. I remember attending in the main 
entry verandah and lounge room as a part of a social 
work visit. It has been kept with some gardens 
around so the wide verandah is inviting. There is a 
particularly lovely jacaranda which flowers annually 
in a spectacular show next to the entrance. 

 

Holy Cross Convent 22 Morris St Wooloowin 

Holy Cross Convent in Wooloowin is another I have 
visited through my work. It is a dignified stately 
structure, two levels surrounded by verandahs in 
roomy grounds, permits space around the building. 
It is well-used and therefore well-maintained. Also 
is the old building behind formerly used by a          
commercial laundry but preserved while most of the 
grounds are now being used for retirement living 
structures. 

                                                         
Delamore 115 Turner Rd Kedron 

   Land was pur-
chased by Hen-
ry Somerset in 
1889 to build 
this house but 
only resided 
there a couple 
of years. It has 
grand lace iron-
work all around 

the verandahs. A family called Parry-Okeden 
lived there from 1900 to 1912. A photo shows 
an open carriage in front of the house for the 
wedding of one of their daughters with guests 
attending. It was taken over by the Catholic 
church in 1935 as a convent for St Franciscan 
nuns.  I attended regularly in the nineteen-
nineties to assess residents for ongoing care. It 
has a garden in front with a formal central statue 
as a shrine to Mary with a carriage drive around 
it. There is a central hall and rooms off either 
side. It has been preserved and cared about by 
the residents. 

 

Valhalla 30 Rosemount Tce Windsor 

  This is a 
large house in 
Rosemount 
Terrace with a 
view east, an 
open verandah 
of plain dowel 
railings which 
presents as a 
dignified 

dwelling built in 1910. The first owner, Thor 
Jensen, was a surveyor who travelled in outback 
Queensland. The house was named to link to his 
Scandinavian heritage. I have been in the sitting
-room and appreciated the       beautiful polished 
wooden floors and open freshness of the large 
rooms, while visiting a client. His travel box is 
kept at the Society together with his file box for 
the work he did travelling in country areas. 

 The frontage of this property originally sloped 
to the main road but a quarry began below it 
which created noise and risk and was later filled 
with enormous storage tanks in use in the sec-
ond world war.        The home still has roomy 
grounds with mature trees to mask the view of 
the main road. 
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Ellenthorpe 26 Constitution Rd Windsor 

This two storey house is on a dominating corner site 
and due to the hillside has a commanding view to the 
north-east. I saw a client there and was taken on to 
the verandah overlooking Windsor school. I’ve     
always admired the beautiful geraniums grown in 
pots on the open area above their ground level      
garages. It is certainly a prominent position, a show-
piece for thirties-style construction with brick base 
and white, stucco walls. This house has always been 
well maintained with the lower level displaying  
arches along the verandah and the upper in plainer 
contrast.   

 

“The Grange” 38 Crowther St Windsor 

  I have been twice to see a client there, first to the 
detached kitchen at the back, passing under a       
covered roof and later to the sitting-room. This is one 
of Windsor’s earliest buildings with steeply-pitched 
roof and brick floors. It was built by      William  
Williams who owned the adjacent brickworks in 
1870’s connected to the house property until 1904. It 
sits today in a leafy garden still cared for by its     
residents. I’ve always liked the way it seems to  
snuggle in to its position , a symbol of safety and the 
security of “home.” 

 

 

 

 

The Smallest House 54 Rosemount Tce     
      Windsor 

 This small cottage is in Eildon Road and registered 
in Brisbane as the smallest house on less than three 
perches, the title being from 1858, and it is still 
lived in. It was believed the original idea had been 
to use the area for a small cottage for the coachman 
at Rosemount. I assessed a client here years ago. 
The original verandah had been enclosed to make a 
bit more living space with alterations beneath for 
the same purpose. So this small building is almost 
opposite my home on the opposite side of the     
railway line and up one block. 

 

249 Lutwyche Road Windsor 

This shop was originally built for a Hotel but was 
not granted a licence. Butchers James & Thomas 
Cock then occupied the premises in the 1890s, 
1900s.I have been downstairs as a customer and 
seen  a client in the upstairs living area; but was  
also taken, on another occasion, to see the basement 
level and old-fashioned fittings, by the current    
occupants who appreciated the age of the structure 
and so have maintained it safely. So it is a relevant 
part of local history and one of few remaining. 
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              The naming of 

McLennan Street  

Named after Kenneth McLennan  1829-1916 

He was a councillor on the first Windsor Shire    

Council formed in 1887 & continued on until 

1900.He was the President in 1889, 1898 and 1899. 

When the Shire became the Town of Windsor in 

1904, Kenneth McLennan was elected its first 

Mayor. 

As Chairman of the Windsor Shire Council Works 
Committee McLennan was very involved with     
quarrying and road construction in the Shire. He spent 
so much time at the Windsor Town Quarry that    
family oral history had handed down the information 
that he actually owned it!  In fact, it was owned by the 
Windsor Shire, and later Town, Council and was the 
Council’s main source of stone for road building. 

In 1863 he had bought 10 acres of prime land in the 
budding suburb of Windsor and set about building a 
four-roomed cottage for his growing family. This was 

the first Conon., named after the river which flowed 
past his Scottish birthplace.  

Mrs McLennan died at Conon in 1912 after a fall 
down the front steps. Kenneth McLennan felt that he 
could no longer live there and moved to Cural at New 
Farm where he died in 1916. . 
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Wooloowin Private       

Maternity Hospital 

34 Bradshaw Street 

Matron Ada England A.T.N.A. (6/6/1884 – 
4/9/1960) and her sister Nurse Agnes England 
A.T.N.A. (31/12/1891 – 13/11/1965), conducted the 
Wooloowin Private Maternity Hospital (since      
demolished) at 34 Bradshaw Street Wooloowin 
from at least World War One to around the middle 
1940s.  
                          
The Nurses England skills as midwives was widely 
known and hundreds of children from the            
surrounding area had to good fortune to be born 
there.  Unlike today when new mothers are sent 
home after a couple of days to cope alone, mothers 
of that era had the luxury of spending a couple of 
weeks at least in hospital and every young bride's 
trousseau had beautifully embroidered lacy jackets 
to be worn when marriage resulted in an inevitable 
pregnancy and a baby being born usually in the first 
year of marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After their retirement, Ada and Agnes relocated to 
5 Annie St Woody Point.  (They never married). 

1938 
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Market Central Lutwyche  

Shopping Centre 

50th Anniversary  11 October 2024 

This article was researched and compiled by John Prpic. 
(Passing Time—Facebook) The information supplied was 
sourced from a variety of locations, such as newspaper       
archives, State Heritage Register, Council Heritage Registers, 
current newspaper articles, word of mouth and many more 
locations..                                   Photos added by the editor. 

————————————————————— 

The complex was erected 1973-4 by Ferro           
Constructions Pty. Ltd. at a cost of $9 million for 
Lutwyche Shopping Village Pty. Ltd.,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was opened on  Friday October 11th 1974 by the Hon. 
Joh Bjelke-Petersen M.L.A., Premier of Queensland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shopping centre featured a set of escalators 
that had been removed from the former David 
Jones store in Fortitude Valley, which had been 
installed in the then T.C. Beirne Department 
Store on Monday November 12th 1951. 

On Tuesday October 15th 1974 the new Coles 
New World Supermarket was opened, which in 
the first five days of sales had made $182,068. 

On this opening day at 8:35am more than 1,500 
eager shoppers flooded through the doors. 

Then on Wednesday October 16th 1974 a Barry 
& Roberts Department Store had also opened 
in the centre, while Rothwell’s Outfitting   
Limited had opened their 11th Queensland 
store in the complex,  

. 

 

 

Scott McKay 

photo 
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While I could not confirm what other retailers may 
have opened, but I assume going off the types of      
retailers that were here during the 1990s this might 
have included a hairdresser, bakery, restaurant, shoe 
store, drapery, newsagent, mathers shoes, deli,      
chemist, fruit and vegetable store, tobacconist, music 
store banks, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
In November 1974 Brisbane City Council questioned 22 
apparent inadequacies with the buildings fire protection 
and had given Ferro Enterprises seven days to show cause 
as to why the new $9 million complex shouldn’t be      
demolished. 

This resulted in a court case between Ferro Enterprises 
and Brisbane City Council, which I am uncertain of the 
outcome but as we can see the shopping centre today it 
must have been in Ferro Enterpriser's favour. 

In September 1976 Lutwyche Shopping Village was sold 
to Consolidated Press Holdings Ltd. for $9 million. At the 
time the centre was being managed by Lutwyche      
Shopping Village Pty. Ltd 

In 1980 the shopping centre underwent a a refurbishment 
and in 1982 the Barry & Roberts chain was acquired, sold 
off and closed down. 

This appears to be when a Victorian variety store chain 
named Treasureway had opened in their space. 

Now I do not know when the above retailer had closed 
but I have also been informed that by 1984 a Norman 
Ross Discounts store had opened in the complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norman Ross had been bought out by Coles in 1982 after 
a bidding war with Alan Bond, who then bought it from 
Coles just three weeks later and added it to his Waltons 
Bond ACT Pty. Ltd. business. 

Norman Ross Discounts Ltd. went into liquidation in 
1992 after parent company Bond Corp collapsed in 1991, 
though I am uncertain when they traded here. 

I do know that both Treasureway and Norman Ross 
were not here in 1989, but the Franklins No Frills 
Discount Supermarket was trading here by that 
stage. 

Meanwhile in December 1986 the centre underwent 
a $6 million expansion, which I believed saw the 
name changed from Lutwyche Shopping Village to 
Lutwyche City Shopping Centre, while a further 
$12 million was planned for 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February 1989 tenders were called for the sale of 
Lutwyche City Shopping Centre by the mortgagee, 
National Mutual Royal Bank. 

The complex which had 55 retail tenancies, had a 
net income of $1.6 million and was expected to 
fetch around $25 million. 

At this stage their major tenants were Coles New 
World and Franklins, while notable tenants were 
Mathers Shoes, Stefan, Suncorp Bank, Westpac 
Bank, AMP and National Australia Bank. 

I believe that the Metropolitan Building Society 
was also one of the tenants at this stage. 

Included in the sale was an adjoining site that was 
earmarked for a 6,000 square metre expansion for 
the shopping centre. 

A news report indicated that the site had sold in  
July 1989 for $25 million, though I believe that this 
sale had fallen through in the end. 

In January 1991 Leda Holdings Pty. Ltd., the    
company the built Hyperdome and later Grand   
Plaza Shopping Centre, purchased this centre for 
$11.5 million. This was a lot less than the $18    
million figure that was placed on the centre when it 
hit the market. 
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Leda then planned on spending a further $5 million on 
refurbishing the centre. 

A 1996 report indicated that $4.5 million was spend, 
which had updated the facade, branding and I believe 
had likely added a food court. 

At the time there were 35 specialty retailers, which   
included a Wendy’s Supa Sundaes, Mister Minit and a 
Woolworths owned Bingo hall, while also featuring  
office accommodation and parking for 900 vehicles. 

I believe this is likely when the Franklins was upgraded 
to a Mini Fresh store. 

By at least 1998 there was an Australia Post outlet in the 
complex, a separate Suncorp Bank and Metway Bank 
(merged as Suncorp-Metway in 1999), as well as a  
Bakers Delight and a discount store named                
Crazy Prices. 

In May 1999 Lutwyche City Shopping Centre            
reportedly sold for $26.5 million to a Sydney investor, 
however this sale did not proceed. 

Interestingly by 2000 the Don Gardiner Chemist was 
still trading in Lutwyche City Shopping Centre, which 
by this stage had expanded into a chain of 10 stores. 

By this stage the Stefan hairdresser and Bruce Friend 
Real Estate, along with the Coles Supermarket, were   
also the only remaining tenants from day one. 

Interestingly during this period the Franklins Discount 
Supermarket continued being reported as the cheapest in 
the area for prices. 

In November 2000 Leda Holdings announced that they 
were placing the complex on the market, which was 
hoped to fetch $30 million. 

At the time the centre now featured a Terry White  
Chemist, which I believe took the place of Don          
Gardiner, a Rivers Factory Outlet, Berlei Clearence  
Centre and Crossroads Fashion. 

Then in January 2001 Centro Properties Group were  
trying to raise $96.2 million to help them acquire two 
Brisbane shopping centres from Leda, with these being 
Lutwyche City Shopping Centre and Taigum Shopping 
Centre. 

The amount paid for the Lutwyche centre with its 2    
anchor tenants and 52 specialty retailers was             
$28.5 million. 

Sadly by February 2001 the Franklins Discount          
Supermarket wasn’t doing well due to Aldi’s mass    
expansion into Australia. 

Hong Kong based Dairy Farm was looking at their     
options in December 2000 to see if they could break up 
the chain, merge it with another or just leave the      
country. 

In April 2001 the company decided to carve up      
Franklins with stores sold off to their competitors. The 
only competitor that turned down an offer was that of 
Aldi. This Franklins then closed on Wednesday January 
23rd 2002, resulting in 16 job losses. 

At the time it was not known who would take on the 
lease after the the closed, though newcomer Action    
Supermarkets had bided for the site and was unsuccess-
ful. 

They weren’t the only retailer to depart at this stage, 
with Baker’s Delight also closing. 

Action was however successful in acquiring the nearby 
sites located at Brookside, McDowell and Stafford,   
who intended an olive branch to the 16 workers. 

At the time a $20 million renovation had commenced   
on Lutwyche City Shopping Centre by its new owner 
Centro, who were negotiating the lease a new for    a 
new tenant. 

While Action Supermarket was still interested             
they ultimately lost out to Coles-Myer, who                
announced in July 2002 that they were opening                
a Bi-Lo- Discount Supermarket here. 

The Coles Supermarket was also to be refurbished,  
while a fresh food hall was being added and 50 new    
car parks, which would bring the total to 850 spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Bi-LO Discount Supermarket then opened     
on Wednesday 27 November 2002. while the               
renovation was resulting in an expanded the food     
court and the addition of a Crazy Clark’s Discount     
Variety Store, which I believe had replaced the Crazy 
Prices store. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon completion the shopping centre was renamed   
Centro Lutwyche, which was opened on Wednesday  
July 30th 2003 by the Hon. Peter Beattie M.P.,        
Premier of Queensland. 
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In June 2004 it was announced that Centro planned to 
sell a 50% interest in Centro Lutwyche for $23.2 million. 
I found no evidence to prove this sale went through. 

Sadly I could not find exactly when the Bi-LO had 
closed its doors, but noted that between 2007 and 2008 
the signage was removed from the complex. I would   
assume that this may have been around 2002 and that the 
chain only had a 5 year lease. 

This space was the filled by an Aldi Food Store by 2009. 

In March 2013 it was announced that Centro Lutwyche 
City was on the market. 

This clearly didn’t sell as in June 2015 Federation     
Centres (formally Centro) announced that they were        
selling Lutwyche City and hoped to gain $57 million 
from the sale. 

The sale was finalised in August 2015 for $65 million 
with Abacus Property Group snapping up a 75% share of 
the centre, while Zenonos Group funded the remainder 
25%. 

The new owners had then flagged that the complex 
would likely be refurbished. 

Sometime between 2013 and 2015 after Crazy Clark’s 
were replaced with The Reject Shop. This is likely to 
have occurred sometime in 2014 after the company went 
into voluntary administration. 

In December 2016 a development application was lodged 
for an expansion of the centre, which was designed by 
Brisbane based firm Ignite Architects. 

 

 

Sadly before works could commence on the $40 
million upgrade several retailers had already       
vacated by February 2017, with these being Bargain 
City, Rivers and City North News, while Lutwyche 
Newsagency, Valentino’s Cafe and Sandwich City 
Carvery were all rumoured would close. One other 
retailer to also exit during this period was            
The Reject Shop. 

Due to delays the approval for the development  
didn’t occur until July 2017, which saw works         
commence right away. 

The development saw provisions for paid parking to 
be introduced, which would use number plate 
recognition technology. 

These works also saw the food court relocated to 
the northern end of the centre, which had opened in 
October 2017. 

By May 2018 Lutwyche News and Gifts had been 
rebranded as Nextra Newsagency, while a        
Woolworths Supermarket had also opened in the 
complex at a cost of $5.5 million. 

Then in July 2018 Abacus Property Group had sold 
50 percent of the Lutwyche shopping centre to ISPT 
Retail Australia Property Trust for $53 million. 

In 2019 Lutwyche City Shopping Centre’s $55   
million expansion was completed, which saw the 
centre renamed Market Central Lutwyche. 

One interesting feature is that the current logo for 
the complex looks remarkably similar to the origi-
nal 1974 logo that was once on the facade of the 
complex. 

In May 2022 reports indicated that the shopping 
centre had experienced a surge in customers after 
the closure of nearby Toombul, while centre owners 
had announced that they were in talks to resettle a 
number of traders. 

 



 

Page 15                             JOURNAL   Windsor and Districts’ Historical Society 

An early pioneer  recounts his 

first journey through the area. 

  

It is rare to have first hand accounts 
of the early local area  

  This one was written by a pioneer back in 1941.  

Photos added by the editor 

  

Thomas Andrew Hamilton (1860—1951) was     
retired and aged 81, living with his son and daughter-
in-law, Alex and Mary Hamilton, and at Mary’s   
suggestion, he recorded some of his early days. In his 
memoirs, Hamilton recounts his life in Spring Hill 
and his father’s adventure to the Gympie goldfields 
and his first ride out to land which his father         
purchased at modern Chermside.    

 

A LITTLE BACKGROUND 

Andrew Hamilton, a joiner from Liverpool - England, 
his wife Margaret  and seven children arrived in 
Moreton Bay on the Ocean Empress on 26             
December, 1866. It was a desperate time to arrive as 
Queensland was in the midst of a huge depression.  
Thomas, the second youngest, was six years of age. 

One part of Thomas’s memoirs relates to his first ride 
(c late 1860s-early 1870s) through the area later to   
become the Shire of Windsor                          

His story: “When we commenced out journey from    

Gregory Terrace, Victoria Park (then known as 
York’s Hollow) was on our left and on our right was 
a paddock which is now the Exhibition Grounds - 
adjoining this reserve, the Acclimatisation Gardens. 

On the left was a portion of the present hospital 
which had a slate roof.  The next building -            
the Bowen Bridge Hotel - was a long, low, wooden 
structure.   

 

Opposite stood a substantial building with a slate 
roof owned, I believe, by a Mr William Brooks and 
generally known as Billy Brooks.  He used to do 
some speaking at public meetings and was gifted 
with a sense of humour.  He once compared a bible 
critic or infidel to a monkey examining the works of 
a clock 

Next we came to a low road with a swamp on either 
side called Frogs’ Hollow.  One could hardly       
believe that frogs were capable of making such a 
noise as they did in wet weather.  Later on I had a 
horse which was too frightened to pass through 
there when they were rendering their evening chorus 
of   thanksgiving for the rain.  I consider they set a 
good example for mankind, many of whom       
complain unless that get just the exact amount, 
when and where they wish. 
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Now we cross a low, narrow wooden bridge (named after 
our first governor, Sir George Bowen) across Breakfast 
Creek.  On our left stretched a large paddock, most of 
which was swampy - this was called Swan 
Hill instead of Swan Swamp.  It was owned 
by a Mr James Swan who had built   a 
dwelling on the highest part of it off       
Newmarket Road.   

Later it became Mr Ransey’s slaughter yard.  
He also own a shop in Queen Street.  I have 
seen bullocks so securely  bogged in the 
swamp that they had to be shot and removed in the best 
possible way. 

On the opposite side of Bowen Bridge Road was a       
paddock owned by a Mr Byrne on which stood a fine two-
storeyed brick building which I think had a slate roof 
(slates had to be imported). 

At the corner of Bowen Bridge Road and   Newmarket 
Roads was a paddock where Bowser’s quarry is now - a 
fine big paddock with a fine old-fashioned dwelling well 
back from the road. (this would be Oakwal)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I remember Sir Arthur Palmer (deputy governor) living 
there and travelling in a landau and a pair of fine horses.   

From that corner to the quarry at Albion Road, it was 
known as O’Connell Town although the town had           
not  arrived when we first passed that way. 

There was a day school on the hill opposite the present 
Windsor School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The right hand side of the Albion Road leading from the 
quarry to Albion, was called Albion Flats and in the early 
days the farmers had ploughing contests there. 

 

From the quarry on to Kedron was known as 
Lutwyche, called after a judge of that name.   

He owned a large paddock, now known as the 
Kedron Park Racecourse.  His large two-
storeyed stone dwelling still stands near the 
Kalinga tram line.  It was called  Kedron 
Lodge.  

 

 

 

 

 

We must now cross Kedron Brook and there is 
no bridge. We turned to the right and drove 
down a side lane to shallow running water - 
lovely clear and cool with a sand and gravel 
bottom.  From there on a well-used wide track 
without formation - on our left hand (west) 
was a good-sized paddock owned by a Mr and 
Mrs Barron and a family of girls and boys.   

(The journey then continued on to Chermside 
but let’s go back to Lutwyche). 

Lutwyche, extends from Windsor quarry to 
Kedron Brook.  There was one very fine, big 
house on the hill behind the quarry.   

I cannot remember any other building until we 
came to a little brick shop on the west side of 
the road, where it still remains [1941] on the 
town side of the present hotel.  People by the 
name of Massey owned it. The Rees family 
lived next door.   

On the east side opposite the present hotel 
stood a long, low wooden building with a  sign 
card declaring it to be The Red Lion  Hotel.  It 
was an appropriate name, for later on I knew 
several fine strong, hard-working men to be 
dragged down by the Red Lion, never to rise 
again. 

There were a few small houses scattered 
around the district, and I understand the    
Wesleyans held services in one of them, not 
far from the hotel.  There were a few who kept 
the spiritual torch lit against great odds, and 
those descendants are still helping to carry on 
the good work. 

The brick house near the present Post Office in 
Chalk Street belonged to Mr Bradshaw.  He 
owned a large paddock on each side of the 
road which ex-
tends, I would 
think, to within 
ten chains of 
what is called 
Wooloowin 
School today. 
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There were two houses between it and the end of 

Bradshaw’s paddock on that side of the road and on 

the west side an elderly man named Parrish who 

made gun powder and stored it under the house.  I 

gave him a ride to town several times and we used 

to talk about the danger of powder.  He told me his 

people had been engaged in that line in the Old 

Country for many years and stocked tons of it and 

never had an accident.    

Not far from here lived a Mr 
Hopkins, then Scrivens, then 
Burford and Colton was the 
next with a family of girls and 
boys, some of whom still live 
about there.  Colton was there 
when we first came out.   

 

 

 

 

Mr Perry and family lived on 
the corner opposite the present 
Kedron Park Hotel.  He was a 
ganger of road men and some 
of that family are still living 
nearby. 

 

 

 On the opposite side from the Wooloowin 
School to the corner was vacant land owned by 
Judge Lutwyche.  I understand he gave the ground 
for the Church of England on condition that his  
remains be buried there, which they were 
  

I do not remember hearing of Mrs Lutwyche but he 
had a relation named Neilan, an elderly lady with 
two grown-up sons.  They lived in the paddock 
where the Wooloowin School stands.  The eldest 
son was tipstaff to the judge for some years.  He 
was nicknamed Waxie because he was very        
particular about his dress, and polished (or patent 
leather) shoes.  He rode a very nice shiny bay pony 
to town every morning.                                         
The judge employed a man named Morris, who had 
charge of his racehorses - some said he was his 
stepson - and I think the judge set him up in the 
Kedron Park Hotel.  I know his family were the first 

to run the hotel.” 

 

This is only one of the many historical     
stories from the large collection that 

the society has sourced over 36 years. 
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Hand signals in vehicles ! 

Do you remember the time when a hand signal was required to indicate          

the turning or stopping of a vehicle.? 

 

By the 1950s  a lighting system came in which 

evolved over the years, culminating into the modern 

system that we 

have today. 


